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inſt the Objections contained in Mr $4 x- 
DEMAN'S Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, With 
Mr HEVE T's Letters to the Author prefixed. 
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H gere ay mien wg 
3 brother, in anſwer to a piece, 'w LA 
Bd was firſt ſent him from the Rev. Mr 7 
Nie, by way of private letter, ſheds 
ks which that gentleman had made on 
reading 


beron and Aſpaſo. When my brother had 
read it over, he thought it beſt to be ſilent, as it con 


tained nothing which could materially affect his judg- 
ment in to the work it TEND for this rea» 
au 7 0 — Mr Weſley then publiſhed IS 
which he entitled, 4. preſervative 5 TH no- 
tioned letter. 

This my brother looked upon 2s a ſummons to the 
to a friend. dated June 23. 1758, writ * 
„My dear fi 


ſon, as as for peace ſake, N un- 

tions in religion; in Which he printed the 

bar of the Public; and upon this occaſion, in a letter 
little thought, when I put Mr Well 


« 1 our hand, Nhat Teal Er l Tn fis fo 


« ſoon. I took very little notice of\it, and let it he 
by me ſeveral oaths. without giving it an atten- 
<« tiveconſideration *. It ſeemed to me ſo palpably weak, 
* Afterwards he read it again, and gave it, what he calls in 
the beginning of the firſt letter, ** * b. þ 
Vor. IV. 16. A « dealing 


. 
* 


7 
* 
A 
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4 dealing on 
cc that I co 


he would adventure it into 
« the world, without v alterations. But 
& it is _ come „ you 1 it, in Np 
e two pamphlet, titled, 1 ervative agai 
«unſettled — in religion. of thi blet what 
| © he has wrote againſt me, only a ſmall part. 
- < Now then the queſtion is, Whether I ſhall attempt to 
« anſwer it? Give me your opinion, as you have gi- 
ven me your aſſiſtance; and may the Father of mer- 
< cies give you an increaſe of knowhiige and utter- 
* ance, of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.“ J 
Between this and the Ocfaber following, my brother 
the letters contained in this volume, of Which 
he thus ſpeaks in another letter to 9 — 1 
Offober n 
5 dear far : Hap 
1. me repeat my thanks for the crouble you 
4 have LA aka and 1 the Aſſiſtance you have given 
* me, in relation to my controyerſy with Mr Wee. 
« He is ſo unfair i EL qabts tations, and ſo m . 
*in his manner, that I find it no ſmall difficulty, 
<< preſerve the decency of the gentleman, and 0 
4 meckneſs of the Chriſtian, in my intended anſwer. 
„May our divine Maſter aid me in both theſe inſtances, 
4 or elſe not fuffer me to write at all.“ 
pt, | in the December following, I was ſent for to 
Weſton, in the very aft period of my brother's long ill- 
nefs,—T aſked bin the evening . he died) ( what 
4 he would have dene with As letters to Mr Veſley, 
* whether he would have them publiſhed after kis 
death?“ He anfwered—* By no means, becauſe he 
= * bad 75 tranſcribed about balf of them fair for the 
t as the corrections and alterations of the 
e « finer par were moſtly in ſhort-hand, it would be 
3 to underſtand them, eſpecially as ſome of 
the ſhort- hand -was entirely his own, and others 
= an ae he fad, 10 ag it's 


Sonik politive afſertions and poſitive denials, 


on my BH 5 & © © we es 


ki, me ad ..MA e aca 


40 »% ©» &4 H mi © «6 


— 
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< not 2 finiſhed. piece, I deſire you, wil think no more 
« about it.” 

As theſe were his laſt orders concerning theſe let- 
ters, 1 thou ught It rig ght to obey them; and therefore I 
withſtood repeated ſolicitations of many of his 
friends, who wanted tohave them printed; alleging the 
ſervice they might be of to allay the groundleſs prejudi- 
ces, che the Preſervative might occaſion in the 


of many, againſt my brother's other writings, as well as 


the utility of them in general, as they contained ſo 


maſterly a defence of the ch a His FESUS." | 


But, notwithſtanding the I had for the per- 
ſons who {ſolicited the > Fatty. 1 not be per- 


ſuaded to print the letters; and 1 had ap- 


peared lic with my conſent, not a fi 
titious don of them lately made its way from the 
preſs, and was I not under a firm perſuaſion that will 
be followed by ure. 


„ caſe, I think it m y duty to the me- 


of my late brother, to ſend forth as correct an 
edition as I poſſibly can; for as to that which has ap- 


peared (from what editor I know not), it is fo faulty 


and incorrect, that but little judgment can be formed 
from it, of the propriety and force of my brother's 
anſwers to Mr Weſley. 

As to the unfairneſs of publiſhing my brother's let- 
ters without my conſent, and the injuſtice to his me- 
mory, in fading ſo mangled a performance out under 
his name, they are too apparent to need any proof: 
and though the editor, as. IL have been informed, gave 


away. the whole impreſſion,” ſo that it is plain, lucre 


Was not the motive of his ing, and I would 


charitably hope he did it with a view of benefiting his 


readers; yet it is ſo like doing evi! that good may come, 


28, in my opinion, to be quite unjuſtifiable. 
However, as the only way now left to remedy in 
ſome ſort what has been done, and to prevent a fur- 


"MN . on the . from worſe motives E 2 


1 
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than actuated this publiſher, I have called a friend to 
my aſſiſtance; and, by this means, preſent the reader 
with as perfect a copy of theſe letters, as can poſſibly 
be made out from the original manuſcript now in my 
hands. aber ; 

That the reader may judge more clearly of the ſtate 
af the controverſy between my late brother and Mr 
Weſley, J have thought it right to ſubjoin Mr We/tey's 
letter, word for word, as it ſtands in the Preſgroative. 


A LETTER to the Rev. UV 
"Dear Sin, | | OR. 15. 1756. 


A Conſiderable time fince I ſent you a few haſty 
A thoughts which occurred to me on reading the 


dialogues between Theron and Aſpaſio. I have not been 


favoured with any anſwer. Yet, upon another and a 
more careful peruſal of them, I could not but ſet 
_ down ſome obvious ions, which 1 would rather 


have communicated, before thoſe dialogues were pu- 
| In the firſt dialogue there are ſeveral juſt and ſtrong 
obſervations, which may be of uſe to every ſerious 


reader. In the ſecond, is not the deſcription often 
too laboured, the lan too ſtiff, and affected ? 
Yet the reflections on the creation (in the 52d and fol - 
lowing vol. I.) make abundant, amends for this. 
(Icite the pages according to the Dublin edition, ha- 

ving wrote the rough ht of what follows, in 

Ireland . ö F 


* The pages in this edition refer to the ſecond and third 
volumes of our author's works; vol. I. denoting the firſt vo- 
lume of TRRRON and AsPas10, and vol, II. denoting the ſe- 
cond volume of that work. The reader will cafily ſee, that 
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P. 61. Is yu ation more or leſs, than Go »'s par- 
doning by een 2 g a ſinner through the merits of 
Chriſt? That G op "Goo herein « reckons the righteouſneſs 
and obedience which Chriſt performed as our own ;” 1 
allow, if by that ambiguous expreſſion, you mean on- 
ly, as you here explain it yourſelf, © they are as effec- 

tual for obtaining our ſalvation, as i they were our own 
per qualifications.” P, 63. 

P. 66. Wx are not ſolicitous, as to any particular 
ſet of phraſes. Only let men be humbled, as repent- 
| minds. at Chriſt's feet; let them rely, as devo- 

100 penſioners, on his merits ; and they are undoubted- 

in th way to a blifsful immottality.” Then for 

briſs fake, and for the fake of the immortal ſouls 
br th he has ra l r do not 70 7 
r that particular phraſe, the imputed righteouſneſs 
Fe i not oi it 5556 ev. le 
who wo bark to uſe, men who never heard the ex expres: 
fion, may yet © be humbled, as repenting criminals, at 
his feet, and rely, as devoted penſioners, on his merits.“ 
But it has done immenſe hurt. I have had _— 
proof, that the frequent uſe of this unneceſſary phraſe, 
inſtead of © furtherin r els,” 
has made them ed out any holineſs at all ; 
yea and ee chem to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs. 

P. 68. « To aſcribe pardon to Chriſ?'s pale, eter- - 
nal life to his active nghteouſneſs, is ella rather 
than judicious. His univerſal obedience, from his 
birth to his death, is the one foundation of my hope.” 
Tus is unqueſtionably right. But if it be, there is 
no manner of need, to make the imputation of his 
active righteouſneſs, a ſeparate and laboured head of 
diſcourſe. O that you had been content with this 
| a ſcriptural account, and ſpared ſome of the dia- 

s and letters that follow 
ur third and fourth dialogues 


contain an admi- 


rable illuſtration * 


* 


by or through t 
proves nothing. Te are complete in him.“ The words 
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of Chriſt's ſatisfaction. Yet even here I obſerve a few 
paſlages, which are liable to ſome exception. | 
P. 77. SATISFACTION was made to the divine 


' aw.” I do not remember any fuch- expreſſion in 
fcripture. This way of ſpeaking of the law as a perſon 


infured and to be ſatrsfied, ſeems hardly defenſible. 
P. 100. © Tyr death of Chriſt procured the pardon 


and acceptance of believers, even before he came in the 


fleſh.” Yea, and ever ſince. In this we all - 


And why ſhould ave contend for any thing more 


P. 154. Al the benefits of the new covenant 
are the purchaſe of hrs blood.” Surely they are. And 
after this has been fully proved, where is the need, 


where is the uſe, of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for 


the gmputation of his * 7, as is done in the 
fifth and fixth dialogues? | 
P. 16g. « Ir he was our ſubſtitute as to penal ſuffer- 
ings, why not as to juſtifying obedience ®” _ 
Tux former is exprefsly aſſerted in ſcripture. The 
latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there. | 
P. 181.“ As fin and miſery have abaunded through 
the firſt Adam, mercy and grace have much more abound- 
ed through the ſecond, So that none can have any 
reaſon to complain.“ No, not if the ſecond Adam 
died for all Otherwiſe all for whom he did not die, 


| Have great Treaſon to complain. For they inevitably 


fall by the firit Adam, without any help from the ſe- 
cond. | he. | | 

P. 184. © Taz-whol; world of believers” is an ex- 
preſſion which never occurs in ſcripture ; nor has it 


- any. countenance there: the world in the inſpired 


writings being conſtantly taken either in an univerſal 
er in a bad ſenſe; either for the whole of mankind, or 


for that part of them who know not Go p. 


P. 186, * In the Lox ſhall all the houſe of Iſrael be 
juſtified.” It * unqueſtionably to be rendered, 
e Loxp:“ this argument therefore 


literally 


| N 


— 


already 
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* j are, 7+ are nerd rang bim. Ad 
the w as any un reader may ' 
obſerve, — Par bem goers pwn aig 4 

P. 186. © Tuxr are accepted for Chriſt's /ate.; this 
is juſtification through imputed ri gbtrouſueſi. That re- 
mains to be proved. Many abe the farmer, who 
cannot allow the latter. icio 
P. 197. Theron. I SEE no occaſion for fuch nice of; 
tinctiont and metaphyſical ſubtilties. © 

Aſp. You oblige us to make uſe TS 
founding theſe very different” igeas, that is, Chi: 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs. 

I axswzr, We do not canfbund theſe: but heither do 
we ſeparate them. Nor have we any authority from 
ſcripture, for either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſepa- 
rate from the other. And 12 te on one 


of them ſeparate from the other, r 


cal ſubtilty. 
P. 188.“ Tax righteouſneſs which juſtifies us, is 
wrought out. A crude, u expreſ- 

fion? „ It was ſet on foot, carried on, completed.” —O 
vain philoſophy ! The plain truth is,"Chref lived and 
taſted death for every man; and throu | the merits of | 
N and death, n 2 

189.“ WHotver erts s doctrine, 
ſhews he never believe.” Not 12 They who furs 
back as a dig to the vomit, had once eſcaped e l 
of the world by the 4nowledge of Chriſt. 

P. 189, 90. Tut goodneſs of Gop leadeth to re- 

pentance.” This is . ly true. But the ire, 
— — doctrine of imputed eng, leads 2 71 
to repentance, but to licentiouſneſs. 

P. 190.“ Turn believer cannot bus add to his elch. | 
works of righteouſneſs,” During his firlt Jove, this is 
often true. But it is not tree” aterwards,” 2\we 
know and feel by melancholy experience. 

P. 192.“ Wx no longer obey, in order eh hy e 
n for our final acceptance,” No; that foun- 
dation 
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dation . is already laid in the merits of Chriſt. Let 


we obey, in order to- our final acceptance thro his me- 
rits. . And in this ſenſe, by obeying we {dy a good faun- 
* 3 dation, that we may attain eternal life. . 

P. 192. WE eſtabliſh the law: we provide for its 
honour, by the perfect obedience of Chri/t.” Can you 
poſlibly think, St Paul meant this? that ſuch a thought 
ever entered into his mind? The plain meaning is, We 
eſtabliſh both the true ſenſe, and the effectual practice 
of it: we provide for its being both underſtood and 

iſed in its full extent. 

P. 193. On thoſe — che atonement, uf 

gef Was it ever po for them, not to re- 
ject it? If not, how is K ful, to caſt them into a lake 
8 doing what it was impoſſible they 
ſhould do? Would it be juſt 9 


eee, e eee pow 


P. 196.“ JusT1FICATION is complete the firſt moment | 


we believe, and 1s incapable of augmentation.” 

Nor ſo: there may be as many degrees in the fc 
as in the in e of G. 

323 Nu 15 
imputed : righteouſneſs; never once; but ſim- 
ply 2 What can this be, but the righ- 
; ?” He tells you himſelf, Rom. iv. 6. 
E 2 —— that juſtifi Seifieth the un odly, 
faith i⸗ ee for righteouſneſs. © Why is Chriſt ls 
end ee Becauſe we are both 


him. 
N Hb, — pant 
23 of their acceptance.“ x 
"How does this — 68. To aſcribe par- 


don to Chriſt's paſſroe, eternal life to his active righ- 


teouſneſs, is fanciful rather than judicious ?” 
P. 236. Hz commends ſuch kinds of beneficence 


, as-were exerciſed to a diſciple as ſuch. Is not 


65 ſuüp of the pen? — 
mend, 


4 


PavL often mentions a  righteouſueſ; | 


: 


” = 
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mend. and reward eternally, all kinds of beneficence, 
om they flowed from a principle of loving faith ? - 
ea, that which was exerciſed to a Samaritan, a Jew, 
a Turk, or an Heathen ? Even theſe I would not term 
e tranſient bubbles,” though they do not procure our 
juſtification. | "20; l 
P. 238. How muſt our righ teouſneſs exceed that 
| of the ſcribes and Phariſees ? Not only in being ſin- 
cere, but in poſſeſſing a complete righteouſneſs, even 
| that of Chri/?.”” Did our Loxp mean this? Nothing 
| leſs. He ſpecifies, in the following parts of his ſermon, 
| the very inſtances wherein the righteouſneſs of 'a 
t Chriſtian exceeds that of the ſcribes and Phariſees. 
- P. 240.“ He brings this ſpecious hypocrite to the 
e tek.“ How does it appear, that he was an hypocrite ? 
y Our Loxzp gives not the leaſt intimation of it. Sure- 
0 ly he loved him, not for his hypocriſy, but his finceris 
5 | 


Ter he loved the world, and therefore could not 


it keep any of the commandments in their ſpiritual mean 
i ing. And the keeping of theſe is undoubtedly-the 
ur way to, though not the cauſe of, eternal life. 


. 242. © By works his faith was made perfect; aps» 
peared to be true.“ No: the natural ſenſe of the 
word is, By the grace ſuperadded while he wrought - .. 
thoſe works, his faith was literally made perfect. | 
bid.“ He that doth righteoufneſs is righteous, ma- 
nifeſts the truth of his conv % Nay; the plain 
meaning is, He alone is truly igbteout, whole faith 
wor th by love, * 2&5 $02 e 8 | 
Ibid. « ST James ſpeaks of the juſtification of our - 
faith.” Not unleſs: you mean by that odd expreſſion, 
our faith being made — for ſo the apoſtle explains 
his own meaning. Perhaps the word  ju/trfed is once 
uſed by St Paul for maniſeſlod. But does not 
prove, it is to be ſo underſtood here. oe 
P. 244. Wnoso doth theſe: thing: Hall never fall 1 
into total apoſtaſy.”” How pleaſing is this to fleſh and 
4 Vor. IV. ” 16. — 9 A B Nen 95 248 blood.! 


= 
* 


5 or becanſe Chrif hath kept 
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blood! But David fays no ſuch thing. His . 


is, Whoſe doth theſe things to the end, Hall never fe 
into hell. 


Tus ſeventh dialogue is is full of intpertant truths, 1 


Yet ſome expreſſions in it 1 can't commend. 

P. 260. Oxx thing thou lac teſt, the imputed be 
tenuſneſs of Chriſt,” You cannot think, this is the 
meaning of the text. Certainly the one thing our Lonb 
meant was, the love of Gop. This was thing he 
hacked. 

P. 267. B the obedience of Chrif inſufficient to ac- 

compliſ our juſtification ?” Rather I would aſk, bs the 
death of Chriſt inſufficient to purchaſe it? 

P. 271.“ Tux faints in glory aſcribe the whole of 

their ſalvation to the blood of the Lamb.” So do I: 

| n obtained for all a poſſibility: of 


. falvati 


P. 272. « Tux terms of acceptance for fallen man 
were a full ſatisfation to the divine juſtice, and à com- 
plete conformity to the divine law.” This you take ar 
granted; bot I cannot allow. 

Tux terms of acceptance for fallen man are repentance. 
and -faith. Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. 
bid.“ Tzzzs are but two methods w 
can be juſtified, either by a 


an 

ect obedience to the hu, 
law in our ſtead.” You 
ſhould fay, or by faith in Chriſt.” ' I then anſwer, 
This is true. And fallen man is juſtified, not by per- 
feet obedience, but by faith, ': What Chriſt has done is 
the foundation of our Juſtification, not the tern or con- 

* cf th e | | 
. In ei Sloane likewiſe 8 great 
truths, and yet ſome things liable to — 

P. 300. < Davin GOD himſelf digniſies with the 
mof exalted of all characters.“ Far, very far from it. 
We have more exalted characters than David's, both 
in the Old "Teſtament and the New. Such are thoſe 
of Samuel, Daniel, yea and Job, in the former ; of 
St Pau! and St John in * Din 6-07 


I 


: 


no. FR, - ww ou 


. 
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Bor G0 ſtyles him a man after bir on heart.” 


This is the text which has cauſed many to miſtake? 
for want of conſidering, firſt,” that this is faid of Da- 


vid in a particular reſpett, not with regard to his tobote | 


character: Secondly, the time, at which it was ſpoken. 
When was David @ man after God's own heart? When 
Gov found him following the ewes great with young, when 
he took him from the ſbeep-folds, P/al. Izxviii. 71. It was 


in the 2d or 3d year of Fuße reign, that Samuel ſaid 


to him, The DoRD hath Snot my 1 him a man after his own 
heart, and bath commanded him to be captain ov bir 
people, 1 Sam. Xii. 1 But was he a . aſter Gon' r 
own heart all his life of in all particulars ? So far from 
it, that we have few more exceptionable characters, 


among all the men of Gop recorded in ſcripture: 


P. zog.“ 'TaAERE if not @ juſt man upon earth "that 
ſinneth not.” Solomgn might truly ſay fo, before Ch iſt 
came. And St Febn night; after he came, ſay as truly, 
Whoſorver is born of GOD finneth nat. But in 
things ue fend all.” That St James does not 
this of himſelf, or of real Chriſtiant, will clearly ap 
pear, to all who impartially conſider the context. 
Tur ninth dialogue proves excellently well, that 
we cannot be juſtified by bur works. 

Bor have you thoroughly conſidered the words 

which occur in the 318th page? - 
O Cub of Adam, you are no lon ger obliged, 
1 No „nor plat bour 
as yourſelves. ' Once indeed 1. inſiſted upon abſolute 
purity of heart: now I can diſpenſe with tome degrees 
Since Cbriſt has fulfilled the law — 
you, „you need not fulfil it. I will confave, ut, 
accommodate my demands to your weaknefs.”” 

I a6x88 with you, that “ this doctrine makes the | 
holy One of Go» x miniſter of fin.” And is it not 
your own ? Is not this Ty ray 9 
W Coat” 5 
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] canxorT but except to ſeveral paſſages alſo in e 
tenth dialogue. I aſk, firſt, 

- - Pia. © Dons che righteouſneſs of Go p ever 

mean” (as you affirm): . the merits of Chriſt ?” I be- 

heve not once in all the ſcripture, It often means, 

and particularly in the epiſtle to the Romans, GOD! 

method of juſtifying ſinners. When therefore you ſay, 

P. 342. THE righteouſneſs of Gop means, ſuch 
a righteouſneſs as may juſtly challenge his acceptance, 
I cannot allow it at all: and this capital miſtake muſt 
needs lead you into many oc. But I follow wa 
__— ſtep. 

, © In order to entitle netn-aremnd, there 
Muſt wy 5 imputation of righteouſneſs.” There muſt 
be an intereſt in Chriſt. And then every man ſpall ro- 
ceive his own reward, atcording to his own labour, 

P. 344 A EnEL may be for given, without being 
reſtored to the dignity of a ſon.” A rebel againſt an 
earthly king may; but not a rebel againſt Gov. In 
the very fame moment that Gop forgives, we are the 
ſons of GOD. Therefore this is an idle diſpute. For 


pardon and acceptance, though of Job wi be diſtinguiſbed, 


cannot be divided. Thewords of Fob which you citeare 
wide of the queſtion. Thoſe of prove no more 
than this, (and who denies it ?), be ene 


es both pardon and acceptance. 
ya pa cept uno ons 


coral lf „ Gract reipneth through ri 
%; that is, The free love of 
gh juſtißcation and ſanctification, wy Pg, P. 
ae, 7 at th may receive forgiveneſs, and a lit a- 
the ſanfified :" chat is, that they may receive 
par on, holineſs, heaven. | 
: Fj « Is not the ſatisfaction made by the death of 
Ch iſt, ſufficient to obtain both our full and 
4inal happineſs ?” Unqueſtionably — and neither of 
the texts you cite proves the con 
P. 347. Ir it was requiſite for „ to be bap- 
tied, much more to the moral law.“ 6 


| 
Y 
; 
4 
4 
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I caxNoT prove that either the one or the other 
2 requiſite in order to his purchaſing enten for 


fp. 248. 6 By Chriſt's ſufferings alone, the law was 
not ſatisfied.” Yes it was; for it ceguired only the 
alternative, Obey or die. It reguired-no man to obey 
and die too. it. any man had perfectly obeyed, be 
would not have died. id.“ Where ſcripture aſcribes 
the whole of our ſalvation to the death of Chr, a part 
of his humiliation is put for the whole.” I cannot al- 
low this -wathout ſome proof. Hie was obedient wits 
death is no proof at all; as it does not neceflanly im- 
ply any more, than that he died in obedience to the Fa- 
ther. in ſome texts there is a neceſſity of taking a 
part for..the whole. n nnen | 
ce 
. 351. % CHRIST undertook to do every ching ne- 
c for our redemption;“ an, in a covenant 
made with the Father. Tis ſure, he did every thing 
neceſſary: but how does it appear, that he undertook 
this, before the foundation of the world, and that by 
a poſitive covenant between him and the Father? 

Vo vithink- this appears from four texts. 1. From 
that, Thou gave/t them to me. Nay, when any believe, 
the Father gave them re this proves no fuch 
previous contract. hath laid upon him the ini- 
quities of us a. Neither does this prove any ſuch 
thing. 3. That expreſſion, The counſefof peace Mail be 
between them, does not neceſſarily imply any more; 
than that both the Father and the Son wowd concur 
in the redemption of man. 4. According to the counſel 
of his will, —that is, in the way or method he had 
choſen. | Therefore neither any of theſe texts, nor all 
of them, prove what they were bronght to prove. 
They do by no means prove, that there ever was any 
auch covenant made between the Father and the Son. 

2. 53: TE conditions. of the covenant are re- 

Lo, I come to do thy will.“ Nay here is no 
B 3 | mention 
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mention of any covenant, nor any thing from -which 
it can be inferred. The recompenſe ſtipulated in 


this glorious treaty.” —But I ſee not one word of the 


treaty itſelf, Nor can I poſlibly allow the exiſtence of 
it without far other proof than this. 7:4. © Another 
copy of this grand treaty is recorded {/aiah xlix. from 
the firſt to the ſixth verſe,” I have read them, but 
eannot find a word about it, in all thoſe verſes. They 
contain neither more nor leſs than a IO * the 
falvation of the Gentiles. 

P. 354. By the covenant” of works, man was 
bound to obey in hit own perſon.” And ſo he is under 
the covenant of grace; though not in order to his 
juſtification. © The obedience of our Surety is accepted 
mſtead- of aur own.” This is neither a ſafe nor a ſcriptu · 
ral way of ſpeak praking. I would ſimply ſay, We are accepted 
— the Beloved. Me have redemption through his blacd. 
P. 254. Tax ſecond covenant was not made with 
Adam, or any of his poſterity, but with Cbriſt, in thoſe 
words, The ſeed of the woman ſball bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head.”* For any authority you 
you might as well have ſaid, it was made with the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe words were not ſpoken to Chriſt, but f 
him, and give not the leaſt intimation of any ſuch co- 
venant as you plead for. They manifeſtly contain, if 


not a covenant made with, a promiſe made to Adam 


and all his poſterity. | 

P. 355. Cnzis r, we fee, e to execute 
the conditions.” We ſee no ſuch thing in this text. 
A. n 
to man. 

Ibid. « 'Tis true, 1 cannot fulfill the conditions.” 


"Tis not true. The conditions of the new. (o- 
venant are, Repent 


and believe. And theſe you can 


fulfil, through Cbhriſt ſlrengthening you. is e- 
qually true is not required at my hands.“ It is 
equally true, j that is, abſolutely falſe, and moſt dan- 
9 If we allow _ Antinomianiſm comes 


- 


have from theſe words, 


__s hd. CG .. 


— netted 


ceptive and the 


Which is liable e but that grand 


＋ 
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in with a full tide. Chri/2 has performed all that was 
conditionary for me,” Has he repented and believed for 
you? You endeavour. to evade this by ſaying, © He 
performed all that was conditionary in the covenant of 
works,” This is nothing to the purpoſe; for. we are 
not talking of that, but of the covenant of grace. * 
he did not perform all that was: cond##ionary in this co- 

venant, unleſs he and believed. But he 


did unſpeakably more” I: may be 1h But, he did 


not do ens. Rt] 71 4 Fe 
P. 360. Bur ri s fer A o ence be ours, 
we 1 more need of pardon than Chri// himſelf?” 

The conſequence is good. You have ſtarted an o 5 
tion which you cannot anſwer. You fay indeed, 
we do need pardon ; for in many things we offend al” 
17 * If his obedience * ours, we {ll perfedty 

in him. 

P. 361. Boru the branches of the law, the e- 
penal, in the caſe of 
mult be ſatisſied. Not ſo. 

lone, (ſo our A 1 


e our 


te e i 
the yo article barely defings the term, without either 
affirmi or denying be thing: whereas the 3 1ſt ny; 5 
ly ov and razes it from the foundation, 
P. 362. Bexievirs who are noturious tra 
ſors in 1 have a ſinleſs obedience in 12 
0 ſiren ſong Ni fond, t Janet Wheatley. 
Thomas Willams James 
_ F'sxow ROD. deventh dialogue, 
doctrine 
of Chriftjanity, original ſin, is therein proved by i ir. 

ble arguments. 
Tas twelfth likewiſe is unexceptionable, and con- 
tains ——— the wiſdam of See 
3 4 
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the ſtructure of the human body, as I believe canrot 
be parallelled, in either ancient or modern writers. 

Taz former of the thirteenth dialogue is ad- 
mirable. To the latter I have ſome objection. _ 

P. 518, 19. © Elijah failed in his reſignation, and 
even Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his lips. It is true: 
but if you could likewiſe fix ſome blot upon venerable 
Samuel and beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. 
For no ſcripture teaches, that the holineſs of Chret:ans 
is to be meaſured by that of any Jew. - © 

P. 52 1. Do not the beſt of men frequently feel 
diforder in their affections? Do not they often complain, 
When I would do good, evil is preſent with ne? | be- 
heve not. You and I are only able to anſwer for our- 
ſelves, © Do not they ſay, Ne groan being burthened, 
with the workings of inbred corruption?“ You 
know, this is not the meaning of the text. The whole 
context ſhews, the cauſe of that groaning was their 
longing to be with Chriſt, . 

bid. Tux cure“ of fin “ will be perfected in 
heaven.“ Nay furely, in paradiſe, if no ſooner. 
This is a noble prerogative of the beatific viſion.” 
No; it would then come too late: Tt fin remains in 
us till the day of judgment, it will remain for ever. 
Our preſent bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being free 
| from fin.” 1 really think it does. But whether it does 
or no, if we are not free from fin, we are not Chriſtian 
believers. © For to all theſe the apoſtle declares, Hove 
made free from fi, ye are become the fervants of rig 
 teouſneſs, coma 18. *. 

P. 522. Ir we were perfect (St John's word 
is, perfect in love), 7 * — alice . — be ſu- 
ed.” No: we ſhould fill need his Spirit (and 
conſequently his interceſſion) for the continuance of 
that love from moment to moment. Beſide, we ſhould 
{till be encompaſſed with infixmities, and liable to miſ- 
takes; from which words or actions might follow, e- 
ven though the heart was all love, which were not 

9 DR exactly 
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exactly right. Therefore, in all theſe reſpecis, we ſhould 7 
{till have need of Chr: '6 pr1 office: and therefore 
as long as he in the n 
may lay, 
Every moment, Lozp, I need 
The merit of thy death. 

The text cited 22 aſlerts nothing ef thans 
that inigu 4 35 cleaves to all our holy things till death.“ 

Ibid. * Six remains, that the righteoriek of: faith _ 
may have its due honour.” And will the nghteouſaels 
of faith have its due honour no longer than fin remains 
in us? Then it muſt remain, not only on earth and 
in paradiſe, but in heaven alſo And the ſanctiſica - 
tion of the Spirit its proper eſteem.“ Would 1 not 
have more eſteem, if it were a perfect work? 

Ibid, < It (ſin) will make us lou in our own eyes. 


What, will pride make us lowly! Surely the utter 


deſtruction $1 pride would do this more effectually. 
P. 523. It will make us compaſſionate.“ Would | 
not an entire renewal in the image of Gop make us 


much mare ſo? It will teach us to admire the riches 
of grace.” Yea, but a fuller experience of it, by a 


thorough ſanctification of ſpirit, ſoul, and body, will 
make us admire it more. It will reconcile us to 
death.“ Indeed it will not: nor rene | 
this, like perfect love. : 

N. sb e trill enden the digte sd dees 
of Chriſt.” Nay, theſe can never be ſo dear to any, 


as to thoſe who experience their full virtue, who are 


filled with the fulneſ⸗ fulneſs of Go. Nor can any feel 
their continual 2 92350 „or rely on) him,” 
in the manner which theſe do 

VoL. II. DiaLoGus 14+ P. 9. « „ Tu: chin of the 
hw are all anſwered.” If fo, Count Zingendorf is ab- 
ſolutely in the right: neither God nor man can claim 
my obedience to it. Is not this Antinomianiſm with- 
out a maſk ?  * | 


n. eus fins are, expiated through /th 
—E 


WO _ 
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death of Chrift, and @ ri er gives on, ky which 


ou have free acceſs to Gop,? not ſcriptural 
language, | n ſay, By bim we have acceſs 
al her. n 


THERE are many ocher expreſſions in this dialogue, 
to which I have the fame objection, namely, 1. That 
they are unſeniptural; Wt n Seer lead to 

Antinomianiſm. j 
Tux ard leer contains ſome very uſeful heads of | 
ſelf-examination.. In the ſecond, 
P. 44. ImzAD, „There is a-righteouſneſs which 
— dee. 
momentous point, is e ts. 
I rave ſeen fuck terrible effects of this 
ral way of ſpeaking; even on thoſe, who had once clean 
eſcaped from the — of the world, that I cannot 
but earneſtly wiſh, you would ſpeak no otherwiſe than 
do the oracles of Gop. | Certainly. this made of ex- 
preffen 3 1s not momentous. It WW often 
at 
2 LETTER m. p. 47 4 2 Where for abounded, grate did 
2 more-abound : that as fin had teigned unta death, 
fo might — 4. love ot —— through 
righteouſneſs, juſtification and ſanctiſica- 
tion, unto eternal Rn 20. 21. This is the 
plain natural —— the words. It does not ap- 
pear, that one word is ſpoken here about 1mputed rig h- th 
#eouſneſs : neither in the paſſages cited in the next page, f 
from the common-prayer and the article. In the ho- thi 
milly likewiſe that phraſe is not found at all, and the 
main ſtreſs is laid on Chriſt's edding bis bid. Nor Of 
= — braſe (concerning the thing there is no r Te 
in any part of the homilies. 
| 75 $4- © is the fathent —— with regared 
to the imputation of aftive righ teonineſs, they abound 
iin ahh evne ae 
dur ſtead: which diſc all dependence on 
any duties of our © gm, d 6x our hopes wholly on 1 
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the merits of our Saviour. When this is the caſe,” I am 
very little ſolicitous about any particular forms of en- 
preſſian. O lay aſide then thoſe queſtionable, danger- 
ous-forms, and keep cloſely to the ſcriptural. 

LETTER IV. p. 58.“ The authority of our church 
and of thoſe eminent divines, does not toueh thoſe 
particular forms of expreſſion : neither do any of the 
texts which you Q cites: to the e. 
we are agreed. 

P. 396: II E righteoufucfa of Go: ſn, cha | 
righteouſneſs which - God-man wrought. out * 
It ſignifies Go p's method of juſtifying —— 

P. 60. Tut victims figured the rapration by Ghrif? ; 
death, the COS ſkins, the imputation of his 
righteouſneſs 7 does not appear. Did not the 
one rather re our Juſtification, the other, | our 
ſanQification ? | 

P. 62. Aloe every text quoted: in this and the 
following letter, in ſupport of: that particular form of 
expreſſion, is diſtorted e meaſure from the 
obvious meaning, which is pointed out by the context, 
{ ſhall inſtance in a few, and juſt ſet down Ae wen 
meaning, without any farther remarks. 

F. 6. To ge unte man his neſs. To con- 
vince him of Gop's juſtice, in ſo — him. 

P. 66, Hes Hall receive the 5 
the Lo xp, and rightequſneſs——h 
of bis ſalvation; the Gop who ſaveth hi 

the guilt and from the power of ſin. 

Ibid. I wit make mention! of; thy e ere 
Of thy mercy. So the word frequently means in the Old 
Teſtament. So it unqueſtionably means in that text, 
In 8 by) thy righteouſneſs Hall they be exalted. - . , 
* Z10N all be er- with judg 88 

ere puniſhment and converts —＋ rigbleoufne/s 
—with the dealer mur of Gp, following (hat pu» 
viſhment. 


* * (ar through) the Load I bove rightful 
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and tr juſtifieation and ſanctiſication. P. 69. 
He hat h c <> me with the garments of ſalvation, — ſa- 


ved me from the guilt and of ſin: both of 
which are again expreſſed by, bath covered me with 
#be robe of 11ghteouſneſs. * 

P. 70. Mr rightenſmſt—my merey—ſbal not be 
aboliſhed. 


P. 72. To 2 reconciliation for iniguity to atone 
for all our fins, —and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
fpotleſs holineſs into our fouls. And tis righteouſ- 
neſs is not human, but . It is che gift and the 
work of Go. 

P. 73. Tux Lonp ow irhteouſreſe—The author 
both our eee and * 

P. 84.“ WHaT righteouſneſs ive us peace af 
the laſt day, inherent or imputed ?”* ” Both. Chriſt 
died for us and lives in us, that we may have 8 
in the day judgment 

LETTER V. 2 89. Te have peat like precious 
faith through tbe ri io bteouſne the mercy — of our 
Loks. Seek ye the 75 dom 0 and bis rige 
neſs—the holineſs whi Ning; from Go p reigning 


in 
P. 9 91. — &r revealed the righteouſneſs of G OD 
3 method of juſtifying fingers. 
P. 92. 93. WE eftabliſh the law, as Wen 
ſalvation without a perfect conformity to it namely, 
by Chriſt.” Is not this a mere quibble? and a quibble, 
which, after all the laboured evaſions of Vit ſiur and a 
chouſand more, does totally make void the Jaw ? But 
not ſo does St Pau teach. According to him. Mit h- 
out holmeſs,- perſonal holineſs, ns nan ſball ſee the 
Loxp: None who is not himf## conformed to the 
law of Go p here, ſhall fee the Lo RAD in glory. 
Tuts is the grand, palpable objection to that whole 
Fcheme. It directly mate, void the - law. It makes 
thouſands content to live and die tranſgreſors of the 
1 becauſe Chriſt fulfilled it ** erefore, 
though 
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| though I believe, he hath lived and died for me, yet! 
would ſpeak very. tenderly -and ſparingly of the for- 
mer, (and never, ſeparately from the latter), even as 
ſparingly as do the ſcriptures, for fear of this dyead- 
OP. 96. * Tux gi of righteoyfiſs malt Ggnity arigh- 
P. 96. Tart geft eouſne/s a 
teouſneſs not — own. 1 Les, it fignifies the rĩigh- 
teouſneſs or holineſs, which Gon gives to WG 
in them. 
Po 9 .. Tax obedience: of one is Chriſt's actual per- 
formance of the whole law.“ So here his paſſion is 
fairly left out! Whereas his becoming obedient unte 
death, that is, dying for man, is certainly the chief 
4 part, i not the whole which is meant that 


expreſſion. 
Ibid. * THaT the righteouſneſs the law might be 


fulfilled in us — That is, by our repreſentative in our 
nature. Amazing! But this, you ſay, © agrees with 
the tenor of the apoſtle's arguing. or he 1s demon- 
ſtrating we cannot be juſtified by our own co | 
to the law,” No: not here. He is not ſpeaking 
here of the canſe of our juſtification, but the fu ir 
it. Therefore that unnatural ſenſe of his words does 
not at all << agree with the tenor of his * | 

P. 98. * I ToraLLY deny the- criticiſm on —— 
and . and cannot conceive on what it 
is founded. O how deep an averſion to in ward holi- 
neſs does this ſcheme naturally create? 8 5 

P. oo. Tux right eſs chey attained could 
le, not be any perſonal righteouſneſs.” Certainly it wa. 
1 u was implanted as well as imputed. 1 
ut P. 104. For inirudtion' m'righteouſneſs, in the righ- 
the teouſneſs of Chriſt,” Was there ever ſuch a comment 
the if before? The plain meaning is, For training up in 0. 
the _ of heart and of life. 


105. He ſhall convince the world of ri — 


That I am not a ſinner, but innocent and holy. 
58 P. 107. * Tnar we migbt be made the righteouſneſs of 


Gop in him. Not intrinſically, but imputativ 
gh | Both 
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Both the one and the other. G 0D, through him, firſt 
arcounti and then Jr ao rae Accordingly, 
P. 111. Tux righteouſneſs which i. Gop auh, 
is both imputed and inherent. if MA 

P. 112. « My faith fixes on both the meritorious life 
and atoning death of Chriſt.” Here we clearly agree. 
Hold then to this, and never talk of the former with- 
out the latter. If you do, you cannot ſay, « Here 
we are expoſed to no hazard.” Yes, you are to an 
exceeding great great one; Won the hazard of livin and 
Kr And then we are loſt for 


_—_ a. _— . -.,.oa 


e f 
the earth and its atmoſphere, and comprizes abun- v 
eee te 

utiful n 
P. 138. Gru s have © a ſeat on the virtuous fair tl 
one's breaſt. I cannot reconcile this with St Paul. ¶ be 
He ſays, Not with'peorls : by a parity of reaſon, not n- 
with diamonds. at in oil ine Tine eve, you are 
too favonrable, both to the defire of the feſb and the ¶ hi 
defire'of the eye. You are a gentle caſuiſt as to every ¶ %. 
| — Which a plentiful fortune can furniſh. II 

_ == 144. Ou Saviour's obedience” —O ſay, with W wt 
the good old Puritans, our Saviour's death or merits. MW Ch, 
We ſwarm with Antinomians on every fide. Why I for 
are you at ſuch pains to increaſe their number? ide 

P. 157. My mouth ball fhew forth thy righteouſne/t and if den 
thy ſatvation..—Thy which brings my falvation. W for 


Tux eighth letter is an excellent d ion of the ſuff 
ſupreme greatneſs of Chriſt. I do not obſerve one WI 
ſentence in it, which I cannot chearfully ſubſcribe to. 
Tut ninth .con a deſcription of the 
Py with various inferences deduced therefrom, is hke- 
.wile wg» Ant ary uſtneſs of ſentiment, as well a 
beauty. of langu t I doubt whether mere 
frimpt, P. 214. x pul not too low an expreſlion ; and 
$a might not as well have ſaid nothing of 


5 cod, 
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4 cod, the ſtandin 1 or concerning 
« the exquiſite reliſh of turbot, or the deliciouſneſs of 
ſurgeon,” p. 218. Are not ſuch obſervations beneath 
the dignity of a miniſter of Chriſt? I have the ſame 
doubt concerning what is faid (p. 236.) of © delicate- 
ly-flavoured tea,  finely-ſcented coffee ; the - friendly 
bowl, the pyramid of Italian figs, and the N 
of Aleppo.” Beſide that the mentioning in ſuch 
a manner is a ſtrong encoura t of luxury and ſen- 
ſuality. nay * oo 5 — — fy hiſb 
in particular i non inſamunt ſatis ſua ſponte, inſliga. 
LETTER 10. P. 246. Thoſe treaſures which — 
from the imputation of Chriſt's righteoufneſs.”” Not a 
word of his atoning blood? Why do ſo many men love 
to ſpeak of his righteouſneſs, rather than his atone- 
ment? I fear, becauſe it affords-.2 fairer excuſe for 
their own unrighteouſneſs. To cut off this, is it not 
better to mention both together? at leaſt never to 
name the former without the latter? | 
P. 261.“ Farru is à perſuaſion that Chriſt has ſhed 
his blood for me, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs in my 
ſtead.” I can by no means ſubſcribe to this definition. 
There are hundreds, yea thouſands of true believers, 
who never once thought, one way or the other, of 
Chri/Ps fulfilling all righteouſneſs in their ſtead. I per- 
fonally know many who to this very hour have no 
idea of it; and yet have each of them a divine evi- 
dence and conviction, Chriſt loved me, and gave hi 
for me. This is St Paul's account of faith: and it 13 
ſufficient. - He that thas believes, is juſtiſiet. 
Pi. 263. Ir is a ſure means of purifying the heart, 
and never fails to work by love.“ It furely purifies the 
heart—if we abide in it; but not if we drato back to 
perdition. -It never fails to work by love, whileit con- 
_y but if itſelf fail, farewell both love and good 
WO 3 * 14 a 
„ FArr is the hand which receives all that is laid 
up in Chris. Conſequently, if we mate ſhiptureci of 
ö | the 
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the faith, how much ſo ever is laid up in Chriſt, from 
that hour we receive nothing. 

LETTER 11. P. 265. Furz in the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, is a fundamental principle in the 

ofpel.” If ſo, what becomes of all thoſe who think 
nothing about imputed righteouſneſs * How many who 
are full of faith and love, if t eee man perth 
everlaſtingly ? 

P. 276. Tay hands muſt urge the way of the 
deadly weapon, through the ſhivering fleſh, till it be 
plunged in the throbbing heart.” . not theſe de- 
ſcriptions far too ſtrong?! may they not occaſion un- 
profitable reaſonings in many readers? 


Ne puerum cor am populo Medea tracide. 


Ibid.. < How can he juſtify it to the world? Not n. 
at all. Can this then uſtiſy bis faith to the world? th 
P. 285.“ You take the certain way to obtain com- th 
fort; the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt.” What, with- W + 
out the-atonement ? Strange 2 for an unſcrip- ge 
tural, dangerous made of expreſſion / 10 

P. 286.“ So the merits of Cbriſt are derived to all th 
the faithful. Rather the fruits of the Spirit which 
1 plainly typified. by the oil in Zechariabis me 


P. 291. Has the law any demand? It muſt go to for 
him for ſatisfaction. Suppoſe, Thou ſhalt love thy to 
neighbour as thyſelf,” Then I am not obliged to love any 
my neighbour. Chri/? has ſatisſied the demand of the 
law for me. Is not this the very quinteſſence of Anti- 
nomianiſm? 


P. 292.“ THE N teouſneſs wrought out eſus F 
Chriſt, 15 wrought ght for all hit people, by Jef P 
cauſe of their juſtification, and the purchaſe of their fal- ¶ cont 
vation. The righteouſneſs is the cauſe, the purchaſe.” I net. 
So the dedth 70 Chriſt is not ſo much as named! Tas grac 
all his people.” But what becomes of all other people ? , P 
is f; 


TRE muſt inevitably periſh for ever, The die was caſt 
or 


£ this you call on oo 


Ms'WESUEYs LETTER. =# 
D eee 
them by, has 9 EA 


Conſign'd hes unborn fouls, to bell, 5 
And d them from their mother's 3 


1 could ſooner be a Turk, a Peiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than 
1 could believe this. It is Teſs abſürd to deny Wy 

being of Gop, than to make him an 142 hey ene o 
ns, are 


P. $00. Tu whole world and all its 


rich with our Creator's 85 oodneſs. His tender mer - 
cies are over all his works. 
of mankind? Where is his goodneſs to the non - 
elet? How are his tender mercies over them? < His 
temporal bleſſings are given fo them.“ But are they 
to them bleſſings at all? Are they not all curſes? Docs 
not God tnow- they are? that they will only increaſe 


Are they over the bulk 


their damnation? Does not he degn th 3 ſhould f Ant 
77 this is ten 77 


ar e not diſcern AP 1 os of 
1 each individual obj ” No; on your 
re not a ſpark of it, in this —* or the next, to 
the far greater er part of the work of his-own hands ! 


P. 303 


P. 317, 18. * Is Go a generous benefactor to the 


meaneſt animals, to the loweſt reptiles? And will he 
deny my friend whiat1s to his preſent com- 
fort, — his final acceptance?“ Yea, will he deny it 
to any ſoul that he has made? Would you | deny it to 
any, if it were in your power? 


But if you. ld whom Gov: abborr'd,._ 
Ihe ſervant were above his LozD.. .- 


r. 32 r. TE woedding-garment here means holineſs 
P. 324. Tas is his tender complaint, They vill not 
ceme unto me! Nay, that is not the caſe; they can- 
not. He himſelf bas decreed, not to give them _ 
grace without which their is impoſſibſe! 
P. 325. % Tur grand end whic Gov in all 
his favourable di to fallen man, 1 is bo demon- 
Von. IV. No 16. C ſtrate 
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ſtrate the ſovereignty of his grace. Not ſo; to impart. 
happineſs to his — iy grand end herein. 
»; — to demonſtrate his ſovereignty,” is a principle 
| af ain! fit for the great Turk, not N * 
P. 328. Gop hath pleaſure in the 
ſervants. He is a boundleſs ocean 


that occan is far from boundleſs, if it wh 
rane-tenths of mankind... 
Aena 


e . 


P. 327. < You cannot ſuppoſe 
to a freſh covenant with a rebel. I both ſuppoſe and 
know he did. Gop made the new covenant with 
Chriſt, and charged him with the performance of the 
conditions.“ I deny both theſe aſſertions, which are 
the central point wherein Calviniſm and Antinomia- 
niſm meet. 85 I have made a covenant with my. cbeſen. 

—— Namely, .. With Devel oy Srv: So Gop himſelf 


explains it. 
_ blood which ad 


351.“ Hz will waſh you 
ones, and inveſt you with therightoonſhes which ju- 
ſtiſies. Why ſhould you fen 
der, what Goo has joined ? 

P. 463. G0 himſelf at the lat day pronounces 
them righteous, becauſe they are intereſted in the o- 
bedience of the Redeemer. Rather, becauſe 
are walked in his blood, and renewed by bis Hyun. 


| Veron the whole, I Gn but. with, that the * 
of theſe dialogues had been executed in a different | 
manner. Mott of the grand truths of Chriſtianity are 
Herein both explained and proved with great ſtren 
and clearneſs. Why was any thing intermixed, which 
could prevent any ſerious Chraſhan's recommending 
them to all mankind? any thing which muſt necefſan- 
ly render them exceptionable, to ſo many thouſands of 
the children of Gop ? In practical writings I tudioul(- 
ly abſtain from the very ſhadow of controverſy. - Nay, 
even in controverſial, I do not knowingly write one 
ne, to which any m— A For 
. „ 4 | opinions 


- 
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opinions ſhall I deſtroy the work of Gop? then am 1 a 
bigot indeed. Much more, it I would not drop any 
mode of expreſſion, rather than offend either Jew: or 
Gentile, or the church of Gop. I am, 
With great ſincerity, 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate brother and ſervant, - 
| | 21 * / 

I have but one thing more to add, which is, con- 
cerning the /eaſonableneſs of the following publication. 
It may, perhaps, be thought a needleſs revival of a 

diſpute, waich happened long ago, and which is now 
probably forgotten. In anſwer to which, I can affure 
the reader, that the above is printed from an edition of 
the Preſervative, now on ſale at the Foundery. The 
ſeaſonableneſs of this publication is therefore apparent ; 
for though my brother died December 25. 1758, the 
controverſy did by no means die with him, but ſtill 
ſubſiſts ia the daily publication and ſale of the Pręſer- 
vative, which alſo comes with a ſpecial * recommenda- 
tion from Mr Weſley, into the hands of all his preachers, © 
tobe by them firſt © carefully read, then to be recommended 
and explained to the ſeveral ſocieties where they labour.” 
So that the controverſy is, in the molt effectual man- 
ner, daily and hourly kept alive by Mr Weſley himſelf. 
This proves very ſufficiently the ſeaſonableneſs, and, 
as things have happened, the expedtency, of the pre- 
ſent appearance of the following letters in public. 
How pertinent an anſwer they contain to Mr We/tey's 
objections, is now to be left to the conſideration of the 
candid reader. | SLE . 5 


Miles's-Lane, . W. HEeRrver. 


December 5. 1764. | 
* Sce the laſt paragraph of a tract, entitled, Reaſons againſt 
a ſeparation from tie church of. Kogland.. Printed alſo in the 


t rejervative, p. 237. Ch | 
* 1 L E I- 


1 TH E- 
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RR v. Sik * 


ing remarks on the dialogues derween The- 
ron and Aſpaſio. As, after a careful peruſal, 
S$4 1 ſaw very little reaſon to alter my 2 
ments, I laid aſide your epiſtle without returning an 
anſwer, in hopes chat my ence (which it ſeems you | 
miſtook: for obſtinacy ould moſt — — 
=y advice ; which d it been i in- 
oy ” whole have been delivered in- — s words, 
hat ye ſtudy, or make it your ambition, to be quiet *+ 
Since you have, by printing theſe remarks, ſum- 
moned me, though reluctant, to the bar of the Pu- 
blic, it ſhould ſeem, that [ought not to diſcredit 


*i Thefl; iv; IT. (Sanger  beagtifl word, rich with men- 
ing, and not adequately by Make it your: ambiti 
eee Ws 2 1 
| C 3 EN the © 


39 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let 1. 
the truth once delreered to the ſaints, by a timid ſilence; 
and i am the more willing to anſwer for myſelf, as 1 
have now the privilege of an unprejudiced judge, and 
an impartial jury. —If my defence ſhould be loft on 
my opponent, it may poſſibly make fome uſeful impreſs 
Bons on the court, and candid audience. However, 1 
will not abſolutely deſpair of convincing Mr Weſley 
himſelf, becauſe it is written, Give admonition to a wiſe 
man, and he will yet be wiſer *. On ſome very mo- 
mentous and intereſting points, I may probably be a 
little more copious than the ſtrict laws of argument 
demand, in order to exhibit ſome of the great truths 
of the goſpel, in ſo clear a light, that he may run who 
readeth them; in ſo amable and inviting a light, that the 
believer may rejoice in them, and the ſinner may long 
for them. For ſuch digreſſions, I promiſe myſelf an 
eaſy pardon, both from yourſelf and the reader. © 
Thus you open the debate; In the ſecond dialogue, 
cc js not the deſcription-often too laboured, the lan- 
<«< guage too ſtiff and affected? I muſt confeſs, Sir, this 
ammadverſion ſeems to be as juſt, as the praife which 
have here and elſewhere beſtowed, appears to be 
ih: the former, if not more pleaſing, may be no 
leſs ſerviceable than the latter. For both I acknow 
myſelf your debtor; and if ever I attempt any thing 
more in the capacity of an author, Lwill be ſure to keep 
my eye fixed on the caution you have given. 
l am forry that the next words bring on a complaint, 
ſo cloſe to my acknow ent. Tou cite the 
4 according to the Dublin edition, having wrote 
„ rough draught of what follows in Ireland.“ But 
ſhould you not, in complaiſance to your readers on 
this ſide the water, have referred to the pages of the 
Englilb edition? For vast of ſuch reference, there is 


Prov. ix. 9. The original phraſe is only m Give, which 

may ligoily, Cive admonit ian, as well as (what our verſion has 

eee eben 30m 
1 | hardly 
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hardly diſtinction enough, in ſome places, to know 
which are your words, and which are A s: 
Should you not alfo, in juſtice to the author, before 
you tranſcribed the rough draught for the preſs, have 
conſulted the af? 'edition of his work? Which you 


well knew was not the copy, from which the [1/4 im- 


preſſion was taken, yet might reaſonably ſuppoſe to be 
che haſtinaccuratss 7527 1p 2 9 7 CoLIRRE IO. , 

When I read your next paragraph, I am ſtruck 
with reverence, I am aſhamed and almoſt aſtoniſhed, 
at the littleneſs of the preceding obſervations. Stiff- 
neſs of ſtyle, and a thouſand ſuch trifles, what are 
they all compared with ju/t:fication before the infinite 
and immortal GO D? This is a ſubject that commands 
our moſt awful regard, a bleſſing that ſhould engage 
our whole attention. As this is the d article to 
come under our conſideration, Iwould defire to main - 
tain an inceſſant dependence on the divine SPIRIT, 
that my thoughts may be influenced, and my pen 
guided by the wiſdom which cometh from above; 

that I may neither pervert the truth, by any errone- 
ous tations,” nor diſhonour it by ak anchriſtian 
temper. It would be eaſy to make uſe of bitter fatire, 
and diſdainful irony, the contemptuous ſneer, or the 
indignant frown.—And indeed, Sir, you have laid 
yourſelf open to every attack of this kind: but theſe 
are not the weapons of a Chriſtian's warfare. 


LEGS FL 


— — Nos defenſoribus is. 


we are to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 113," 47th 


meekneſs and fear ; meekneſs, with to thoſe who 
ant te or e us; fear, with regard to n IM, 
whoſe cauſe we plead, and whoſe eye is ever'upon us. 
« Is juſtification,” you ſay, more or leſs, than GOD's ? 
9 ing and accepting à ſinner, through the me- 
“ rits of CHRIST?” I ſome chat wonder, Sir, 


that you ſhould aſk this queſtion, hen it is profeſſedly - 


anſwered by Apa, Who has preſented you with a 
#4155 $4 C 4 | very 
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very circumſtantial definition of juſtification, explain- 


ing it, eſtabliſhing it, and obviating ſeveral objections 
advanced againſt it. If you would animadvert with 
ſpirit and force, or indeed to any conſiderable; purpoſe, 
ſhould you not lay open the impropriety of this deſini- 
tion, ſhewing from reaſon and ſcripture, that it is 
neither accurate nor orthodox ? rs Nas 

At 61. 62. the reader may, ſee Aſpaſſs's ac- 
count of juſtification, and find the words imputation 
and righteouſneſs of CHRIS, particularly explain- 
ed: the latter dengtings & all the various inſtances 
of his active and paflive obedience 3”. accordingly it 


is aſſirmed (page 62.) The puniſhment we deſerved, 


<«. he endures; the obedience which we owed, he fulfils.” 
— What Aae bere profeſſes to underſtand by the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST, the reader is particularly 
requeſted to bear in his memory, that he be not miſ- 
led by Mr -We/ey, who often forgets it, and complains 
when the righteouſneſs of CHRIST is mentioned, 
that his penal ſufferings are quite omitted. 1 would 
not wiſh, Sir, to have a plainer proof, that you do 
not diſcard the active, than Aſpaſiͤ has hereby given, 
that he never excludes the paſſive. Hg e 
By your queſtion, you hint a diſlike, yet without 
informing us what it is, or wherein Apaſio's illuſtra- 
tions and proofs are deficient. You propor and on- 
ly propoſe, another definition. Well then, to differ 
you as little as poſſible, nay, to agree with you, 
as far as truth wall it, ſince yon are ſo loath to 
admit of our repreſentation, we will accede to yours; 
eſpecially if it be ſomewhat explained, and a little im- 
proved. For indeed the words, in their preſent form, 
are rather too vague to conſtitute any definition. Par- 
doning and accepting may happen to be only diverſified 
expreſſions of the ſame idea. The merits of CHRIST 
ill certainly. comport, either with Pop:/b or Socinian 


notions. It abounds in writers of the former ſort, 


and it is to be found in the latter. Therefore, to be 
| | | more 
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more explicit, - by pardaning, I mean, G O D's ac- 
quitting a ſinner from guilt, of every kind, and of 
every degree. By accepting, I mean ſtill more, GOD's 
receiving him into full favour, conſidering and treat- 
ing him as righteous, yea perfectly e | 
righteous, —By the merits of CHRIST, I would al- 
ways be 8 to ſignify, his active and paſſive obe · 
dience, all that he wrought, and all that he ſuffered, 


for the ſalvation of mankind *. Intereſted in all this, 


the believer enters into the divine preſence, and ſtands 
before the divine MA ] ESTV. - Not like David's 
ambaſſadors, ſtealing themſelves e ſafe in- 
deed, but with the marks of Ammoniſiſß inſults on their 
ons: he rather enters like that illuſtrious exile, 
75 into the preſence of Pharaob, when his priſon - 
garments were taken from him, and he was arrayed 
in veſtures of fine linen, meet for the ſhoulders of thoſe 
who appear before kings. With this explication Iam 
content that your deanition take place of mine . I 
would farther obſerve, that you have dropt the word 
imputed, which inclines me to ſuſpect, you would ca- 
ſluer the thing. But let me aſk, Sir, how can we be 


The merits of CHRIST is certainly an ambiguous phraſe, 
and what I can by no means admire; but as it occurs in Mr 
Weſley's letter, and in many valuable writers, I have, led by 
their example, uſed it in the following debate, ſtill underſtand- 
ing it, and ſtill uſing it, in the ſenſe explained above. 

+ To gratify Mr Meſley, I have admitted his phraſe, “ the 
«© merits of CHRIST,” though, as it is 2a phraſe of dubious 
import, and what almoſt any ſect or will ſubſcribe, I 
ſhould much ſooner chuſe to abide by 4/pa/to's language. And 
why ſhould we not all ſpeak with the ſcriptures ? Why ſhould 
we not uſe the expreſſions of the apoſtle? He ſays, juftified 

the blodef CHRIST; he ſays, made righteous by the obe. 

enceof CHRIST. Mm re ents. Sinners are par- 
doned and accepted through the blood, through the obe- 
dience of CHRIST, we have a warrant for our doctrine, 


which is indiſputable ; and a for our yhi 
2 ‚— —— TEENEY 
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ified by the merits of CHRIST, unleſs they are 
imputed to us? Would the payment made by a ſurety, 
procure a — for the debtor, unleſs it was placed 
to his account ? is certain, the of old 
could not make an atonement, unleſs they were im- 
puted to each offerer reſpectively. This was an ordi- 


nance ſettled by JEH O AH elf *. And were 


not the ſacrifices, was not their i imputation typical of 
CHRIST, and things pertaining to CHRIST? 
the former prefiguring his all · ſuſficient expiation, the 
latter ſhadowing forth the way whereby. we are parta- 
_ kers of its efficacy; The l (not the A ys 
teouſneſs and obedience, 425 3 
which CHRIS performed is * — by GO 
28 our own. This you call an ambiguous expreſſion ; 
but, if conſidered in conjunction with the fore 
and following enlargements, I ſhould think it — i 
ty deſerve the charge. A/pafio all along labours to be 
Cs: by In this pl place he more Fully opens his 
dr another view of the nature, and 
3 the Ns ge of imputation. The nature, 
it being the fame as A to our account ſome- 
thing not our own f. pA , CHRIS T's righ- 
— thus placed to our account, being as effec- 
tual for obtaining our falvation, as if it was our own 
perſonal qualification J. To the latter you expreſsly 
agree, . no objection : to the 
8 thus explained, you cllewhere declare 
ent + os W 
ann Sir, muſt 
© Lev. vii. 18. ff ann the Be of the ſacrifice of bis prece: 


eferings be eaten at all an the third day, it ſball not be accepted, 
neither fall 5 unto him that offereth it. It ſhall not 


be acccept ? for this reaſon, becauſe jt ſhall not be im- 
puted. pn, A pin nia, tht he cr ite caſe of th 
without impntation, whether it be of the 


8 the. blood of che deal, or the death of 


CHRIST, there is no acceptance. 
-+ Theron and Aſpaſio, p. 61. 2} Thid. p. 64. + 
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table para 


Facts * 


Let. 11 ASPASTO VINDICATED. 4g; 


we not feel an rr at vo rn 
the next para pag 

„ For CHRIST's fake do not. What? 
nothing leſs can excite or juſtify this vehement excla 
mation, but the obtruſion of ſome that is 
moſt glaringly falſe. and auſolutely damnable. Shall 
we 2 ſuch a' thunder of ex- 
plofion, only to ſilence a particular phraſe? In another 
perſon this would look like profane levity ; in Me 


Weſley, the ſofteſt appellation we can give it, is idle 


All this clamour merely againſt words! words 
too, the explication of which, and the doctrine colts 
tained in them, yourſelf allow. Dear Sir, 4 
word or a phraſe? Can it do either 
but as conveying right or wrong — | Wi 
the mere pronouncing or hearing of a word 
abracadabra, or higgajon ſelab, or imputed) ark hed 
its idea, poiſon the of men, and induce 
them to work all uncle 5 with greedineſs? | As'you 
have been firing without an wks. 4 45 paſio is owned 
for an ally), ſo you ſeem to be tri ng without a 


at the ex and have no explicit know 
* the words im => 
following! yet live e 

and in the exerciſe of the duty, as well as by the 


annexed deſcription N from baren and their temper 


Per 
who are far enou „that if 
but be pardoned for the ſake CHRIST, Nr en 
2 ———— n 
neſs, by their own good behaviour. Hence it will 
appear, that he has been too cautious, to part with the 
very thing for which he is contending. And this is 
more abundantly evident from the cloſe of his chari- 
ph, wherein, though he allows ſuch peo- 
ple to be ſafe; yet he laments their embarraſs, and 
their deficiency in light, ftrength, and 'confolation. 


this 
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this would afford but a ſlight reaſon, for ſo paſſionate 
an _ however, this is certain, St Paul uſes the 
phraſe, G O D iniputeth *, and that e mig hi 
be inputed $5 Now, is it poſſible, that there ud be 
righteouſneſs imputed, yet not an imputed righteouſ- 
neſs? Io affert this muſt argue either a wonderful 
ſubtil reſinement, or an — ears ſtrong prejudice, 
It is not neceflary.”” — Perhaps fo. But is it not 
neceſſary Mr Weſley ſhonld either inform us, what ſenſe 
of the phraſe it is, which he apprehends fo likely to 
miſlead men, or elſe, inſtead of exclaiming againſt 
Afpaſis, Thould join all his force with him, in defend - 
ing that ſenſe which .they both eſpouſe ? © It has 
<< done immenſe hurt.” When we are made ſenſible 
of the immenſe, or indeed of any real, hurt done by 
the phraſe, inputed; when we ſee thoſe who diſlike it, 
cordially warm for the ſentiment expreſſed in other 
words, we will then conſent to refign it for its equi- 
valent, reckoned as our an oa yung to our account, —as 


_ effeftual at rf our own perſonal qualification. Till then 


we muſt guard the caſket for the ſake of the jewel. 
We prefer the word imputed, becauſe it ſays more at 
once, than any other term we know; and becauſe we 


are aware of a common practice uſed in wg; by 
a 


the oppoſers of ſound doctrine. They pret 

only againſt the phraſe, that by bringing this into diſ- 
uſe, they may cauſe that to be forgotten. Shall we 
not then diſpute for imputed righteouſneſs? Yes, Sir, 
we muſt diſpute, both for the doctrine and for the 


phraſe, ſince there are perſons who openly ſtrike at the 


one, and we fear with a view to ſupplant the other. 
Shall we not diſpute for imputed righteouſneſs, though 


the words are 2 grand eee, of the ſcriptures; 


and the thing the very ſpirit and effence of the goſpel? 
Not diſpute tor that which is better to us ſinners than 


all worlds, better than our hearts could wiſh, or our 


thoughts conceive; which in ſhort is the beſt, the no- 


— .* Rom. iv. 6. n. 4 J Rom. iv. 11. _ 
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ele the coniplte gift, that G OD himſelf. can 
un, n 
When ſuch a 2 gift, and fuck a righteouſneſs 5s the 
ſubject of diſputation, we muſt not give place, no, 
not for an hour ; we muſt maintain its matchleſs excel- 
lency, ſo long as we have an breath, or any being. 


We muſt ſay, in direct tion to your fervent but 
unadviſed zeal, Fr CHRIS T's Ales, let us con · 


tend earneſtly for imputed righteouſack ; becauſe it 


— — coo, e Fur 
« the ſake of immortal ſouls,” let us hold fait and hold 
forth this precions truth; | becauſe it yields the ſtrong» 
ct conſolation to the gui 3 y = | 

endearing, as as prevailing an- 
ducement to univerſal obedience. 


' Jo aſcribe pardon to CHRIST! en eternal 
<« life to his active obedience, is fanciful | rather than 


_ « judicious.” The remark is juſt; nod > the gage 


con ty paſio is ſomewhat dirGgured by 
tures ; he limps a little, by 
o a a kind. There is, in his N 
to check every attempt, either to 
2 of the different parts of aur 
LORD's righteouſn „ 
But 2 Aſpaſio a fair hearing. Thus he * 
es To divide them (the active and pa 
* righteouſneſs) into detached: portions, inde ent 
« on each other, ſeems to be fanciful rather ju- 
« dicious.” To divide into detached portions, is 
more than to diſtinguiſh between the one and he &- 
ther. "The latter 4/pa{o practiſes, the former he 
vows... Independent of each other,” — do th 


words ſtand: for nothing? Have they no — 


that here you ſhew them no regard, and never reco 

lect them throughout your whole epiſtle? Had you 
honoured them with any degree of notice, ſeveral of 
your objections muſt — been precluded; and if the 


more candid reader nn memory, 


x  leveral 


—— — — Os —— — — 


ſeveral of your 
fall to the ground. Beſides, the perſon who tells us, 
the caſe //cems to be ſo, is not ſo peremptory, as he 


misfortune, in 


may be ſomething 


| -offer to difcountenance the 
here is no manner of need to make the u 
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objections will; at the very firſt view, 


who roundly affirms it to be fo ; the former is all that 
Aſpaſto has advanced. Though I am willing that you 
ſhould correct his ſtyle, yet I muſt be you Sir, 
not to make him quite ſo poſitive ; let hi the 
ſatisfaction of being modeſt, even where he has the 
| opinion at leaft, to be erroneous: 
 ©CHRIEST*s univerſal obedience from his birth 


56 to his death, is the one foundation of my hope, 


fays Apa. Ta which you affent, and with a lau- 


dable vehemence, reply, „ This is | unqueſtionably 


< right.” I wiſh, Sir, you would ponder your words 


before you ſpeak, at leaſt before you print, that there 
fixed and certain, on hich ice may 
depend, and by which you will abide. One would 
think; after this acknowledgment, pronounced with 
ſuch an air of ſolemnity, you could never fo far for- 
get yourſelf, as to open your mouth againſt the obe- 
dience, the univerſal obedience of CHRIST, which 
farely muſt include both what he 2oraught, and what 
be /uffered.. Nou confeſs it to be your n,. 
the foundation of your hope, the foundation of 
your hope; can vou then, without the moſt amazing 
inconſiſtency, either with to ſecrete * doctrine, or 


unpu- 
tation of CHRISITꝰs active righteouſneſs a. ſeparate 
c head of diſcourſe. No manner of need, ever 
though you declare, that this active rightenuſneſa, to- 
gether with the expiatory death, is the only founds- 
tion of your hope! Can you think it poſhble ta treat 
of ſuch à topic too particularly, too diſtinctly, too mi- 


nutely? — Aſpaſo has ſhewn the need, or aſſigned the 


reafon for this method of handling the ſubject; be- 
cauſe it ſets the fulneſs of our LOR D's merit in the 
cleareſt light, and gives the completeſt honour to 


GOD's 
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GO D's holy law. Have yon alleged an thing to 
diſprove, or ſo much as to invalidate his . 3 : 
not this to have been done 0 your aſſertion 


9 are 1 not | perſons, 7 1 a 
e, t ut e pardon 
* thy fall by 


55 


of - oyerlaaking, the active obedience of 2 1 
EEMER, whe Head you vor for their fakes ; 


& 2 ſeparate head of diſcourſe?” That, ſceing the 
tranſcendent perfection of CHRIST's work, they 
may ceaſe from 9 their own *; leſt it be ſaid 
to them another day, I will wg 3 a 
and thy works, that for the grand re of Juli 
tion # e 

We muſt therefore take leave to dwell u 


n 


1 teouſneſs of our LORD; we m i ir 
its perfection, in oppoſition to all the vain ns 
of ] ons, endeavours, or ents; 


we muſt demonſtrate, that as or Hon higher 
than the earth, ſo is this divine obedience 2 
than all the works of the children of men; 

tranſcendent in itſelf, and abſalutel i i 


5 of any entation. 
of he ans co ems, A god gets 


Increaſe in any degree its ing cthcacy ; it is like 


all the other works of GOD, concerning which we 
are told, nothing can he added to them. This brings to 
my remembrance 2 moſt beautiful and fublime repre- 
a which you mult have read in the evangel ical 
prophet; Enery valley Hall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain * bill all be made law, and the crooked Hall be 
made ſtraight, and the rough places 2 and ie glo 
1 LC RD Ball be revealed, ad, a 155 Ball al 
2 Here mountains are damoliſhed, yall 
»Heb. iv. 10. + ic it 12. 


Are 


4 
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are elevated, and the earth is levelled into a ſpacions 
plain, on purpoſe to accompliſh what Mr We/ley ſup- 
poles unnece on purpole to give the moſt clear, 
full, ſtriking view of the great REDEEMER, of 
his wonderful perſon, and glorious work; that he a- 
lone may be diſtinguiſhed and exalted; may walk ma- 
jeſtic and confpicuous through the midſt of mankind, 
as being ſingly and completely ſufficient for the reco- 
very bt ſinners. That all fleſh, not Jews only, but 


Geatiles Wo; not men of reputation only, but the 


meaneſt of- ma oY moſt infamous of wretches, 
may together is glory, may on equal ground, 
9 pre-eminence of one above 5 con- 
template and partake of his precious death and per- 
fect righteouſneſs, which are the one object of divine 
complacency, and the ſovereign glory of the LORD 
REDEEMER. According to the import of this 
magnificent piece of imagery, all the differences that 
tub between one man and another are aboliſhed; 
nothing but CHRIST and his complete work are 
propoſed, as the'cauſe of juſtification and the'ground 
of hope. Faith beholds nothing but the divine 'F E- 
. $US; it never inquires, What have I done? what 
have 1 ſuffered ? but what has that moſt illuſtrious per- 
ſonage done, and what ſuffered ? What has J EH O- 
Va manifeſted in our nature, wrought for the bene- 
fit and redemption of ſinners Faith is never weary 
of viewing or reviewing either the active or paſſive o- 
bedience of IMMANUEL. Faith will declare, 
that neither of theſe points can be ſet forth in too 
ſtrong or too recommending 2 light. Faith is ever 
deſiring to ſee more and more of the SAVIOUR's 
worthineſs, that the foul may rejoice in his exce- 
lency, and be filled with all his fulneſfs. 
May you, dear Sir, abound in this faith, and live 
under ſuch views of GOD our SAVIOUR; then 
I fatter myſelf you will be diffatisfied with your 55 
„ : | BI" X14 0317 * ent 
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ſeat opinion, and not be diſguſted at the freedom of 
ſpeech, uſed” by”. 
'Your's, G 


SS s8sss8 88888 5888888888888888888 | 
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Mans S1R, 


Am particularly pleaſed at my entrance on this' e- 
Is r it derer me with a view of Mr 


very good In umour. Inſtead of reb 4 
5 — e puts off the frown of cenfure, for 


the ſmile of approbation. I hope to follow the ami- 


able example; to . and applaud, where- ever 
opportunity offers, and truth permits. And though 
I ſhall be ſometimes obliged to oppoſe or refate ; yet 
I ſhall do both with all the tenderneſs and lenity, 
which may conſiſt wich a proper vindication of the 
truth. | 

—«< 0 third and fourth dialogues contain an admi- 
<« rable illuſtration and confirmation of the great doc- 
<« trine of CHRIST's ſatisfaction.“ —This is gene- 
rouſly acknowledged. Yet even here it fo unhappily 
falls out, that complaiſance gets the ſtart. of judgment. 
Did 3 advert, Sir, to —— ſtate of the controverſy, 
or conſequence of Ap ² s argui uſt 
either give No a favourite Gr, or aß AP berg 

his doctrine. 

' Aſpaſio maintains, that CHRIST s ſufferings were 
puniſhment z real, proper puniſhment. Now and 
CHRIST, an innocent perſon, be puniſhed, without 
bearing fin; the very {in of others? Could CHRIST, 
a divine perſon, bear the ſin of others, and not do it 
perfectly away] Or can they, whoſe guilt was puniſhed 
in CH R IST, and whoſe ſin is perfectly done away 
by CHR IST, can they periſh eternally ? But I for- 
bear, Yourſelf, -and the Judicious reader will eaſily 

Vol. IV. No 17. 95 apprehend 
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apprehend my meaning, and. diſcern the point, to 
which theſe queſtions lead. All the benefit I propoſe 
by this remark, is, to convince Mr Weſley, that he is 
not incapable of a miſtake;—that he has tripped a lit- 
tle, in what he commends, and therefore may poflibly 
make a falſe ſtep, in what he condemns. 

Unleſs I may be allowed to propoſe this additional 
advantage, the rectifying an impropriety in ſome 
ple's apprehenſions, concerning our L O-R D's vicari- 
ous fufferings. It is uſual to ſay, . He bore the pu- 
e niſhment, not the guilt; the penalty, not the fault.“ 
Which ſeems to be a diſtinction more ſcrupulous than 
judicious; anſwers no other end, but that of dero- 
gating from our RE DE EME R's grace, and weak- 

ing the foundation of our hopes. | 

The guilt of ſin, I take to be what the apoſtle calls, 
«waz, the tranſgreſſion of the law. From hence ariſes 
the obligation to puniſhment. This guilt our LORD 
fo truly bore, that he was no leſs liable to the arreſt of 

uſtice, and the infliction of vengeance, than if he 

imſelf had committed the moiſt enormous crimes.— 
He bare, ſays the HOLY GHOST, the fin of ma- 
ny. But puniſhment cannot be reckoned the ſame as 
2 any more than wages can be accounted the ſame 
as work. It then our LO R D bore fin itſelf, he muſt 
bear every Og criminal, that is included in it; no 
circumſlance of demerit or aggravation excepted. 

He bore the fault, therefore he makes us without 
fault in the ſight of GOD; and will preſent us fault- 
leſs before the throne, with exceeding joy.—He bore 
the guilt — therefore our LOR D's ſufferings were 
real puniſhment, juſtly inflicted by the ſupreme JUDGE, 
and, on principles of juſtice, diſcharge us from all 

niſhment whatever. He bore the £/th;—therefore 

felt, what thoſe wretched: ſouls. endure, who die 
in their iniquities; his eternal FATHER forſook 
him, and hid his face from him as from an abomina- 
ble object 


| @ mm wAway 
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This renders our SAVIOUR'”s propitiation 
great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing 
this, we have nothing to fear. Conſcience is ſatisſied, 
and the accuſer of the brethren is filenced. Nothing 
can be laid to our charge by the righteous law, and 
nothing remains to awaken the indignation of the 
rightedus ] UDG E.—Whereas, if this was not done, 
we have reaſon to be terribly apprehenſive. If CHRIST 
bore not the guilt, then ſinners muſt bear it in their 
own perſons; if he took not away the filth, then it 
muſt he on tranſgreſſors, and W them loathſome 
for ever. If the fault was not transferred to him, 
then it maſt abide upon us, and be our everlaſting 
ruin. 

Neither does this doctrine in any degree detract 
from our SAVIOUR*s dignity. It rather gives 
him the honour due unto his name, F ESV S. As in 
the feales of a balance, the lower the one deſcends, 
the highey the other mounts; fo the deeper our M E- 
DIAT OR's kumiliation ſinks, to the more exalted 
height does his riſe. The more horrible the 
condition to which he ſubmitted, the more illuſtriouſ- 
ty his ſhines, and the more clearly the Pere 
foction of his work appears 

Satisfaction was made to the divine law, fays 4ſpaſio. 
« I do not remember any ſach expreſſion in ſcrip- 
* ture,” replies Mr Ne 9 you not remem- 
ber this expreſſion in he iſtle to * Galatians, 
CHRIST « was made under 5 ie Ub * Why was he 
_ under the br! but to fulfil its precepts, and 

its and is not this à ſatisfaction t 
its demands 4 Fe F l 


. Gal. iv. 4. There is, I think, Sane ing uncouth in this 
expreffion, made under the law. Temme tis true very well com- 
ports with both the clauſes, * wee & wo wes,, But in the Eng. 
/ tranſlation, the participle might, not ungracefully, be wa- 
tar + perhaps in ſome ſuch manner; The Son of GO D was 
ade of a Yoman, and ber ame facher re thr law. 

D 2 The 


2 2 


and aſcertain the ſalvation of a believer. 


AM 
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The truth is, the divine law was violated by our 
fins. It was abſolutely impoſſible for us to make any 
reparation ; therefore CHRIST in our nature and 
in our ſtead ſubmitted to its obligations, that he might 
magnify its injured authority, and render it in the 
higheſt degree venerable ; might make even its tre- 
mendous ſanctions and rigorous requirements, the 
very baſis of grace, mercy, and peace.—Divinely-noble 
contrivance ! unſpeakably- precious expedient! By this 
means, vengeance and forbearance have met together ; 
wrath and love have kiſſed each other, in the redemp- 
tion of ſinners. The law ſays, I am fulfilled. Juſtice 
ſays, I am ſatisfied. While both concur to expedite 


„ This way of ſpeaking of the law, as a perſon 
« injured, and to be fatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſi- 
c ble.” Does not the apoſtle ſpeak of the law as 2 
perſon? a perſon that /zveth , to whom ſome are 
married, and to whom others are dead? Aſpaſio will 
always think himſelf, and his manner of ſpeakin $+ 
fufficiently defenſible, ſo long as he has the apoſtoli Re 
practice for his precedent. 

Having ſuch a precedent, he wants no other; other- W the 
wiſe he might plead the authority of Mr John Weſley ; 
who, in his explanatory notes on the New Teſtament, 
ſays -The law is here ſpoken of (by a common fi- 
« gure) as a perſon, to which as to an huſband, lite 
and death are aſcribed +.” And if the law bean 
huſband, may not an huſband be znjured? may not an 
injured huſband inſiſt upon being fatisfied ? K 

« All the benefits of the new covenant are the pur. 
« chaſe of CHRIST's blood;” this is Apafic's be 
Hef. To this you aflent, © Surely they are.” With 


„ Rom, vie 1. 4. The word 5 at the end of the firſt verk 
is ſpoken of the lau, not of the man, as Mr Meſtey and othen 
have very juſtly obſcrved. It ſhould therefore be tranſlated na 


he, but it. _ | } 
14 Sce Explan. notes, Ram. vii. 1. | 
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” | | | 
pleafure I ſhould receive your ſuffrage, was I not 
_ afraid that this is your meaning; they are /o the 
the purchaſe of his blood, as not to have any depen- 
dence on, or any connection with, his moſt perfect 
obedience. I was alarmed by the cloſe of your laſt 
paragraph, and my ſuſpicions are increaſed by the fol- 
lowing negative interrogation 5 © After this has been 
fully proved, where is the need, where is the uſe 
of contending fo ſtrenuoully, for the imputation of 
his righteouſneſs?” | | 

Aſpaſio has intormed you, Sir, in the ſecond dialogue. 
He has there ſhewn the advantage of unfolding, cir- 
cumſtantially and copioully, this momentous truth. — 
To give you farther fatisfaction, he has quoted the 
—_ of an eminent divine, of which the following 
are a part, —< Whoever rejects the doctrine of the 
« imputation of our SAVIOUR*s righteouſaeſss 
to man, does, by ſo doing, reject the imputation of 
« man's fin to our SAVIOUR, and all the con- 
< ſequences of it.” If you are not ſatisfied with Mr 
Staynce's reaſons, you Le remitted to St Paul. In 
Rom. v. (a chapter of diſtinguiſhed dignity and impor- 
tance) i Kage es v1 that CHR IS T died for 
the ungodly ; that we are juſtified through his blood, 
are ſaved from wrath by his death. After all this had 
been fully proved, where was the need, where was the 
uſe of inſiſting largely upon that obedience of ONE, by 
which many are made * righteous? or upon that righ- 
teouſneſs of ONE, which is imputed to many for juſtifi- 
cation of life? Vet this the inſpired writer evidently does. 

Anſwer the „ queſtion, in behalf of the a- 
poſtle, and you will anſwer it in behalf of A/ a,: or 
if you decline the office, give me leave, Sir, to anſwer 
it on behalf of them both. The blood ef CHRIST 
is never conſidered as independent on, or detached 
from, the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. They united 
their blefled efficacy in accompliſhing the work of our 
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redemption ; we always look upon them as a grand 
and glorious aggregate, in their agency inſeparable, 
though in meditation diſtinguiſhable, Being thus diſ- 
tinguiſhable, at proper times, we meditate upon each 
diſtinctly. We diſplay each with all the particularity 
poſlible, and cannot but contend for the imputation 
of one, as well as of the other. The farther we dig 
into either of theſe ſpiritual mines, the greater fund of 
treaſures we diſcover. The more we glorify the SAVI- 
OUR, the more we ſtrengthen faith, and the greater 
addition we make to our comfort, our peace, our joy. 
Aſpaſio inquires, If CHRIST was our ſubſtitute 
as, to penal ſuffering, why not as to juſtifying obe · 


dience? You reply, —* The former is expreſsly aſſerted 


« in ſcripture, the latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there.“ 
A ſmall inaccuracy here, Sir! the former is no more 
a ſcripture- expreſſion, than the latter; while the lat- 
ter is no leis the doctrine and ſenſe of ſcripture than 
the former.—A little piece of forgetfulneſs likewiſe ! 
ſince you juſt now acknowledged, that O HRIST's 
«< univerſal obedience was the one foundation of your 
< hope.” But how can his obedience be any foun- 
dation of your hope, if in this cipacity he was not 
your ſubſtitute ! Take away the circumſtance of ſub · 
ſtitution, and there is no more ground for your re- 
hance on the obedience of CHRIST, than for your 
reliance on the obedience of Gabriel. We are made the 
righteouſneſs of G O D, becauſe we are I N him, as our 
proxy and our head; becauſe he wrought the juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, not only in our nature, but in our name, 
not only as our benefactor, but as our repreſentative. 
As fin and miſery have abounded through the 
% firit Adam, mercy and grace have much more a- 
bounded through the ſecond. So that now none 
“% have reaſon to complain.” Here indeed we have 
Aſpaſus's words, but in a patched and Visfigured 
condition. One part taken from page 181. and ano- 
ther wrenched from page 177. Let any one es 
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whole of thoſe paſſages, and judge whether they can 
be fairly appplied to the doctrines of election or pre- 
deſtination. Yet Mr Weſ/ley is reſolved at all adven- 
tares, with or without occaſion, to introduce theſe 
fubjects of deep and perplexed diſputation. Therefore 
he replies, No, not if the ſecond Adam died for all, 
„ otherwiſe all for whom he did not die, have great 
<« reaſon to complain.“ 

Here, Sir, do you not force an inference from Aſpa- 
ſio's words, foreign to his deſign? He is ſpeaking of 
thoſe who betake themſelves to CHRIST, and are 
recovered through his righteoufnefs. Such perſons he 
particularly mentions. Of fuch alone he diſcourſes; 
without confidering the caſe of others, who, deſpiſing 
or neglecting the REDEEMER, reject the counſel 
of G O D againſt themſelves. — Would it not be as e- 
difying to the reader, and as agreeahle to your office, 
if you ſhould join with Apaſio in diſplaying the free, 
ſuperabundant, infinitely-rich grace of our GOD; 
altogether as becoming this, as to divert his aim, and 
retard his ſteps, when he is prefling forwards to this 
prize of our high callingin CHRIST FESUS? 

Aſpaßo's words are, When we betake ourſelves to 
« CHRIST FESUS, we ſhall find, chat, as ſin 
and miſery have abounded, c.“ Pleaſe to obſerve, 
Sir, how he limits his diſcourſe, conſequently is obli - 
ged to defend nothing, but what correſponds with 
uch hmitation, | 

Had the J/raelites any cauſe to be diflatisfied with 
the proviſion made for their ſuſtenance and their cure, 
when the ſerpent of braſs was lifted up on the pole, 
and when the bread from heaven lay round about 
their tents? No more have ſinners any cauſe to 
think themfelves aggrieved, when the falvation of 
GOD is evidently ſet before them in the goſpel; is 
brought to their very door, in the preaching of the 
word, and they are allowed, importuned, com- 
manded to receive it by faith. This is enough for me. 

NV D 4 Enough 
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Enough this for any tranigreſſors, who want, not to 


gratity curiolity, but to inherit life. —If they, or you, 
Sir, chuſe to pry further, and to intrude into the divine 
ſecrets, I muſtleavey ou to yourſelves; ſaying, as Idepart, 
The ſecret things belong untothe LORD our GOD ; but thoſe 
things which are — 5 belong unto us and our children &. 

„The whole world of believers.”—*< This is an 
ce expreſſion which never occurs in ſcripture.” —It af- 
fords me a kind of preſumptive proof, that folid 
objections are not at hand, when ſuch ſhadows are 
liſted in to the ſervice.—I thould be under no pain if 
you could prove your charge, beyond all contradic- 
tion. To what would it amount? Why, that Afpaſm, 
having occaſion to mention a certain topic, happened 
not to make uſe of the very ſyllables and let- 
ters made uſe of in ſcripture. And do you or I, 
Sir, in all our ſermons, journals, preſervatives, and 
Chriſtian libraries, undertake to uſe none but ſcriptu- 
mal. expreſſions? Had we done this, one beneſit might 


indeed have accrued to the public. It would conſi- 


derably have reduced our volumes.—But I trifle as 
well as Mr We/ley. You proceed to enforce your re- 
monſtrance, by adding, —* Neither has the expreſſion 
any countenance from ſcripture.” I am really a- 
ſhamed to detain our readers any longer upon ſo tri- 
vial a point. Therefore what I am going to reply, is 
only a word to yourſelf. You, Sir, can tell who it 1s 
that affirms in a certain hymn ; 
| For eu'ry man 

"Tis fniſd d, tis paſt— 

The world 1s forgiv'n 

For JESU Jake. 


We world forgiven What, all the world? every child 
of Adam; they who believe not on CHRIST and 


die in their ſins? This you cannot mean; this you dare 
not aſſert; this, I think, no mortal can ſuppoſe. You 


Deut. XXIX- 29. yourſelf 
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yourſelf therefore, by the world,” muſt intend 
e the believing world ; and are you offended at A- 
ſpafio for commenting on your text ? for expreſſing 
plainly what is implied in your own words? 

In the LO R D hall all the houſe of Iſrael be juſtified. 
This text Aſpaſio quotes, and acquieſces in the com- 
mon verſion, upon which you animadvert. * It ought 
* unqueſtionably to be rendered by or. through the 
« LORD.”, How hard is A/paſie s lot! If he does 
not uſe the exact language of ſcripture, he is criminal 
at your bar, witneſs the preceding objection ; if he 
does uſe the exact language of ſcripture, as in the 
preſent inſtance, you indite him for an erroneous 
tranſlation. So that it is next to impoffible to eſcape 
your cenſure. 

In the LORD, you affirm, is not the pure lan- 
guage of ſcripture, it is a wrong tranſlation, and 
* ought unqueſtionably to be rendered by or through the 
«1 o RD.” Yet quiſquis adhuc uno partam colit aſſe 
Minervam Whoever has learned Hebrew no more than 
a month, will aſſure our Engliſb reader, that the pre- 
fix 2 is the very firſt word 3 = Bible. Muſt it there 
be tranſlated by or' throu beginning: If our 
young ſcholar — only 12 pfalter, re — ſhew the 
{ame particle occurring three times within the firſt 
verſe. In the counſel—in the way—in the feat. Twice 
in the ſecond verſe; His delight is in the law—in bis 
law will he exerciſe himſelf. Three times more in the 
remainder of the pſalm, /hall *. forth fruit in his 
eee not land in jud Neither in the con- 

$regation of of the ri er o let the Engl/i/b reader 
Judge for himſelf, whether the Hebrew — muſt 


br reer be rendered” in all theſe places by 


« or through.” By or through 'his ſeaſon! by or 
through the Congregation! B But I ſtop, there is no 
need to app Neither 1s there any 
— — , to determine con- 
cerning any one of them. n ſenſe in this caſe is 
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ſufficiently qualified to be our critic and our arbitrator. 
only with, Sir, you had produced the evidence for 
the corrected verſion. Then the publ:c might have 
ſcen on which fide the balance were likely to turn; 
and which were the moſt cogent logic, © Aſpaſios doc- 
<« trine is falſe, therefore the is wrong 3 
r therefore his doctrine is 
KC true. L 

By this time, I believe, the unlearned reader will be- 
gin to diſcern, what d of credit is due to your criti- 


ciſms upon the original, and to your alteration of the 


common verſion, when "they are ſupported by nothing 
more, than your bare — I alſo — to be ap- 

e, that our canvaſſing the ſenſe of words, and 
ſifting the dead e will be no very agrecable 
entertainment to any reader. I will the fire for the 
future be more conciſe in the execution of this buſi- 
els ; eſpecially as I have here given a ſpecimen of what 
might be done. I will try, if it is not poſſible, to ani- 
mate what would otherwiſe be dull, 2211 to blend god- 
ly edifying with critical diſquifition. 

Te are complete in him. With this tranſlation alſo Mr 
Weſley finds fault.“ The words literally rendered are, 
<« Ye are filled with him.“ -I am ready to grant, that 
places may be found, where the prepoſition « muſt be 
underſtood according to your ſenſe. But then every 
one knows that this 4s not the native, obvious, literal 
meaning; rather a meaning ſwayed, influenced, 
moulded by the preceding or following word. The 
literal ſignification Co „ avis is as we have rendered it. 


Nor is there the leaſt occaſion to depart from the 
received interpretation; it is ſuitable to the context, 


and to the ſcope of the whole epiſtle. 


However, we will ſuppoſe your criticiſm to be juſt. 


Does this deſtroy or enervate Aſpaſos argument? 
Would you have one meaning contradict or 2 


tze other? © Ye are filled wh him, therefore qe are 
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clude or imply the latter? Can you, or I, or any one 
wel filled with every requiſite for our recovery and hap- 

t not be complete? It ſeems, therefore, you 
get ge 1 by Homo crĩticiſm, but the ſatisfaction of 
doing violence to the phraſe, without any improve- 
ment of the ſenſe, or any advantage to your canle. 
„The whole u affirm) relates to ſanQifi- 
cation, not to juſtiſication.“ Where is your proof, 
Sir? This we always expect. This Mr Weſley ſeidom, if 
ever, condeſcends to give. © Yes,” he fays, any un- 
ce reader may Cee it.” A ſtrange kind 
of proof! reducible to no figure in logic, unleſs there 
be a figure ſtyled ie 2 to anfwer for the 
i. reader, I he would obferve the very 

The words of the apoſtle are not a little for- 
cible againſt your ſenſe of the paſſage, as will appear 
from the tranſitive adverb a The next and the 
ſubſequent verſes, we allow, relate to ſanctiſication: 
if this verſe does the ſame, ſuch is * manner of the 
apoſtle's reaſoning, In whom ye are ſanCtified, in 
« whom alſo ye are ſanctiſied.“ ereas, if the firſt 
clauſe denotes the juſtification of the Colofhan converts 
through the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, if the follow- 
ing periods deſcribe their ſanctiſication, asaconſequence 
of this moſt happily operating privilege, then the rea- 
ſoning is juſt, an the tranſition graceful. © In him 
« ye are complet ely juſtified, in him alſo ye are truly 
fanctiſied.“ 

The whole paſſage is calculated to teach us, that 
CHRIST is the fulmeſs f our ſufficiency. In him, 
and in him alone, there is enough to anfwer all the 
purpoſes of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, fanctification, and 
redemption.—It is intended likewaſe to admoniſh us, 
that we ſhould reſt fatisfied with him alone, in oppo- 
ſition to all the fond inventions of men; who would 


introduce ſomething elſe for the ground of our confi- 
dence, and the wk of our conſolation, as though it 
was faid j— | ITN 

216 If 
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If indeed our LORD FESUS CHRIST had 
been an ordinary perſon, or merely a created being, 
ye might well be offended at my doctrine. Ye might 
then with ſome colour of reaſon ſeek to the maxims 
of philoſophy for wiſdom, or to the works of the 
law for righteouſneſs. But CHRIST is an immenſe- 
ly-glorious perſon, for in him are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge CHRIST is an incompa- 
rably- exalted ſovereign.— for he is the head of all prin- 
cipalities and powers. — Vea, CHRIST is the ſupreme 
incomprehenſible I EH OVAH; for in him dwelleth 
all the fulneſs of the GODHEAD bodily. Being 
therefore tranſplanted into him by faith, ye are com- 
plete. Partakers of him; ye have every bleſſing and 
all good. Thought cannot imagine, nor deſire crave, 
any thing farther, greater, higher, 

Matchleſs privilege! exalted felicity! O may the 
knowledge, the experimental knowledge of it, fill 
our hearts, as the waters cover the abyſs of the ſea / 
Then will we ſing the hymn which once expreſſed your 
ſentiments, and ſtill expreſſes mine. 

* Fon earth and beav' n to bleſs” 
The LO RD. our righteouſneſs. - 
The myſtery of redemption this, | 
This the SAVIOU R's ſtrange deſign ; 


® See p. 56. of Hymns and ſpiritual ſongs. Anonymous in- 
deed, but univerſally aſcribed to Mr Weſley. In theſe excellent 
lines, how ſtrongly marked are the ſentiments of the goſpel! 
Our offences ſo fully imputed to CHRIST, as to be account - 
ed his. His righteouſneſs ſo fully imputed to us, as to be ac- 
counted ours. In him we are complete, becauſe his moſt obe · 
dient life, and his all · atoning death are ours. We are guilt- 
leſs, not through our repentance, or reformation, but becauſe 
he has died for us. We are righteous, not on account of any 
graces or attainments of our own, but becauſe he, has hved for 
us. To theſe truths I moſt cordially ſubſcribe. This js that 
good old wine that once made Mr #7/ley's heart glad. He has 
ſince new; but I hope he will be brought to ſay, The 
< old is better.” — nan ; 
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Man's offence was counted his, 3 
Ours his rigbteouſne /s divine. | 


In him complete we ſhine, 

His death, his life is mine: 

"_ am I juſtified, ” 

Free from fin, and more than free, 

Guiltleſs, fince for me he diedy 
Righteous, ſince be liv'd for mb. 


The text lately quoted from [/azah, is part of a pa- 
ragraph eminent for its dignity and uſefulneſs. We 
then conſidered a fragment of it in a critical view ; 
let us now examine the whole of it with x devotional 
ſpirit. Thus examined, I truſt it will be no longer a 
dry bone, but a feaſt of fat things full of marrow. 
Permit me to prepoſe a correct tranſlation of the ori- 
ginal ; to add a ſhort illuſtration of the meaning, and 
then take my leave for the preſennt. 
Loot unto me and be ſaved all the ends of tbe earth, 
for I am GOD, and there is nought elſe *. By myſelf 
have I ſworn, the word of + righteouſneſs goeth out of my 
mouth; the word ſball not return. To me every tnee ſhall 
bow, and every tongue ſhall ' ſwear , ' ſayme, © _ 

_— 56 


* None elſe— f exactly rendered, fignifies there is not 
beſides. Not any perſon, nor any thing, No perſon able to 
lend an helping hand. No thing capable of yielding the leaſt 

op h | 


ce. | 
+ The word of righteouſneſs, M N apprehend is equi- 
valent to St Paul's nyo dau, and ſignifies, if not the whole 
goſpel, that precious doctrine, which is the goſpel in epitome. 
For the vindication of this verſion, fee Vitringa in loc. 
t Shall fwear. Our tranſlation ſeems to aif:ontous the di- 
vine ſpeech here ; which weakens the force, and diminiſhes 
the dignity-of the paſſage. I apprehend JEHOV AH is ſtill 
ſpeaking, and in the following words, preſcribes the form of 
the confeſſion, or dictates the words of the oath, in which 
ſinners ſhall teſtify their allegiance, —even the allegiance of 
faith. Agreeably to this ſuppoſition, I would tranſlate the 
word MN ſaying. It will then denote not ene, or a few, 


— 
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ly * in the LORD have I righteouſneſs 4 and ſtrength. To 
Lin ſhall men come, and all that are offended in him, ſhall 
be aſhamed. In the LORD ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be 


juſtified, and in him ſball t 


hey glory. 
'Here the SON of GO D preſents himſelf in all the 


glories of his perſon, and all the riches of his grace ; 
preſents himſelf as the object of faith, and the author 
of falvation ; to be received by ſinners, without any 
recommending qualities, or any pre-eminence of one 
above another hear his gracious words. 
Loot unto me, wretched ruined tranſgreflors, as the 
wounded Hraalites looked unto the brazen ferpent. 
Look unto me dying on the croſs as your victim, and 
obcying the law as your ſurety.— Not by doing, but 
ing and believing; not by your own deeds, 
but by my works, and my ſufferings, be ye ſaved. 
This is the myſterious but certain way of ſalvation. 
Thus ſhall ye be delivered from guilt, reſcued from 
hell; aud reconciled to GO D. Who are invited to 


partake of this ineſtimable beneftt ? AH the ends of the 


| but every tongue mentioned in the foregoing verfe. wWo7 x 
am aware is of the feminine gender, but every reader knows 
bow ofen the Hebrews neglect the nicety of grammatical con- 
ſtruction, and every reader ſees that the idea of UN or of a 
per/on, is comprehended in the word tongue. _ 
The prophet's 18 4 7 is ſomething like the apoſtle's 
ab wirerye, yea, doubtleſs, Phil. ii. 8. The HOLY GHOST 
reaches believers to ſpeak with vehemence upon this point, to 
ſignify their ſtedfaſt and reſolute affiance in the glorious R E- 
DEEMER, together with the migtity and matchleſs impor- 
tance of this faith, I have taken in this idea, becauſe, it is 
ſuggeſted by the Eng/i/b tranſlation, though I prefer the ex- 
cluſi ve ſenſe only ; as implying an abſolute and total renuncia- 
tion of every other confidence. | | 
+ Righteouſneſs. This is the preciſe ſigniſication of , 
which being in the plural number, ſeems to denote complete» 
neſs. A righteouſneſs, perfect, entire, and lacking nothing; 
having every thing * for our pardon, our acceptance, 
our everlaſting juſtification. „ gf — 475 
W 2 Bo cls | earth. 
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earth, People of every nation under heaven; of every 
ſtation in life; of every condition, and every charac- 
ter, not excepting the chiefeſt of ſinners. 

Is it poſſible that the obedience of ane ſhould fave 
innumerable millions? It is not only poſſible, but in- 
dubitable. Tr I am 60 D infinite in dignity and 
power; therefore all ſuſſicient, yea omnipotent to 
ſave; to ſave all that come unto me; be the multi- 
tudes. ever ſo great, or their caſes ever ſo deſperate.— 
(Is nothing to be done by tranſgreflors themſelves? 
Are no conditions to be fulſilled on their part ?) None, 
there 1s nought befide ne. No perſon can take any 
ſhare in this great tranſaction. Nothing can in the 
leaſt degree cœ operate with my merits. Should you 
add to my obedience and d all that faints have 
performed, and martyrs 2 endured, it would be 
like adding a grain to the fands af the ocean, or a 
moment to the days of eternity. | 

Such is my compaſhonate invitation, and this my 
mviolable deeree. but freorn ; 
{worn by and all incom ble excel 
lencies. The ward of righteouſneſs, which relates 
to che grandeſt or all and moſt important of 
all intereſts, is planned, — and unalterably de- 
termined, Now, even now, it goes out of my mauth, 
is declared with, the utmoſt. folemnity, and eftabliſhed 
by veracity. itſelf, The-word ſhall not return, either 
to be re by me, or fruſtrated by any other. — 
What is the decree confirmed by this moſt awful oath ? 
We are all attention to hear it. Ta nie every knee. ſhall 


' bow, Every ſoul of man, who deſires to inherit eternal 


life, ſhall fubmit: to my righteouſneſs, and as an un- 
worthy creature, as an obnoxious criminal, obtain the 


—— wholly through my atonement.— To n — 


tongue Gall fear. Be man's ſuppoſed virtues ever ſo 
various, or ever ſo ſplendid, all thall be difclaimed, and 
my worthineſs alone hall ſtand. Renouncing every 
other truſt, they fhall repoſe the conlidence-of — 
| 22 


56 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. 


ſouls on me alone, and make public confeſſion of this 
their faith before the whole world. But we, O LORD, 
are ignorant, we cannot order our ſpeech-by reaſon of 
darkneſs.— This then ſhall be the form of your oath, 
ſuch the tenor of your confeſſion. 

Surely—It is a moſt wonderful, yet a moſt faithful 
ſaying, extremely comfortable and equally certain. On- 

ot in myſelf, not in a poor frail creature, but in the 
incarnate JEHOVAH alone, in his divinely-excellent 
deeds, and unutterably-meritorious ſufferings, I have 
righteouſneſs, a righteouſneſs without ſpot, without de- 
and in all reſpects conſummate; ſuch as ſatisfies 
every requirement of the law, and moſt thoroughly ex- 
piates all my iniquities; fuch as renders me completely 
accepted before my judge, and entitles me to everlaſt- 
ing life. From the joyful knowledge, the perſonal ap- 
pro n, and the perpetual improvement of this in- 
eſtimable privilege, I have ſtrength for my ſanctiſication. 
Now do I indeed delight myſelf in the | LORD, who, 
y reconciled, and infinitely gracious, has done 

ſo great things for me. Now do I cordially love my 
_ neighbour ; and being ſo happy myſelf, — 
hop for his eternal happineſs, that he may be a partaker 

witheh>of.this great fitvatiog. . 

To this ſovereign decree, the prophet ſets, as it were, 
his ſeal,” or elſe, in a tranſport of joy, he foretels the 
accompliſhment of it. Les, my brethren, to him, e- 
ven to this gracious REDEEMER, ſhall men come. 1 
ſee them —— g as clouds for multitude, as doves for 

believe the report of his goſpel, and re- 
ceive of his neis.— Whereas, all they that are offend- 
ed in him, that cannot away with his doctrine, which 
pours contempt upon all human excellency, and will 
allow no righteouſneſs to avail but that which is divine; 
who refuſe to come unto him, poor, and miſerable, and 
ſtript of every recommendation; all they Hall le aſba- 
med. The fig-leaves of their own duties, or their own 


LAN thall neither adorn them for glory, nor 
ſcreen 
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ſcreen them from wrath, —but ſhall abandon. them to 
vengeance, and cover them with double confuſion. 
While, on the other hand, all the ſeed of Iſrael, every 
true believer, ſhall be juſtified in the LORD. Againtt 
theſe perſons no accuſation ſhall be valid; no condem-- 
nation ſhall take place: ſo magnificent is the majeſty, 
ſo ſurpaſſingly-efticacious are the merits of their SA VI 
OUR, that in him they ſhall not only confide, but glory; 

not only be fate, but triumphant ; clothed with his in- 
comparable righteouſneſs, they ſhall challenge every 
adverſary, and defy every danger 6 OEM 


To this portion of ſcripture I have led back your 


thoughts, that I might not cloſe with any diſguiting 
ſentiments, but might leave a tweet favour on your 
mind, on the reader's mind, and on the mind of 


AE v. Sis, 
I" Your's, Sc. 


eee eee 
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RE v. Sin,' 11 6 
ET me, now, reſume my obſervations on your 
epiſtle. Which I do, not for the fake of diſpu- 
ting, but for the cauſe of truth. . ; 
Ihe goſpel contains many fablime and glorious 
truths. But there is one, which, beyond all gthers, 
characterizes its nature, its import, and delign ; which 
makes it moſt eminently to differ from every other 
form of religion, profeſſed or known in the world. 1 
mean the doctrine of free juſtification, through the righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST. This is to the religion of 7 E- 
SUS, what the particular features and turns of counte- 
nance are to each individual perſon. - | "mn 
I have ſometimes amuſed myſelf, with ſtanding by a 
painter, and obſerving him at his work. Here I have 
Vol. IV, No 17. E £ 4 been 
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been ſurpriſed to ſee, how much a. very little ſtroke 
would alter the aſpect of his draught; would turn the 
gay into a ag or the compoſed i into a frantic 
of Mr We/ley's touches are to 
appearance ſmall; but, IL fear, they will be found to diſ- 
figure more chan a little the heavenly portrait; and 
ve anew, not the native, air, to the truth as it is in J E- 
90 S. But I proceed; my buſineſs being to prove, 
not to blame. 

Sinners who betake themſelves to the all - ſufficient 
SAVIOUR for redemption, are fully accepted by GOD, 
for his beloved 5 O N's fake. This is juſtification 
through imputed righteouſneſs, ſays Ape 0. — That 
remains to be proved,“ anſwers Mr think, 
it is pretty largely, and, Iwould hope, it is ſatisfactorily 
proved, through the whole book. —Nay, 1 find M. 
Weſley himſelf ere long acknowledging g, that “ as to 
<« the doctrine we backs gar? Either therefore you 
have received the , which you demand; or elſe 
you can ſubmit without conviction, and agree without 
cauſe of agreement.—Not to take advantage of ſuch 
flips, I would rather enjarge upon what may be uſeful. 
I would aſk Mr Weſley; In what other way ſinners 
2 juſtified or 1 ſave only through impu- 
teouſneſs ? — Through their own good | deeds, 

2 holy tempers * This ſuppoſes the fruits to be good, 
white the tree is corrupt ; and would make ſalvation 
to be of works, not of grace. Through their own 
Faith, ſtanding in the law ! Then — are juſtiſied be- 
fore a perfect 0D, by an imperfect endowment; 
and life eternal is obtained, by the exerciſes of ther 
oven mind, "ol the merits of F £ SUS CHRIST. 
Are they without any righteouſneſs, cither 
PR — — or —— * from another 


r 


60. e They who receive the gift of righteouſucs, Row. 
a. Thi 
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This is an unworthy thought ; this were an unſuffer- 
able practice; JEHOVA himſelf being judge, He | 
that juſttfieth the wicked is an abomination. &. 

Say not, GOD is à free agent, and not bound to 
obſerve his own law. Say rather, the rule of righ- 
teouſneſs revealed in the law, is his moſt ſtedfaſt will; 
unchangeable as his nature. Conſider alſo, what this 
law requires. A ſatisfaction for fin, not defective, 
but completely ſufficient ; a performance of the com- 
mand, not fincere only, but abſolutely perfect.— Will 
GO D, in juſlifying a ſinner, diſregard, contradict, 
overthrow his own 1 ? Inno wiſe, Since then it in- 
ſiſts upon what no Are can Yield, muſt not all 
fleſh periſh for ever: 

This would be the W conſequence, if - 
matters reſted on human abilities. But here the bleſ- 
ſed goſpel comes to our relief ; ſhewing us, that 

0 D, in his immenſe mercy, and unſearchable wiſ⸗ 
dlom, has found 'out a way, at once, to ſatisfy the un- 
alterable law, and fave inſolvent man; to juſtify 
even the chief of ſinners; yet without, the leaſt vio- 
lation of juſtice, truth, or holineſs, — What is this 
way? His own SON accompliſhes the great work, —— 
How? By relaxing the precepts of the law, that we 
may perform them? by diſannulling- the ſentence of 
the law, that we may eſcape it? Heaven and earth 
hall paſs away, before any ſuch diſhonourable expedi- 
ent takes place. On the contrary, he gives ſatisfac- 
tion to the ſentence, by ſuffering the tremendous pu- 


Prov. xvii. 15. This is an in variable maxim. 17 5 chat 
word of GOD, which endureth for ever. Let it is no objec- 
tion to his method of juſtifying the ungodly. Becauſe he firtt 
imputes his $O N's righteouſneſs unto them: thereby renders 
them truly and perfectly righteous : then pronounces them 
ſuch; and, as ſuch, receives them to pardon, to favour, and 
| eternal life. Does not the text, thus conſidered, affo an in- 


conteſtable Ke for che rel an e tẽouſ- 
neſs? 5 oy: BY, * 
E 2 0 „ $ niſkment 
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niſhment denounced ; and he fulfills the precept, by 
vielding the ſinleſs obedience required. Becauſe this 
was to be finiſhed in the nature which had tranſgreſ- 
ſed, therefore he was made man. Becauſe this was to 
be truly, or rather infinitely meritorious, therefore 
the man was one perſon with the GODHEAD. 
Still it may be inquired, - How the obedience of 
another can relieve my diſtreſs? How indeed | But by 
GOD's transferring my guilt to him, and va a 
obedience to me. By this method, the thing is clear- 
ly and completely effected. In this method, I ſee a 
propriety and an efficacy, that ſilence my doubts, and 
comfort my heart. Accordingly, it is written, in the 
ſcriptures, GO D was in CHRIST reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 
60D; the work was too arduous to be performed 
by a created agent. Therefore GO D himſelf was in 
CHRIST. None leſs. than the almighty LORD 
could execute the buſineſs. But if HE undertake it, 
how ſucceſsfully muſt it be carried on, -and how glo- 
rioully finiſhed !— Reconciling the world ; not ſettin 
poor tranſgreſſors to reconcile themſelves, but himſt 
contriving all, providing all, doing and ſuffering all, 
that was needful for this great purpoſe; bein; Sim. 
ſelf the creditor, the ſponſor, and payer of the debt.— 
How was all this brought to paſs? By not imputing our | 
treſpaſſes unto us; but taking them all upon himſelf; 
bearing them all, in his own body, upon the tree; and 
ſaſtaimng the vengeance due to all our crimes. Thus 
was the holy ONE and the juſt made fin for us ; that we, 
ſinful duſt and aſhes, migbi, in the very ſame manner, 
be made the righteouſneſs of GOD in him. The former 
could be only by imputation ; and ſo only can be the 
latter. | | | | 
If men talk of being accepted for CHRIST's ſake, 
yet reject the imputation of righteouſneſs, they muſt 
— inadequate notions concerning the relation 
which CHR 7ST bears to his people, and the —_— 
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of his mediatorial undertaking.— Does this ſeem ob- 
{cure ? I explain myſelf.— A perſon may conduct him- 
ſelf ſo honourably and excellently, as, on account of 
his worthy deeds, to obtain favour in behalf of ano- 
ther; and this, without being his ſurety, or any 


thing like his proper righteouſneſs, Witneſs the fa- 


mous inſtance of the two brothers, Anyntas and Eſchy- 
lus. The former was a gallant hero; who expoſed 


his life, and loſt his arm, in the defence of his country. 


The latter was an abandoned and infamons profligate; 
whoſe crimes had brought him to the bar of public 
juſtice. The hero, on the day of trial, appeared as an 
advocate for his brother. He ſpoke nothing, but only 
lifted up to view the maimed and diſmembered arm. 
This ſilent oratory ſtruck the aſſembly ; and pleaded ſo 
powerfully, that the criminal was unanimouſly acquit- 
ted, Here was an acquittal of one, in conſideration of 
the merits of another. But then the abnoxious 
party had no ſpecial intereſt, in thoſe merits. They 
were not acquired or exerciſed, with a particular re- 
ference to his He could not ſay, they are 
mine. Neither did they make him, in any degree, or 


in any ſenſe, righteous. Whereas, the reverſe of all 
this is true, with regard to JESUS CHRIST, and 


juſtified finners. This you and I, Sir, have aſſerted. 
Let us never retract the confeſſion. But, as it 
: the truth of the goſpel, let us ſtill and for ever 
4 In HIM complete we Hine, 
Becauſe _ 
| Ours is righteouſneſs divine. 


. Theron, ſpeaking of the terms inberem and zmputed, 
calls them nice diſtinctions and metaphyſical ſubtilties. 
Mr Weſley makes Aſpaſio apply the depretiating remark 
to the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
Whereas he ſays no ſuch thing. He means no ſuch 
thing. He is treating of a ſubje& totally different. 
T4 E 3 And 
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And was he to maintain ſuch a ſentiment, every one 
muſt obſerve, it would entirely overthrow his whole 
ſcheme. | | 

« You oblige us to make uſe of metaph ſubtil- 
ties, by confounding theſe very different ideas, 
that is, CHRIS T's active and paſſive righteouſ- 
« neſs.”— I could hardly believe my eyes, for ſome 
time; though both of them atteſted, that this was 


produced as a quotation from pag. 187. In which 


age, and for a conſiderable ſpace, before and after, 
the ſubject of debate is the difference between inhe- 
rent and imputed righteouſneſs. —I was, I own, quite 
vexed, to ſee Aa ſo maltreated ; his diſcourſe fo 


miſrepreſented ; and ſo little regard paid to literary | 


Juſtice. And glad Iam, that I did not give vent to 
my thoughts, juſt at that inſtant, I might have been 
too warm, and not have ſpared the rod. But, upon 
cooler conſideration, I began to recover, and the pre- 
ſcription of Herate was of ſervice, 


Amara lento temperat riſu. 


I began to call your conduct, not artifice or ſleight 
of hand, but incogitancy or thought miſapplied. As 
had been thinking ſo long upon the other topic, 

it dwelt upon your imagination; kept this from your 


attention; and led you both to miſtake and to miſcall 


things. Like a certain her, who having loſt his 
fortune in the bubbles of the year 1719, and Laving oc- 
caſion to mention the deliverance of the //raelites from 
Egypt, told his audience, that Pharaoh and his hoſt 
were all drowned. in the South ſea—Poor man! he 
meant the Red ſea, 

Mr Weſley proceeds: We do not confound the 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs.” Does A/paſio, 
Sir? he that conſiders them particularly and ade ? 
he that examines each with a critical and minute exact- 


neſs? If this be to confound, order and confuſion have 


changed their nature. ;H 
245 | Neither 
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Neither do we ſeparate them.” It is ſomewhat” 
difficult to underſtand, what you mean by ſeparating 
the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of our LOR D.— 
Separating them, as to their influence? Then you 
muſt be ſenſible, this is never done by Aſpafio. You 
cannot but know, that he diſclaims fach a refinement. 
He proteſts againſt ſuch a practice. Do you mean, 
treating them as things really diſtin, though always 
uniting — agency? Then 1 am at aloſs to reconcile 
Mr Weſley with himſelf, For, in the very next para- 
graph, he thus expreſſes himſelf. © Through the 
* merits of his life and death, every believer is juſti- 
« fied.” Are not the merits of his life here di/tin guſbed 
from the merits of his death? Does not the former ex- 
preſſion denote his active, the latter his paſſive obe- 
dience? Or would you be underſtood to mean, © throu A 
« the merits of his life, which are nothing elſe but 
« merits of his death?“ If you would not ſpeak 1 af 
this manner, ſo unworthy of your better judgment, 
you do the very thing which you blame. —This is 
done ſtill more apparently, in one of your hymns, 
Where we ſee, not only a ſeparation, but a diſtin 
uſe and application of the ſeparated fubje&ts. 


Grant this, O LORD; ; for thou haſt dy'd, - 
That I might be for 

Thou haſt tbe e fſupply'd, 
For which I merit 


I could eaſily excuſe Mr Weſley, fs being a little in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf; did he not alſo venture to 
confront the apoſtle, by the following affertion. * Nei- 
Ather have we any authority from ſcripture, | for 
either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate == 
4 _ other.” — Does not St Paul, in one 

of the obedience? in another; of the Eb 0 „ 
HRIST? Does he not, in one place, enlarge upon 
the righteouſneſs? in another upon the blood of 
CHR ST? If fo, we have an authority from ſcrip- 
E 4 # ture, ; 


* 
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ture, we have the example of the chictcſt apoſtle, for 
this way of thinking and ſpeaking. 

We have alſo a concurrent teſtimony from the 
genius and import of the original language. Do 
not waw and uu ſignify ſomewhat different from 
wa and ec? Are there any approved writers, who 
ule theſe words promlcacully = ſo many ſynony- 
mous and convertible — 41 If not, the voice of 
grammar will vindicate the propricty of our conduct, 
while we atlign a ſeparate diſcourſe to each ſubject, 
and exhibit —_ ſeverally in the moſt diſtinct view. 

Are not light and heat always united in the ſun ? Is 
the Wert to blame, Who conſiders them diſtinctly; 
and examines each property, in a ſeparate treatiſe ? 
You would commend this practice in the philoſopher, 
as the way to enter thoroughly into the knowledge of 
his ſubject. And why ſhould you explode or cenſure 
it, in the Chriſtian divine ? Are not theological truths 
as worthy of acircumſtantial and accurate inveſtigation, 
as hiloſophical ? Will oy not as amply reward our 
diligence, and yield as ric advantage to the ſerious 
inquirer? 

N The Ti ghteouſneſs A juſtifies ſinners, is already 
ht out ſays Mo loot — A crude unſcriptural ex- 
on,” replies Alt may be ſo. But if the 

— 3 is plain . true, I will fit down content. 
This, however, you will allow me to obſerve, that it 
is no new one, and is not far from ſcriptural. Work- 
eth righteouſneſs, you know, is a ſcriptural phraſe. 
Does the word out ſpoil it, or the word . oP | 
ſuppoſe, the latter may be moſt offenſive. 

forak, in this v . of being I 
<« the merits of 's life and death.” 

not theſe 3 tranſacted? is not the _ 
of them 8 or can any lan expreſs 
theſe 5, Ban th clearly, and 22 — 
— —.— thoſe emphatical words in one of * 


“ 
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Let us for this faith contend, 

Sure ſalvation is its end-. 

Heav'n already 1s begun, 
Everlaſting life is won. 


Pardon me then, Sir, if I ſtill ſuſpect, that the 
doctrine and its conſequences, rather than the expreſ- 
ſion and its crudity, awaken your jealouſy. If this doc- 
trine be admitted, if the juſtifying righteouſneſs be al- 


ready wrought, it muſt abſolutely overturn all your 


prerequiſites, qualifications, and conditions; condi- 
tions of repentance, obedience, and 1 know not. what 
beſides. We mult ſay to every one of them, as Jebu 
ſaid to the meſſengers of Foram : What haſt thou to do 
with the grand article of juſtification ? Get thee behind 
me. Could they be fulfilled, they would come a day 
too late; like the ſickle, when the harveſt is reaped. 
Could they be fulfilled in a/ their imagi dignity, 
they would, in this relation, be needleis; like a pro- 
polal for augmenting the ſplendour of the fun. 
« The. nghteouſneſs which juſtifies ſinful man, 
“ was /et on faot, when G OD ſent forth his SON, 
from the habitation of his holineſs and glory, to be 
« born of a woman, and made ſubject to the law.—It 
* was carried on, through the _—_ courſe of our 
*SAVIOU R's life; in which he always did ſuch 
„things, as were pleaſing to his heavenly FATHER. 
Alt was completed, at that ever memorable, that 
grand period, when the bleſſed IMMANUEL bow- 
ed his dying head; and cried, with a ſtrong trium- 
«* phant voice, II IS FINISHED.” —Upon this 
extract from 405 s diſcourſe, Mr Weſley exclaims, 
* O vain philoſophy !'—Philoſophy ! ths philoſophy, 
Sir! Never did I hear, till this moment, ſuch doctrines 
aſcribed to philoſophy: But this I have heard, and 
this I believe, that the world, even the learned and 
philoſophic world, by their boaſted wi/dom knew not 
GOD; nor G O D's method of ſalvation, by the ſut- 
TL De GH ferings 
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ferings of an innocent, and the obedience of a divine m 
perſon. Their philoſophy prejudiced them againſt it; hit 


ufted them up with a vain conceit of their own ſuf- his 
ciency ; and ſet them at the greateſt diſtance from tio 
ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of G O D. pet 


I with, Sir, you would ſhew me, in which of the pre 
philoſophers I might find theſe ſacred fentiments; or Sir 
a grain, or a ſpice, or a favour of them. I have, for ſim 
a conſiderable time, laid aſide my Plato, and have no 
more inclination to turn over my Seneca; becauſe! 
can fee nothing like this divinely· precious truth, ad- 
orning and enriching their pages. But if you will 
diſcover this golden vein in their works, I will imme- 
diately renew my acquaintance with them; and will 
do the philoſophers a piece of juſtice, which Mr Meſley 
denies them. I will not call their ptloſophy vain, 
but the wiſdom of GOD, and the power of GO D.—A 
righteouſneſs wrought out, and a redemption obtain- 
ed for us! the former divine! the latter eternal! 
theſe, rightly underſtood, make us, beyond all the 
treaſures of literature, w/e. Theſe, habitually en- 
joyed, will, more effectually than all the delineations 
of morality or exhortations to virtue, render us holy. 

A divine righteouſneſs (pardon me for dwelling on 
my favourite topic) already wrought! A great re- 
demption perfectly finiſhed ! And this by the abaſe- 
ment, the ignominy, the indignities ; by the cries, 
the agonies, the blood of our SAVIOUR. Yea, 
of our G OD, in faſhion as a nan; in the form of a 
ſervant, a ſlave, an execrable malefator.—What, like 
this, did a thouſand philoſophers teach? What, like 
this, do a thouſand of their volumes contain? to 
ſtab our pride; to tame our fury; and to quench our 
luſt? to kindle our benevolence ; tb inflame our de- 
votion; to make us, in a word, wiſe unto ſalvation? 

The plain truth is, CHRIST lived and taſted 
« death for every man,” To be ſure then, ſince every 
man is not ſaved by him, he lived and died * 

13. make 
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make their ſalvation poſſible, From this and other 
hints, I gueſs your opinion to be, that CHRIST, by 
his life and death, obtained only a poſſibility of falva- 
tion. [Which falvation is to become our own, upon 
performing terms and conditions, bringing with us. 
pre · requiſites and qualifications. ]J—lIf I miltak e you, 
Sir, in this caſe, you have nothing more to do, than 
imply to deny my ſuppoſition. is exculpates you 
at once. I ſhall rejoice to hear you ſay, As CHRIST 
made us, and not we ourſelves; in like manner he 
« ſaves us, and not we ourſelves. No human endow- 
« ments, no human performances, but CHRIST alone 
« 1s the author of eternal ſalvation.” ETON, PEA 
Should you reply, True -C HRTST is the author 
of eternal ſalvation, but to thoſe only who obey him ;— 
I muſt then aſk, what obedience CHRIST ires ? 
The jaw ſays, Do and live.” CHRIST, the end 
of the law, ſays, Believe in ME, and live. Be 
verily perſuaded, that I am ſufficient for thy ſalva- 
tion, without any working of thine at all. Is not 
the SON, the SON of the moſt high GOD, given 
unto thee in the divine record? Be fatisfied with 
« his doing and ſuffering, without wiſhing for, or 
thinking of, any thing more, to procure thy final 
acceptance.“ Let no one account lightly of this 
obedience. It is the obedience of faith. The obedi- 
_—_ to the name * SUS. Obedience to pY 
rit an t comman the Beyond all 
other —— it excludes dong and, at the 
lame time, produces that genuine love, that filial fear, 
yhich the law of works requires in van. 
Only to make a thing poſſible, and to effect it, are 
widely different. When our king fits out a fleet, and 
aves his admiral a commiſſion, to haraſs the French 
vaſts, and deſtroy the French ſhipping, he makes the 
ung poſſible. But to carry this defign into execu- 
ion; to accompliſh the enterprize, now become prac- 
cable; is a far more arduous taſk, and à far more ho- 
| | | | nourable 
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nourable achievement. How ſtrangely do thoſe wri- f 
ters derogate from the dignity and glory of the RE. © 
DEEMER, who would aſcribe to him, what cor- T 
reſponds with the former ; and attribute to man, what 
bears a reſemblance to the latter 
If CHRIST only made our falvation poſſible, then th 
we are to execute the plan. We are to face the ene- 
my, to ſuſtain the charge, and ſilence the battery : we 
are to climb the ſteep, to enter the breach, and bring 
off the ſtandards. And fo, in all reaſon, the honour 
and praiſe muſt be our own. — Whereas, the goſpel 
2 all the honour to the Captain of our ſalvation. 
e bore the heat and burthen of the dreadful day. 
He made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
N righteouſneſs. So that all our oſſicious at. 
tempts, like a pinnace arriving after the victory, ſhould 
be told, It is finiſhed ; the great ſalvation is already 
wrought. And inſtead of being diſſatisſied or dilap- 
pointed, methinks, we ſhould rejoice, unfeignedly re. 
Joice, in the accompliſkment of the glorious work. 
If it ſhould occur to the reader's mind, that the , 
Chriſtian life is repreſented as a warfare; and that WF he 
we ourſelves are commanded to fight, though under Wi II 
the banner of our divine leader; to this doubt I would tuis 
antwer,—The Canaamte is Hill in the land; and wetight, WF  - 
not to gain the country, but only to ſubdue the rebels. if t 
. « Whoever perverts ſo glorious a doctrine, thews 
he never believed.” —This may be the ſubſtance of vn 
what A/paſio maintains; though not repreſented ſo fully WF , - 
or ſo clearly, as he has expreſſed himſelf. However, WF ; 
ſuch a ſmall wrong we will readily excuſe. It wu nor 
done with no ſiniſter intention, but for the ſake di our 
To this poſition Mr Weſley replies; © Not fo." neve 
That is; they did really and truly believe. But, aft0 z 
their belief, they apoſtatized, and fell from the faith .: 
They were, ſome time, the members of CHRIST 
and temples of the HOLY GHOST; but, queef the a 
: * 1 
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ſevered from their divine head, they became the ſlaves 
of the devil, and brands for the everlaſting burning. 
Their names were, indeed, written in heaven. But, 
it _— the heavenly records were leſs faithful than 
the pariſh-regiſter. rs were quickly eraſed, and 
their ry in in the book of life knew them no more. 

Or thus—They did as really and truly believe, as 
thoſe who are now in the manſions of glory. But, 
after their true knowledge of the name of the LORD 
JESUS; after their full conviction of his ſufficiency 
and faithfulneſs for their ſalvation ; even fuch as in- 
2 and enabled wager Noo ut their * in him alone, 
for their acceptance wi OD; they were dif: 
pointed. Though CHRIST called them bis yok 
as thus hearing his voice; yet he did not give wnto them 
eternal life, according to his promiſe; but ſuffered 
Satan to pluck them out of his hand. 

Theſe ſentiments have no very probable, much leſs 
have they a pleaſing or | recommending aſpect. Let 
us inquire, whether they comport with St John's de- 
termination of the caſe. Speaking of ſuch backſliders, 
he ſays, They went out from us, but they were not of us. 
Mr Weſley, to be conſiſtent with himſelf, ſhould ſay on 
this occaſion 3 < Not fo; they were of you, but they 
fell away from you.” — The apoſtle proceeds; For, 
if they had been of us, no doubt, they would have'conti- 
nued with us.” Had they been really converted, they 
would moſt undoubtedly have -continued in our doc- 
trine and fellowſhip. Their revolt from our dactrine, 
is a manifeſt proof, that they never truly received it, 
nor with their heart believed it. Their departure from 
our 7 — is an evident indication, that they were, 
notwithſtanding all thew profeſſions, Kill carnal, and 
never renewed by grace. 

Mr Weſley produces a text from St Peter, with a 
view to ſupport his objection. They who turn bath 
as 4 dog to his vomit, had once eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, through the knowledge of C n 18 T. Here 

and 
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and elſewhere I perceive the cannon roar, but without 
feeling the ball. Before this piece of ſacred artillery 
can be brought to bear upon us, it will be neceſſary 
to prove, that the knowledge of CHRIST, or even 
believing in CHRIST, always ſignifies true faith. 
In ſome it certainly does. In other places, it 
-ignifies no ſuch thing. Though I have all knowledge, 
tays the apoſtle ; yet even with this ſpecious endow: 
ment I may be nothing, There is a knowledge, fays 
the ſame author, witch, inſtead of edifying, or eſtu 
bliſhing the foul: in godlineſs, puffeth up with. pride. 
. We arelikewiſe aſſured, that Simon the ſorcerer, though 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity, 
had tnotledgt of the things which concerned th: 
kingdem of GOD, and the name of JESUS CHRIST; 
. nay, that he ale believed, yet had neither. lot nor por. 
tion in the ineſtimable bleſlng. 
Let us attend to the apoſtle's manner, and we ſhall 
be led to put the ſame interpretation upon the phraſe, 
as it is uſed in the paſſage before us. Theſe people are 
not deſcribed like the true believers, to whom nab 
dreſſes the epiſtle. Here is no mention of their being 
partakers of 2 a divine nature; of being born again by the 
incorruptible ſeed ; or of * there fouls purified by 
the 8 I They faid to have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the — f the word ex- 
7 theſe pollutions is u ee, Which denotes 
the groſſeſt exceſſes, and moſt ſcandalous iniquitis 
. Conſequently, their abſtaining from ſuch abominations, f 
implies no more than what is called a negative good 
neſs, or a mere external reformation. Their luſts had WM 
been reſtrained only, not ſubdued. Therefore the un: cer 
happy wretches were eaſily overcome by their old cor BF . 
ruptions.— It is farther obſervable, that St Peter neve! 3 
conſiders theſe perſons as new creatures. He call | 
them by no other name, than the dog and the jou W. 
Such they were at ſirſt; no better, under all ther 2 


IO Chriſtianity ; and no other, even in ther 
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fouleſt relapſes. When they returned again to their 


vomit, or their filthy practices, they returned to their 


own. rhe „ . 
There is, then, a knowledge of CHRIST, which 
is only ſuperficial and notional ; floats idly on the un- 
derſtanding, but neither penetrates, nor ſanctifies the 
heart. There is alſo a knowledge of CHRIST, 
which is wrought by the SPIRLT, and grayed 
into the ſoul; Which receives the gift of righteoul- 
neſs, and brings juſtiſication into the conſcience. The 
comfort and joy of which mortity the love of, ſin, 
and produce the life of holineſs. This knowledge, 
Sir, may you and I teach; in this knowledge may 
our hearers and readers ua + 386 kd 2 2 
wer give us, by means is Know thi 
1 wing to lie and godlineſs ger * 
The goodneſs of GOD leadeth to repentance.— This 
ionably true,” ſays Mr Weſley. © But 
the nice metaphyſical doctrine of imputed righ- 
« teouſneſs.” Should you not rather have faid, the 


nice metaphyſical phraſe? fince, as to the dactrine, 


we are, according to your own confeſſion, agreed ; 
bound therefore, each of us, equally bound to clear 
it of the conſequences, with which it may be charged, 
by the author of the Preſervative, or by any other 
objector.— And as to the phraſe, I cannot underſtand, 
by what authority Mr Weſley calls it metaphyſical. 

heron, it is true, uſes the word, and applies it to the 


preſent ſubject. But does not Mr Weſley know, that 


beron often perſonates an enemy, and ſpeaks the lan- 
guage of. unbelief !/—Be pleaſed, Sir, to explain your 


term; and ſhew, in what ſenſe it is compatible with 


this article of my faith? I am acquitted and count- 


ed righteous before G O D, only through the impu- 


* tation of my SAVIOUR's obedience and death?“ 
Which is, both in ſtyle and ſentiment, truly evange- 


2 3 but, in no degree, that I can diſcern, metapy- 


= 


When 
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When Mr Weſley adds, „ This leads not to repen- 
« tance, but to licentiouſneſs; he ſpeaks what we 
underſtand, not what we allow. — Will any one ſay, 
that ſpeculative reaſoning upon the goodneſs Jar GOD, 
or contemplating it barely in our ideas, leadeth to re- 
pentance ? But, when we taſte and enjoy, when we 
apply and appropriate, his profuſely-rich liberality in 
CHRIST; we are thereby ted to neglect, 
abuſe, and diſhonour our great Mew ctor? Or ſhall 
it be ſaid, the divine eſs, manifeſted in com- 
mon providence and inferior inſtances, tends to awa- 
ken love and work godlineſs? But the fame divine 
eſs, ſhining forth in the moſt illuſtrious mani- 
eſtation, that men or angels ever knew ; ; ſhining forth 
with a glory, a richneſs, a perfection, fu flicient to 
tranſport heaven and th with joy unf ble: 
this goodneſs tends to excite contempt of G 0 P, 
and to cheriſh carnal indulgence? Such an inſinua- 
tion, ſo depretiatory to the righteouſneſs of the blel- 
fed FESUS, I had much rather have heard in 2 
Jewiſh ſynagogue, than Dave ſeen in Mr Weſley s WTt- 
tings. 

No, Sir; this and this TOP leadeth a nner to re- 
pentance. Not all the munificence of the DEITY; 
neither the rain from heaven, nor fruitful ſealots; 

neither the fatneſs of the earth, nor the abundance of 
the ſeas; can take away the enmity of our nature, 
and reconcile our affections to G OD. Nothing, 
nothing but a ſenſe of pardon and acceptance, through 
the work finiſhed on IMMANUEL's croſs. —It 
you 'pleaſe' to review the text, you will not athrm, 
that che apoſtle is aſſerting the efficacious influence of 

idential | ns tr the hearts of men. Hen 

evidently 1 1 * 9 the = and almoſt ge- 
neral abuſe o ſack ough it ought. it 
does not produc 1 and duty: It would in- 


. deed upon upright, but it does not thus operate cet 
* minds. No cauſe is adequate to this effect, 
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but free juſtification through FESUS CHRIST. 
6 The believer cannot but add to his faith, works 
ce of righteouſneſs.” — During his firſt love,” ſays 
Mr Nefey, © this is often true. But it is not true 
* afterwards, as we know and feel by melancholy ex- 
4 perience.” — How, Sir! do you yourſelf feel this? 
Where then is your ſinleſs perfection? Can they be 
ect, whoſe love ceaſes to glow, and whoſe zeal 
oſes its activity? Does Mr Weſley himſelf make this 
confeſſion ? Let him then ſay with us ;— and let us 
fay, with invariable ſtedfaſtneſs, and with iucreaſin 
gratitude, — Bleſſed be GOD for perfection in FESU $ 
CHRIST! rad We e as 
Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by ob- 
ſervations made upon others? Then thoſe others, I 
apprehend, if they do not exerciſe themſelves in good 
works, either have no faith, and deceive both you 
and themſelves, — or elſe they intermit and diſconti- 
nue the exertion of their faith. Which neither de- 
tracts from the eſſicacy of the principle, nor diſproves 
Aſpaſio's opinion. it is not faid, the believer never 
trips, nor falters in the courſe of his obedience ; but 
he always adds to his faith, the duties and works of 
obedience. Whenever the former acts, the latter con- 
ſtantly enſue. So long as we live by the faith of the 
SON of GOD, we ſhall not fail to bring forth thoſe 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are through F ESUS 
CHRIST. | 
This is ſtrongly maintained, by A/pa/io, in another 
place. It is as impoſſible for the ſun to be in his 
« meridian height, and not diſſipate darkneſs, or dif- 
« fuſe light; as for faith to exiſt in the ſoul, and not 
« exalt the temper, and meliorate the conduc.” — 
This is voy Jon implied, in our LORD's in- 
terrogation to his diſciples; Where is your faith? It 
muſt be dormant inactive, like the ſap of the 
trees in winter, or like the faculty of reaſoning in 
lleep. Otherwiſe it would baniſh your fears, even a- 
VoI. IV. No 17. F midſt 


? 
0 


74 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. z. 


midſt the raging ſtorm ; and produce an undauntied 
confidence in GOD your SAVIOUR.—The de- 
ſign of all this is, to evince the wiſdom of the go; 
ſpel, which lays ſuch a ftreſs upon faith; fo frequent! 
nrges the neceſſity of faith, above and before all 
things ; repreſenting it, as the principal work of the 
divine SPIRIT, and the great inſtrument of recei- 
ving ſalvation. Hence it appears, that the ſacred plan 
is not formed in vain; much leſs is it calculated to 
fuppreſs or diſcourage real holineſs. 

We no longer obey, in order to lay the founda- 
tion for our final acceptance.” Theſe words I read 
with pleaſure. —** That foundation is already laid in 
« the merits of CHRIST: Theſe I contemplate 
with ſtill greater ſatisfaction, —But when I come to 
the following clauſe, Yet we obey, in order to our 
<« final acceptance through his merits ;** with diſap- 
Pointment and regret I cry, How is the gold become 
dim | how is the moſt fine gold changed ! 

A foundation, for what * Aſpaſio would reply, For 
pardon, for reconciliation, and for everlaſting falva- 
tion; for peace of conſcience, for acceſs to GOD, 
for every ſpiritual and eternal blefling.—A foundation, 
of. what kind? In all reſpects ect; incapable of 
any augmentation ; not to be ſtrengthened, enlarged, 
or improved by all the duties and all the deeds of | 

phets, apoſtles, martyrs ; becauſe it has omnipo- 
tence for its eſtabliſhment.—A foundation, for whom ? I 
For ſinners ; for the vileſt and moſt miſerable of ſin- t 
ners : that all guilty and undone wretches may come ; 
and though ever fo weary, ever ſo heavy laden, ma 
caſt their burthen upon this Rock of ages ; in full af- 2 
ſurance of finding reſt, and obtaining ſafety. 


This is chearing ; this is charming. What pity it ye 
zs, that ſuch an illuſtrious truth ſhould be clouded, 
ſuch 2 precious privilege ſpoiled, by that ungracious 


| ſentence! © We obey, in order to our final accept- 
« ance.” — But is this, Sir, your conſtant profeſſion! 


-, 
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I muſt do you the juſtice to own, that you have hap- 
pier moments, and more becoming apprehenſions.— 
| When you join in public worſhip, this is your hum- 
ble and juſt acknowledgment ; “ Although we be 

* unworthy, through our manifold ſins, to offer unto 
e thee any ſacrifice; yet we beſeech thee to accept 
this our bounden duty and ſervice.” When you 
criticiſe upon Aſpaſeo, the note is changed, and this is 
the purport of your ſtrain ; + We beleech thee to ac- 
„ cept us, on account of theſe our ſervices; for we 
« do them, O LORD, with a profeſſed view to this 
end. To implore acceptance for our duties, eon- 
feſſes them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, 
to expect acceptance on their account, ſtrongly-inti- 
mates their excellency ; that they are worthy in a 
very high degree; ſo as to obtain favour, not for 
themſelves only, but for a miſerable creature alſo, 
who confeſſes himſelf ſubject to manifold ſins. 

I ſaid, on account of” — For, if you obey, in or- 
der to your final acceptance ; ſurely, you mutt expect 
final acceptance and eternal liie, on account of your 
own obedience. A poor object diſplays his ſores, and 
relates his diſtreſs, in order to obtain your alms. Does 
he not then expect your alms on account of his ſores, 
his diſtreſs, and his piteous tale 7 What a coalition is 
here between Mr Weftey and the ſubjects of the triple 
crown! I find the whole council of Trent eſtabliſhing his 
ſentiments by their anathematizing decree. Theſe are 
their words; “ If any one ſhall ſay, that the righ- 
e teous ought not, for their own good works, to ex- 
« pedt the eternal reward, through the merit of E- 
« SUS CHRIST, let him be accurſed “. Do you 
ſpeak of the merit of CHRIST? So do they. Do 
you, in ſome ſenſe, allow CHRIST to be the foun- 


Si quis dixerit, juſtat non debere, pro bonis operibus, expe- . 
fare aternam 3 Jeſu Chrifti meritum, anathema 
kt. De bon, oper. can. 1 Þ a Aten 2 
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dation? So do they. Are your works to rear the e- 
difice, and perform the moſt reſpectable part of the 
buſineſs? So are theirs. 1]. 

By this time, I believe, the thoughtful reader will 
gueſs the reaſon, why you. oppoſe and decry imputed 
righteouſnefs. You are folicitous, it ſeems, not bare- 
ty for works of obedience, but for their value and 
credit in the affair of ſalvation ; for their ſigniſicancy 
and influence, in winning the good-wilt of I EH O- 
V AH. Since this 1s your notion, you may well be 
offended at CHRIST 's imputed righteouſneſs. This 
will admit of no partner or coadjutor. This, Sir, in 
the caſe of juſtification, pours contempt upon all your 


moſt labonious exerciſes, and admired attainments. 


Vea, this being divine and inconceivably excellent, 
pours all around a blaze of glory, in which all our 
puny doings are loſt, as the flars in the nzeridian ſun- 
ſhine 


& We obey in order to final acceptance.” Me- 
thinks, this diſcovers no more gratitude, than wiſdom. 
Is it not an officious indignity to that noble goodneſs, 
which has ſet forth FESUS CHRIST for a pro- 
pitiation ? Is it not a contemptuous diſregard of that 

eavenly voice, which ſaid, with ſo much ſolemnity, 
In him I am well pleaſed with the children of men ?— 
Does this exalt, does it not d e the SAVIOUR? 
Does it mortify, does it not cheriſh the pride of man ? 
According to this ſcheme, the merits of our LORD 


are the foundation, not immediately of our acceptance, 


but of that fituation only, in which we are ſuppoſed 
capable of acquiring it ourſelves. They are, in ſhort, 

more than a mere pedeſtal; on which human worth, 
or rather human vanity may ſtand exalted, and chal- 
lenge the favour of heaven. | 
Ah, Sir! acceptance with G OD, is an immenſely- 
rich and glorious blefling ; a high and tranſcendently- 
precious privilege; incomparablytoo high and glorious, 


to be obtained, in any degree, by ſuch mean obedi- 
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ence as yours and mine.— The pardon of rebels againſt 
the King of kings! the reception of leprous ſinners 
into the boſom of heaven! ſhall ſuch effects, than 
which nothing can be greater; ſhall ſuck benefits, than 
which nothing can be richer ; be aſcribed to human 
obedience ? What, but the very diſtraction of our 
diſeaſe, can have occalioned or can account for a 
thought ſo extreme in abſurdity ?—[ Shall we, fordid 
wretches, with our ulcerous ſores, our withered limbs, 
and a ſtupor over all our faculties ; ſhall we think our- 
ſelves able to de ſomething for HIM, who needeth 
not the ſervices of angels? nay, to do ſomething con- 
ſiderable enough, to found a claim to that tranſcendent 
honour and happineſs, the light of his countenance ? 
— Our adorations ! our thankſgivings! our praites.! 
our prayers | our preaching | our ſacramental duties! 
what are they all but y rags , compared with 
his ineonceivable holineſs and glory? What part of 
his work do we attempt, but we debaſe it with our 
deplorable imperfections, or pallate it with our very 
touch ?—Shame then belongs to us, ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face, whenever we look to ourſelves or our 
own performances. While all gar comfort, all our 
hope, is to be derived from the only righteous one 
CHRIST JESUS. Le ron 

If we know not enough of our own meanneſs and 


* 7, xiv. 6. In ſuch a light, I cannot but look upon the 
ſervices and works of frail man. In fuch a light they are re- 
preſented, in various parts of our public devotions. And if 
we are but humble enough to confeſs ourſelves finners, in ſuch 


a a light they muſt appear to every diſcerning and impartial eye, 


Since nothing, even in hell irſelf, is more loathſome, or im- 
parts a more horrid defilement, than ſin. If ſuch ſervices are a 
ſweet-ſmelling ſavour to GOD, it is Wes. to that copious 
incenſe, (be ror, Rev, viii, 3.) which ariſes from the gold- 
en cenſer and the golden altar. (Rev. viii. 3.) It is wholly ow- 
ing to the infinite dignity and CY efficacy of 
CHRIST's blood, interceſſion, and righteouſne 8. | 


ö impotency, 
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impotency, let us liſten to the prophet Iſaiah *. In 
order to our acceptance with G O D, he informs us, 
Lebanon with all her ſtately cedars is not ſufficient to 
burn ; nor all the beaſts, that range through her exten- 
ſive ſhades, ſufficient for a burnt-effering. Nations, 
whole nations, avail no more than fingle perſons. 
Should they unite their abilities, and exert all their 
efforts, to do ſomething which may recommend them 
to JEHOVAH +; all would be mean, ineffectual, 
deſpicable. Mean, as the drop of a bucket, which falls 
to the ground, and none regards it. Ineffectual, as 
the duſt upon the balance, which wants even that ſmall 
degree of impetus, neceflary to turn the moſt nicely 
poſed ſcales. Deſpicable, as the atom that floats in 
the air, and has not weight enough to ſettle itſelf on 
any obje&t.—Should you reply, in all theſe things 
there is ſome, though very little ſubſtance ; the pro- 
phet farther declares, that a// nations in the world, 
with all their virtues, accompliſhments, and works, 
would, before the infinitely-majeſtic G O D, be as no- 
thing, leſs than nothing, yea, vanity itſelt ; inca- 
pable, abſolutely incapable of winning his favour, or 
doing any thing worthy of his notice f.—Blefſed 

ho therefore, 


| * If. xl. 15. 16. 17. 

+ Do we want to learn the prophet's aim and deſign in this 
magnificent paragraph? we may, to our great ſatisfaction, con- 
ſult his ſagacious and devout commentator Vitringa. Hic al- 
tiut ſurgens oratio, non tantum omne meritum abjudicat carni, 

ſed docet etiam et inculcat, efſe hæc omnia gue gentes ad placan- 
dum numen finxerunt, merum nihil et inane. Nullum plane pon- 
dus afferre in commendatione cauſes ſue apud Deum imo eſſe ni- 
.hilo zp/o et inani inferiara, ſi quid nibilo minus Angi et cagitari 
poſit. Non poteſt in natura: ſed fingi poteſt et obtinet in a@cons- 
mia ſpirituali. Eſt enim ibi quad ita non pradeſt ad obtinendam 
juftitiam apud Deum, ut ſimul noceat. Cujus generis ſunt omnia 
rupee of commenta ſapientiæ carnis, Non tantum Deo non 
commendant, ſed potius iram et indignationem divinam provo- 
cant. 2 
4 May I be allowed to elucidate the noble paſſage quoted 
| ; above? 
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therefore, for ever hleſſed be divine grace, that we 
have a great High Prieſt, in whom G OD is pleaſed ; 
| | 5 


above? Sure I am, the reader will not be diſpleaſed with the 
digreſſion, unleſs the annotator fails in the execution, and 
has the mis fortune 0 2 


Culpa deterere ingeni. 


The prophet, ſtruck wich the cont emplation of a moſt glo- 
rious perſonage, cries out, like one tranſported and amazed, 
Moe Never was any thing comparable to him, either exiſting 
in nature, or imaged by fancy. I lo hath meaſured the waters, 
the. unfatkomable deep, and the boundleſs wave; meaſured 
them, not in his capacious ciſtern, but in the ballow of his hand ? 
Who hath meted out heaven, an expanſe in which worlds re- 
volve, and extended to immenſity; meted it, not with an gut- 
ſtretched line, but with the ſpan of his fingers ? Who hath com- 
prehended the duft of the earth, all theſolid contents of this pro- 
digiouſly-Jarge globe, as a little pittance in the ſmalleft meajure ? 

hath weighed the mountains, with all their ponderous ridges, 
and the hills, with all their maſſy rocks, as a man weigheth 
on ounce or a dram in his ſcales Here I would only obſerve 
the judicious choice of objects. By far the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
and magnificent, that the univerſe affords. The abyſs of wa- 


ters, and the circuit of the ſkies! the dimenſions of the earth, 


and the elevation of the mountains ! Compared with which, 
the loftieſt graves are leſs than the hyſſop on the wall; and 
2 moſt ample cities are ſmaller than a grain of muſtard- 
Then follows a compariſon, more admirable, if it be poſ- 
ſible, than this fine deſcription, Behold! The nations, whether 
on the neighbouring continent or in the remoteſt Iles, are, 
before this exalted Being, as the ſmall drop of a bucket, which 
is almoſt too ſcanty to deſerve our notice. They are as the 
ſmaller duſt upon the balance, which is not ſufficient even to 
turn the hovering ſcale. They are as the ſmalleſt atom, which 
has not weight enough to reach the ground, nor force enough 
to reſiſt the ſlighteſt undulations of the air. Lea, all the na- 
tions of the earth, amidſt all their pomp and grandeur, with 
all their boaſted accompliſhments and admired works, are, be- 
fore this incomprehenſible G OD, as a mere pothing.—Can 
F 4 language 
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is well pleaſed; and his very ſoul delighteth : whoſe 
ſacrifice, and whoſe work, have merited all the good, 
that ſinners can want, or the ALMIGHTY can beſtow, 
If we are not yet duly humbled, nor willing to pro- 
feſs ourſelves beholden to divine grace alone; it we 
ſtill reſolve to be principals or partners with the one 
MEDIATOR, an the purchaſe of the ineftimable 
jewel, let us fear, leſt the LORD our righteouſneſs 
reſent ſuch a diſhonour done to bimſelt; and ſwear in 
his wrath, that we ſhall have neither lot nor portion 
in this matter. Of this he has expreſsly warned us 
by his apoſtle; / ye be circumciſed, CHRIST all pro- 
fit you nothing. What would St Paul teach us by this 
ſolemn proteſtation ? —That * — can be ſaved? 
Himſelf was an Hebreto of the 
the eighth day. — That a Chriſtian would, by recei- 


ving circumciſion after his converſion to CHRIST, 


forfeit all his privileges? No; for he himſelf circum- 
ciſed Timothy, to gain him a fair hearing from the 
judaizing bigots.—Or is circumciſion here uſed, by 
way Of ſynecdoche, for the ceremonial law? teach- 
language go farther ? Can imagination take a bolder flight ? 
Ves; the aſtoniſhingly- rich ideas of the prophet add a heigh- 
tening, a redoubled heightening even to this inimitable picture. 


The kingdoms of the world, with all their inhabitants, and 


all their honours, are leſs than nothing; are leſs than va- 
= itſelf, in the eſtimate of the almighty JEHOVAH. 
his, if I am not greatly miſtaken, is one of the moſt high- 
ly finiſhed ſketches of the beartiful and ſublime, extant in the 
whole compaſs of letters Let us always remember, that the 
majeſtic perſon, whom it deſcribes, is our atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs (ver. 2.), is our ſhepherd and guide (ver, 11.) ; it will 
then be one of the moſt conſolatory and delightful truths, in 
all the book of GOD. - And O] my we never forget, that 
the ſmall drop of the bucket, the ſmaller duſt on the balance, 
the volatile atom, and that which is leſs than nothing, are 
intended to ſhew us, what figure our on endeavours, works, 
and duties make in the fight of almighty GOD. We ſhall 
then have a doctrine, moſt powerful to humble us, to abaſe 
us, and to teach us to renounce our own righteouſacls, 
ing 


ebrews ; circumciſed 
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ing us, that, as the Maſaic rites. were now aboliſhed, 
an attempt-to continue the obſervance of them, would. 
be an unpardonable oppoſition to the deſigns of Pro- 
vidence ? The charitable compromiſe, recorded in the 
xivth to the Romans, leads to a different concluſion. 
—Or did thoſe ay teachers, who required this 
conformity from the Gentile converts, require them. 
to renounce CHRIST, and relapſe into mere ſu- 
daiſm ? Neither is this at all ſuppeſable. They only 
required ſuch a conformity, in order to their accept-- 
« ance through his merits; which they never reject- 
ed, but only placed as a foundation for their own... -. 
What then can be meant by, CHRIST ſhall profit. 
you nothing, if ye be circumciſed? If ye make circumci- 
ſion, or any thing whatever, befides the righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST, neceſſary to your acceptance with GO, 
ye ſhall receive no advantage from all that the R F- 
DEE MEN has done and ſuffered. This is to halt 
between works and grace, between CHRIST and 
ſelf. And ſuch divided regards, he will interpret as 
an affront, rather than an acceptable homage. - In- 
deed, this is, in Chriſtians, - the grand apoſtaſy. By 
this they deny the ſufficiency of their SAVIOUR's 
moſt conſummate righteauſneſs. They caſt themſelves, 
entirely out of the covenant of grace, and muſt ex- 
pect no ſalvation but by doing the whole law. * 296K 
This is the awful apoſtolic caution. To which let 
me ſubjoin the plain apoſtolic inſtruction — Te are. ac- 
cepted, ſays St Paul, not partially, but entirely ; not. 
occaſionally, but finally, in the BELOVED. Al 
acceptance, of whatever kind, or whatever date, is 
wholly in him, not in any thing of our own. —The 
author to the Hebrews afhrms, that CHRIST hath 
obtained redemption, not left it to be accompliſhed, 
either in greater or ſmaller meaſure, by our diligence. 
and duties. No; he himſelf hath obtained, both pre- 
ſent and final, yea, complete and eternal reaemption for 
% And will you, Sir, aſcribe to your own von, 
*-- Mi 
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what the apoſtle ſo expreſsly aſcribes, and ſo entirely 
appropriates, to the bleſſed JES US ?—The ſame wri- ch 
ter aſſures us, that CHRIST, by one offering, hath 

perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſed. Them that ( 
are cleanſed with the blood of ſprinkling, he hath not Ml * 
only diſcharged from the guilt of ſin, but rendered 
them unblameable and unreproveable, before the Ma- oh 


for their full, perfet, and everlaſting acceptation. 
Yes; whether it be in life or death ; whether it be at 
the throne of grace, or the tribunal of judgment; 
during the ſpan of time, or through the ages of eter- 
nity ; all that is neceſſary for our perfect acceptation is 
done: done by an infinitely-better hand, than our 
own ; by an infinitely-better expedient, than any hu- 
man obedience. | | 
Do I, by theſe remonſtrances, ſet at nought true 
holineſs? or ſuppoſe a ſalvation ſeparate from holy 
obedience? You, Sir, cannot entertain ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition; fince, in your very laſt remark, you was diſ- 
ſatisſied with my inſiſting on the inſeparable connection 
of a living faith, and works of righteouſneſs.— I ho- 
nour and prize works of righteouſneſs, I would in- 
ceſſantly inculcate, both the indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
and the manifold utility, of holy obedience. We are 
redeemed, that we may be zealous of works, 
We are created in CHRIST FESUS, that we 
may be able to do good works. And by good works. 
we are to glorify our FATHER which is in heaven. 

Only I would have good works know their proper 
ſtation, and their proper office, I am far from ſet- 
ting at nought the ſervices of the hand or the foot. 
But I ſhould very much diſapprove their deſign, | 
ſhould utterly deſpiſe their pretenſions, if they ſhould 
offer to intrude themſelves on the province of the eye, 
or act as the organs of ſight. Apply this ſimile to the 
obedience of man, and juſtification before G O D, or 
acceptance with GO D, you will then ſce, in 5 
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rank I place, in what eſteem I hold, both the one and 
the other. | moi onen 

As I would have obedience know its 2 place, 
ſo I would have it take a right form. e obedience, 
which you propoſe, is the obedience of the bond-man, 
not of the free. A flave, bought with our money, 
obeys in order to be accepted. A ſervant, hired to 
diſpatch our buſineſs, obeys. in order to receive his 
wages. But the child obeys, becauſe he is beloved ; 
becauſe he is the heir; and all things, which the fa- 
ther hath, are his. 

« Obey in order to acceptance!” — Indeed, Sir, 
you quite miſtake the principle and ſource of Chriſtian 
obedience, Nor ſhall I undertake ta rectify your miſ- 
taken fapprehenſions, leſt you ſhould ſcorn to learn 
from an inferior. I will refer you to a ſet of teach- 
ers, from whom you need not bluſh to receive inſtruc- 
tion. But as this may demand a very particular con- 
ideration, I ſhall poſtpone it to ſome future opportu- 
nity, and aſſign to it a diſtin epiſtle. N 

In the mean time, if you ſhould aſk, why I have 
been ſo copious upon this point? I anſwer, becauſe it 
15 a matter of the utmoſt importance. An error on 
this ſubject, is as detrimental to our ſpiritual: welfare, 
as a fault in the firſt concoction is to the animal con- 
ſtitution. A miſtake concerning acceptance with GOD, 
muſt ſet in a falſe light every religious truth, and ſhed 
a malignant influence on every religious ſentiment. 

If you aſk, why I have repeated the obnoxious pro- 
polition, almoſt as frequently as the rams horns ſound- 
ed the fatal blaſt, on the day when Fericho was over- 
tirown ? I anſwer, For the very ſame purpoſe. To 
overthrow, if poſſible, ſo pernicious a notion; to 
ay it as low, as the fortifications of that devoted city. 
And I hope, neither Mr Weſley, nor any other, will 
attempt to rebuild it, leſt they /ay the foundation there- 
f, in the diſhonour of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
ond ſet up the gates of it, in the diſtreſs of precious 
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fouls. Both which effets, I am perſuaded, are very Fn 
remote from your intention. That they may be e- - 
qually remote from your preaching, your writing, 7 

and all your doctrine, is the ſincere wiſh of, &c. | 
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FT Had, in the warmth of my cancern, almoſt for- 
got to take notice of a text, which you produce 
from 1 Tem. vi. 17. 18. 19. 3 and, which is ſomewhat 
ſtrange, produce as a proof, that the apoſtle requires 
Chris Maas * to obey, in order to their final accept. 
6 amd; 2. - PTY 
Is Paul then become the apoſtate? and do the curls 
which he has denounced againſt the ſeducers of the 
Galatian converts, fall at length on his own head! 
He placed Timothy at Epheſus, as a bulwark againſt 
the encroachments of other doctrines. Was it with a 
reſerve for liberties of this kind, which he himſelf 
ſhould take? Can we think his mind ſo much altered, 
fince he told thoſe very Epheſians, that, without ſeek- 
ing acceptance through their obedience, they were al. 
ready accepted inthe BELOVED! Does he now re 
tract the bleſſed truth? adviſing the rich, to raiſe a 
cloud of golden duſt, that it may cover their ſins, 
and waft —_— the ſkies ? 2 the ſame time, 2 
ing the poor from the fellowſhip of this new goſpel 
— ty _ of glory. Is he — aſhamed of that 
righteouſneſs of GO D, which, he aſſured the Roman, 
was the power of G O D unto ſalvation, only througb 
believing ? And are we, Sir, grown weary of that pure 
doctrine, Which was reſtored to us, by our glorious fe- 
formers? Are we willing to give up the depoſitum, 
and return to the more than Egyptian darkneſs of tris 
and monks ? with whom 6 
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But to the point.—1I ſhall tranſcribe the text, and 
ly add a ſhort paraphraſe; which may, perhaps, ex- 
& plain the meaning, and beſt refute the objection. 
5: Wl Charge them that are rich in this world, that they ds 

goed, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 

willing to communicate; laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
> soad foundation, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

Charge them, thoſe believers * among you, who are 

rich in this world ; that they do good, that, as members 

of CHRIST, they ſhew kindnefs, and exerciſe be- 
neficence to others. That they be rich in good works, 
abounding in thoſe works and labours of love, which 
flow from faith, or a comfortable perſuaſion of their 
intereſt in CHRIST. Ready to diſtribute, on all pro- 
per occaſions, with chearfulneſs and delight; as count - 
ing it more bleſſed to give, than to receive. Willing, 
even without ſolicitation, to communicate ; and not on- 
ly. embracing, but ſeeking every opportunity of re- 


y's leving the neceflitous. Lightly eſteeming all that is 
1 Neale wealth here below ; and laying up in ſtore for 
nk themſelves another kind of treaſure, [even CHRIST, 


who is the pearl of price, and the true riches. ] This 
will be @ good foundation of hope, of comfort, and 
joy: againſt the time to come, whether it be the trying 


n ſeaſon of els, the awful hour of death, or the 
ee 1 more tremendous day of judgment: That, placing 
ka their affections on him, and having their treaſure in - 


9 [* The exhortation is addreſſed, not to the ungodly, but 
nue believers; who had received CHRIST, and were 


xclu- Wired through grace; conſequently,” had no need to wi: or 
oſpeh 8 tain eternal life, but only to make it, in their own appre- 
that Pension, or to their own conſciences, more and more ſure: 
man d they been unconverted people, the apoſtle would, like 
ouch W's divine MASTER diſcourſing with the rich, but u 

oug , nregene- 

; pure Nicodemus, have ſtruck at the root of their miſery ; and 


Poke of more important things, than diſtributing a urtie ihi- 
g duſt among the poor.] . | 


him, 
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him, they may be found wiſe merchants : not graſp. 
ing uncertainties and ſhadows, but laying faſt hold 
— * ſure and fubſtantial poſſeſſions; even on eternal 
fe, 
* Me eſtabliſh the law : we ide for its honour by 
te the perfect obedience of CHRIST,“ ſays Aſpaſic.— 
Can you poſlibly think,” replies Mr We/ley, * that 8 
« Paul meant this?“ — Before I anſwer this queſtion, 
give me leave to aſk another. Have you, Sir, done 
juſtice to Apa? Is what you quote, the whale 
of his interpretation? have you not ſecreted a ſen. 
tence, which ſpeaks the very thing you blame fer 
omitting ? | — : 

A member of the houſe of Commons, haranguing 
the honourable aſſembly, took the liberty to aſſert, 
The gentlemen in the miniſterial intereſt, never pro- 
e pole any thing for the of their country. 
This was no ſooner uttered, than a warm partizan d 
the other fide ſtarting up, complained loudly of ca. 
lumny and ſcandal. Hold, Sir, for a moment, faid 
the interrupted orator. Let me juſt finiſh my (cn- 


* Take ſaſt bold on thus I would tranflate that emphaticil 
compound word π¾]ν].̃ e.. Which agrees with the experience of 
the Chriſtian, and is not without the authority of the critic.- an 
With the experience of the Chriftian. Since believers, by de th; 
exerciſe of faith, producing all good works, are continually fas 
maintaining and increaſing their hold of CHRIST; and d th 
that eternal life, which is given them in him.— With the authe , 
rity of the critic. For the word ſignifies, to ſeize with cla 
« great vehemency; to lay hold on with both hands, as up! 
« a thing we are glad to have got, and wilt be loath to let go 
« again.” LeEicH's Crit. Sacr.—That it does not, in wif «© v 
connection, on an 2 of ſomewhat not tak WW din | 
hold of before, is evident from verie the twelfth, where du the 
very exhortation is directed to Timothy himſelf: who, was BY | 
eminent man of G OD, and the ſubject of particular proph* i ? d 
cies ; was a believer of the firſt claſs, and an undoubted ber 
of life and immortality : who needed not therefore to attain, 
but to live in the ſtedfaſt hope and unintermitted expectation 
of the glorious inheritance, 

| tence, 
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tence, and then give vent to your vehement invec- 
tives. My intention was to have added; © but we 
« in the oppoſition readily agree to their meaſures,” — 
Upon hearing this explanation, the houſe ſmiled, and 
the haſty zealot ſat down aſhamed. 

Let me produce the whole period now under con- 
ſideration. Then I believe, the reader will allow, that 
Mr Weſley has imitated this haſty gentleman, in one 
inſtance ; and whether he has not ſome reaſon to 1mi- 
tate him in another, I ſhall leave to his own determi- 
nation. Immediately after the diſplay of free juſtifica- 
tion, or of righteouſneſs imputed without works *, Aſpaſio, 
aware of the poſſibility of abuſing his doctrine, afferts 
the indiſpenſable neceſſity of holineſs. This done, as 
quite cleared from the accuſation, he triumphs with 
the apoſtle; Do we then make void the law, through 
faith, in the imputed righteouſneſs of our LORD? 
«GOD forbid! yea, vue eſtabliſh the law. Conſider- 
« ed as the original covenant of hfe, we provide for 
« its honour, by the perfect obedience of CHRIST. 
« Conſidered as the invariable /andard of duty; we 
« enforce its obſervance, by the moſt rational, manly, 
and endearing motives f. — Here, Sir, was hardly 
any room for the precipitancy of interruption, becauſe 
the whole paſſage lay before you. And it is a little 
ſurpriſing, that you ſhould ſee and animadvert upon 
the former clauſe ; yet neither ſee, nor regard the 
clauſe immediately following. 8 

Did ſuch a thought (of eſtabliſhing the law, by 
the atonement and righteouſneſs of CHRIS D) e- 
ver enter into St Paul's mind? Let the prece- 
ding context determine. Has the apoſtle been opening 
the true ſenſe of the precepts, that they * be right- 
ly underſtood ? Has he been inculcating the inviolable 
obligation of the . precepts, that they might be duly 
practiſed ?. Has he not been aflerting a juſtification ab- 
Rom. iv. 6. + Theron and A/paſio, vol. I. p. 192. 

WE | ſolutely 
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ſolutely free, effected by the righteouſneſs of GOD, 
without any co-agency from hon righteouſneſs of man ? 
Does he not, in the laſt words, — encounter 
the objection, which, in every age, has been raiſed 
againſt this ſacred doctrine? - Hereby you neglect 
te and diſhonour the divine law.“ No; ſays the inſpired 
apologiſt, the law is hereby eftabliſbed, add ſhewn to 
be more ſtable than earth or heaven. The grand le- 
giſlator himſelf ſhall be humbled to its obedience ; the 
GOD who gave thelaw, ſhall bleed for its naltics; 
rather than a tittle fail of its due accomplithe 


ver honourable. And though A/pafio does not exclude 
our practical regards, I do verily, for my own part, 
believe ; that the former . againſt which you 
exclaim, was uppermoſt with the apoſtle, and 1 is the 
chief deſign of the text. 

Yes, Sir; it was the apoſtle's chief 1 to ſhew 
the perfect conſiſtency of free juſtification with the 
moſt awful glories of the DEITY ; and. thereby lay 
a firm foundation for the hope of a Gabe. Had ju- 
ſtice, which is the effential glory of GO D's nature, 
or the law, -which is the revealed glory of his will— 
had either of theſe been violated, by the evangelical 
ſcheme; benign and deſirable as it is, it muſt have 
been utterly r z it could never have taken place; 
the whole world muſt have periſhed, rather than ſuch 
an injury be offered to any of the divine-perfections. 
| Therefore St Paul moſt force! teaches, and moſt ſa- 
tistactorily proves, that, — of being injured, they 

are moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed. by the, obedience and 
death of CHRIST. By this 33 ] — — 
is inflexibly juſt, even in juſtifying the ungodly ; and 
his law is highly exalted, even in abſolving the tranſ- 
greſſor, that believerh in J ES US. 
Here is firm footing ; here is ſolid rock, 


Solid rock, on which the ſinner may reſt, who is well 


nigh funk in — while che waves and billows of 
divine 


ent. — 
9 thus, the law indeed is, and made for e- 
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of them too? — Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to thi 
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divine indignation go over his alarmed. ſoul.— Fm 
footing, on which he may proceed, who ſees the im- 
portance of his eternal intereſts, and does not- riſk 
them on the vague notion of mere mercy; dares not 


give into the modiſh religion, which leaves ſuch ve- 
nerable things, as the juſtice of the-Moſt High and 


the law of the Moſt Holy, deſtitute of their due ho- 


nour; and leaves ſuch impotent creatures as men, to 
ſhift for themſelves, by doing the beſt they can. 
© The plain meaning is, we eſtabliſh both the true 


* ſerife, and the effectual practice of the: law: we 
« provide for its being. both underſtood and practiſed 


in its full extent,” —How can you make this pro- 
viſion, it Ju ſet aſide the conſummate obedience of 
CHRIST. wo 15 the end ef the law for righteauſueſs ; 


for accompliſhing that righteouſneſs, which its pre- 


cepts deſcribe, and its conſtitution demands. a 
O! Sir, did you conſider, what that meaneth, whick 


the apoſtle ſlyles * ele 74 vw, you would not uſe this 


language. Can 2ve—can ſuch miſerable ſinneng as we, 
ever dream of eſſectually practiſing, in its fall exteat, 


that law, which condemns every failure; which re- 


quires truth in the in ward parts, which inſiſts u 


perfection, abſolute perfection, in every inſtance, and 
on all occaſions ; charging us, | | 9 


With act intenſe, and unremitted nerve, 
To hold a courſe unfaltering, 2 


to the very end of our lives, and from the beginni | 


moſt ſublime fanctity of the divine law. Then, in- 


ſtead of ſaying, we provide for its performance in the 
full extent of its demands; you will r ſay, with 


a, more becoming 2 we provide for its per- 
formance, in a way of willing, chearful, ſincere obe- 


dience, ſtill looking unto HIM for juſtification, ho 


has, in our name, and as our ſurety, fulfilled it to the 
uttermoſt. 1 L a 9125 
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It is, Lapprchend, one of our leading errors, that 
you form low, ſcanty, in dequate apprehenſions of 
GOP's kw; chat law, which is a bright Tepreſen- 
tation of his "moſt pure nature; a beautiful — 
"of his moſt holy will, and never, ſince the 
Bas been perfectly exemplified in any living character, 
but only in the man CHRIST JESUS. From 
this error, many others muſt unavoidably follow; 2 
diſeſteem of imputed 13 refs, and a conceit of 
onal perfection; à fprrit of legal bondage, and, 
I fear, a tincture of Phariſaical p * 
Should Mr Meſty aſk, why I harbour foch à ſuſpi- 


| Een concernin E. fentimerifs in this particular? 1 
anſwer, Becau e, Here, he 


of practiſing this 


law, which is ſo exceeding "road, in its full extent. 


Becauſe, elſewhere, he repreſents the violations of this 


law, whoſe leaſt tittle is of greater dignity than hea- 
ven and earth, as ſmall matters; as petty offences; 
or, to uſe his own words, as „ things not exactly 


Aight. — But more of this hereafter. 


Ss io, to vindicate the equity of the future judg- 
W ener I {te rid nd arbitrary in ces. 
ee cedute; but an admirable mixture of juſt ſeverity, 
de arid free goodnets. On thoſe, who reject the tone- 

« ment, juſt ſeverity. To thoſe, who rely on their 
« SAVIOUR, free goodnefs. — Mr Wefley,: as though 
he would exculpate the ungodly, aſks, Was it ever 

« poſſible for them not to reject it? — What ſays our 
© infallible "Counſellor ; the TE A C'H*E R ſent from 

"GOD? They will nor come 46 ME, that they may have 


ie. They rejected his counſel. They would not 
ceaſe from their n works, and betake themſelves 


\- wholly to the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This me- 
thod of ſalvation they diſliked. It was fooliſhiieſs un- 
to them. Therefore they were diſobedient to the 
"heavenly call. — Does this 8 ther guilt? "Myſt 
GON be xreckoned unjuſt — rale ats 
a. obitinate 1 in their leit 0 0D 
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600 does not require me, 28 you too injuriouſly 
= to «© touch heaven with my hand, in order to 


eſcape damnation. But he invites and requires me, ta 
accept of CHRIST and = — — If, intent 
upon any imagin = ents of my-ownyt 
overlook-the gh if, 4n the uit of 
worldly gratrhcations, I tramp upon it; is not the 
fault entirely my on? Does it not proceed from the 
ani of my mind, or the bad diſpoſition of my heart; ; 

Raw my conduct without excuſe? 


Juſtification is complete, the ſirſt moment we be- 


275 ; and is incapable of augmentation, Thus 4% f 


ſpęaks. Thus Mr Weſley. replies, Nat ſo. And | 


has he, for his authority, a ſingle text of ſexipture? 
No ; but the whole council of 'T; rent; one of -whoſe 
canons dogmatizes in this manner. If any thail 
* Affirm, chat righteoufneſs received is not — 
and increaſed likewiſe, 1 works; but that 
good works are only the fruits and ſigus of Jaltifi- 


cation obtained, not the means of increaſing it al- 


** '{o, let him be accurſed &. I am ſorry, Sir, to ſee 
again in ſuch company. And I would hope, K 
it were not an unhandſome reflection, you did not 
know your aſſociates. Let it is ſtrange, that a Pre- 
teftant divine ſhould have been ſo inattentive to the 
kn gr he part of his character; or ſhould be able to for- 
that complete juſtification, through the ri | 
Res of our ur LORD alone, is the very. eſſence, 
and glory of the reformation. | 
But Jet. us examine the point —Juſtification, La af 
prehend, is one ſingle act of divine grace. It mu 
therefore, be either done, or undone. It done, in-my 
to el idea of the act, it includes completeneſs. 8o thut 
peak. of incomplete Juſtification, is a contradiction in 


i quis direrit, jut itiam accaptam non 2 Wa 
etiam nan . augeri corqm.'Deo per aperd, luna, Jed. opera ig 
fruFus, folummeds et figna efſe jut cat ianit adepte, non cliem 
Mut augende cauſam, anathema «to. Sell. v1, can. 44. 

G 2 terms; 


. a4 5 
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terms; like ſpeaking of dark ſunſhine, ora round ſquare. 
An incomplete juſtification ſeems, in the very na- 


iure of things, to be an abſolute impoſſibility. Even an 


earthly judge cannot juſtify, where there is the leaſt 
departure from integrity. He may overlook ; he may 
thew clemency ; be may forgive. But he cannot, in 
ſuch a caſe, pronounce righteous. Much leſs can we 
ſuppoſe, that juſtification ſhould take place before an 
jnknitely-pure and jealous GO, unleſs all guilt be done 
away, and the perſon be rendered completely righteous. 
+ Beſides, can that juſtification. be other than complete, 
which is brought to paſs by the moſt majeſtic. S ON 
of GOD ? by his perfectly-holy nature; by his in- 
finitely- precious ſufferings; and by his inconceivably- 
meritorious obedience? This, if any thing in the 
world, muſt be abſolutely complete; beyond compare, 
and beyond imagination complete; to ſpeak all in a 
word, complete in proportion to the dignity, perfec - 
tion, and glory of the accompliſher. | 
Is any ſuch notion, as an incomplete juſtification, 
to be found in the Bible ? St Paul ſays, Whoever be- 
lieveth is juſtified ; to all intents and purpoſes juſtified. 
No, ſays Mr We/ley ; he may be juſtified only in part 
gor by halves —He that believeth, adds the apoſtle, i. 
yuſtified from all things. No, replies Mr Weſley ; many 
1 believe, eſpecially in the infancy of their faith, 
are juſtified only from ſame things. There is no ne- 
ceſſity, that juſtification ſhould be complete, when or 


where-ever 1t exiſts. „„ 
Is there go neceſſity? Why then does the voice of 
inſpiration aſſert, that the righteouſneſs of GOD is 
upon them that believe? Can a man have that incom- 
parably - magnificent righteouſneſs, and yet be in- 
completely yuſtified : Does not the ſame inſpired 
writer n this perfect and divine righteouſ- 
"neſs is upon al; not upon ome only, but upon all be- 
levers! whether they be 2 wy ſtrong ; whether 
in the ſirſt moments of their converſion, or in the laſt 
FEES 3A 


W, 
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ſtage of their warfare. Tes; and he farther affures" 
us, that there is no difference. No difference, with re- 
gard to the righteouſnets itſelf; for it is the ane ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs of the incarnate; GD. No dif-, 
terence, as to the reality of its imputation; for it is 
wnto all, and upon all. No difference, in the — ob 
receiving it; which is by faith in JESUS GHRISH» 
Conſequently, no difference in the fruits or effects; 
2 are pardon and acceptance, free and full juſli- 
cation. | | 1 5 Te 
Is Mr We/ley, like the Popiſb party, an advocate ſon 
2 firſt, for a ſecond, for I know not bow many juſti- 
fications ? According to this ſcheme indeed, juſtiſica · 
tion may be an incomplete thing. But the misfortune 
attending this ſcheme, is, that it has no foundation ãa 


ſcripture. The ſeripture knows nothing of itz the 


ſcripture declares againſt it; and acknowledges, 25 
but one faith, but one baptiſm, ſo but one juſtification, 
Tas is the grand fcriptural maxim; E bath, by 
one oblation, per ſfacted far ever them that are ſaneliſi. 
ed. The oblation is one, needing no repetition, and 
no appendage. It does not partially accompliſh, but 
the buſineſs of juſtification ;/ perfects it, 303 
at the laſt only, but from firſt to laſt; yea; for ever 
and ever; in behalf of all thoſe, who are ſanctiſied; 
or made partakers of this great ſacrifice, and this di. 
vine'atonement. nt. 9 
This is the fine ſcriptural illuſtration; The heir, even 
while he is @ child, is lord of all. Lou have, perhaps, 
a ſon born. Upon this child you multiply your fa, 
vours and careſſes. He grows in wiſdom and ſtature, . 
Yet neither your favours, nor bis growth, add any 


thing to his ſonſhip, nor augment his right to your 


anheritance. With both theſe he was inveſted, the 
firſt moment he drew breath. So, weare no ſooner 
juſtified, than we are heirs; heir GOD, and joint 
heirs with CHRIST. The perception and enjoyment 


of chis privilege „ But the N 
* 5 3 ſelt, 


"CHRIST is alf. And I think myſ. 


| fax myſelf 3 intereſting ſubject. 
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ſelf, Ike the birth - right of the ſirſt · born, is incapablo 
of augmentation. 

Would Mr Neſhy, with the followers of Arminius, 
exclude the righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and introduce 


- ſomething of man's as the efficient, or as a concurrent, 


cauſe of juſtification? Then likewiſe his notion of a 
ual, a variable, an incomplete juſtification, muſt en- 
e. Whether itebe faith, which he would introduce for 
this purpoſe, or repentance, or fincere obedience, or 
whatever elſe he pleaſes ; according to the meaſure of 
theſe: works or graces, muſt be the degree of juſtiſica- 
tion; and not only as to different perſons, but as to the 
fone perſon, at-different times. 

\ Farther, ſince all theſe endowments are, ſo long a5 
we continue in the preſent ſtate, imperfect ;- our ju- 
ſtification muſt; according to this plan, unavoidably 
partake of their iniperfections. It cannot be entire 
and laking nothing, till mortality is ſwallowed: up of 
life But how contrary is this to a cloud of witneſſes 
from the ſcriptures! Te ara, even now, juſtified. He 
Sath, even in this preſent time, recanciſed you to G O D. 
Through the birth and death of IMMANUEL 
there is not only peace on earth, but good-will towards 
Men ; ee, favour, eomplacency, and love, from the 
holy GOD, to the fallen foul. And is not this com- 
Plete juſtification ? - | 
« There may be as many degrees i in the favour, as 
in the image of GOD.” This objection turns upon 
A tion, that the favour of G O D towards us is 
gecaſioned by the image of GOD i = us: which is 
the doctrine of the law; the v guage of Hex 
theniſm ; and has not a favour of t oſpel, in which 

bag mare concern- 
ed, to remove fuch very prejudicial miſtakes, than to 
Aft and adjuſt any dice fpeculations, relating to de- 
— of the divine favour. Aſpaſio has — this 
Roferring you to his obſervation, I ſhall con- 


1 


4400 We down ; and the 104 the L 
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It is CHRIST, who. has, redeemed. ug te D. t- 
the favour and fruition of G0, 5y his. Bld; 


his blood alone, without any aid from our 
or any co-operation, from. any creat 2 1 8 
pleaſes G0 _ His woogk. m8 ies the law, 
„ nab of Wings i he 
to the divine Majeſty. n in 18 60 we 
periectly righteous before the K x G.iramortal, 
be eternally acceptable in his fight, lt 8 

on account of Abraham's cle he | 

ſhewed Fn n to Abimelech. It was only 59D 3G | 
bene ya s interceſſion, that the L. UR D was, WAS, pa- 
cified betta his three friends. And it is. only on ac 
count of CHRIS T'; ney t it 
and HO LV ON E behol child of Adam wi 
complacency and delight. To FE SUS alone 102 105 
the honour of reconciling, WES ring, ſaving the 
RN WAN oy rs of fn, vor babe pg > 1s =. 

e L AM B that was ſlain, worthy ta 2 
ed, and thus exalted ? 

Is then our own internal and external ggadneſs. af 
no avail in this matter ?— Let us hear 4.35 eloquent of 

gh the 09 t of the Jewiſß church. be tf hs 
be humbled, 2 the haughting 


JESUS CH RIS T, alone, ſhall be exalted i 0 a 
12 Does this text, it may be ſaid, relate to th e gor 
ſpel, and the caſe of acceptance with GO D? Or 
it poſſible to make what follows, conſiſtent with ſu 
an e us ſee, whether it be nat, hy 


the HOLY GHOST himſelf, made periectly con- 


ſiſtent with ſuch 7 ſenle. 
The day of the LOR D of 9 in. "the e F. 
ſcriptures, generally and Fin Na | 
of the oſpel-diſpepſation ; - when as ORD — 
ing hand to his revelation; gives the bright- 


the fins 
eſt diſpla FIT gathers th al thi 
0 7 47 as together 15. | 
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1 This day, and its influence, ſhall cauſe a wonderful 
it revolution in, what is called, the religious, virtuous, 
moral world. It ſhall fall Ike a thundei holt upon eve- 
ö | ry idol, ſet up in the hearts of men; ſhall prove their 
[ wiſdom to be folly ; their-ability to be impotence ; all 
their works to be worthleſs. | 
l Ibis prophecy, being ſo repugnant to our notions, 
| and fo” diſguſtful to our inclinations, is aſſerted and 
| enforced with the greateſt particularity, both as to per- 
| ſons and to things. e 
| As to perſons.— Hr the day of the LORD of hoſts 
Hall be upon whom ? upon the {ſordid wretch, or the 
ſcandalous ſinner? Rather upon every one that 7s proud 
and lofty in his own conceit; pluming himſelf withjthe 
notion of ſome 'imagipary 1 above his 
1 neghbour, It ſhall be likewiſe 


g upon every one, that is 
liſted up in the eſteem of others; either on account 
| of Raman virtue, or Athenian philoſophy, or Phariſai- 
| cal zeal. And, notwithſtanding his afpiring preten- 
| ions, or glittering accompliſhments, he hall be brought 
J lew ; ſhall be degraded to the rank of a loſt, undone 
helpleſs ſinner. ' f . 

So that none ſhall have it in his power to fay, © 1 
„ am better than thou. I ſtand upon more honour- 
< able terms with my MAKER, *. am a fitter object 
« for his favour.” They ſhall all, be like priſoners, 
| confined in the fame dungeon, and liable to the ſame 
condemnatian. Every one of them equally deflitute 
of any plea for juſtification ; and all of tar as to 
acceptance with their CREATOR, without any 
| difference. No difference, in this reſpect, between 
the accompliſhed gentleman, and the infamous ſcoun- 
drel ; no difference between the virtuous lady, and 
the vile proſtitute. No difference at all, as to the 
way and manner of their obtaining fatvation, © 80 
that the whole may appear to be of grace. 
As to things. — This part of the ſubject is illuſtrated 
by a grand affemblage of images; comprehending all 
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that is moſt diſtin: guiſhable i in the viſible creation, aud r 
denoting amend; is moſt admired or celebrated a- 
mong the ſons of men. Oaks and cedars are the moſt 
ſtately productions of vegetable nature. Therefore 
the day ſhall be u - all the cedars Lebanon, and upon 
all the. oaks of Baſhan—Hills and mountains are the 
moſt conſpicuous and majeſtic elevations of the earth. 
Therefore the day ſhall be upon all the high mountains, 
and upon all the hills that vrelified — Towersand cities 
are the moſt magnificent works of human art, There- 
fore the day ſhall be upan every high tower, and upon e- 
very fenced wall. The ſhips 0 ? Tarſhif are put for the 
wealth, the advantages, and the various int reel, 
procured by navigation and commerce. Pleaſant pic- 
tures may repreſent elegant and refined em 1 
liſhment of civil liſe.— The Whole collection of meta: 
phors, ſeems to expreſs all thoſe attainments, poſſeſ- 
tions, and excellencies, which are ſuppoſed to add dig: 
nity to our nature, or ſtability to our hopes; to con- 
ſtitute a portion, in which we ourſelves may reſt ſatis- 
fied, or a recommendation, Which may entitle us to 
the favour of heaven- 

Yet all theſe things, before the requirements of 
G O D's law, and before the revelation of his righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be eclipſed and diſgraced. Thrown 'to 
the bats, and conſigned over to obſcurity ;* thrown It 
the moles, and trampled into the duſt. So that, in the 


purſuit of eternal life, none ſhall regard them; wes 


regard them, only to deſpiſe them. 

Thus, fays the prophet a ſecond time.—To render 
the work of humiliation effectual, he redoubles his 
blow. May our whole ſouls feel the energy of his vi- 

rous expreſſions! Thus fall the" loftine/s of man” le 

owed down, and the haughtineſi men Dall be lu 
low. All notion of perſonal excellency ſet aſide, they 
2 — and n 2 acknow- 
edge the — place al their co by any du. 

0 00 their confidence on the 
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9 tiating death and meritorious obedience of 7 E. 
10 CHRIST. They leſs than nothing; HE all 


by Wün this important ſentiment I cloſe my letter; 


not without an. ardent wiſh, that it may ſink into 


our an, and ul upon both our hearts, 
Yours, Cc. 


LETT: BA . 
Rev. Sin, 


a more like votes and memorandums, 
plea to the public, * ſatisfactory expla- 
nation of your opinion. They have rather the air of 
a caveat, than a confutation; and we are often at a 
loſs, to diſcern, how far your emonſtrance is either 
forcible or appoſite. 

rief negatives, lacopic aſſertions, and quick in- 
terfogatories, opened by no pertinent illuſtrations, 
ſupported by ne ſcrĩptural authority, are more likely 
to 2 — , ſtun, and puzzle, chan to —— pt 
— bag a — You feem, Sir, to have forgotten, th 


— 2 as doubts are ſtarted; and therefore have con- 
tented yourſelf with a brevity, which produces but 
little conviction, and more than a little 3 


This brevity of yours is the cauſe, and, I hope, 


will be the excuſe, of my prolixity; which, I per- 
ceive, is growing upon my hands, much mare than 1 
intended. If you bad been pleaſed to ſhew your ar- 


ve been able te, determine the prependerating evi- 
re N e au; i 


144 1's FI 


1 
# 5 


OUR laſt, and ſeveral of your other objections, 
than a 3j 


ns are not te be eſtabliſhed, with the ſame 


guments at full length, and to accampany with proof 
our gloſſes upon ſeripture, the reader would then 
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be had derm confulerably lefſengd, Ae, quite. ar 


"I inflonce of the ff remark. is the o 8 
tion which follows; Pa ing often rden 5 be. 
teouſneſs imputed, ſays 4 Not @ rig 1 
ſays Mr Weſley ; * never once; but ſimply righteouf. 
<* neſs,” —St Paul mentions ere, the righteouſneſs 
which is imputed, both with and "without the Greet 
article. 3 do neither of theſe ſignify a righteouſ- 
neſs? This is à piece, of criticiſm, as new to me, as 
it is nice in itſelf.— Beſides, where is the difference be- 
tween à righteouſneſs, and righteouſneſs? Is not eye» 
ry righteouſneſs, a righteouſnets ? ls not every perſons 


a perſon? and every e ee reſinement, 4 prodi- 
— Mr Neſſex had known 


gious reſinement Fins 
how to employ. his tte than in ſplitting, or 


thus attempting to ſplit h 
To what — Sir, is this exceſlive refinement 2 
Many of your readers, I apprehend, vill ad it dit 
Keul to conjecture, For my own I freely 
confeſs, that I could. not, for time, 
diſcern your aim, Nor. can I, even now, diſcover 
any other deſigu, than a forced endeavour, to ex- 
clade the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and introduce 
a miſtaken ſomething of your own, to officiate in its 
ſtead.—As the thread of your criticiſm is ſpun ex- 
tremely ne, we muſt examine it with the cloſeſt at · 
tention. But firſt let mo juſt take notice, — 

That Aſpaſio, in conſequence of his obſervation, dns 
duced from the apoſtle's lan alks, | What or 
whoſe righteouſneſs can this be? - Fo which Mr 
anſwers? © He tells you himſelf : faith is imputed ſor 
«* righteouſneſs.” —But have you never read A/pafio'gin- 
terpretation of this text? If not, be ſo impartial; ag 
to caſt your eye upon the fentb dialogue. There he 
conſiders this paſſage at and hays before you his 
expoſition of the words; not impoling it, without - 


PAP DIES; dal, together with lus expoſition, 
preſenting 


. miſtaken ſomething.” Since this is an 


— 
” 
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preſeriting you with the grounds of his opinion. If 


Jou can overthrow them, try your ſtrength and your 


kill. They ſtand ready to receive your attack; be- 
ing, at preſent, in full poſſeſſion of the field. 
However, if you will not advert to his thoughts, 
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yours. St Paul 
never mentions à righteouſneſs, but ſimply righ- 
« teouſneſs.” Thus, I preſume, you argue“ Not a 
c righteouſneſs ; that might ſeem to denote ſome real 
< righteouſneſs ; ſome actual conformity to the di- 


« vine law, imputed to finners for their juſtification. 


« Whereas, if faith be ſubſtituted in of this 
« xtal righteouſneſs; if faith be all that to us, which 
«© gur own obedience to the law ſhould have been, 
4 and which Aſpaſs ſuppoſes the righteouſneſs of 
< CHRIST 3s appointed to be; if faith itſelf be all this 
ce to us, then we are made righteous without à righ- 
* teonſneſs. Something is accounted to us for righ- 
<« teouſneſs, which is really no ſuch thing. Then we 
« ſhall be under no neceſſity of ſubmitting to the righ- 
cc teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, but ma 
& eaſily be furniſhed out of our own ſtock.”? 

Is not this, or' ſomething like this, your way of 
reafoning ? Do you not, in this manner, underſtand 
faith imputed for righteouſneſs? not as deriving all 
its „ all its ſignificancy, from its moſt magnifi- 
cent object; but as 7 elf the efficient of juſtiſi- 
cation; the very thing for which we are accepted; 


in tion to the wicked and vain commentaries 


tt of the Calviniſis, which ſay, that all this is reſident 
« in CHRIST, and apprehended by faith.“ 

This led me to uſe- that ſingular expreſſion, 

ious 
miſtake of faith ; of its nature, its end, its import. 
Af its nature. For it is a going out of ſelf, and a fly- 
ing to CHRIST, for pardon, for peace, and for 
every ſpiritual blefſmg.—Of its end. For it is or- 
dained, to preclude all hoaſting; that itſelf may be 
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nothing; that its owner may be nothing; that the 
grace of GOD, and the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
be all in all, —Of its import. For it ſays, according to the 
ophet, In the LORD, not in myſelf, have Frighteauſneſs. 
ms; expoſtulate, in the words of the apoſtle, withits 
over weaning and doating admirers ; Ye men of 1ſrael, 
why look ye ſo earneſtly on me; as though, by my own 
power or dignity, I had procured your reconciliation, 
and rendered you. accepted ? The GOD-of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacab has glorified his SON FESUS, 
and appropriated this honour to hrs obedience and death. 
In the matter of juitiſication, it is my buſineſs, not to 
furniſh a contingent, not to ſupply any part, but to 
receive the whole from his fulneſs. . 
On CHRIS T's death ſinners are to rely, as the 
cauſe of their forgiveneſs; on CHRIST's obedience, 
as the ground of their acc ce. Ho does rhis 
e agree with pag. 68. ?”—Be pleaſed to turn back, Sir; 
and, with a very little attention, you will perceive the 


agreement. Then let me deſire you to turn inward ; 
and you will, probably, diſcern more than a little diſ- 


ingenuity in your own edure ; ſince you re- 
ſolve. to ſtop your ears againſt the author's explana- - 


tion, his very particular explanation and reſtriction of 


his own meaning *.—lf you was examining a mathema- 


tical ſyſtem, you would always carry in your memory, 
the leading problems or introductory axioms. If you 


did not, your own judgment would blame you. And 


i pag. 68. 4/paſio, ſpeaking of the obedience and eh 
of CHRIST, profeſſedly declares ;' © However, therefore,” I 
« may h to expreſs myſelf, I never conſider them, *ﬆs 


acting in the excluſtve ſenſe; but would always have them 


« underſtood, as a grand and glorious aggregate. Looking 
pon our 8 A V1O U R's univerſal obedience, which com- 


1 
& menced at his incarnation; was carried on through his life; 


„ and terminated in his death looking upon all this, in its 


1 tion of my Hopes. 0 — „ 115 hy ++ „0 111. 4 5 I 
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"when you neglect to do the ſatne, in.canvaſſing a theolo- 
Fical treatiſe, does not your on conſcienee reprove you? 
Our LORD commends ſuch kinds of beneſicence 
'only, as were exerciſed to a diſciple, in the name of a 
Uitciple. Here Mr We/:y aks; „ Is not this a {lip of 
the pen ?”-—Read the paffage, Sir; and anſwer your- 
elk. What are our J. OR Ds wortis; Inaſnucli al ye 
thave done it to theſe my brethren. Have you not then 
as much reaſon, to charge our divine MASTER with a 
Up of the tongue, as to charge paſo with a flip of 
the pen? It is undeniably plain, that he does in fat 
Ttommend only ſuch kinds of bHeneficence, as were 
exerciſed towards h brethren. And I preſume, you 
will readily grant, that hit brethren, the nobler rela- 
tion, cannot be more extenſive than hig diſcipler, the 
inferior. f | | I 
Will not our LORD then comment all kinds of 
« *beneficence, provided, Wc. —Exenſe my cutting 
Mort your ſpeech. You are rambling from the point. 
What CHRIST ill do, is quite, another queſtion. 4 
Jpafio neither denies, nor affirms any thing, on this fub- 
ekt. All chat he conſiders, is, what appears to be 
really done, in that particular deſcription of the laſt 
day, and its awful proceis. Nor will he ſcruple to 
Hrn, a ſecond time, that our LORD applauds ſuch 
Rs of beneficence oy, as were exerciſed to a diſciple; 
to believers ; to his brethren. | Ayo 
de righteous Judge ſpecifies this ſort of munifli- 
cence, becauſe it is a ſure indication. of one be 
{by the word of truth. It is a teſt, which none but the 
Hints and faithful in CHRIST JES US will come 
up to. And à Chriſtian is moſt properly diſtinguiſn- 
red, nat by what he docs in common with others, but 
by the different principle from which he acts. Of this 


particularity Apa takes notice, on purpoſe to warn, 
as well as to 28 his readers. Exbort them, that 
they may Abound in works of generoſity. War Aw, 


i 


Ly 
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that their works may ſpring from the right ſource, 
faith in the divine REDEEMER. 

« You are not willing to call works of beneficence, 
« though exerciſed to a Samaritan or a Heathen, 
tranſient bubbles. No more is Aſpaſio, in the ſenfe and 
manner, which you would inſinuate. He calls them 
ſuch, not abſolutely, but relatively. Not in them- 
ſelves, but with reſpect to an affair, infinitely too 
great for them to tranfact, either in whole or in part. 
In this view (as relative to juſtification) St Ped! calls 


them 2 which is deſpicable and ſordid. Surely 
0 


then 575 may call them bubbles, which are ew, 
but inſignificant.— I don't call the deſk, on Which I 
write, 4 mere egg-· hell. Vet I ſhould not heſitate to 
ſay, it is ſcanty as an egg- ſhell, if appointed to tranſ- 
port an army to the Indies; feeble as an egg- hell, if 
"ſet up as à Wall of munition, "againſt 2 attery of 
cannon. 

How muſt Chriſtiatis exceed the ſcribes and Pha- 
riſees? To this 1 replies. Not onfy in being 
ſincere; in havin unto all GO D's command 
ments; but alſo 1 * pee a complete righteouſneſs. 
Nor can this be any thing leſs, that e bbe-- 
dience of our great MEDIATOR. Did our LORD 
mean this? · N leſs.” —Peremptorily affirmed ; 
but not fo eafil y proved; —Yes, —— add; < the fpe- 
« cifies, in the followin parts of his ſermon, the 5 
4 inſtances, wherein t Frigbteousgel of a Chriſtian 
.< exceeds that of the ſcribes and Phariſees.“ —He 
"does fo. But is it not an abſolutely complete righ. 


teouſneſs? A meekneſs, without the leaſt emotion of 


reſentment. A purity, -without the leaſt ſtain of evil 
-concupiſcence. A love, a long · ſuſſering, a perfection, 
fuch as our FAT HER which is in heaven exerciſes. 

Nov if this does not exceed the righteouſneſs of all 
tlie Chriſtians in the world, or if this is to be found 
in any IG fave only i in the character of our 


SA,: great 
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opinion. 
The diſcourſe relates to that righteouſneſs, by which 
we are ſaved; or by virtue of which we enter into 
the kingdom of heaven *. And why, Sir, Why will 
vou not reſign the honour of obtaining ſalvation, to 


"the moſt bleſſed I M MAN UE L's blood and obedi- 


.ence? Why will you hedge up your people's way to 
the immortal manſions, by teaching them to depend 


upon duties and attainments of their own ? -— Should 


. any one, hearing this doctrine, that the law of the ten 
commandments requires a perfect, ſinleſs obedience ; 
that none can be delivered from the wrath to come, 
or enjoy eternal life, without this unſinning, perfect 
obedience; ſhould ſuch a one, ſtruck with ſurpriſe 


and anxiety, inquire, « Who then can be ſaved?” 


What anſwer would Mr Weſley give: — The anſwer we 
would make, is obvious and full of conſolation. © No 
„ man, by his own ormances. But ſalvation is 
to be ſought, ſalvation is to be obtained, by the righ- 
nnn mapns efftverations proxunciat, Pharifeicem Illes 


* juftitiam, que non perfeFtifſime integram legis impletionem, 
nos poſſe ingredi regnum celorum. Suorum igitur juſtitiam vult 


' efſe abundantiorem, hoc e, ſuos vult ad judicium Dei afferre 


: abundantiſſimam, plenifſimam, et perfectiſimam juſtitiam, ut per 
ac propter cam . poſſent ingredi regnum celorum, Zam vero, 
. quia in ſe non inveniunt, fide querunst et apprebendunt in imple- 
_ fiane legis, a Chriſto pro nobis præſtita. Vid. CHEMNITH 
Harm. Evang. p. 722. 8 
- I truly valuable work, in which the learned reader will find 
may traces of lively devotion; many pieces of ſolid criticiſm, 
and many fine views opened, to ſee more clearly the wiſdom, 
beauty, and tranſcendent excellency of our bleſſed REDEEM- 
_ER's life. This book is particularly eſtimable, for diſplaying 
with great perſpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable ze: 
that diſtinguiſhed article of Chriſtianity, juſlificat ion throug 
" the righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST; which is, as our au- 
' thor very empharically ſpeaks, ir/iſimum evangelii fundamen- 
* Sham; (7. an doin he, a5 * . „ 


1. 175 i ec tęouſneſs 
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great MEDIATOR, Tretract, molt freely retract my 
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“ teouſneſs of another; even by the conſummate 
obedience of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 
He brings this ſpecious hypocrite to the teſt.— 
How does it appear,” you alk, that this young ruler 
was a hypocrite?“ — It appears from his conduct. 
For he came kneeling to our 8 AVIO UR, as one ſin- 
cerely deſirous of learning his duty; yet, when in- 
ſtructed in it, he would not perform it. — It appears 
from your own character of him. You fay, © He lo- 
« ved the world.” Then the love of the FATHER 
was not in him. That he pretended to the loye of 
G OD, is evident from his own words. That he had 
no real love, is certain from your own ack-3wledg-” 
ment. If pretence without reality be not hypocriſy, 
pleaſe to inform us, what is.—It is farther apparent 
from your deſcant on the caſe. * Therefore he could 
* not keep any of the commandments in their ſpiritual 
« ſenſe.” And it is a ſure, as well as important truth, 
that whoever pretends to keep the commandments, yet . 
does not keep them in their ſpiritual meaning, is a de: 
ceiver of himſelf ; a deceiver of others; a hypocrite. © 
„The keeping of the commandments,” ſays Mr 
Weſley, (is undoubtedly the way to, though not the 
* cauſe of eternal life.” How then came it tg paſs, - 
that our LORD JESUS CHRIST ſhould de- 
clare, I am the way? The way, to, what? Ta' the 
favourrof GOD ; to the fruition of GOD; to every 
ſpiritual bleſſing ; or, in other words, to cterna} life. 
After ſuch a claim, from ſuch a perſon, may I not, 
without the imputation of undue confidence, deny 
your aſſertion in your own form of f „ % The 
„keeping of the commandments undoubtedly cannot 
be the way to eternal life; ſince this is an bgnour, 
this is a prerogative, which the all-glorious RENEEM- - 
ER has challenged to hamfelf;- WE: + 5 
Hence your diſtinction between the way tn, and 
the cauſe of, appears to have no countenance from 
ſerĩpture. And will it not, upon a review, a to 
| Vor. IV. N 17. ö he, | 
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have as little ſupport from reaſon ? Caſt your eye w 
on yonder bridge. It is thrown over a deep and wide 
river. It is the way, the only way, whereby I croſs 
the water, and arrive at the Spelle bank. If ſo, is 
it not likewiſe the cauſe of my fafe arrival on the 
other fide ? There may be, in this caſe, other cauſes, 
concomitant or ſubordinate. But the bridge is the 


d one; that which every body chiefly regards; 


and to which my paſſage is always aſcribed. 
CHRIST therefore is the way, the only way, to 


fe and immortality. By his precious blood, and 
- his divine righteouſneſs, we paſs the gulf of wra 


and deſtruction. By the things which he has done, 
by thepains which he has endured, we enter the realms 
bf peace and joy. Accordingly, we are exhorted /o 
walk in him; and are aflured, that as many as walk in 
this way, Hall renew their ſtrength. is is, What 
the apoſtle calls, the new and living way. This is, 
what the pfalmiſt ſtyles, the way everlaſting. And 
though other ways may /etm right unto a man, yet tht 
end thereof are the whys of death. 

A doubt, perhaps, may ariſe in the reader's mind, 


ſuggeſted by the words of the prophet ; An bigb-way 


Hall be there, and & way, and it ſhall be called the way 
of holineſt. True. The way is CHRIST, che in- 


" carnate G ON, with all his gifts, privileges, and bleſ- 


* 


lings. It Hall be called the way of holineſs . None 


». 8. Upon this ſubject, Dr Owen ſpeaks exce!- 
lenty.., * CHRIST is che medium of communication be- 
* tween GOD and us. In him we meet, in him we walk. 


. Alt influences of love, kindiieſs, mercy from GOD to us, 
are through him; all our returns of love, delight, faith, obe- 


<. dience unto GOD, are all through him. He being that on- 


* way, GOD ſo often promiſeth his people: and it is a glorious 


* way, J. xxxv. 8. An high-way, a way of hslineſs, a way that 
« none can err in, chat once enter it, Which is further ſer forth, 
„. xlii.16. All other ways, all other paths, but this, go down 
to the chambers df deach : they all lead to walk contrary tb 
. 0 "> »Sce 
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can enter and advance therein, yet continue carnal 
and unclean. All that travel this toad, renounce the 
hidden things of darknefs, and do the Works of righ- 
'teonſheſs. 1t does not indeed find, but it afircaly 
makes, the paſſengers righteons. And though holt 
neſs is not their way, yet it is a principal part of their 
bulineſs, while they walk in CHRIST. 
Aſpaſie, haviug tiecafion to fpeak of Abraan's Fiith 
quotes the words of the apoftle ; By works his faith 
| vas made perfeft. Which he thus explains; © His 
| « Faith hereby anſwered its proper end, and appeared ' 
, ©: to be of the trite, the, triumphant, the {criptural 
, * kind ; 'fihce it overcatne the world, overcame rf, 
: & and regarded G0 D as all in all.“ —To this Mr 
4 Weſky replies, with the ſolenmity of a cenfor, and = 
a | zuthotity of a Uitator;'* No. The natural fenſe © 
t | © the words is, By the grace ſuperadded, while he 
8 * Wrought thofe Wofks, his Faith was Iitrrally made 
d perfekt.“ bur provf,. Sir. What have 508 to 
be | make good this interpretation ? There is not à wor, 
in the text about grace ſuperadded. This is not af- 
d, ſigned as the cauſe of 2 perfected faith. Nay, the ſ. 
ay cred writer expressly ali gus another. By works, fa 1 
St vine „ his faith was made perfect. No, fays\Mr 
of Why ; hut „ [uperadded. St James affirms 
one thing; Mr . -y allirms the contrary ; and who 
Pe I am 1, that 1 mould decide between two fuch diſpu- 
can tants? But I believe, the reader will, without my 
interpolal, eanity chuſe his fide. © : 
ee n OT ee, E psf We ah ee 


Se u Westie, tien Enes wrb b h . By 10 f 
Oy RN, D. D. Which preſents us with the ſpirit and quin- 
teſſen es ot theigoſſel ; with the nobleſt privileges and Arong- 
eſt conſ6lati6ns of Chriſtianity jp animating us thereby to all the 
duties of holy obedience. —Hereate;pinks and roſes in the pat. 

Milk and honey in the cup. Marrow and fatneſe an the table. 


In man he author has donc 7 but in thi 
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ſenſe, produce a better. One leſs oppoſite to the na- 
tural import of the words, and the apparent meani 17 
of the apoſite, is already produced. -Do you infi 
upon another? I will then refer you to abter judges. 
hall I ſend you to an expoſitor, whom you yourſelf 
admire? Dr Deddridge thus comments upon the text. 
His faith was perfe Bed by ward; the integrity of it 
« was made fully zpparent, to himſelf, to angels, to 
« GOD.” — Shall I remit you to an expoſitor, who 
can neither deceive, nor be deceived? The GO 
of glory ſays, My firength i 1s made perfect in weakneſs. 
Made perfet/ How? ls there any ſuch thing as a 
ſuperaddition to GOD Almi ty” s power, while he 
exerts it in behalf of his peo none can i- 
magine. But it is hereby — to their com- 
fort, and his glory. The fame word is uſed concern. 
ing Abrahams ood, zo concerning the GOD of 
chart ſtren 7, them ſhould it not be un- 
derſtood in the 2 conſe Here it is ra; there 
it is et * 1nd in both places, it ſigniſies, not 
& literally made perfect,“ but illultriouſy diſplayed. 
Shall T ſend you to a familiar illuſtration? I view, 
from my window, a young tree. The gardener, when 
be planted it, told me, it was a fruit- tree, a pear - tree, 
a 085 beautd du roy, It may be ſuch a tree, and have 
its reſpective ſeed in itſelf. But this did not then ap- 
r. If, when autumn arrives, its branches are laden 
with fruit, with pears, with that delicious kind of 
pears; this will be a demonſtration of all thoſe pro- 
es. This will not make it ſuch a particular tree; 
no, nor make it a good and fruitful tree; but only 
ſhew it to be of that fine ſort, or make its nature and 
perfections evident. 6 
St James ſpeaks of the juſtification. af 60 our faith; | 
thus proceeds Aſpa/io. ARS thus replies Mr Weſley ; 
Not unleſs you mean by that odd expreſſion, our 
«faith being made perfect. — I mean ſuch a 'perfec- 


tion of faith as is mentioned above. ON PSI. 
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I fiad not, either in books or men. Was faith per- 
tect, in your ſenſe of the word, loye, joy, and all ho- 
lineſs would be perfect likewiſe. Correſpondent to 
the principle, would be the ſtate of the production. 
There would be no longer any cauſe for that petition, 
which the diſciples put up; LORD, increaſe our faith. 
Nor for that ſupplication, which you and I, ſo long 
as we continue members of the church of. En lant 
muſt uſe ; « Giye unto us the jncreaſe of faith, hope, 
« and charity!“ nnen ee 
Lou call the juſtiſication of our faith an * odd ex- 
ce preſſion. Is it not founded on the tenor of the 
apoſtle's diſcourſe? Is it not the native reſult of the 
apoſtle's inquiry? Shew me thy faith. Prove it to 
be real and unfeigned, Prove it by ſuch acts, as de- 
monſtrate you truſt in FE SUS alone for everlaſting 
life. If it ſtands this teſt, we ſhall acknowledge it to 
ious faith, whoſe- author is G OD, and- 
whoſe end is ſalvation.— Is not that à juſtification of 
faith, which difplays its fincerity, and renders it with-* 
out rebuke? Somewhat like this would be reckoned” 


J 


2 Juſtification of any 2 4 or of any other thing, 


and why not of faith! © 1 
Something, you ſee, Sir, may be ſaid in vindica- 
tion of this expreſſion. However, if it be thought 
improper; if it tend to create any confuſion in dur 
ſentiments; or to draw off our attention from that 
grand idea, which is peculiar to the word juſtification;” 
the idea, I mean, of being made righteous" before” 
GOD;, I freely give it up; I will alter it in my boek, 
and uſe it no more. nm 
He that doth righteauſneſs, is righteous: he manifeſtg 
the truth of his converſion, and juſtifies his profeſſion* 
from all ſuſpicion of inſincerity.—. Nay ;”* fays Me” 
Weſley, « the plain meaning is, He alone is truly righs* 


* teous, whoſe faith worketh by love.” - Nut expo- 
ſition may be true, and Apa s no leſs true. IIS 
the reader to determine, 


which is molt exaMy' ſoit. 
% OG 
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able to the Wh 's arguing. — He is ſpeaking of the 


Chriſtian righteouſneſs; that which renders us righ- 
teous 0 — GOD; that which fleſh and blood 
could never baye diCoverad : ; Which therefore was 

racioull e in the goſpel, and is the principal 
adde goſpel· preaching. As then there were, and 
i tc Ke many pretenders to the noble pri- 
vilege, St Jahn y down a maxim or a touchſtone, 


to diſtin the A from the hypocrite. He that 
uniformly 4.5 rig bteouſneſs 5, in a way of ſanctiſica- 


tion; he, and be only, is to be acknowledged by us, 
a8 e eile wa by way of juſtification. 
ar me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling. 
Wiege ou hit upon the truth, or come pretty near 
It, 1 never he cager to oppoſe. On the Dun. 
1 Very defirqus to agree; and preſerve, as 
much as e bak t the, unity of opinion, and the 
opy of affection. Your own interpretation ſhall 
5 Res: Quly let yqur. working be the ſign and 
fruit of a. zighteous ſtate, 5 that which makes or 


cpnſtitutes 5 0 be righteouſneſs of fallen 


7 ad R: themiclves, but of me, /aith the 


2 850 855 in and accompliſhed by HIM, 


hath 1 W be e NEA! OR 
52 105 that we are made righteous, not 


Wn WARTS #9 but ſolely by belie- 
Our Ao xg as the * of 
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to operate, in this excellent and happy manner? I 
mean, to work by love. Let me illuſtrate the point by 
a ſhort apologue; then releaſe the reader from his at; 
tention, and the writer from his tax. 
A certain king had two favourites, whom he ho- 
noured with his peculiar regard, and enriched with g 
ceaſeleſs liberality. They both, inſenſible of their 
vaſt obligations, became traitors and rebels, Being 
convicted of treaſon againſt their ſovereign, he was 
determined to overcome their eyil with good. Ac- 
cordingly, when they had nothing to plead in their 
own behalf, he generouſly forgave them both. The 
one he diſmiſſed from priſon, and ſuffered to live un- 
moleſted on his private inheritance. The other he 
reſtored to all his high preferments, and public em- 
ploys. - He adorned 4 again with the robe of ho- 
nour, and admitted him again into the boſom of fa» 
vour.—Which of them, now, will feel the warmeſt 
affection for their ſovereign? Which of them will be 
moſt ready to ſerve him on all occaſions? and, if 
need be, to hazard even life in his defence He., 
doubtleſs, on whom moſt was beſtowed. dave: th 
And is not that perſon moſt likely to work and o- 
bey, from a principle of love, who believes, that his 
divine LORD has not only bore the curſe, but ful- 
filled the law for him? has given him, not bare] 
an exemption from puniſhment, but a title to etern; 
life? yea, has clothed him with his owp molt perr 
fect and glorious righteouſneſs. By virtue of Which, 
he will, ere long, be preſented. faultleſs before the 
throne of judgment, and have an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom. — Will not the faith of 
ſuch unſpeakably-rich grace, pacify the canſcience, 
and purity the heart? awaken gratitude to our hea- 


venly Benefactor, and enkindle zeal. for his glory ? 
cauſe us to diſcharge all the duties of our Ration 
chearfully, and withſtand every allurement ta evil re- 


kolutely ß 


— 


4 * w” 40 - 42.) * = 0 d * KY » 8 Iv. : 


112 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. 6. 


' Surely, we may ſay of this faith, what David ſaid 
of Goliath's ſword ; There is none, there is nothing /ife 
it. For all theſe blefſed-purpoſes, it is beyond com- 
„ and I ſhould think, beyond diſpute, eflicacious.— 
That you, Sir, may know more of this faith, and diſ- 
pute leis againſt it, is the ſincere and fervent withot, &c. 


LETTER V. 


RE v. Sin, 

S this letter may probably be pretty long, I ſhall 
| not increaſe the prolixity by a preface ; but en- 
ter upon it, without any farther introduction. 

Whoſo doth _ things, faith David, ſhall never fall. 
Which Aſpafio thus interprets, © ſhall never fall into 
« final apoſtaſy. Tou are pleaſed to reply; David 
« fays no ſach thing. His meaning is, Whoſo doth 
te theſe things to the end, ſhall never fall into hell.” 
— lt would de a great wonder, I muſt own, if he 
ſhould. But if he happens to fail, at ſome times, 
and in ſome inſtances, what becomes of him then? 
However, let you and I, Sir, be at as little variance 
as poſſible. Where is the extraordinary difference be- 
tween yourſelf and 4ſpaſio? If a profeſſor of religion 
falls into hell, muſt he not previouſly fall into final 
apoſtaſy? and if he falls into final apoſtaſy, muſt he 
not inevitably fall into- hell ? CITRON 9. 

When you inſert the clauſe, ts the end, do you in- 
terpret? do you not rather interpolate the facred 
text? The words of the pſalmiſt relate to the preſent 
time, dy 
an encouragement to thoſe, who, at this' inſtant, 
bring forth the fruits of evangelical righteouſneſs. 
The en ement is deduced from the comfortable 
doctrine of final perſeverance. It carries this chearing 
import; Whoſoever believes iv JEHO V-AH, as 
| ly | „ laying 


doth, not ngyy a do. They contain 


WL 


6 

i 
4 
C 
r 
it 
a 
0 
0 
v 
tl 
m 
0¹ 
ſu 


„th 


this is a diſguſting method. 
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« laying all his fins upon C H RIS J, and giving him 
« eternal life freely; whoſoever, from this principle 
of faith, ſincerely loves and willingly obeys GOD; 
t“ he thall never fall.“ The words = — D No, 
He ſhall never be moved. A phraſe common among 
the Hebrews, to denote the ſtability of a man's happs- 
neſs. An immoveable thing never falls, either one 
way or another. So, this righteous perſon ſhall ne- 
ver fall; either into final apoſtaſy, which is the great» 
eit miſery here; or into hell, winch't is the conſum- f 
mation of miſery hereafter. | 
But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of 
what you are jealous. Your exclamation unravels all; 
+ How pleaſing is tis to fleſh and blood!“ — Under 
favour, 9 ir, I cannot conceive how this doctrine ſhould: 
be plealing to fleſh and blood. Fleſh and blood, or 
corrupt nature, is proud. Any ſcheme of perſeve- 
rance, to be accompliſhed by our own ſtrength, would 
_ be agreeable to the vanity of our mind. But 
everance, founded on the fidelity and the power 
GOD; a perſeverance, which acknowledges itſelf 
owing, not to any human fufficiency, but to an union 
with CHRIST, and the interceſſion of CHRIST; 
This is what the natural 
man cannot away with. Lou will find the generality 
of people utterly averſe to ĩt.Heſh and blood will not 
ſubmit, either to be made righteous before GO D, by 


the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST or to be 


made faithful unto death, by the never - failing faith- 
fulneſs of CHRIST. Try your friends; try your 
followers ; try your own 5 on this point. 

To the humble believer, I acknowledge, this is 2 
moſt pleaſing and conſolatory doctrine. He WO 
feels his own impotence z who knows the power of 
his inbred corrupions; and is no to the wiles 


of his ſpiritual enemy; he will rejoice in the thought, 

that nothing ſball pluck him out f his almighty R E- 

DERG R*s rEeery That his his advocate with the 
FATHER 
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FATHER, will ſuffer neither principalities, nor 


powers, nor life, nor death, nor things preſent, nor things to 


come, nor any other creature, to ſeparate him from the 
Ive of G O N.— Without fuch a perſuaſion, we might 
toa truly ſay of the Chriſtian's joy, what Solomon {aid 
of -worldly merriment; # faid of laughter, It is nad; 
and of nurth, What does it? If he, who is to-day 
baſking in the divine favour, may before the morrow 


be weltering in a lake of fire; then joy, even joy in 


the HOLY GHOST is unreaſonable ; and peace, 
even that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, is 


chimerical. A building without à baſis; at leaſt, 4 


bowing wall, and a tottering ſence. | 
Let us examine the — which Mr Weſ/tey fays 
is ſo pleaſing to fleſh and blood ; or, in other words, 
to carnal people. — What is the thing which the pſal- 
miſt teaches, and Aſpaſa profeſſes ? That the perſons 
who are deſcribed in the pfalm *, ſhall never apoſtatize 
from the true faith, or from true obedience. Is this 
fo agreeable to carnal people? Is it not rather unwar- 
rantable in Mr Neſey to ſuppoſe, that carnal people 
either poſſeſs true faith, or perform true obedience, 
or can be pleaſed with either? Efpecially, ſince the 
apoſtle aſſures us, that the carnal mind is not ſubject to 
the law of GOD, neither indeed can he. 
- Beſides, are not the duties mentioned by the 
plalmiſt, offenſive to fleſh and blood? Do they not re- 
quire, or imply, the mortification of gur carnal appe- 


The xvth p/alm, I apprehend, defctibes. the perfect cha- 
racter. That perfection, which CHRIST yeally fulfled: 
and is the righteouſneſs, in which ao Fl leaſed. The 

hildren of the truth are, by the ſame 8 [R] — to imitate. 
chis character, according tp the meaſure of their faithy Yer 


ſo imperfectly, that when compared with it in their own per. 
ſons, they have reaſon to pray, Forgive ut eur treſpaſſer. 


Though, when conſidered as clothed with the fulfil of 
Ain C#B 1ST, they map affurc themſelves of acceptance 
with GOD, and an ererlaſtigg title to the divine favobr; | 

Narr | tites, 
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tites, and the diſcipline of our un 22 affections? Can 
it be a welcome piece of news to fleſh and blood, that 
this mortification ſhall take place? inſtead of being. 
remitted ſhall increaſe ? and geyer, never diſcon- 
tinued, till mortality i is Wale up of life —lf 2 
the old man which is corrupt, mult be pleaſed with th e 
curb, and the dagger mu delight i in its own reſtraint, . 
and its own deſtruction.— Such a paradox we mult 
believe, before we can eſpouſe Mr We/ey's notion, 
that fleſh and blood are — with the doctrine of a 
final perſeverance in ſelt-denial, in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. 

Should your repentance be without a failure, — 
« without a flaw ; J muſt ſtill lay to my friend, as our 
LORD replied to the —2 * ruler, One tb thing thou. 
e /acheſt. In all theſe acts of humiliation, you have. 
« only taken ſhame to yourſelf. Whereas, à righ- 
++ teouſnels is wanting, which N magnify the law, 
and make it bonourable.” — Theſe are 4ſpajie's. 


Words; upon which Mr Weſley animadverts. “ One 


02 thing thou lackeſt, the imputed W of 
« CHRIST. You cannot think this the meaning 
<« of the text.” Neither does A/pa/io — this to be 
the meaning. He only uſes the words % by way of ac- 
commadation. Could you demonſtrate, that gur 
LORD intended no ſuch. thing, yet the ſentence way 


3 opinion; and if to, 


not unproperly ex pr 
be not unkt for 
Howeyer, let us inquire into the exa& meaning of 
the text. A very little ſearch will yield the delined 
ſatisfaction. Sell all t beu haſh and grye to he pear, aud 
thou ſhalt have 2 ſure in heaven. Treaſure in heaven 
was what the gentleman lacked. Could thi; 
be any other than” CHRIST himſelf? Is not CHRIST 
the treaſure, hid in the field of the goſpel? Is pot 
CHRIST the inheritance, reſeryed in heaven for 
us ? Is not a communign with CHRIST, and an en- 


erer of CHRIST, tþe ſupreme fcbcity-of our 


nature? 
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nature David was of this mind, when he publicly 


declared, Whom have I in heaven but thee St John 
was of this mind, when he folemnly averred; He that 
hath the SON, hath liſe.— Whoever is of another 
mind, has very inadequate, very unworthy notions 


of heaven and its happineſs, Now if CHRIST him-- 


ſelf was the one thing needed, ſurely his righteouſneſs 
could not be ſecluded. His blood and obedience in- 


ſeparably accompany his perſon. He that hath the 


bridegroom, hath his riches alſo. 

In oppoſition to this ſenſe, it is affirmed, '<* Certain- 
<« ly the one thing our LORD meant, was the love 
* of GOD.” —The love of GOD is certainly an emi- 
nent bleſſing. Poſſeſſed, I ſhould imagine, only by 
thoſe, who have firſt obtained eternal fe, by 4notw- 
ing the true GOD and FESUS CHRIST. But 
does our love of G O D 'magnify the law ; fatisfy ju- 
ſtice; or obtain heaven? Are we pardoned, are we 
reconciled, are we juſtiſied, on account of our love 
of GOD ?—The young ruler wants hat, which may 
open to him the kingdom of heaven; and that, where- 
by he may inherit eternal life. Mr Neſley, ſetting 
aſide pardon, reconciliation, Juſtification, together 
with the one perfect rightecuſneſs, which procures 
them, aſcribes all to our love of GO D. And, by 
this means, not to the true love, ariſing from the 


knowledge of him, as manifeſted in the goſpel; as 


having firſt loved us, in granting us remiſſion of ſins, 
freely through 7E SUS CHRIST. —This notion 
may paſs current at Rome *, not among the Proteſtant 
churches, Our own church has moſt - expreſsly diſ- 


The council of Trent, by her interpreter Andradius, thus 

herſelf ; Chriſtus 6bedientia ſua non meruit credentibiis 
in ipſum ſalutem et vitam gternam ; ſed hoc tantummodo meruit, 
gued propter, ipſum infunditur nobis charitas inberens ; ut illa 
demum fit, qua hominem Deo non tantum gratum, ſed pergratum ; 


gon tantum acceptum, ſed peracceptum reddat ad vitam aternam, 


Vid. Chemnit. Exam; Cane. Trident, p. 146. 


claimed 
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claimed it. Speaking of CHRIST and his precious 
blood-ſhedding, ſhe adds; Whereby alone we are 


„ made of the kingdom of heaven.” 


Is the obedience of CHRIST inſufficient to ac- 
t compliſh our juſtification ?“ Here you would cor- 
rect both the language, and the doctrine. The lan- 
guage: for you ſay, © Rather I would aſk, Is the 
death of CHRIST inſufficient to purchaſe it? 


Jo purchaſe juſtification, you 3 is more proper 


and expreſſive, than to accompliſh. As this may ſeem 
a ſtrife of words, I ſhall diſmiſs. it without much ſo- 
licitude. Only I would tranſiently obſerve, that to 
accompliſh, denotes more than to purchaſe. It de- 
notes the conſtituent cauſe ;. what the ſchoolmen call, 
the matter of juſtification, or the very thing which 
effects it. If your favourite phraſe implies all this, let 
it have the pre- eminence. 1 | | 

Next, you correct the doctrine, by ſaying, © 
« would rather aſk, Is the death of CHRTST inſuffi- 
« cient to purchaſe juſtification ”'—I anſwer, If you 
conſider the death of CHRIS, as excluſive of his 
obedience, it is inſufficient. If you do not, there is 
no reaſon for your ſtarting a doubt, where we 
both are a And indeed it is ſcarce worth my 


while to take notice of it. I will therefore return to 


the diſtinction, which you think proper to make, be- 
tween accompliſhing and purchaſing juſtification.— 
Why, Sir, would you ſet aſide the former phraſe? 
Does it not imply, that which juſtifies? that v 
thing; which commends us to GOD? that ver 
righteouſneſs, in which we ſtand accepted before him 
Does not this way of expreſſing, guard moſt effectu- 
ally againſt the errors of Popery, and exclude all co- 
efficiency of faith, of works, or any thing elſe what- 
er I ſaid, the errors of Popery. For a Popi/h ſy- 
nod will allow, that We are not juſtified without the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST, by which he hath merited 


jultiſication for us; but declares, at the ſame time, 
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if any man Mall ſay, we are formally righteous, by 
that very righteouſneſs, let him be accurſed.—Ac- 
cording to this, which is no very good confeſſion, the 
11ghteoulneſs of CH RI ST pure afes, but does not 
accornpliſh ; : It merits our ju! fication, but docs not 
conſtitute our juſtifying * Vee, Sir, whi- 
ther Aout reftitthents ar * 
" The Mats in gloty, Dy - 40 Fo, Alribe the whole 
bf thai Resto 70 f i blood of the LAMB. 80 
* do 22 replies Mr W. 2 * and yet 1 believe, he ob- 
4% tained for All a poſſibility of falvation.” Is this ob- 
Jeckion . Does Aſpaſirs aſſertion contradict 
your belief? Does it 157 comprize, all that yon 
avouch, and much more? Is it poflible, that Mt 10:0: a 
Who is fuch 2 maſter of logic, ſhould argue in this 
manner? „The Taifits in ory iferibe all their falva- 
tion to C HR I SDs blobd; therefore he did hot 
t: obttin a poſlibility of falvi ofi for All men.“ What 
A forced concluſſon is this! at Wild reason 
nete! Such ptemiſes, and Tach an inferencè, will pro- 
Vably incline the reader th chink of à fun- beatn and 4 
cod, connected with bands of ſmoke. 
"Tt; du was determitied to thake this paffa age faulty, 
ou thowta have oppoſed it with the fo decla- 
koh of your Faith ; Pk et 1 believe, that 2 RIST 
& obtained. ns more 2 a pofſibikty of falvation For 
any.“ Then you would have ſomething ſuited t6 
your purpoſe; but not agreeable, either tö ſound ſenſe, 
ir found doctrine. Not to ound ſenſe. Your poſſibili 
df ſalvation, is, if people perform the conditions. Hs 
then can they  aſeride The whole glory ts CH h 1ST? 
At this n do a piece of 1nj Mia 7 their on 
reſolutioni and Wc as thile, by mere 
conditions, had à hand in obtainihg 1 _ 
ought to have a ſhare in receiving Sd Nonbür. Not 
to ound doctrine.—Aſpaſi believes much more than 1 
bility of falvation by J ESUS CHRIST. He 
eves 1 full and complete falvation ; * » 


VVV 
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that noble text, It i, fniſbed. A ſalvation, not to be 
acquired, but abſolutely given; according to that pre- 
cious ſcripture, GOD hath given to us eternal lift. 
Not upon ſome terms or prerequiſites, but without 


any condition at all; according to that moſt gracious 


invitation, Whoever will, let bim take of the water of 
life freely. This I look upon as {Gund doctritie. But 
will your notion of a conditional ſalvation, propoſed 
by way of bargain, and granted upon terms; cortiport 
with this gift of grace? | | e 
No more than à poſſibility of ſalvation !—Yes, Sir, 
CHRIST obtained a great and a free ſalvation. Great ; 
for it comprizes the pardon of all fin, original and ac- 
tual ; a reſtoration to entire and unalterable favour ; 
together with a title to everlaſting life and glory.— 
This is ſuch a proviſion for our happineſs, as becomes 
the immenſe goodneſs, and inconceivable majeſty of 
an incarnate G OD; ſuch as not only ſupplies our 
wants, and fatisfies our deſires, but ſurpaſſes our ney 
wiſhes ; tranſporting us with wonder, and {Hi 
with joy.—To accompliſh all this, we may reaſdhably 
ſuppoſe, nothing leſs could be ſufficient, than the a& 
tive and paſſive righteouſneſs of HIM, who is gone 
into heaven, angels, and authorities, and powers bei 
made ſubject unto him:—Since this matchleſs ranſo 
has been paid; ſince theſe grand conditions are per- 
formed; there is no obſtruction from the divine ju- 
ſtice, or the divine truth. All that ineffable and eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs is now become free ; is granted to ſin- 
ners, to rebels, to the moſt unworthy ; they ate al- 
lowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poſſeſs it, to re- 
joice in i as ther own portion ; and without the pro- 
viſo of any g06d thing in themſelves, purely on de- 


count bf their SA VID U Rs all- ſufficient work. 


I tead in facred hiſtory of Eleazer the fon of Dodo the 
Ahobite, ont of the three mighty men with David; boto 
te arsſh, and ſmbte the Pbilitines, until his hand was 
weary, and his band clave unto his feword ; —_— 
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LORD wrought a great victory that day; and the peo- 
Nie returned after him only to ſpoil. And were not 
theſe mighty. men. typical, faintly typical of our al- 
mighty REDEEMER? Did not FES US allo a- 
riſe, and work a great victory? Has he not triumph- 
ed gloriouſly over fin, and all our enemies? And 
What have we to do, but only to return, and divide 
the ſpoil, and ſhare the benefits of his conqueſt? Ma 
we not boldly ſay? My fin is done away, becauſe 
© CHRIST has bore it on the curſed tree. I ſtand 
* accepted before G OD, becauſe CH R IST has fi- 
<«, nifhed the righteouſneſs, which renders me un- 
<. blameable and unreproveable. I ſhall receive the 
« HOLY. GHOST, becauſe CHRIST is my 
« advocate; and prays the FATHER, that he will 
give me another comforter. This ſacred comforter, 
by thewing me the riches of CHRIST, will more 
and more ſanctify my nature.” To think and live in 
you manner, is to take the ſpoil after our victorious 
leader. ä arg. * 8 
Let me cloſe and confirm this ſeritiment, with a 
| from that inimitable penman, the prophet 1/ai- 


may almoſt be admitted into the number of evange- 
liſts; and, for his exquilitely-fine deſcriptions of 
CHRIST, greatly exceeds all orators and all poets. 
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in bis appa- 
rel, travelling in the greatneſs of. his ſtrength*-—[ that 
ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. —Wherefore art 
thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that 
treadeth in the wine: fat! I have trodden the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with me. 

The prophet, like one thrown into a ſudden ſurpriſe, 
with a beautiful abruptneſs, cries out, Mh is this * 
What extraordinary appearance diſcovers itſelf to my 
fight? Is it a human, or a divine form, that I behold? 
He cometh from Edem the country, from Bezrah the 
' | . | capital, 


aha who, for his remarkably-clear views of CHRIST, 


victories ; ſtill going on, from conquering to conquer. 
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capital, of' our profeſſed national enemies. Is he for 
5 or for our adverſaries ?—The firſt queſtion ſeems 
proceed from a diſtant and indiſtinct view. He then 
od ah A 3 ſurvey, and N the wonderful 
rſonage with greater particulari This that 
2 ith dyed e _ e and 11885 
rious warrior, that has ſcarcely ſheathed the ſword of 
Daughter ; who is all encrimſoned, and Rill recking 
with the blood of the ſlain. Be 
The viſion becomes clearer and clearer. I ſee him 


(adds the ra . N prophet) glorious in hit apparel. 
Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful. * 


ing in his aſpect, in his whole perſon, in his very dreſs, 
the marks of tranſcendent dignity. Travelling in the 
greatneſs of his ſtrength. Not faint with toil; nor weari- 
ed with the fatigue of the dreadful action; but like one, 
that is indefatrgable in his zeal, and irreliſtible i in his 
power; and therefore ſtill preſſing forwards, tq new 


The majeſtic object is, all this While, advanging. 
At — he approaches near enough, to hold a hon - 
ference with this devout inquirer. One would naty+- 
rally expect, that his ſpeech: ſhould be like his ni 
alarming and tremendous. But grace is on his ton 
and his lips drop balm. I that a peak nr in ri Prehn 
all whoſe e are faithfuln : an 4 
moveable Eu for the faith = my people. 
That” ſpeak of ig neſs. of that myſterious "gh: 
teouſneſs, w the delight of my FATHER, and 


2 life of 2 cbs th To bring in which, is the! de- 


of my 1 10 on earth, and to reveal it is the 
office of my SPIRIT. By means of this ri hteguſ- 
neſs, I am aughty to ſave : to fave thee; to lave any 


loſt finger ; to ſave them, 28 with the arm ot omni- 
potence, beyond al that they can 3 
very utt 

* Vox Wiege conſtrufa cum præſ a 3, not at rb phrof 


farra, legui de re 
Vor- IV. No 17. 1 | Here 


_ I would allo take liberty to pay merit its due honour; by 
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* the prophet- 4 to be ſomewhat at a loſs» 

d takes leave to renew his inquiry. If thou art 
HA not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave; where- 
re art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
im that treadeth in the wine-fat? Theſe indicate, not 
deliverance, but deſtruction. Theſe are tokens, not of 
forbearin mercy, but of inexorable vengeance.— Tis 
true, replies the Hluſtrious hero, I have trodden the 
une. * have cruſhed my foes; I have Tun: 


2 Trodden the udn ref Lean hardly forbear taking notice 

of the gieat impropriety, with which this text and this metaphor 

are frequently uſed by our theological writers. They apply | 
both to C RI ST, as bruiſed by his almighty FATHER}; 
and bearing the weigbt of that indignation, which was due to j 
the fins of mankind, Nothing is more common, than to make ? 
this text deſcriptive of his agony in the garden. —If indeed it 

had been ſaid, Jam trodden i in the wine-preſs, the image might Fe 
not be iraproper. But when it is ſaid, I have tradden, nothing 

can b& more unfaitable'to a ſtate of humiliation and ſuffering. te 
This phraſe evidendy denotes conqueſt and triumph; enemies _ 
vanquiſhed and totally deſtroyed. It ſhould never therefore A; 
be applied to the ag but to the triumphant SAVIOUR ev 
ed 
be: 
the 


not to JESUS 7 proſtrate on the ground, but to FESUS 
making bi bis tocs/his foorſtool. 
have taken leave io animadvert upon 3 common mi 


recommending to my reader a poctical verſion of this paſſage, 


gien us by Dr Lowth, in his elegant work, entitled De 


Th 
SP poeſi Hebreorum. Where he underſtands the text, in the to « 
ſuggeſted above; and tranſlates it, in the very ſpirir of the 
Vril. As the lines are few, and the book may not be in the 
neter eee ptr rn 
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ped them under my feet; and repentance was hid 
my eyes. But thy enemies were the object of 
mine indignation. Sin, $1 death, and hell are the 


Poms rye adverſaries, 12 is their blood, that is 


nkled u 1 „ and that ſtains all m 
Mev any is victory habe: güned, by myſelf aloné. 


Being infinitely tog 7 in rte power, to want an 


aſſociate; and > finitely ous of my honour, to 
accept of any aſtance. TW the people,” whether in 
heaven or on earth, here was none with me; to afford 
the leaſt ſuccour, or to take the leaſt ſhare in the glo- 


rious work. The falyation of ſinners ; their deliver- 


ance from wrath, and their redemption to GOD, 1 
in all its parts, my act, even mine, and mine 0 
Yours be all the benefit; mine all the glorx. 
The terms of acceptance for fallen man, were, 9 
fatis faction to the divine uſtice, and a complete conformi, 
to the divine law. This,” ſays Mr Weftey to , 
«you take for granted, but cannot allow. 
A ſpaſio does not take theſe points = nted, Ithonght, 
even his enemies would: — the has — oy pt- 
ed, at leaſt, to make good bis opinion, all the world, 
belides yourſelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What ele is 
the deſign of dialogue the third and fourth * what elſe 
is aimed at, in dialogue the ſeventh, eigbth, and ninth? 
The former treat la ely of the full tisfaction given 
to divine juſtice. The latter treat ſtill more largely of 
the conformity demanded by the divine law, and 
yielded by the divine FESUS: f SGT 
Theſe things, however, </you cannot allow.“ 
Not allow a full ſatistaction of divine juſtice to be ne- 
c Are you not then acceding to the Scciman? 
Not allow a complete conformity to the divine law to 
be n Are you not then g to the Anting« 
nian? See, Sir, how you approach the rocks, 'both on 
the right hand, and on the left. May the KEEPER 
of Marl preſerve yo urſelf and your” 8 
uſt at 


low _ 


* 
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low what you deny, who believes the divine 
Juſtice to be infinite, and the divine law to be unalter- 
able. A juſtice, that will admit of any ſatisfaction, 
Jefs than complete, can never be deemed infinite. And 
if the divine law ean reſt ſatisfied with an obedience 
that is defective, it is not ſo venerable as the hw of 
the Meds and Perfrans. | 
De terms of acceptance for fallen man,” you ſay, 
« are repentance and faith.“ —I muſt own, I don't 
much like the expreſhon terms, unleſs it be referred to 


the mediation of CHRIST. And you yourſelf, if you 


would act conſiſtently, ſhould not be over - fond of it, 
becauſe it is not ſcriptural. Though, for my own 
part, I have no quarrel againſt the word, becauſe it is 
not the exact phrafeology of ſcripture, but becauſe I dif- 
Eke the idea itconveys., Shall we treat with the DEITY, 
as free ſtates or ſovereign princes treat with each o- 
ther? the one obtaining from the other, peace or 
ſome IS conceſſion, by complying with his 
terms III | 
To confirm your opinion, that © the terms of ac- 
« ceptance for fallen man, are repentance and faith,” 
you produee the following text; Repent ye, and be- 
; the geſpel.— Here you write, like a man of ſenſe ; 
who knows what juſt diſputation means. You lay 
aſide your certainlies, your undoubtedlies, your unque- 
ſtionablies ; and urge a proof from ſcripture. —Whether 
you rightly underſtand, and duly apply this proof, 
W. pm. IF 5, This may be the 
„and believe the a is ma 
meaning 5 the * „ relingniſh all 
your wrong notions, relating to the way and manner 
of findin CARTIER PA the D » Believe the 
gel; Which o a moſt unexpected. avenue, for 
8 of this Mee which brings 
you tidings of a falvation, fully procured by the in- 
carnate GOD, and freely offered to the unworthy ſin- 
ner.— The word you know, is wen. Which, in its 
5 1 1 primary 


DT Tree Rar 


to give it, as 2a moſt eminent 
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primary fignification, denotes not{p- much a refor- 
mation of conduct, as a change of ſentiment. - 
Suppoſe it to ſignify a reformation of conduct. 
The meaning then may be as follows. Repent ;. for- 
fake all your vices, and all your — eee e 


ry evil temper, and renounce every evil In * 
der to render this „ believe A 9 
in a SAVIOUR is yed ; who 


for ſuch offenders; — them to 
GOD; and obtains eternal tion for them, 
This will fweetly withdraw your s from ini- 
quity, and — attach them to the hleſſed G O D. 
without this powerful expedient, you will 
never be delivered from the pleaſing witchcraft of 
lugs. Sin will always have dominjon over you, ſo long 
as you are under the law, and not under grace. —Re- 
pentance, thus underſtood, is not the condition of ob- 
taining ſalvation, but the fruit of ſalvation obtained. 
af repentance be a gift, it cannot be a 
term or condition. He muſt be a ſtranger to the im- 
port of and the common ãdeas of mankind, 
who will take upon him to affirm the latter; and he 
muſt be yet a 8 che hoty word of 
G OD, who al offer to deny the former. 
CHRIST ts exalted, ſaith the apoſtle, 20 gi repentance. 
Not to require it, as à condition of blefſedneſs; but 
Not require 


N addy fallen man, who is not able to think a 

good thou 

ae and | 
ou 

« are, &. "ihe rms of veneer flew a what | 


makes 


you mean by fallen man. Do you mean (as you tell 


us, in your collection of ſermons)! © one dead to 
« GOD, ), and all the things of GOD? having no more 
« power to form the actions of a living Chriſtian, 
* than a body to perform the functions of a living 
„mant“ What * _ 

3 ? 
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61? Be they ever ſo diſſicult, or ever ſo eaſy, it ma- 
keth ro difference. The hand ſtiff in death, is no more 


able to move a feather, than to remove a mountain. 
Whatever, therefore, others may aſſirm, you, Sir, 
cannot talk of repentance, to be — by "fallen 
man, until he is quickened and enabled by fellowſhip 
with CHRIST, the living and life-giving head. 
Unleſs you chuſe, either to contradict your own af- 
ſertion, that fallen man i is abſolutely dead to all good; 
or elſe think to maintain, that the dead may 
not only act, but perform ſome of the moſt excellent 
acts. and important offices. 
You ſhould likewiſe, Sir, if you 3 write od 
ly and argue forcibly, have. told us, what you mean 
faith. Otherwiſe, you may intend one thing, and 
another, even idle whe) both uſe the fame word. In 


this caſe, our e erer as it muſt 


>. ere” I mean, what St Fobn calls, a of 


CHRIST —— — OC 
given, in 


they are fr e word af grace and truth. 
Jf this, is' the apoſtolical, be a proper deſini- 
tion, then it ſeems not to come under the denomina- 
tion of 2 condition. They muſt be exceſſive refiners 
F os bids a rich preſent, 
the terms or conditions — or would 
eſteem my eating at a plenteous feaſt, the terms and be 
conditions of ou nn th 


ſound ſenſe is loſt? 
to St Paul, is a perfuaio that 


Faith, 
CHRIST loved me, ro graders. rs hh ly Where ſay 
onality, Int this de- A 


is any trace or any hint 
ſcription? I don't hear oo. _ e He loved 
me, Lrepent; for me, in 
caſe ae mah ny Wu begere hal for 
me, — — hut performed no con- 


ditions; when I was without ſtrength, and could per- 
. en — be gave himſelf a 


18 


Whether 1 have 
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that I might have remiſſion of fins, through bis hood; 
and eternal life, through his righteouſneſs. Believing 
theſe delightful truths, and receiving theſe heavenly 
privileges, I love my moſt adorabſe enc factor; and 
abhor thoſe iniquities, for which he wept, and groan- 
ed, and died, That love of CHRTS ” is Vital ho- 
tineſs ; and this abhorrence of ſin, is practical 

ance. And both are the fruits, therefore cannot be 
the conditions, of falvation 8 —_— 
Some holy men and excellent writers, 1 confeſs, 
have not Erpel to call faith and repentance tlie 
ditions of our falvation. Yet I cannot Prevail on 

ſelf to admire or approve the lan Page: 1 fer, 
tends to embarraſs the fincere - to darken the 
boaſt of grace; and to afford too mych occaſion for 


To = the fincere bol. For, If 1 am dg! on 
conditions, this will naturally divert my attention 
from the grand and all-ſufficient cauſe of 5 


the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, which alone giy 
ſolid comfort. Inſtead of delighting myfelf in t 
LORD REDEEMER, I ſhall 5-4 engaged in 
anxious concern about the 
them Whether I have 
performed them aright 7. . Whether there may not be 
ſome latent defect, that ſpoils all, and renders my la- 
bour fruitleſs? The more ſerious aur minds are, and 
the more tender qur conſciences, the more thall we be 
liable to e. and diſquietude on this head. 

It eclipfes the luſtre of — ant ſaved by grace, 
lays the oracle of heaven, But if falyation pe, upon 


conditions, it cannot be of grace. It muſt, in ome 


meaſure at leaſt, be of works. Since it depends upon 
working the conditions, it is obtained working th 
conditions; and the candidate has reafon to look BAR 
cipally unto his performance of the 8 1 
are to him, by incomparable degrees, th 

0 1 1 inter poſition, 


portant point. Becauſe, without dier al ü 


Conditions. 
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interpoſition, every thing elſe is as nothing. Even 
GOD's everlaſting love, and CHR 1ST*s everlaſt 
ing righteouſneſs, are, till the conditions are fulfilled, 
but ciphers without the initial figure. - dey 
t affords tos much occaſion for 8 I not, 
in this caſe, thank my own application and induſtry 

They, they exerted themſelves ſucceſsfully ; and be- 
hold! the promiſed reward is mine. What then 
ſhould hinder me from ſacrificing unto my own net, 
and burning incenſe unto my own drag ?—At this 
door the notion of merit will unavoidably creep in. 
Becauſe my performance of the condition is merito- 
nuus of the covenanted reward. So far meritorous, 
that the reward is my due. I may demand it, as a 
debt, And it will be an act of apparent injuſtice to 


with-hold it.—But ſhall theſe things be faid unto the 


ALMIGHTY? Will theſe things redound to the 
praiſe of the. glary of his grace? Do theſe things hide 
vanity from man; or conſiſt with a ſalvation, that is 
without money, or without. price? Not quite ſo well, l 


believe, yourſelf will acknowledge, as the following 


Ws. pop aw od fot! . 
Tei the world their virtue hoaſt, 
© Their works'of rig leon frefs 5 

1, a wretth undone and loſt, ** 
Am freely ſav'd by grace | 

Other title I diſtlaim, © ; 
This, 'only this is all my plea ; 

I the chief of fonners an, 

But JESUS died for me. 


* 


Fallen man,” you fay, 4 is juſtified, not by Ne 
obe- 


«< obedience, but by faith.“ Not by 

« dience.”” Ah, Sir! if you had remembered the im- 

mutability of G OD, and the ſpirituality of his law, 
ou would not have challenged this exprefſion. — 
But by faith.“ Here, tis true, you uſe the lan- 

guage of ſcripture. Nevertheleſs it behoves a-watchs 


FITS 
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man in Iſcael, to ſhew how the language of ſcripture 
may be abuſed. Faith, you allow, is imputed e 
for 42 therefore (you infer) not the ri 
teoulnels or perfect obedience of CHRIST., Thi 
if you 22 thing, or would ſpeak n 
the pu „ Muſt be your wa r 80 you 
would ſet Tank and d RIST's righteouſneſs at va- 
riance. "The former ſhall exclude the latter from its, 
office. Whereas, the former is only the pitcher at 
the fountain, while the latter is the very ant on of life; 
is that bleſſed, glorious, . heavenly - ly Loan which, 
received by Fatt, | juſtices fancti ves. | 

According to-your goſpel, gan e will ſay to the righ-- 
teouſneſs of the RE EEME Wa. Depart hence. 
« I have no need of thee. . I myſelf act as the juſtify- 
ing rightcouſneſs. Thand in the trad of pe Felt ober 
6 — in arder to —_— with G 3 .?—To 
this may we not reply? Was faith then crucified for 
you ? has faith — the divine law? or is it by 
means of faith, that not one jot or tittle af its precepts. 
paſs unfulfilled ? 

If faith, in this ſenſe, is imputed for righteouſneſs, 
how can yau ſubſcribe that emphatical article, which 


_ declares, © We are accounted righteous before G OD, 


« only for the merit of our LORD and SAVIOUR 
« FESUS CHRIST,” Surely, Sir, you are ac- 
"— righteous, for the ſake of that, whatever it 
be, which ſtands in the ſtead of perfect obedience. 
That, whatever it be, may claim the honqur ; 4 and to 
that juſtice itſelf cannot but my the p | 
If — notion be true, the believer onthe to have 
his own faith principally in view. Whatever preſents 
2 obedient before GO D, is my greateſt 
is my choiceſt portion; the beſt foundation for 

my hope, my peace, my joy. To this, therefore, ſo 
®* Theſe are . Wefley's own words, in his explication of 


this ve See his fermen on the right 
faith, arr. p. 111. A * 


long. 
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long as I know my own intereſt, I muſt chiefly look. 
Whereas, lont unto JESUS, is the direction of the 
HOLY GHOST. Look unto his atone- 
ment, and complete righteouſneſs, and be ſaved, is 
= grar:d unchangeable edit, iſſued from the throne 
. ce. io YEW 1 1 e 5 q 
Perhaps, will fay, Are not the words of ſcrip- 
ture exprefsly on my fide? Faith is imputed for righ- 
teouſneſs. True. But is the ſenſe of ſcripture on your 
fide ? Suppoſe, I ſhould ge where rove, that Da- 
vid was from guilt, by the hyflop which grow- 
eth on the wall ; Dre would ate l wild and an 


impracticable attempt. But ſhould I not have the 
on my ſide? Purge me 


words of ſcripture” expreſsly on 1 
with byſſop, and I ball be clean. Vet ſhould I not have 
the leaſt countenance imaginable from the ſpirit and 
ſenſe of thoſe ſacred writings. Has the hyflop, a 
mean worthleſs ſhrub, any Kind of fitneſs, to ſand in 
the ſtead of the ſacrificial blood, and make the atone- 
ment for fin * No more fitneſs has faith, to ſtand in 
the ſtead of * obedience; to act as our juſtifying 
righteouſneſs ; or procure our acceptance with GOD. 
What CHRIST has done.” —Here Mr Weſ/ley 
himſelf {| g Bees 
ents it by a very magnificent ima e lays it as 
* of that Art and ee 
bleſſing, juſtification. In this I moſt cordially agree 
with him. Hoping, that we ſhall unanimouſly join, 
to defend this important ſentiment, againſt all op 
ſition ; and endeavour to diſplay the REDEEMER's 
work, as well as his paſſion, in all its glorious excellency. 
What CHRIST has done is the foundation of 
e our juſtification, not the term or condition.” —The 
prophet 7/aia5 had other notions of this matter; If 
thou ſhalt make 1 an Mering fer fin, be all fer 
his ſeed. If * is the hypothetic language; denotes a 


. L | 4 - term; 
I 7 liii. 10. EZPWN CK, Si poſueris. Vocula 


— Lind 


N valet 
conditionem, 


of what CHRIST has done. He re- 
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conditionem, et refte vertitur per f. Patet enim Sabi 
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term; expreſſes a condition; on the performance of 
which, the MESSIAH dd for his feed; ſhould 
have a numberleſs multitude of ſinners, pardoned and 
renewed ; born again of the SPIRIT, and made 
heirs/ of falvation- The grand term, on which all 
theſe bleſſings depend, and by which they are made 
ſure to believers, is, the pouring out of the ME S- 
SIA H's foul, 1 for their ins, and a ran- 
ſom for their 

*The foundation, „ not rr condition ”.—Methinks: 
you thould offer ſome reaſon for this diſtinction. x- 
ſpecially, ſince St Pau! aſſures us, that CHRIST is, 
in the work of falvation, not this or that only, but he 
is ALL. Especially, fince-CHRIST himſelf de- 
clares, I am, in that of all affairs, the re- 
demptzon of ſinners, the ng and the ending. 
And well - he may be ſo, ſince he 1s, as it follows in 

Your meaning, 1 prefumne, is, What ciaist 
has done, is a foundation for the influence and figni- 
ficancy of our own ng That they, under the 
notion of terms and conditions, may come for a ſhare, 
and be his co- a D work. This was 
the doctrine, council of Vent; this 
is the doctrine, e 
Rome ; and is, perhaps, of all their abominations the | 
moſt reſin yet not the leaſt diſhonourable to our 
SAVIOUR. It bears the ppolition-to-the 


greateſt o 
truth of his goſpel, and the froeuel of, ae 


tion. | 
* Lhaye beard it infinuated, that Mr. I: 2 
as the 
ood itſelf. 1 


ſuit in diſguiſe. This inſinuation I 
charge of being a Jeſuit or 


groſſeſt caſumny; I abhorred, as 
But no body, I apprehend, _ acquit 


conditionem hic conjungi cum N Praſtita condition 
tinendo. Vrram. | Fr. a * 
. [> en n>146ik 
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7 f — from halting between Proteſtantiſm 
They have ſtolen the unhallowe d fire, 
— are e dgcted with the leaven of Antichriſt. You 
have unhappily adopted ſome ſpecious Papiſtical tenets, 


and are liſtening to the mother of abominations, more 
than you are aware. 


. all your —— — from miſtakes who is 
e principal aim is, the 

. of CH IST, a and 1 tho — of ſouls. 
Therefore I ſpeak the more freely. Was you a bigot to 


ſelfiſhneſs, or a 212 to vai , ſuch liberty 
2 be diſpleaſing. But I am ed better 
of Mr — He has publicly declared, that 


— wherein ſoever e is miſtaken, his mind is open to 
« conviction ; and he ſincerely deſires to be better in- 
N 233 N wit of a Chri- 
ſtian. 0 m Beggin 
of you, Sir, with the ſincerity bee of 2 
brother, — your —＋ impartially; leſt, be- 
ing miſled m your thoulands and 
2 82 
u the mens ume, 1 hope, you will ust rake it 
amiſs, if, to my affectionate entreaties, I add my 
_ vers: That you, Sir, and your people, 
be in the number of theſe bliſed mens unto whom 
Ge D imputeth righteouſneſs without tvord s. Which I 
take to be the kr and great evang elical privilege ; as, 
I am very ſure, it is the richeſt benefit, I know how 
to crave, either for you, or for yaur maſt, S. 


ui e Ke - T. E * vn. | 
, W 81 K, 1. 5, 

ERSONS Killed in the difſetion of anima) bo- 
dies, frequently mention comparative anatomy. 


y 1 borrow the term, and apply it to theology? 1 


| 40 then freely declare, that in caſe you » 


iA r 


© 
* 
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aſio, for points of divinity, 
5 have no . a dais 


for inſtance, are 96 opinion, that the 
is conſiderably beneficial to his 
belief of a when St Paul 4 s to the anxious 
Jailor, Believe on the LORD JES 8, and thou Salt 


be ſaved, and thy houſe; he ſome ſpecial good, 


that ſhould redound to the man's houſehold; from his 


own receival of CHRIST. It ſeems, indeed, that the 
. Ing 

to jay, thy uy allo, ey fol- 
nw thy exanipht ſhall obtain ſalvation with eternal 
glory. If this were the whole of his meaning, he need 
not have confined it to the jailor's domeſtics; but 
might have extended it to al the inhabitants of Phi- 


hi | 
AY tenets, whether admitted or affe&t 
ei 3 embrace which fideo 
e think apf be ſound in 
ORD SUS © R IST. Bot 
errors, — to that bange, which is the one 
efficient cauſe of juſtification ; in which alone GOD 
is well „and all his perfections glorified ; which 
is the only ſpring of ſolid peace, true godlineſs ; 
ſuch errors are extremely pernicious. Theſe we muſt 
withſtand with reſolutzon and zeal. We may not give 
place to their encroachment, no, not for an hour. 
The former may be compared to a fly, ſettled on the 
diſh ; the latter are more like poiſon, mixed with our 
food. To diſlodge that, — — =o 
prevent, or expel, or antidote ths, is 7 
ceſſary. In the former number; — — 
will rank your obſervation, which * But as 1 
have undertaken to follow you ſtep by ſtep, . e 
it. F 4 ” 
paſo, ſpeaking of David, expreſſes a high 
for that dero, king, and and faint. „ that his 


\ 
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eſtecm were catried a little too far; where would have 
been the great hurt, or the grievous offence? - How, 
Sir, could this have led to unſettled notions in re- 
„ ligion *?”—b was- inclined to anſwer your reflec- 
tions, as the hero himſelf anſwered his cenſorious 
brother I there not a cauſe ? Tben paſſing on to an- 
other ſubject, as he, perfectly. maſter of himſelf, and 
nobly fuperiot to the affront, turned to another per- 
ſon. But as yau ſeem to have injured David, and 
not done juſtice to the truth, I ſhall hardly be excuſed, 
nnen. without ſome more particular 
notice. 
860 D himſelf. Antibes David with the moſt exalt- 
ed of all characters, fays 4ſpaſio. = Far, very far 
from it,“ ſays Mr l « We have more exalted 
characters than Dawd's.” Where, Sir ? Shew me; 
in any of the ſaints, or in any of the ſacred writers, 
a mort devout; ora more divine ſpirit, than that 
which breathes in the penman of the Fame. For 
my own part, [know 8 
author, or in any language. Neither can I conceive 
a more exalted character, than the character given of 
2 _ after CO D's en heart. If GOD be 
ag J0d.g6, [I bis approbation. be the' infal- 
deſcription muſt expreſs the moſt 
— human worth. Say whatever you will 
of a perſon, it does, not, derer enn this moſt 
Hluſtrious teſtimony, 
1 But this is fd of Dovidio a reſped..” 
—Ay notwithſtanding the HO LY SPIRIT bas 
par np rene ng him —7 my .after mine own heart, 
who my uni. If you was expoundin 
CORN 5 think it right to fay ! Heſh 
perform all-my will, E that in, he thall ſerve me in jom? 
particular reſpect.— 4 It was not ſaid, with regard to 
* The reader will pleaſe to remember, that the pamphlet, 
which contains the temarks under conlideration, is entitled 4 


Preſeruative againſt — religion. 5 
0s - 7: 


to it, in any 


* By mp eos | ws P 


8 — = 


+ 
— 


1 
6 


Let. 7. ASPASIO VINDICATEP. 135 


« his whole character.“ No! not when the SPIRIT 
of inſpiration has borne this witneſs to David; His 
heart was perfect with the LO RD his GOD. Could 
his heart be perfect, yet not influence his whole. con- 
duct :—“ But it was faid in the ſecond or third year 
« of Saul's reign.” Therefore it was not applicable 
to him, during the future years of his Hife. This is 
the inference you would draw. But can you really 


think it a juſt one? or would you call that perſon, a . " 


man after G O D's own heart, who is ſingularly pious 
in the days of his but ſwerves and declines-in 
his advanced age? 2 ee, RET 
N t witültan ing all theſe remonſtrances, you pum 

matters to the utmoſt ; as though it was a point of 


the laſt importance, to prove Danid an errant. back» 


ſlider. With this view, you add; “ But Was he a 
« man after GO D's own. heart, all his life, or in all 
« particulars ? So far from it, that —Stop, Sic. Ther 
ſeech you. And, before you ſpeak unadviſedly with 
our — hear What the LO RD himſelf replies, to 
th your interrogatories; David did that which was 
right, in the eyes of the LORD, and turned. not aid 
from any thing -that he commanded. him, all the days of 
his life, ſave only in the matter 4 Unah the Hittite: 
Surely, you was not aware, that ſuch things are writ» 
ten in the book of GOD. Otherwiſe, you would 
not have contradicted them, with ſo 46 boldneſs, 
| will, therefore, put the moſt charitable conſtruction 
* our procedure, and ſay with the apoſtle; I wat, 
that through inadvertence you did it. 
Were is not a juſt man upon earth, that finneth not, is 
a text quoted by Aſpaſeo, Upon which Mr jt ere 
ſerves 3 © Svlomon ought truly ſay ſo, before CHRIS 
« came.” —According to this inſinuation, What So/c- 
mon ſaid in his Proverbs and other books, was ſaid on- 
ly by a ſhort-ſighted mortal: who might adapt his 
inſtructiops to the preſent economy ;; but was not 
Wie Pep a Lyſtean of moryls. toy fulunity, | Where. 
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28, I always ſuppoſed, that his writings were dictated 
by that infinitely-wiſe SPIRIT, beforewhom all times 
are preſent, andto whom all events are known. Agreea- 
bly to this ſuppoſition, Paul informs us, that whatſoever 
things were written aforetime, whether by Solomon or any 
other prophet, were written for our learning. —No ; ſug- 
geſts Mr Neſley. Here is ſomething written, which apper- 
tains not to us Chriſtians, We are above it.—Are you 
ſo? Your reaſon for theſe 1 v Why, 
« St John affirms, Whoſcever is born of GOD, finneth not.” 
True; he ſinneth not workin bd it is not his cu- 
* practice. Thus the paſſage is explained by 
another apoſtle ; Sin, though it may make inſurrection, 
does not rergn in his mortal body. ough it may aſ- 
fault him, 5 wy not dominion oor _— 
© Again, he finneth not, is the way of ſpeakin 
. to be underſtood with the ſame imitation? as ” ba 
hr ane] HE groeth not account of any of his mat- 
25 Sir, would you int e words? 
It 1s undeniably certain, that ſometimes G O 5 giveth 
account of his matters. He gave it to Abraham, when 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, were 


to be deſtroyed with brimſtone and fire from heaven. 


You would therefore, I preſume, in ſome ſuch quali- 
fied ſenſe expound the paſſage ; * He giveth not account ; 
« it is not his uſual way. Not a cuſtomary procedure 
« with the ſupreme Diſpoſer of things. He generally 
« requireth his creatures to tranſact with him upon 
* truſt; to give themſelves up, with an implicit re- 
1 ſignation to the "veracity of his word, 491 the 
good · pleaſure of his will. . — The harmony of ſcrip- 
ture, and the neceſſity of the caſe, call upon you to 
give the ſame expoſition of the text before us. 

Ifaid, the neceſſity of the caſe. For you will pleaſe 
to obſerve, the any affirmed, is affirmed in fuch a 
manner. that it mult be ap lied to every individual 
Chriſtian, and at the very jnſant of his commencing 


choad Claiſtian, | The ie apoſtle ſays not, 4 _ 
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the firit rank, but wheſcever. He ſays not, After ſuch 


a a one has been, for a conſiderable time, born of GOD; 


but whoſoever i born, is but juſt entered upon the de- 
lirable ſtate, ſinneth not. The character belongs to the 
very weakeſt believer. The deſcription is ſuited even 
to babes in CHRIST. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that 
it implies an entire freedom from fin, infirmity, and 


defect, is to ſuppoſe, that all the children of the re- 


generation are born in a ſtate of manhood; or ra- 
ther, are more than men, even while they are infants 
HA Lan | 
Our tenſe of the paſſage is free from this improprie- 
ty, yet gives no countenance to unmorality. Whoſo> 
ever 1s born of GOD finneth not. He does not, he can- 
not fin, like the devil, or one actuated by the diaboli- 
cal nature. This interpretation is rendered probable, 
by the apoſtle's antitheſis; He that committeth fin is of 
the devil. It is rendered neceſſary, by the preceding 
remark, and by the experience of - Chriſtians. —The 
text, thus interpreted, is applicable to the babe in 
CHRIST, as well as to the adult. Though either of 
them may fall, through the violence or ſurpriſe of 
temptation; yet neither of them can live and die in al- 
lowed iniquity, whether of omiſſion or commiſſion. 
They cannot have a ſettled love to any known. fin, nor 


can they commit it with the full content of their. will. 


Solomon, when he uttered thoſe humbling words , 
had his eye upon what you ſomewhere call, “ the in- 


* conceivable purity and ſpirituality of the facred 
© precepts.” upon that univerſal - obedience which 


they require, in every the minutelt inſtance.— That 
we do nothing, great or ſmall, which they forbid; 
leave nothing undone, in heart or life, which they 
enjoin.— That we do all this, in the 'moſt perfect de- 
gree. Not only ſerving the L ORD, but ſerving hin 
with all our ſtrength. Not gnly loving our neighbour, 
but loving him as our own'ſgul. Ever exerciling the 
ö 29 9 


von- IV. No 1x. min 


ed to Chriſtianity, 
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utmoſt regularity of affection and deſire; ever main- 
taining the utmoſt rectitude of temper and thought. 
—It you alſo, Sir, had your eye fixed upon the fame 
law, as it delineates and 9 this “ inconceivable 
* purity and ſpirituality * you would not ſcruple to 
acquieſce in the wiſe man's confeſſion, nor think much 
to adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it 


calculated, not only for the Mo/:c æra, and the me- 


ridian of Judea, but for all times and all places; till 
thoſe new heavens, and that new earth appear, where- 
in dwelleth conſummate righteouſneſs. 

In many things we end all. That St James does 
* not ſpeak t his of himſelf, or real Chriſtians, will 
clearly appear to all, who impartially conſider the 
context.“ —I with, Sir, you had made this appear 
to one; even to him, whom you honour with this ad- 


- dreſs. Then I ſhould not have been obliged to aſk, 


Of whom ſpeaketh the apoſtle ? He fays, My brethren. 
Does not this imply true believers, and real Chriſti- 
ans !—He ſays, We teachers &. Does not this compre- 
bend himſelf, and deſcribe bis office? — He adds, We 
all. If he himſelf, and real Chriſtians, are not inclu- 
ded in this moſt comprehenſive clauſe; I would defire 
to know, in what terms they could poſſibly be com- 
priſed. 
mea to this interpretation, the arguing is juſt, 
and the concluſion forcible. As though he had ſaid, 
My dear brethren, though you are truly convert- 
do not unadviſedly engage 
„ in the arduous and awful work of the miniſtry. 
*« Remembering, that we miniſters of the goſpel ſhall 


be ſubject to a ſtricter judgment + than Chriſtians 


« in ordinary life; and if, upon trial, we are, found 


4 faithleſs, ſhall receive a heavier condemnation 1.— 


„ The danger, let me add, is very conſiderable; be- 


The original i is, not x», maſters, but Marana, teachers. 
+ + Judgment, condemnation—the word * may be taken 


in both cheſe ſigniications. | 
1 - «cauſe 
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** cauſe fuch is the frailty of our mortal ftate, that 
the very beſt among us, and thoſe convertant in 
e ſacred things, cannot always walk uprightly ; but, 
in many inſtances, we trip, we ſtumble, we offend.” 

Whereas, if neither the apoſtle himfelf nor real 
Chriſtians be meant, I can ſee no propriety nor 
force in the reaſoning. Nay, I can ſee no reaſoning 
at all, though the illative particle for evidently re- 
quires it. Nothing but a moſt inſipid and frivolous 
aſſertion; “ For, in many things, we that are not 
< real Chriſtians offend.” Is this a diſcovery worthy 
of apoltohcat wiſdom? Is this all that the inſpired 


St James meant to declare? You and I could have 
told him and his people a great deal more. Whoſo- 


ever is not a real Chriſtian offends, not in many things 
only, but in every thing. To ſuch a one nothing is 
pure. A mind and conſcience are defiled : his whole 
life is | 

We have examined this objection, as it ſtands in it- 
felf. Let us now take a view of it, as it may appear 
in its confequences. — In many things we offend all. 
The apoſtle ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of real Chri- 
* ſtians.” What fine work would our adverſaries 
make with the fcriptures, if we ſhould allow them 
Mr Meſley's liberty of inter pretation! Tell a Pelagian, 
that alt mankind is depraved. Prove the univerſal 
depravity, by that abaſing text, 4% we, lite hep, 
have gone aſtray. How ealily may he reply, AH we 
does not mean all mankind'? The prophet ſpeaks not 
of himſelf, nor of virtuous perſons, but only of pro- 
fane people, and men of the baſer fort.—Telt an Arian, 
that our LORD FESUS CHRIST is very 
GOD. Confirm. the glorious truth, by that mott 
cogent text; In HIM dwells all the fulneſs of the 
CODHEAD. The heretic has nothing more to do, 
than, in Mr Weſtey's manner, to anſwer, At f 


does not mean all the divine perfections, but onty 
lome pittance or n r Sir, when- 
| K 2 


ever 
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. ever you are di'poſed to criticiſe again, let me beſeech 
,ycu to conſider a little the import of language, and 
the conſequences of things. | 
Had the words been, hn many things we offend, you 
might, by diſregarding the context, have borrowed 
ſome flight ſeeming countenance for your criticiſm, 
from verſe the ninth; where the apoſtle is ſuppoſed 
to perſonate the wicked, Therewith curſe we man. But 
in the place under conſideration, he enlarges the ſen- 
timent, and ſtrengthens the language; though free 
from that particular crime, he was not free from this 
neral charge. Here therefore he ſpares not himſelf; 
e takes ſhame to himſelf, and teaches the moſt up- 
right of the human race, to plead guilty before their a 
Judge. We the ſervants of GO D; we the ambaſia- j 
dors of CHRIST; we all *—not one excepted—in | 
many things offend Where then could they, and O 4 
where can you and 7, look for our perfection, but * 
only in our divinely-gracious SURETY, BRIDE- ” 


GROOM, HEAD? There let us ſeek it, where 
ſome excellent lines (whoſe author you may probably 
know) have taught us to find it. of 
Noro let me climb perfection's height, 
And into nothing fall; 


Be leſs than nothing in t bt 
While HIT all. 


In the paragraph which begins, O children of 
« Adam,” you don't diſtinguiſh what the law is made 
to ſpeak, according to a new ſcheme of divinity ; and 
what it really dees ſpeak to true believers, on the prin- 
ciples of the goſpel. Give me leave to rectify your 

miſtakes, and to point out the manner in which you 

ſhould have expreſſed yourſelf.  :. | 
. To rethify your miſtakes —You ſuppoſe the law, upon ., 
Aſpafio's plan, ſpeaking to this effect. O children I , m*" 
< of Adam, you are no longer obliged to love the I „; 

* Ne ſeigpſos quidem excipiunt apeſloli. BENGEL. in loc. 
& « LORD 


c 


n of 
nade 
and 
prin” 
our 


| you 


pon 
Aren 


the 
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« LORD your G OD with all your heart.” Indeed 


ou are. The obligation remains, and is unalterable. 
But it has been fully ſatisſied, as the condition of life 


and immortalit iy, by by the belicver's glonous SURETY. 


—* Once I inſiſted on abſolute purity of heart. Now 
« I can diſpenſe with. ſome degrees of evil deſire.” 
No ſuch thing. Every degree of evil deſire I cone 
demn with inexorable rigour. But every ſuch offence 
has been thus condemned, and thus puniſhed, in the. 
fleſh of your crucified LOR D.—* Since CHRIST 
has fulfilled the law for you, you need nat fulfil it.“ 
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the juſtifi- 
cation of your perſons, or to obtain eternal life and 
glory, This, to you the greateſt of impoſliblities, 
Has been performed in your behalf, by a ME DIA- 
TOR _ a REDEEMER, to whom nothing & 
impoſſible.— I will connive at, yea accommodate 


« my demands to your weakneſs.” Not this, but 


what is much better, I ſee no ſinful weakneſſes in you, 
becauſe they are all covered * with howto arc robe 
of your SA VIOUR's righteouſneſs; ore I no long- 
er curſe, but bleſs you, and ſign your title to ev 
ing happineſs. Thus the enmity of our nature is flair: 
thus the precepts, even the ſtricteſt precepts, become 
amiable and deſirable. We love the law, which, 
through our dear REDEEMER, is no longer a- 
gainſt us, but on our fide; is a meſſenger of peace 
and bears witnzſs to our completeneſs in CHR ST. 
The manner in which you ſhould have expreſſed aurſelf 
his is what the law ſpeaks, according to 40 9˙8 
doctrine. O believers in CHRIST, 1 am, like my 
divine Author, conſummate and ge 1 


* P/al. xxxii. 1, Bleſſed is he, whoſe iniquities are conered. 
Upon zhis text gt Jerom very ingeniouſly, and very comfort- 
ably deſcants ; uod tegitur, non_videtur ; quad non videtur, 
non imputatur ; Pony non imputatur, non punietur. That 
which is covered, ſeen ; that which is not ſeen, is not 


n imputed; that which is not imputed, ſhall not be * 


K 3 did 


| 
| 
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did require, I do require, and ever ſhall require, 
<« perfect love to GOD; perfect charity to your 
neighbour ; and perfect holineſs, both in heart and 
life. Never abating one tittle of theſe. my require- 
ments, I ſhall denounce the curſe upon every dito- 
bedience ; upon the-leaſt departure from abſolute 
perfection. — Bat this 1s your comfort, believers, 
that the curſe is executed upon your moſt holy 
SURETY. This is your comfort, believers, that 
my precepts have been fully obeyed by FESUS 
your SAVIOUR. As this was done, in your 
nature, and in your ſtead, I am fatisfied, and you 


with any fault, nor connive at any infirmity ; yet J 
behold all your faults laid upon IMMANUEL: 
I behold all his righteouſneſs put upon you; and 
on his account I acquit you, I accept you, and pro- 
nounce you righteous &.“ ; 

'This 45 the language of the law to the faithful, as 
they are in CHRIST JESUS. This is the ſpirit 
of Aſpaſio's converſation with his friend Theron. The 
native tendency of this doctrine, and its powerful a- 
gency in producing true holineſs, are protelledly diſ- 
played in the tenth letter; and not obſcurely hinted 
in various other places. If you can prove, that it has 
a contrary tendency, you will prove, that the grace of 
GOD does no longer teach us to deny, but prompt us 


TRA ELE ED EALD: 
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* I think, it is no miſrepreſentation, to ſuppoſe the law 
ſpeaking, in this manner, to the believers.—Bccauſe to them 
all things are become new, Conſequently, the voice of the 
law is new. Becauſe all things are theirs. If fo, the ſentence 
of the law'is theirs, Not to overwhelm them with confuſion, 
but to make them joyful throygh hop:,—Becauſe this is the 
language of the almighty L AW GIVE R, to the redeemed 
of the LORD JESUS; and ſurely the law will not jar, but 
harmonize with its author, faying, How ftall I curſe who 
50 hath net curſed ? or haw ball I d:fy, whom the LORD 
bath not defled? * . | 

| "to 


are juſtified. Now, though I can never diſpenſe | 
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to commit angadlineſ An attempt, in which, with 
all my eſteem for your perſon, and deference td your | 
abilities, I cannot with you GOD ſpeed. 

Does the righteouſneſs of GO D ever mean (as 

« you affirm) the merits of CHRIST? Where do 
I affirm this, Sir? Be pleaſed to produce the paſſage. | 
At leaſt refer us to the page.—4/paſio, in the place 
which offends . of what CHRIST has 
done and ſuftered ; of his active and paſſive obedience, 
Theſe expreſſions you change into © the merits of 
«CHRIST, which being an ambiguous. phraſe, 
may ſerve to perplex the cauſe, rather than clear up 
the diſſiculty. Give me leave, therefore, to reſtore 
Aſpaſios words, and to ſtate the queſtion fairly. 

Does the righteouſneſs of G O D ever vify th 
active and paſhve obedience of CHRIST?” To 
this Mr Weſley replies, „I believe nat once in all the - 
«* ſcripture.” — Why then, Sir, do you not diſprove | 
what Aſpaſio has advanced in fupport of. this inter- 
pretation? Tou believe one thing; be believes another. 
And there is this littie difference in the ground you 
reſpectively go upon. He appeals to argument and 
ſcripture. You reſt the whole RC this —__ 
bottom, | believe $2945 \ 

You proceed It“ (that is, che righteouſneſs of 
GOD) “often means, and particularly in the epiſtle 
to the Romans, GOD's method of juitifying ſinners???” 
—Suppoſe I ſhould fay, in my turn, This phraſe never 
means, no, not in the epiſtle to the Romans, 'G O'D's 
method of juſtifying ſinners; I ſhould chen argue in 
your own way; bring a: hielo poor Fried 
Juit as good an- — to defend, as have 
brought to deſtroy my opinion. What the ju- 
dicious reader ſay, on ſuch an occaſion? Would he 
3 and crys 'N A goodly pr IO 
« 22 | 4 A. 

But let me aſk, Does the holines a a0 big 
= method of ſanctifying | mg a wage 
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of G O Drfigni ify his method of making ſinners wile ? 
This no mortal has ſuſpected; this you yourſelf will 
hardly venture to aſſert. W hy then ſhould we take 
our word, when, without aſſigning the leaſt reafor, 
vou dictate and declare, „Ihe righteouſneſs of GOD 
ie means his method of juſtifying tinners?”—You muſt 
don us, Sir, if we prefer St Peter's judgment; his 
udgment in that memorable pafſage, & he have obtains 
ed like precious faith in the r bteouf neſs of cur GOD, 
even of our SAVIOU R IS CHRIST. This 
ſentence is a key to all cose texts in the New 'Teſta- 
ment, and many of thoſe in the Old, which mention 
the righteoulneis of GOD. Here it neceſſarily ſig- 
niſies the righteouſneſs of CHR /S becauſe none 
elſe is our GOD and SA VI OUR. Here it con- 
feſſedly ſigniſies the object of juſtifying faith. Which 
cannot be the effential righteouſneſs of an abſolute 
60 D, but muſt be the vicarious righteouſneſs of an 


incatnate G O D. And why thould you ſcruple to 


call the righteouſneis of CHRIST, the righteouſneſs 
of -G OD? © ſince his blood is called the blood of 
60 D. His life, which he laid down for us, is called 
the life of G0 D. And he himſelt, as the author of 
our ſalvation, is called 7 EH O AH (or GOD felt- 
exiſtent and everlaſting) our rig tecuſneſi. 

It is poſſible, you may produce ſome commentators 
of-eminence, who coincide or have led the way, in 
this your interpretation. But may we not aſk them, 
as well as yourſelf, on what authority they proceed 
Is this the plain and natural che bf of the 
words? No; but an apparent force upon their natu- 
ral import. Does this tend to ſix and aſcertain the 
ſenſe of the-paſſage? No; but it gives the paſſage 
fuch a rambling turn; as will accommodate ifelt to 
the ſentiments of Arians or Socinzans, Armiünians or 
Papiſts.—ls this reconcileable with, the tenor of ſcrip- 
ture? He hath made: HI MH to be fin for us, who'tneww 


wo! fin, that we nightbe n made the righteesfueſs of G'O D. 
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in him. Make a trial of your interpretation upon this 
diſtinguiſhed text; fee how it will accord with com- 
mon {nfe, or the analo of faith. That we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of G O'D ; that is, © that 
we might be made 60 D's method of juſtifying 
“ finners,” . you yourſelf, Sir, upon an impar- 
tial review, be pleaſed with /uch intcrprefaGatis of 
facred writ ? | 

How much more noble, and how much more com- 
fortabie is the eaſy and obvious ſenſe, which the 
words, in a moſt beautiful climax, afford! He made 
CHRIST, wha was perfectly free from fin, both in 
heart and life ; G O D made him to be lin, juſtly 
chargeable with it, ; ang Juſt puniſhable for it. That 
we, Sho are full of both original and actual, 
might be made righteous and not 2 righteous, 
but (which is a much ſtronger een rig _— 
11/clf ;—yea, that we might be made, what exc 
parallel, and paſſes all underſtanding, the righteouſneſs 
of 60D, might have that very n 8 for 
our juſtification, which the G 0 D of all perfection, 
uniting himſelf to our nature, wrought, finiſhed, i ad 
infinitely ennobled. 

Mr Samuel Clarke, in his annotations on this vets 


on Rom. 1. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in che fame vague. 


* $t Chry/oftem expqunds the important paſſage, in much the 


ſame manner. His words are worthy, . not only to be copied 


in a note, but to be written on our hearts. Nox ravie x41, roo 
Taula, Txpagrra: Sumade: we; Tor yap dt, gnoir, tromoir auaphancr, wa Tve 
axapſurvc rennen Tixaing. Maxtor J. vie vlg une, axx' « T0kAe H, w. Ou yap thy 
they, ax ally rw eee. Ov yap mae, des hei eee, a e e Trot 
J yeorunthe, ware, Joan, AAA Aenne, xa: On Souuorom.” hat 
words can expreſs, or what thoughts can conceive, the greatneſs of 


theſe things? He made the RIGHTEQUS ONE anner, that © 


be might make wretched finners righteous. This, though mar vel. 
lufly great, is not all. The word it not in the concrete, but in the 
ebftraF. He made the JUST ONE, not a finner, but fin'; that 
we might be made, not righteous ah ur e, ST Hl, — — 


we the righteouſneſs of GOD. 


and | 


— — ee ² A. 0 


| 
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and unſatisfactury manner as yourſelf. I could men- 
tion another celebrated commentator, who leans to 
this timid and trimming ſcheme.—l ſpeak thus freely, 
becauſe I look upon the article of juſtification through 
the righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, to 
be the ſupreme diſtinguiſhing. glory of Chriſtianity, 
Becauſe I conſider it as the richeſt, incomparably the 


richeſt 2 of the Chriſtian. To have a righ- 


teo a conſummate righteouſneſs, — the very 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate G O D, — dignified 
with all the perfections of the divine nature, — to 
have this righteouſneſs imputed for our juſtification | 
matchleſs - inconceivable bleſſing! This fills the be- 
hever's heart with inexpreſſible comfort and joy, 
This diſplays the grace of G O D, in the moſt charm- 
ing and tranſporting light. This conſtitutes the moſt 
engaging motive to love, to holineſs, and to all willing 
obedience. | ; : 

Let us not then treat of it, in ſuch diluting terms, 
or in ſuch a compromifing ſtrain, as {hall defeat the ef- 
ficacy of the heavenly cardiai, or deliver up the pre- 
cioas depeſitum to the enemies of the goſpel. Let us 
rather, by a clear and full maniſeſtatian of the truth, of 
this capital and leading truth eſpecially, commend our- 
ſelves to every man's — — Their humour may diſ- 
like it, their prejudice may reject it; but their con- 
ſcience, whenever it awakes, and gains the aſcendant, 
will embrace it; will cleave to it; and rejoice in it. 

But ſtay. Let me proceed cautiouſly; not tri- 
umph immatarely. Tou rally your forces, and pre- 
pare for a freſh attack. Aſpaſis tells his friend, that 


the righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies a righteouſneſs of 


the moſt ſupereminent dignity ; ſuch as is worthy 
to be called by his name, and may juſtly challen his 
acceptance. To this you reply, I cannot. allow it 
4 at A boch his opinian by ſcripture, 
by reaſon, and by a very reſpectable authority. All 


hich Mr Meſley would contront and eee BR 
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that one irrefragable proof, < I cannot allow ĩt at all.“ 
— Surely, ſaid I, upon reading ſuch controverſial 
triflings, delivered with the air of oracular reſponſes; 
ſurely this letter muſt have ſtolen its way into the 
world. It was deſigned as 2 perſervative for Mr We- 
/iey's private ſocieties only. It could never be intend- 
ed for public view, and general examination. Since 
every reader is treated, not as his judge, no, nor as 
his equal, but as his pupil; not as one, that is to be 
addreſſed with argument, and convinced by reaſon- 
ing, but as a tame diſciple, that is to acquieſce in the 
great preceptor's ſolemn sa so.“ | | 

To your next paragraph I have no material objec- 
tion, I might indeed complain of an unfair quota - 
tion; but I jhall only obſerve, that you would diſcard 
the expreſſion, imputatian of | righteauſneſs,” and inſert 
in its ſtead, intereſt in C HR IST. You bad not al- 
ways, Sir, ſuch an averſion to the phraſe imputed: 


witneſs that ſtanza in one of your hymus; 


Let faith and love combine : 

o guard your valiant breaſt ; | 
The 2 be bs N divine, 
Imputed and impreſt. | 


However, in this place 1 am willing to gratify you : 
becauſe it will be difficult to ſhew, how a ſinner can 
have a real intereſt in CHRIST, in what he has 
done and what he has ſuffered, any other way than 
by imputation. I am willing to gratify you, provi- 
ded you do not entertain that ſtrange conceit, of an 
incomplete intereſt, or an intereſt in half the R E- 
DEEMER; but look upon the holineſs of his na- 
ture, the obedience of his life, and the atonement of 
his death, as the one undivided ineffable treaſure, in 
which every believing ſinner is intereſted; as that 
which is the all- ſufficient cauſe of his x ang, ren- 
dering acceptable, firſt his perſon, then big perform- 
| 5 11:99 712: 120 SORTS 
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ances ; and, at the laſt, introducing him, with dignity 
and triumph, into everlaſting habitations. 

Here I lay down my pen; unleſs you will permit 
me to relate a little piece of hiſtory, not foreign to 
your. laſt ſentiment.— A certain general happened to 
obſerve a common ſoldier diſtinguiſhing himſelf, on the 
day of battle, with uncommon activity and courage; 
determined to reward merit where-ever it was found, 
he advanced the brave plebeian to a captain's poſt ; 
who had not long enjoyed the honour, before he 
came to his benefactor, and, with a dejected counte- 
nance, begged leave to,refign his commiſſion, The 
general, ſurpriſed at ſuch an unexpected requeſt, aſk- 
ed him the reaſon. | Your officers, ſaid the petitioner, 
being gentlemen of family and education, think it be- 
neath them to affociate or converſe with a ruſtic. So 
that, now, I am abandoned on every fide; and am 
teſs happy, ſince my preferment, than I was before 
this inſtance of your Highneſs's favour.—ls this the 
cauſe of your uneaſineſs? replied the general; then 
it ſhall be redreſſed, and very ſpeedily : to-morrow I 
review the army, and to-morrow. your buſineſs ſhall 
be done.—Accordingly, when the troops were drawn 
up, and expected every moment to begin their exer- 
ciſe; the general calls the young hero from the ranks; 


"Jeans his hand upon his ſhoulder; and, in this fami- 


liar * pwn} walks with him through all 
the lines. The ſtratagem had its defired effect. After 
ſuch a ſignal and public token of his prince's regard, 
the officers were deſirous of his acquaintance; and 
courted, rather than ſhunned, his company. 

And will not the fayour of the bleffed FE SUS, 
give us as great a diſtinction, and as high a recommen- 
dation, in the heavenly world? Will not the angelic 
Hoſts reſpect and honour thoſe perſons, who appear 
waſhed in his blood; clothed with his righteouſneſs ; 


and wearing the moſt illuſtrious tokens of his love, 


that ke himſelf could poſſibly give? In theſe _— 
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of his love may we and our readers be found! Then 
{hall we meet one another with courage and comfort, 
at the great tribunal ; with honour and joy, amidſt 
the angels of light; with everlaſting exultation and 
rapture, around the throne of the LAMB. | 

Under fuch pleaſing hopes I take my leave at pre- 
ſent, and remain your, &'c. | 


EET TEIA VAL 
RE v. SIR, 


OU introduce the paragraph that comes next 
under our conſideration, by a very juſt diſtinc- 
tion. Aſpaſio had obſerved, that a rebel may be for- 
given, without being reſtored to the dignity of a ſon. 
To which you reply; * A rebel againſt an earthly 
« king may; but not a rebel againſt GOD: in the 
„ very ſame moment that G OD. forgives, we are 
<« the ſons of G OD.” — This is perfectly right. But 
hence to infer, - that the converſation of our two 
friends is no better than © an idle diſpute,” is not 
ver polite, and nat at all conclufive. Becauſe re- 
miſſion of the offence, and reſtoration to favour, ma 
come in the ſame moment, and yet be different bl 
ſings. That afflicted patient, mentioned in the goſpel, 
had at the ſame inſtant his ears opened, and the ſtring 
of his tongue looſed. Were theſe effects, therefore, 
one and the fame kind of healing? — Beſides, why are 
forgiveneſs and ſonſhip united in the divine donation? 
Becauſe the ſufferings of a ſinner, and the obedience 
of aſon, were united in the divine REDEEMER. 
So that we muſt {till have our eye, our believing and 


adoring eye,, upon the meritorious righteouſneſs. of 


our LORD. i: ok | 
Pardon and acceptance, though,” . Here 1 
ſee nothing but the crambe repetita—* The words of 
+. : 2 | N , N et ob,” 
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ce Job,” Se. Here I ſee nothing but the uſual argu- 


ment, our maſter's ig dixit. Therefore we will paſs 
on to the next period. N 
"Two texts of ſcripture are produced. You fet aſide 
AHſpafo's interpretation, to make way for one of your 
own. Which might have paſſed without ſuſpicion, 
if it had appeared 1n your fermons, or been delivered 
from your pulpit ; where a perſon may be content 


with the ſenſe, without entering upon a criti- 
cal nicety. But, by rejecting A/ſpaſio's expolition, you 
ſeem to intend a peculiar degree of accuracy. Let us 


then examine the paſſages with ſuch a view.—Grace 
reigneth through righteouſneſs unto eternal life ; & that 
« 1s, the free love of G O brings us, through juſti- 
<« fication and ſanctification, to glory.“ 

In thus, I queſtion, Sir, whether you are exactly or- 
thodox. Lou lead the reader to ſuppoſe, that ſancti- 
fication 1s as much the cauſe of glory as juſtification; 
that CHRIS T's work, and our graces, have juſt 
the ſame weight; act in the very ſame capacity; have, 
at leaft, a joint influence, in procuring eternal life.— 
You thould rather have expreffed yourfelf in ſome 
fuch manner; The free grace of GOD brings us, 
through the joyful privilege of juſtification, firſt to 
« fandtification, or the love of his bleſſed ſelf; then to 
« glory, or the enjoyment of his bleſſed ſelf.” 

Befides, you neglect the ſigniſcancy of that beau- 
tiful and emphatical word, rei2neth. On this much 
ſtreſs ought to be laid in reading the ſentence ; there- 
fore it ought not to be totally overlooked in explain- 
ing the fentence. Grace is diſcovered in other inſtan- 
ces; grace is exerciſed in other bleſſings : but by gi- 
ving us eternal life; by giving it y, even when 
we are undeſerving guilty creatures; this ever-amr- 
able attribute reigneth. It is manifeſted with every 
grand and charming recommendation. It 4 , 
like the illuſtrious Solomon, when feated on his inimi- 
tably-ſplendid throne of ivory and gold; or like the 

magnificent 
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magnificent Ahaſuerus, when he ſhewed the riches of his 
glorious kingdom, and the honour of his excellent majeſty. 

Another particular I cannot perſuade myſelt to ad- 
mire. You change the word righteouſneſs into fuſtiß- 
cation; inſtead of ſaying, . Brings us 2 righ- 
« teouſneſs ;?? you ſay, © Brings us — uſtifica- 
5 tion.“ By this language, you fearce dl _ 
yourſelf from any heretic. You may rank wi 
Arian, or with the Sectariſt of any denomination. 
They will, every one, allow the neceſſity of juſtifica- 
tion, in order to final felicity ; but not the becelley 
of a righteouſneſs adequate to the demands of the 
law, as a foundation for this bleſſed hope.—You do 
juſt the ſame injury to CHRIST and his righteouſ- 
neſs, which obtain this inconceivable recompenſe of 
reward ; as you would receive from a meſſenger, who 
carries a rich preſent to your friend, but not ac- 
knowledge from whom it comes. It comes, he con- 
feſſes, from ſome man; but obſtinately refuſes to ſay 
from Mr John Weſley. Whereas, Aſpaſuo ſcruples not to 
own, nay, rejoices to declare, from whence the inva- 
luable benefit of Juſtification proceeds : Not from 
works of the law; no, nor from works of the S PI- 
RIT; from nothing done by us, from nothing 
wronght in us ; but wholly from the blood and obe- 
dience of FESUS CHRIST. 

The next paſſage, on which you deſcant, is, That 
they may receive forgroeneſs, and a lot among the ſancti 111 | 
Thus you tranſlfate the original. Aſpaſio, not 
ing needlefs novelty, is content with e common ver- 
ſion. That they may receive for giveneſi of fins, and in- 
heritance amon We them that are ſanctiſed, by faith that 
is in M E.— do you omit the word fins ? Forgive- 
neſs, I own, 1 implies it. But the apoſtle chuſes to ex- 
preſs it. By which means, the ſentence becomes 
more full and emphatical. Grace is more highly ho- 
noured, and man more deeply abaſed. —I wonder al- 
ſo, why you ſhould prefer iet to inheritance, which is 

the 
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the uſual tranſlation. The latter word conveys a much 


more noble and pleaſing idea to the Eng/i/h reader, 


than the former. Receive forgiveneſs of fins ; not earn 
it (let us mark this) by performing conditions, but re- 
cave it, as an abſolute Ein. Juſt as Fe * brethren 
received the portions ſent them from the viceroy of 
Egypt's table. Receive an inheritance ; conſiſting of all 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and a title to everlaſting bleſ- 
' ſedneis hereafter. All which are beſtowed as frecly, 
as the ſeveral portions of land in Canaan were, by 
Mojes and Feſbua, conſigned over to the tribes of 1/-ael 
for a poſſeſſion. — Among thoſe that are ſandified. It 
you ſhould inquire, how ſinners are ſanctiſied? The 
anſwer is added; by faith which is in ME. Not for 
faith, as your conditional ſcheme ſuppoſes ; but 5y 
faith : by accepting the bleſſings mentioned; by look- 
ing upon them as our own ; through the divine gift; 
and by living in the delightful enjoyment of them. 
Thus our hearts are won to G OD, and filled with 
his love. Thus they are weaned from vanity, and re- 
newed in true hohneſs. 

Is the fatisfation made by CHRIS T's death, ſuf- 
ficient to obtain both our full pardon, and our final 
happineſs? 4% ai has anſwered this queſtion in the 
negative. He has confirmed his opinion, by the au- 
thority of ſcripture, and the teſtimony of reaſon. Mr 
Weſley thinks it enough to reply; Unqueſtionaby it 
« is ſuſñcient, and neither of the texts you cite prove 
tc the contrary.— How eaſy, by this way of arguing, 
to overthrow any ſyſtem, and ſilence demouſtration 
itſelf !—But. pray, Sir, be pleaſed to recollect- yourſelf. 
Did you not, a little while ago, extol A/paſio as © un- 
« queſtionably right,“ becauſe he made the univerſal 
obedicace of CHRIST, from his birth to his death, 
the one foundation of his hope? Yet here you condemn 
him, as © unqueſtionably wrong,” becauſe he does 
not attribute all to CHRIS T's death exclufevely- 
Will Mr We/tzy never have done with ſelf contradic. 
tion 
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tion ? why will he give me ſuch repeated cauſe to com · 
plain, . Qus teneam vultut, chr. 
If it was requiſiie for Chriſt to be baptized, argues 
Aaſio, much more to fulfil, the moral law. I can- 
not prove,” rephes Mr Weſley, . that either the one or 
the other was requiſite, in order to his purchaſing 
redemption for us. Why then do you admit his 
obedience to the moral law, as an eſſential part of the 
foundation of your hope? A tottering foundation 
methinks, which ĩs laid in a doctrine you cannot prove. 
But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove 
it for you? Tou axe not called to prove this point, vir, 
but# only to diſprove what Aſpaſis has advanced in 
confirmation of it.— That it Was requiſite for our 
LORD to be baptised, he himſelf acknowledges. 
Speaking of that ſacred rite, he ſays, Thus, it becomet b 
us to fulſ all 2 It becometh; ; was it not re- 
quiſite for CHR IST, always to act the becoming 
part? in every circumſtance to demean himſelf, ac- 
cording to the utmoſt decorum and higheſt dignity of 
character ?—*, This was not requiſite to purchaſe re- 
demption for us.. For what then was it requilite? 
Not to waſh away any ſtain from the holy JESUS. 
Not to obtain any bleſſedneſs for the S ON of the 
HIGHEST. Since, as the SON of the eternal GOD, 
he had an unddubted right to all the bleſſings of heag 
ven and earth, of time and eternity. 
„gut it was not requiſite, that he ſhould fulfil the 
« moral law.“ No! Do you then eftabliſh the law? 
Are not you the Antinottian, who would have ſinful 
man ſaved, yet the divine law not fulfilled, either by 
them or their 8 URET I?. This is a ſtrange way of 
magnifying the great ſtandard of all righteouſneſs. 
— er, it is the ſure way af diſhonouring and de- 
baſing it What ſays our LORD? Icane, not to d·-— 
Men the laws, but to fulfil e. Bid this fignify, ase 
Fo 3 LY = 1 | u 1 f expoſitory | 
Intel. v. 13. Some expoſitors would perſuade. i, that 
Vor. IV. No 18. L "=" 
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expoſitory reſiners ſuggeſt, only to vindicate and il- 
luſtrate the law; to explain its higheſt meaning, and 
reſcue it from the falſe gloſſes of the ſeribes; the bu- 
ſineſs mi t have been done by the prophets and a- 
poſtles. No occaſion for the KING of nas ny 4 
pear in perſon.” His ambaſſadors might have tranſa 
ed the whole affair of vindication and explanation. 
But to fulfil-every jot and-tittle- in its com- 
mands; to ſuffer all the Pen and the whole 
curſe. denounced in its penal * this was a work 
worthy of the'S ON: of GO'D,- icable by none, 
but the S ON of G © D3==and, being executed by 
HIM, is truly meritorious of pardon and life for poor 
ſinners; of their reſtoration to the divine favour, and 
of their admiſſion into the heavenly kingdom. 
The moral law is inviolable in its nature, and ot 
eternal obligation. This is à truth of great import- 
ance: with this is connected, and on this depends, 
the abſolute neceſſity of a vicarious righteouſneſs. I 


am no longer ſurpriſed, that you diſpute the 
latter, fince you queſtion or deny the former. — 
But conſider, ' what our LORD fays farther upon 


this ſubject, in the fifth of St Matthew, and the 
er 9 F 2 Lhave 


eee 

Pe g nge ng full „ ln This Nute I am far 
From diſcarding ; but in this ſenſe I can by no means acquieſce. 
It neither gives us the whole, nor the principal part ot our 
| LORD's meaning. _ Let us place the matter in a different 
light ; chen I belicye the ſcantineſs of the interpretation, and 
tte impropriety of the notion, will appear unto all men. We 
ill ſuppoſe an ungodly pita n books, 

the ſpiritual and extenſive divine law. Having 
a ready utterance, he explains ie it clearly, properly, fully. Does 
any mortal ſay of this lip-practitioner, that he fulfils theilaw? 
No. ſuch thiag. A ſyſtem of precepws can never bg 
without a due and punctual obedience. To o Ee 
10 cntorce a fer of injunctions, is as far from 9 
* 0 give a deſcription of a battle and a conqueſt ae differen 


ben ict the enemy, and gaining the victory. VI a: a 
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* bath conſidered it, and expounded it, in my fer- 
„ mons.“ Tou have; but in ſuch a manner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retract. Thus you expound 
the awtul text, and turn it into a piece of unmeaning 
tautology. ©*' One jot or one tittle Mall in no wiſe paſo, 
till heaven and earth paſs ; or, as it is ex im- 
Imedately after, til all (or rather all thingt) br ful. 
+ filled, till the conſummation of all things “. Lou 
would make ar n, 0 wary 2 n» yn, and we ar weed pelt, 
ſynonymous. phraſes, expreſſive of the ſame thing. 
Taus ſtands the paſſage, interpreted according to your 
criticiſm. + Till the conſummation of all things, one 
6, qot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
the conſummation of all things.“ Scel to what 
miſerable ſubterfuges a man of learning is driven, in 
; order to evade the force of a text, Which milicates 
ſtrongly for the meritorious, obedience of CHRIST. 
the common expoſition, and the obvious meaning? 
Which we may thus introduce Iheſe are the terms of 
life and happineſs to man. Whoſoever falls ſhort, © 
G O D himſelf prönounces accurſed. © And will the 
UNCHANGEABLE go back from his purpoſe ; 
make abatement in his demands; or come to a compo- 
ſition with his creatures? No verily. He 1s of ore 
mind, and who can turn him +?  [t were eafter for heaven. 
and earth to paſs 4, for all nature to be unhinged, and 
the univerſe to drop into diſſolution, than for one jot 
» Sermon by Joun WESLEY, vol. II. p. 173. 
a0“ 1 Job ii. 1g. N 
4 Box «y wapende 0 ware 3. . a proverbial-exprefſion, to denote 
the utmoſt impoſſibility. See it explained Lyke r In 
this connection, it ſignifies the abſolute inty of our 
LORD% Tr. ee its truth we ec Om. 
ſhment —If I ma w the language ao imagery 
. they will — unſitly expreſs, what is affirmed concern 


ing the law. 8 _ » * 
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or tittle of this unalterable” law to. paſs without a perfet? 
accompliſsment & in every the minuteſt inſtance, 7 
By C HA IST's ſufferings alone the law was not 
Gtished, ſays Aſpaſſo. Les, it was,” replies Mr 
. Weſley Aden all the indefatigable and important la- 
bod t his life, all his exemplary and ſhining 
muſt de mere ſuperfluities. — leaſt, they ES we 
no ment, but were neceſſary only” by way * ſetting 


us an example. 
The prophet was of another mind: The LORD is 


vl pleaſed for hit righteouſneſs ſake. By this righteouſ- 
: „not barely by his ſufferin gs, he will magn ify the 
= jr unt mate it ew al f.— he apoſtle was of an- 
+ other mind. GOD ent forth 5 SON, made of a 
tobmun, made under the law. What? only to bear its 
curſe? only to un der go it its penalty? not to fulfil its 
preceptive part? which” is FonfeRedly the principal 
part in every hw: and to enforce which, all penalties 

are added. ou yourſelf ought to de of another mind. 


a For vo have already and truly 6 obſerved, that 8 


r ebe word all” ſays Mr Wifey, does 
e not mean all the law, bot all chings in the univerſe.” Ho 
forced a conſtruction / How contrary. to grammar ! Since the 
law, and the things which it og obeys, are the immedate 

antecedent. How much more 1 and conſiſtentiy has 

3 Dr Poddridge explained the « Till all things, which 

«the lau requires, or foretells, ſhalf be Hectad. The tanf- 
lation here given, is moſt literal, and moſt comprehenſive. 
% The law Has its ect, when its ſanftions are executed, as 
« well as hen its N are obeyed.” Let me add; incaſe of 
2 violated law, then only it is fulfilled, or has its effect, when 
_ the former and 24 latter reſpectively obtam their end; 

"+ J xli. 21. 1 am ſenſible, there are expoſitors, who 
give a different turn to theſe noble words. But I had rather 
talte the voice from heaven for my guide, than all the(expoſi- 
tors in the world; even that voice, which declared concern- 

ing CHRIST and his work, CHRIST aud his righteouſ- 

ueſs, In theſe J am well jhaſed. Which is one of the wok 

capital ſayings in homey and a clue 0 * us into its whole 
Ong; : dan wan wan. 
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Hut did it not require a .tranſgreſl 
die? If not, then tranſ; 
Tight, and vacites all gbbgatign * obedience. Did 
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and acceptance always go together. In the ſame 
% moment that G 0 D forgives, we are the ſons ok 


„GOD. And wherefore? The reaſon is, becauę 


the ſuflęrings of a ſinner, and the obedience ofa Son, 


vent together in the RE DEE MER. And without 
this union, the redemption of man had not bęen coqg- 


plete. 
Th The law required only the altemative, Obey or 


Py; die. Some of your errors are leſs coniderable; 


this I take to be a firſt-rate miſtake... According to 


this ſuppoſition, Cain and Judas, aud all the damned, 
are righteous. Becauſe they dis ; they bear the curſe; 


they ſuffer everlaſtingly; and thereby . 14 to one of 


the law's alternatives. One of the /aw's alternatives? 


No, here lam wropg. It is one of your alternatives. The 
divine law knows no ſuch thing: no law on earth 
knows any ſuch thing. Sanctions and penalties an- 
nexed to a law, are never looked upon as equivalent to 


obedience, but anly as preſervatives from diſobedience. 


In all the compaſs of your reading, haye you ever 


met with a law, that makes ſuch propoſals to its ſub- 


Nin Coaform to the regulations ęſtabliſhed, and 
<«, you, ſhall enjoy my privileges, you ſhall ſhare m 


„ honours. Or, if you chule to violate all my ws Rr 
. ame en only ſubmit to the penalty, and 


vou ſhall have an equal right to $903 immunities and 


„ preferments.” ;;-7 7 


+ The law requized mo may 20 ties and die too.“ 
ar to obey and 


n robs che law of its 


it not require the 8 U RET X for ſinful man, to 


and die? If the SURE T U. dies only, he only deli- 


vers from puniſhment; but this! affords no claim to 

life, no title to, a reward, unleſs you can produce ſome 
court of heaven, Suffer this, and 
thou ſhalt live. I find it written, In #eeping thy com- 


r dan Merge r great reward, No where 90 ITead, 


up aid) o 3 wh n.. D 
N 
* "OR 


WW 


158 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. 8. 


In undergoing thy curſe, there is the fame reward. 
Whereas, when we join the active and paſſive obedi- 
ence of our LORD, the peace-ſpeaking blood, with 
the life-giving righteouſneſs, both made infinitely me- 
-ritorious, and infinitely efficacious, by the divine gl 
of his perſon; how full does our juſtification appear! 
How firm does it ſtand! It bas all that the law can 
demand, both for our exemption from the curſe, and 
For our title to bliis. | 
Before I take my leave of this topic, let me make 
one ſuppoſition,” for which your way of thinking af- 
fords the juſter ground. Suppoſe our LORD F'L- 
SUS CHRIST had yielded a perfect conformity to 
the precept, without ever ſubmitting to the penalty; 
-would this have been ſufficient for the juſtification of a 
inner? Here'is one of your alternatives performed. 
Upon the foot of your principles, therefore it would, 
it muſt have been fulficient: — But this is ſo wild 
an opinion, ſo contrary to the whole current of ſcrip- 
ture, that to uce it, is to refute it. | 
Where ſcripture aſcribes the whole of our ſalvation 
to the death of CHRIST, a part of his humiliatzon 
is put for the whole. To this Mr We y cee 
I cannot allow it without proof.“ -I with you would 
remember the golden rule, (of doing as you would 
be done by), and, ſince you inſiſt upon proof from 
others, not be ſo ſparing of it in your own cauſe; Iwifli 
likewiſe you would 'impartially conſider what Ap 
has advanced, upon the ſubject. Has he not given 
you the proof you demind?= No; he was obe- 
dient unto death; is no proof at all. — But is that 
the only thing urged? If one argument is inadequate, 
muſt all be inconcluſive ?- Becauſe you have routed 
one detachment, have you therefore conquered the 
whole army * let us — — de- 
tachment, w ou ſuppoſe it not be able to 
. ſuſtain your — 7 n Mu Dan CT 1:5nt Nod ; 
Does not the ſcripture aſorihg * 
ſalvation to the death of CHRIST? W ho 
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Aſpajio 1 This part of our LOR D's meritorious 
humiliatien is by a very uſual f put for the whole. 
— The death of CHR US Pie not only his (ut- 
ferings, but his obedience. The ſhedding of his blood 
was at once the grand inſtance of his ſufferings, and 
the finiſhing act of his obedience ;; in this view it is 
conſidered, and thus it is repreſented by his own. am- 
baſſador, Who, ſpeaking of bis divine Maſter, ſays, 
« He was obedient unto 9 eyen the death of the 
* croſs..— ““ This,“ you v, * is no bows appt all, as it 
does not neceſſarily imp „ than that he 
died in obedience — the FATHER.” 

How do ſome people love to. cramp 16 enlarged, 
and debaſe the magruficept ſenſe of ſcripture! Surely 
this text implies; and not implies. only, but forcibly. 
expreſſes both the active and paſſive obedience of. 
CHRIST. ftis not «www, be died; but , 
he became obedient.— Can you ſee nothing of his active 
righteouſneſs in theſe wards ? as, my ports I can ſee 
very little beſides.— This is what the ng clauſe 
confirms—Let common ſenſe be pudge—Obedient, not 
barely in death, but unto death, like that expreſſion 
of JEHOVAH, by -the prophet, Unto hoary. hairs. 
I will carry you.— Does not this give z re roſpect 
view of youth and manhood, as well as lead our at- 
tention forward to old age! In like manger, obedient 
unto death ; does not this refer ps £0 all the previous 
duties and virtues of a ri ng hteous walk; while it leads 
us to the cloſing ſcene of all, a religned exit! Does 

it not moſt n mean, obedient through the. 
whole courſe of life, even to the laſt all- completing 
inſtance, a voluntary ſubmiſſion to death How K+] 
and obvious is this interpretation ? how grand and 
graceful is this meaning 

I can no more. admire your ene 
critic, than I can admire your e 

re, 1 e | 


a divine. Give me the expoſitions 
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ing > fun ; Hot ſhrivelling and contracting, but open- 
ing Nap expandin thoſe 1 3 * of paradiſe, the truths 
of the goſpel, that they may diſplay all their charm- 
beauties, and breathe out all their reviving odours. 
Tine upon the whole, we have very ſufficient cauſe 
8 alert, and tqabide by our aſſertion; that when the 
ſcripture aſcribes the whole of our falvation' to the 
death of CHRIST, a part of his humiliation is put 
for the whole; ant in thus ſpeaking, the HOLY 
SPIRIT copies after himſelf. For it the death in- 
flicted on the firſt XZom included every evil conſequent 
upon the fall; the depravity, as well as the miſery of 
the creature; it was meet that the — to which the 
ſecond Adam ſubmitted, ſhould include good 
needful for dur fecovery; the obedience as well as the 
n of the REDEEMER. It was meet that 
the price x expreſſed Oy the ſame word, ſhould be as ex- 
ten e as the pu wichinent . = 
<< But 254 does it appeat that he dodertock this 
« hefore the foundation of the world? At what time 
does Mr 7113 pole, that CHRIST undertook 
the work ? lin entered and man apoſtatized ? 
? 5 it ra an incidental (upſtart) expedient, fetched 
in to remedy fone unforeſeen difaſter? Was it a de- 
vice, 8 its pH to ſome unexpected contin- 
ency, occaſion e perverſeneſs of the creature? 
Par, far from it. e the grand, original, all- com- 


11 75 & plan, the way in which GOD, long be- 


e A Ts, decreed to manifeſt the glory 

the luſtre of all his perfections. 

Was — as a proper theatre, on which to 

and execute this moſt magnificent ſcheme; 
X 71 the revolutions of human affairs, like ſo many 
pi lots in the drama, are ſubſervient to the ac- 

ment of this capital deſign.—“ Known'unto 
GO D are all his works,” determined by G0 Dare 

* by counſels, from the of ate g of the world, 
more Upetially this got alt the _— 
tions ; 
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/ations z this maſter-piece of his unſearchable wiſdom. 
* But was this by a poſitive covenant between 
« CARISTandtheFA THER?” -4/pa/ee proceeds 
to illuſtrate and confirm the doctrine of an everlaſting 
covenant between the almighty FAT H E R and his 
co- equal 8 ON. He produces ſeveral texts of ſerip- 
ture, to each of which you object as inſuſſicient for 
his purpoſe: each of your objections I ſhall anſwer, 
only by adding a ſhort comment, 'explanatory of their 
ſpirit and force This proves no previous contract; 
that is, I deny it, and therefore it cannot prove your 
point. “ Neither does this prove any ſuch thing.“ 
That is, I cannot or will not ſee the And therc- 
fore there is none. That expreſſion does not neceſ- 
“ ſarily imply any more” than I pleaſe to allow.“ In 
« 'the way or method he had cheſen; of which I am 
the ſole complete judge, and my judgment ought to 
be deciſive in the caſe.— Thus would Mr We/ey have, 
not A/pafio only, but the public alſo, receive his dic- 
tates ((anguam a tripode) as abſolute oracles.—For here 
is only bare aſſertion, or bare denial, without any 
vouchers, but his own: word; without any authority, 
but his own declaration. d nac: | wel 
In pſalm the xIth, the conditions of the (covenant 
are circumſtantially recorded, which were the incar- 
nation and obedience of the eternal SON. A body 
e haſt thou prepared me—lo | I come to do thy will.“ 
« Nay, here is no mention af any covenant, nor any 
thing from which 'it can be inferred.” How many 
times Bal I adjure' thee, faid Ahab to Micaiab, thut 
thou tell me nothing but that which is true? And how 
many times ſhall I entreat Mr Meſſeꝝ to object not hing, 
without, afligning ſome reaſon for his objection ? at 
leaſt not to think of convincing my judgment, and 
converting me ta his opinion by a bare ſay /o—But I 
have done Perhaps I have treſpaſſed upon the patience 
of the reader, in ex I diſappointment ſo fre- 


quently; perhaps I may alſo bear too hard upon Mr 
4 f | | Weſtley, 
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Weſley in aſking for proots, when it may be no ſmall 
dithculty to produce them. To return —“ Nay here 
is no mention of any covenant, nor any thing from 
Which it can be in hat the word cove- 
nant is not mentioned, is very true; that there is no 
reference to any ſuch thing, is not ſo certain: let us 
conſider the whole paſſage . Sacriſice and burnt-of- 
< fering thou didſt not require.“ If ſacriſice and 
flain beaſts are not the object of the divine acen- 
cy, in what will the LORD delight? The next words 
declare, A body haſt thou prepared me:“ Since the 
law cannot be fulfilled without doing, nor juſtice ſatis- 
fied without dying, * lo! I come,” fays the ſecond per- 
fon in the TRINTTY, to undertake both: ſince 
„this undertaking muſt be accomplithed by ON E 
ho is finite, that he may die; and infinne, that 
be may conquer death; I will iſh it in tHe 
divine and human nature. For this purpoſe a body 
<* haſt thou prepared me; in this body lo! I come, 
„ willingly and chearfully 1 come, to perform, 10 
„ ſuſtain, to fulfil al; and ſo to do thy great, thy 
„ gracious will.” —May we not rationally fuppote 
this ſpoken by way of (reſtipulation, or) compli- 
ance with the FATHER's demands? that the matter 
is thereby brought to a ſolemn contract? 

Dr Hammond thought this no irrational ſuppoſition; 
therefore gives us, upon the following words, a per- 
fectly-correſponding comment. lu the volume of the 
book it is written of me. Which is no other than 
< a bill, or roll of contract between the FATHER 
« and CHRIST, where is ſuppoſed to be written 
„ the a ent, preparatory to that great work of 

„ CHRIS T's incarnation, wherein he, undertaking 
to fulfil the will of G0 D to perform all active, 
and alſo all paſſive obedience, even unto death, had 
the from 6 0 D, that he ſhould become 
the author of eternal ſalvation to all that _ im.“ 

w 


Thus ſays our learaed country man. And wi . 
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is thoſe words, Thou art my roo, 0 Las 
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the bleſſed apoſtle? whoſe expoſition and application 
of the paſſage you ſeem to have forgotten, at leaſt, 
not to have thoroughly weighed. Having quoted 
the paſſage, argued from it, and diſplayed the benefits 
obtained by this all · ſuſicient crophatin, he adduces 
a text from Jeremiab relating to this very ſulyect, and 
laining its nature: whereof the HOLY GHOST 
alt is 4 witneſs; of what? of the juſtification and 


ſanctiſication of finners, both founded on, both effect- 
ed by, the ſacriſice of the dying JESUS. Tranſ- 


ations, which both the and the apoſtle con- 
ſider under the notion of a covenant, as is plain from 
the following quotation; © For after that he had ſaid 
6 before, This is the covenant which I will make with 
them in thoſe days.” Hence it appears, that the 
author to the Hebrews faw ſomething in the words of 
the pſalmiſt, from which the dofrine of a covenant 
might be inferred. 
Another copy-of ths grad: treaty is W 5 I 
xlix. from this to the fixth verſe. - I have read 
« them, but cannot find a word about it in all thofe 
« verſes ; contain neither more nor leſs than a 
66 prediction the ſalvation of the Gentiles.” They 
contain a prediction, and ſomewhat more; they de- 
ſcribe the way "oe this moſt deſirable event, thall 
be brought to * the LORD himſelf declares 
ſhall be by way of . Iwill give thee for a 
« coyenant'to the N '— This verſe we may lock 
upon as a key to the preceding. It teaches us to con- 
ſider them as deſcriptive of the auguſt covenant ; 


its eſtabliſhment, its parties, and its terms, Indeed 2 


the verſes themſelves lead us to the ſame view; for 
what is a covenant? A contract, wherein a condition 
is preſcribed, a promiſe is made, and both are ratified 
by a mutual agreement.— The condition is — 
* in 
whom 


© Tat is the ame of the church, ollen given to ber jn 
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chem I wwill be glorified, + The promiſe is made in thoſe 
words, Thou fhalt' raiſe up tbe tribes of Jacob, reſtore 
the preſerved of Iſrael,” and be n ſalvat ion unto the ends 
of the earth. - The amen is ſpecihed or implied in 
thoſe words; ¶ I have ſpent my ſtrength for noug ht, yet ) 
fare! my judgment. Is wth. the LOAD, der 
tout ny OD 
The great Vitringa, after having expounded the 
whole clauſe, concludes in this manner: Antequam 
£ ab his verbis, ſenſu fœcundiſſimis, ſummam do- 
« ctrinæ evangelicæ complexis, diſcedam, monere ve- 
iim, eadem clariſſime deformare totum myſterium 
<: conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem et Meſſiam 
„ filium ejus, in humana carne appariturum, initæ, 
perinde ac in locis quæ ex atis/excerpo, Eſal. xl. 7. 
Zech. vi. 13. Pater ut Dominus, flio ut Meſſiæ, 
offert gloriam longe ampliſſimam, mediationis et 
e ſalvationis — 2 et Gentium, gloria, 0. 
< mnium quæ mente concipi paſſunt, eſt maxima, ſub 
< lege five fab conditione profundiſſimi obſequii ſer- 
< vilis; eaque ftipulatio utrinque ratihabetur *“. 
If, upon a ſtricter review, this prophecy be found 
to expreſs n no 7 1 1 Lam very 
om 28 n 0105 = willing 
this dey nba: 43 65 Sen by virege of che u- 
nion between them, have the fame names. As ſhe is ſome- 
times called by his name, (The L OR D our righteou neſo; 
. he is here called by her name. ae. Sec Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
* Vitripg..in lac. Heſare I lave this paragraph, 0 es / 
| rich i in ſenſe, and contains the very fubſtance of evangelical de- 
frine, I would obſerve, that it moſt clearly and exatly d+lineates 
the myfterious tounſel e prace, planned between 60 D the FA. 
THER, and hit divine SO N. ' Fhe FATHER'as Jupreme LORD, 
= to bir SON the: MESSIAH the higheſt glory ;. that which 
reſult from. juſtifying, ſanctiſying. and ſaving; with an t- 
verlaſting ſalvation; both Jews and Gentiles. This glery, 1ht 
greateſt which thaught can conceive, is proj'c fed an the terms, 6. 
under the condition = 5 derp humiliation, ven to the Rate and 
obedience of a ſervant. The whye paſſes into a N e, 


and is ratified on either fide. 5 Sar 507 7 Twit 
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e give up the N ſo much the rather as 
no part CI afio's diſcourſe, 4s only juſt 
. in a note, ſtands not in the main bo- 
dy, but only as a corps de reſerv n. 
By the — man was bound to o- 
in his own lere you take 
hs ff ſhort, and reply, So he is under — — 
« of grace, though nat in order to juſliſication“ 
This is the very thing he means. — 
have miſtaken his meaning, if you had only done him ſo 
ſmall a piece of juſtice as to read the whole paragraph; 
of which, ſince you ſeem either willingly, anal through 
inadvertence, to be ignorant, I will beg leave to tran- 
ſcribe it: Between the covenant of works, and 
the covenant of grace, this I apprehend is the diffe- 
rence. By the former, man was indiſ y bound 


« to obey i in his own perſon ; by the latter, the obe- 


— from 13) DW aoabe 
binical treatiſe. Which is very remarkable; for ſuch a a 


ſin ; one of the moſt curious, as well as valuable 
pieces 98 2 ih antiquities that ever'fell in my . I believe 
it will afford no unpleaſing entertainment, per 


haps ſome fpiri- 
wal benefit to the reader. For which cauſe I take leave to trat · 
ſcribe ir, —* G OD began to enter into a covenant with the 
* MESSIAH, and ſaid, MESSI AH, wy righteous one, 
„the fins of thy choſen people are likely to bring thee into a 
* ſtate of great toil and extreme afflition ;. thy lips ſhall taſte 

« gall, thy tongue ſhall cleave to the roof of thy mouth, thy 

© body ſhall wo waſted with ſorrow and ſighing. 18 chy love 
« to thy people inviolable? Art thou willing to reſcue theta 
on theſe conditions? If thou undertakeſt their recovery, 
well; if not, they are rejected from this moment, and pe- 
4 riſh for ever. To this MESSLAH replied, LORD. of 
« eternity, I am pleaſed with the office, I accept theſe condi- 
tions: and am willing to undergo all tribulation, that m ns 

e 


people may enjoy a reſurrection (to the life of grace and 
ite of glory.) — Then ſaid the holy, bleſſed G O D, B 
« fo. Immediately the MESSIAH took upon hich ou 
* miſeries, as it is written in the book of the Prophet Maas, 
y He was „ and he was aflicd,” 


ien e dience 
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dience of his 'SURETY is accepted, inſtead of 
“his n. — Ihe righteouſneſs required by both, is 
<*.not-fincere, but complete; not proportioned to the 
« abilities of fallen man, but to the purity of the 
aw, and the majeſty of the LAW GIVE.“ 
Lou ſee the whole argument turus upon à complete 
righteouſneſs, ſuch as ſatisſies the law, and is au ade- 
quate for juſtification. This, L imagine, fallen 
man is not , by the covenant of grace, to per- 


form; if {oi we ſhalt be at a loſs to find any ſuch thing 
a8 


grace; if ſo, we can have no hope of obtaining tal 
vation with eternal glory. There will be too much 
reaſon for applying, to all maakind, thoſe awful 
words. of the prophet; In the day thou mayſi make thy 
Pry, row, and in the morning thou ma yſt make thy 
ed to 


TP but the harveſt ſhall be a 2 in the 
rief and deſperate ſorrow. 
21 ſled be GOD the melancholy ſtrain 1s  ſuperſe- 
ded. Though the terms in the firſt covenant were a 
ect obedience, though the terms once fixed con · 
tinue unalterable; yet, in the new covenant, there is 
à change and ſubſtitution as to the performer, with- 
out any relaxation as to the performance. Inſtead of 
perſonal obedience, we are juſtified through the obe- 
dience of our MEDIATOR, ea 
teouſneſs of O D in him. That is, we are furniſhed 
with à plea, as prevalent for our juſtification and ad- 
miſſion into the divine favour, as if we had retained 
our innocence untainted ; and, in every reſpect, con- 
formed ourſelves to the righteouſneſs which the Jaw 
of * D requires K. — Thus the ſalvation of finners 


2 Car. v. 21. This is Dr Doddridge's interpretation of the 
paſſage ; and it ſpeaks a noble, a Jett truth, only it does not 
expreſs the whole truth. The righteoufneſs of GOD is more 
than, equivalent to untainted innocency ; is more than tanta- 
mount to the moſt perfect human obedience. Ir is a righ- 
teouſneſs of infinite worth, far ſurpaſſing the integrity of Adam 
in paradiſe, or the ſanctity of angels in heaven. It is a gift, in- 


comparably, yea, iacomprehenſivly great, efficacious, * 
neither 


. 
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neither claſhes with the truth, nor interferes with the 
juſtice of the ſupreme LE GISLA TOR. On the 


contrary, it becomes à faithful and juſt procedure of 


the mo > high wry tons b 1 e 
FES ST LOR n: A bio 
— of our Suretyris accepted inſtead of 
our own: ' * This is neither à ſafe, nor 4 
<«. way of ſpeaking. “ That the obedience of CHRIST 
is accepted for our juſtification, is a doctrine warrant- 
ed by ſcripture; it may therefore very juſtly be rec- 
koned a ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking. And if his obe- 


dience is accepted for this purpoſe, our own, was it 
ever ſo conliderable; could come in A... no ſhare of 


the work. Our own; Rats nie — 
rayed, muſt ſtand aſide, or — — es, juſt 
the ſtars hide their diminiſhed, 'or rather exti 


heads, when the ſun ' 2 "Ine his merictian ſplen- 


dour, - becauſe the obedience of CHRIST t in 


finite dignity and value. And infinite value is ſuch, 
28 not only tranſcends all other fervices, but n 
them mere nothings in the compariſon. For this rea- 
ſon, the àapoſtle counted all endowments but to for 
CHRIST, and the prophet repreſents all nations as 
nothing before G0 D. og land on sn S 578. 


I Would ſimply ſay, We are accepted through the 
« Beloved.” —If you rightly underilood hat is meant, 


when the apoRtle peaks of being accepted iu the BA. 
LOF ED, you Would have no fault to find! with 4- 


ſhafte's comment. St Paul means we are accepted, not 


by any obediente performed in our own perions, but 
ſolely by the obedience of that infinite excellent, 
and infinitely-betoved ONE CHRIS: "7 E8US, 
whoſe righteouſneſs being imputed to us, and put 
upon us, cauſes us not only to be pardoned, but to 
be highly eſteemed, mann l e and bleſſed with 
all ſparityal. bl 72 ee 

Here r it oblerye that TIED have A 


& » 
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the /apoſtle's expreſſion. ' He fa ys,' © Accepted & in 
the Beloved; you ſay, F through the Be- 
loved.“ I am elite to believe this — an Oyer» 

t. vou had no ſiniſter deſign; but {till I think you 
mould take more heed to your pen, and not alter the 
inſpired word, teſt you blemith the or in- 
the ſenſe. Perhaps you will aſk; What difference 
is chere between accepted throuph, and accepted, ix, 
the Beloved ? I will illuſtrate "the difference by a ft 
militude. A creditable houſekeeper gives a. good 


character to 2 ſervant that leaves him, by virtue of 


which he is accepted, and admitted to ſome other va- 
luable employ. This character is his introduction, 
yet this makes no addition to his real value. Accept- 
ante through the Beloved, may import no more, than 
ſuch an admiſſion through ſuch à recommendation. 
Whereas, accepted in the Beloved, implies not only a 
recammendatory. paſſport from CH RI SJ, but a real 
union with CHRIST, whereby we are incorporated 
into bis ſacred body, and partake as truly of his righ- 
teouſneſs, as the members partake of the life which 
animates the head. By this our gan really en- 
nobled; this imparts the high ity to our na- 
ture. We are not only — to, but render 
etl meet for, the favour, the complacency, the beati- 
fic preſence of GOD, being one with 7ESUS, and 
therefore loved even as 'ZESUS hi is loved. +. 
.} —— covenant was _ _— 400 5 

„but with CH in c 
— we . authority you have from theſe 
words, — as well wn ſaid, it was made 
with the HOLT GHOST.“ No; CHRIST, 
not the HOLY GHOST, was the ſeed of the wo- 


man. — This is an anſwer. . in ud own hell 


But let us conſider farther. 4 


nt oy 


*E 
ES. Join xvii 23- "They in me, "Gays on ow LORD. There 
73 on this account, or viewed in this N. thou haſt love 
them, as thou haſt loved me. | 1 
0 


0 
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You allow, I preſume, that the firſt covenant was 
made with Adam, as our public fœderal head: That 
all his poſterity were included in it, being to ſtand or 
fall together with him: Herein, ſays the apoſtle, 
Adam was a figure of him that was to come.” If 

. ſo, the ſecond covenant muſt be made with CHRIST, 
as our public fœderal head. He and all his ſeed are in- 
x cluded in it; and as it was impoſſible for him to miſ- 
J carry, they muſt be joint partakers of the benefits. 
f Accordingly, he is ſtyled the MEDIATOR of the 
N new covenant, by whoſe moſt acceptable and prevail - 
a, ing interpoſition, all its bleſſings are obtained: he is 
t- ſtyled the Surety of the covenant, engaging to pay the 
whole debt for poor infolvent creatures; the debt of 
n. penal ſuffering, and the debt of perfect obedience.— 
The Teſtator of the covenant, whoſe are its riches, and 
=) || whoſe are its privileges, who has alſo of his unbound- 
ed ed goodneſs bequeathed them as ſo many ineſtimable 
rh legacies to indigent men. Methinks thoſe are ſuch 
ich charming truths, ſuch divinely-comfortable doctrines, 
en- that you ſhould conſider them thoroughly before you 
na- oppoſe them, leſt you do a greater act of unkindneſs 
ler- to your readers, that that which is charged, though 
ati- very injuriouſly, upon Fob : Thou haſt ſtripped the na- 
and % of their cloathing, and ſent widows away empty. And 
1. when you are diſpoſed to conſider theſe points tho- 
nor roughly, aſk yourſelf this queſtion : Is it poſſible to 
hoſe I conceive that CHRIST ſhould be the ME DIA- 
heſe T O R, the Surety, the Teſtator of the covenant, if it 
was not made with him, and the execution of it un- 
dertaken by him ?—Or, is it poſlible to ſuppoſe, that 
the all-glorious SON of G0 D ſhould be the M E- 
DIATOR, the Surety, the Teſtator of the covenant, 
yet leave others to perform the conditions; which arg 
incomparably the moſt important, intereſting, ang 
-Edifticule parts of the tranſaction? © 7 7 
« Theſe words were not ſpoken to CHRIST, bay 
of him.” True, of him as given for a covenant « 
Vol. IV. No 18. M | the 
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. the people. There is not the leaſt intimation of any 
„ fuch covenant.” You will not deny that CHRIST 

r by the ſeed of the woman. —It is ſaid, He 
Hall ; a language expreſſing authority, and requiring 
conformity. As CHRIST is the ſupreme uncontrol- 
lable G O D, this could not be required; and would 
vever have been ſaid, without his actual conſent: 
here then is implied his approbation of the office. It 
is farther ſaid, The ſerpent ſhall bruiſe his heel. Ile 
| ſhall become incarnate, and after a life of much ſor- 
row, and many tribulations, ſhalt be put to a moſt 
tormenting death.—Here is the condition of the co- 
venant. It is added, He ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
ſhall defiroy the works of the devil, and repair the 
ruins of the fall; fhall deliver from the wrath deſerved, 
and recover the inheritance forfeited. Here is the re- 
compenſe or reward of the covenant. 

Should you aſk, Is it ſuppoſable that Adam under- 
| flood the words in this compaſs of meaning? Perhaps 
not. But if we do not underſtand them in a more 
exalted and extenſive ſenſe than our firſt father, what 
advantage do we reap from the "ns revelation of the 
| goſpel? —The full revelation of the goſpel pours as 
much light upon this, — e ancient ora- 
cles, as the experiments of our modern anatomiſts have 
poured upon the ſtructure and œconomy of the hu- 
man body.— This grand original text, read with the 
comment er the New Teſtament, ſpeaks all that Aa- 
ſeo has fuggeſted ; all that our fallen ſtate could want, 
or our very hearts can wiſh. 

You have muſtered up ſeveral objeRions, yet there 
is room for more; I will therefore for once act as your 
| and tum againſt Aſpafo.; © He ſuppolcs 
_ © the covenant to be made with CHRIST. Where- 
„ as the ſcripture repreſents. the covenant as made 
© « with various men, particularly and perſonally, in 
various ages.“ True, it is recorded, that GO) 

653 9 wich Haas, with J-- 
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cob, and with David the father of Solomon : but were 
nu fag a capacity to enter into covenant with their 
M to ſtand for themſelves, or be ſurety for o- 
thers? I think not. —The paſſages mean no more, 
than the LO R,D's manifeſting in an eſpecial manner, 
the grand covenant. to them; ratifying and confirm- 
ing their perſonal intereſt in it; and farther aſſurin 
them, that CHRIS, the great covenant-head, ſho 

be of themſelves, and ſpring from their ſeed. 

This accounts for that remarkable and ſingular 
mode of expreſſion, which often occurs in ſcripture ; 
I will mate a covenant with them; or, This is my cave- 
nant with them. Let there follows no mention of any 
conditions, only a promiſe of unconditional bleſſings; 
becauſe the former have already been performed, and 
nothing remains but to confer the latter; ſo that the 
meaning of the divine Speaker is, I will admit them 
to an intereſt in this covenant, and make them par- 
takers of its privileges. | | 

I ſhould now conclude, but Mr WV//ey will not ſuf- 
fer me to quit the ſubject. He farther inſiſts, © The 
« words manifeſtly contain, if not a covenant made 
_ « with, a promiſe made to Adam and all his poſterity.” 
2 nat —He begins to heſitate in his aſſertion; to 
fluctuate in his opinion; and I could hope, to ſee his 
miſtak e. The words contain a. promiſe.” — And 
have you never read, that the covenant of GOD, or 
the various renewals and ratifications of the covenant 
of grace, are Ryled covenants of promiſe ? which conſiſt 
of pure promiſes, and diſpenſe free gifts? 

Obſerve 1 tenor HW new D as is ſtands 
ingroſſed by the pen of inſpiration. This 1s the cone 
ant, which 1 . make with the howſe of Iſrael after 
theſe days, ſaith the LORD; I will put my laws inte 
their mind, and on their bearts will I write them: and I 
will be to them a GOD, and they ſball be to me à peaple. 
And they Hall not teach. every man his neighbour, and 


every man his brother, Jaying, Finow the LO RD :>for 
2 | all 
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all fhall know me, from the leaſt of them, even unto the | 
greateſt of them. — For I will be mercifut unto their un- 
rigbteouſneſſes, and their fins and their miquities will I re- 
member na more, —Where are your conditions in this 2 
draught? Where are any terms required of impotent q 
man ? Is it not all promiſe, from the beginning to the 
end? That repentance, and that faith, for whoſe con- n 
ditionality you plead, are they not both comprehend- 
ed in this heavenly deed? and comprehended under 
the form of bleſſings vouchſafed, not of taſks enjoin- 
eck! Does the contract run in this manner? I require 
and command ; or in this ſtrain ? I grant and beſtow. 
The LORD fays, 7 will put my laws; I will write 
them. —The work ſhall not be laid on my creatures, 
but done by myſelf. They /hall be my people, and I will 
remember their fins no more. What ? provided they per- 
form ſuch and ſuch duties. I read no ſuch clauſe. 1 
ſee no ſuch provifo.—All is abſolutely free; depend- 
ent on no performance of ours ; but flowing from 
ſovereign, ſupreme, ſelf-influenced goodneſs. 

Juſt ſuch is that delightful declaration, I will mate 
an everlaſting covenant with them, that I will not turn 
away from them to do them good ; but I will put my fear 
in their heart, that they ſhall not depart from me— 
What you call conditions muſt be compriſed in my fear. 
This is repreſented as a ſingular benefit, which GOD 
imparts ; as a gracious temper, which GOD implants; 

and both as dependent, not on the fidelity of man, 
but on the power and veracity of G O D. — Another 
of your conditions, I preſume, is perſeverance unto 
the end. This, in the covenant of grace, is not en- 
Joined, but ſecured; ſecured, not by a ſtrict prohibi- 
tion of apoſtaſy, but by the omnipotent interpoſition 
of JEHOVAH. - 7 will put my fear; fo put my 
fear into their hearts, that they ſhall not depart fron 
me ; ſhall never draw back unto perdition.— Thus the 

- covenant becomes not tranſient, but everlaſting. Thus 
- the promiſe is not precarious, but ſure to alt pom 
85 | ere 
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There ſeems to be as great a difference- between thig 
evangelical, and your legal method of ſtating the co- 
venant ; between ſuſpending the benefits on human 
endeavours, and grounding them on divine agency, 
as between hanging the anchor on the top of the maſt. 
and fixing it at the bottom of the ſea.- | | 

Let me add one more text, which now occurs to 


my thoughts, Te are the children of the prophets, and 


of the covenant which G Q D made with our fathers, ſay- 


ing unto Abraham, And in thy feed hall all the kingreds 


of the earth be bleſſed *. Here the covenant is firſt 
mentioned in general; then particularly ſpecified.—In 
thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of the earth—be laid un- 
der conditions? be obliged to execute terms? No; 
but Hal be bleſſed ; bleſſed with all bleſſings, tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, eternal. —/n thy ſeed ;— that is, in 
CHRIST,—without any regard to q 
deeds of their own ; entirety by virtue of an intereſt 
in his conſuramately-excellent actions, and conſum- 
mately-preciaus ſufferings. —Then the apoſtle ſingles 
out one ſpecial and diſtinguiſhed bleſſing of the cove- 
nant ; a converſion from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to the ſervice of GOD; or, as it is ex- 
preſſed in the following-verſe, @ turning from all ini- 
quity,—This is {till exhibited to our contemplation, as 
the fruit of the covenant of grace; as the thing for 
which it makes proviſion, not introductory to, but 
conſequent upon, our participation of it. | 

If therefore, in ſpeaking of holineſs and obedience, 
we repreſent them as the promiſes, rather than the 
demands of the covenant, we evidently follow the 
apoſtle's example. Were we to take the contrary 
courſe, we ſhould act as prudently as the ſportſman, 
who, entering his horſe for a plate, chuſes to have him 
walk backwards, rather than run forwards : Would 
this increaſe his ſpeed ? Would this help him to out- 


„Ads i. 25, 


ö ſtrip 


tions or - 
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ſtrip his rivals? or enable him to win the prize? c 
Shall we, in order to avoid the charge of Antmomianiſm, 4 
ruſh into this abſurdity ? I am perſuaded you could 

not wiſh to ſee ſo egregious a piece of folly, even in 4 
your enemy; much leſs in Your, Sc. 6 


IDESSDEES TIE US IHE EEIEES99 
r n 


Rev. Stn, , 

Wich you would conſider with ſome attention, that 
emphatical memento of the apoſtle, Since ye knew 
the grace of GOD in truth. Here he intimates, that 
we may have a knowledge of grace, which is not ge- 
nuine; not free from corrupt mixture, not true.— 
It may be ſo diſcoloured with error, or blended with 
ſo much of the law, as no longer to appear like itſelf. 
he language of fuch perſons, is ſomewhat like the thi 


language of the Maelites, after their return from cap- oin 
tivity, who * neither the Hebreto, nor the Hea- ar 
theniſh dialect; but cxpreffed themſelves half in the 
ſpeech of A/#ded, and half in the ſpeech of Zion. the 


It is true, ſays A/p4/io, I cannot perform the condi- 1 — + 
tions. — © It is not true,” fays Mr We/tey. This is ,, 
pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in effect, foſe 
affirming, that a man dead in treſpaſſes and fins is 
able to perform conditions. Mr Weftey is not aware, W free 
that CHRIST ſtrengthening us,“ is one of the . 
benefits of the covenant, comprehended in theſe Þ 
words, 1 will put fy laws into their minds, The 

. The conditions of the new covenant are, Repent all; 
« and believe.” It has been already ſhewn, that they 
are repreſented by the HOLY GHOST, not 3s 
conditions, but as oo, not as conditions re- 
quired, but as bleſſings beſtowed ; not as conditions 
on which depends the accompliſhment of the cove- 
nant; but as happy fruits, or precious effects, of the 


covenant; 
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covenant; made, and making good to ſinners, who 
are wholly without ſtrength. 

"Tis equally. true, ſays Aſpaſio, this is not required 
at my hands. Tis equally y true,” fays Mr Weſley, 
« that is abſolutely falſe.” This is, doubtleſs, a Home- 
thruſt.— It — us to provide ſome armour of 
proof for our defence; and this the ſcripture furniſnes 
abundantly. It fyrnithes us with more than robur et 
es triplex. The ſcripture ſets forth juſtification, ſalva- 
tion, and all bleffednets, as things perfectly free; de- 
tached from all works; dependent on no conditions, 
but the gifts of ſovereign goodneſs, and inſinitely- rich 

b. 

Though you, Sir, treat A/pa/ig in fo unceremonious 
2 manner, we'will be more complaiſant; you ſhall re- 
ceive ſuch entertainment from us, as the ing of Ba- 
bylon's ambaſſadors received from Hezekiah. We will, 

on this occaſion, thew you the houſe of our precious 
this gs, the filver and the gold, the ſpices and the precious 
rer, and if not all, yet ſome of the houſe of our 
armour +, 

We are aved. chat i is, we have all the benefits of 
the new covenant—By grace—By grace ye are ſaved, 
t is of grace, and no more of wor-. N. Who hath” ſaved 
us, not according to our works, but according to. his pur- 
fuſe and grace . 

— juſtified fr freot- .— The things that are 
freely given to us 70 O D.—Wheſeever will, ys him tale 
the water of life 50 tf. 

By way of en ee the gift of GOD.— 
The gift of GOD is eternal li SfeeThe fre gift came upon 
all men, to feel 755 life ||. 

Without the law—The righteouſneſs of GOD withe 
out the law. That we mig 7 eee not by the works 
of the lau. I the ohms were of the law þ, 

. * 2 Kings xx, 13, + Eph. ii. 5. Rom. x.-6. 2 Tim. i, 9. 

t Rom. iii. 34. 1 Cor. i. 12. Rev. xxii. 19. | John iv. 

10. Rom, vi, 23. v. 18. 4 Rom. iii. 21. Gal. ü. 16, ii. 18. 
M4 Not 
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Not by works Not of works, but of him that calleth 
us,—Net by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us. —Not having mine 
own 11g hteouſneſs, which is of the law *. | 

By righteouſneſs, not performed, but imputed— 
Faith (in CHRIST, as our all) is imputed for rig h- 
feouſneſs—GOD imputeth rig bteouſneſs without works .,— 
Tc whom it (that is, the merit of a dying and riſing 8 A- 
VIOUR) Hall be imputed f. 

Not by guiltleſs behaviour, but by remiflion of fins 
—Blefſed are they wheje iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe fins are. covered —G O L was in CHRIST, re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
paſſes unto them. —To give knowledge of ſalvation by the 
remiſſion of their 7 | | 

Not each by himſelf, but all by ane They /ball reign 
in life, by one CHRIST JESUS. hy the obedience 
of one, ſhall many be made righteous — By one offering, he 
hath perfected for ever thoſe that are ſanttified ||. 

By faith alone— Being Jen feith — 4 man 1s 
juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law.—Through 
him, all that believe are juſtified from ell things J. 

Not on account of faith, as a condition performed; 


but on account of CHRIST, the pearl of ineſtimable 


price; which faith receives, applies, and uſes. —Wh- 
has by himſelf purged away our fins, by himſelf fimſhed 
our tranſgreſſuons, made reconciliation for our iniquities, 
and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs ++. 

This is the doctrine of ſcripture, Becauſe it is of 
the greateſt importance, you ſee, with what care it is 
ſtated, and with what copiouſneſs diſplayed, with 
what zeal it is urged, and with what vigilance guard - 
ed. Ho ſolicitouſly the ſacred writers uſe every form 
of ſpeech that may exclude all human works ; may 


* Rom. ix. 11, Tit. iti. 5. Phil ji. 9. + Rom. iv. 5. 
6, 23. 24. 25. 1 Pſal. xxxii. 1. 2 Cor. v. 19. Luke i. 77. 
Rom. v. 17. 18. 19. Heb. x. 14. + Rom. v. 1. iii. 28. 
Acts xiii, 39, ++ Heb. i. 3. Dan. ix. 24. F 
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ſet aſide all conditions and prerequiſites, in order to 
ſuperſede all glorying, and aſcribe the whole of our 
juſtification to the free grace of G 0 D, and the ſole 
merits of CHRIST. 

After all theſe teſtimonies of ſcripture, ſhall we ſtill 
maintain that the covenant of grace conſiſts of condi 
tions; depends upon conditions; is ſuch as we can- 
not expect to have made till certain conditions 
are, by us, duly and y fulfilled? Dagon may as 
well ſtand in the preſence of the ark, as ſuch a notion 
in the face of theſe evangelical texts. r 

All, all is free to us ſinners, though it was not free 
to CHRIST our SA VIO U R. He paid the price; 
he performed the conditions. If you would know 
what price was paid; what conditions were performed, 
and on what terms we inherit the blefling ; you, Sir, 
may receive information from Mr Jobn Weſley, who 
ſays in his comment, « All the bl 1C New 
« covenant are ſecured to us by the one offering of 
© CHRIST.” According to this commentator, they 
are not only procured for us, but ſecured to us. How 
could either of theſe be true,—much more, how could 
the latter be fact, —if the bleſſings were ſuſpended on 
any performance or any acquiſition of ours? If I am 
not to enjoy them until I diſc this or that duty, 
they are not procured for me; it I am not to enjoy 
them unleſi I become poſſeſſed of this or that quality, 
they are not ſecured to me; not ſecured to me, as the 
eſtate is to an heir, even whilſt he is a minor, but only 
as the prize is to a racer, in caſe, by exerting his ſpeed 
and his ſtrength, he arrives firit at the goal; which 
was never yet called ſecurity, but allowed to be mere 
uncertainty. | 

As to this point, others may receive information 
from the prophet Zechariah. By the blood of thy cove- 
nant, I have ſent forth thy priſoners out of the pit, where- 
in was no water *, Thy priſoners, thoſe wretched crea- 


Zech. ix. 11. | 


— 
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tures; ho were in a ſtate of guilt, and under the ſen- 
tence of death; ſubject to the tyranny of the devil, 


and liable to the damnation of hell. In this diſmal 


ſtate they were, as in a pit —— deep; from 
which there ſeemed no poſſibility cape, nor any 


method of deliverance: FA pit, in — there is n 


couter, nothing but abſolute miſery, without a gleam 
of hope, or a drop of comfort. I have ſent them forth 
into aplace of liberty ; where they obtain pardon, aud 
enjoy peace, are ſatisfied with the plenteouſneſs of my 
houſe, and drink of my pleaſures as out of a river. 
All this,” by the blood of thy covenant. —Blood was the 

eous term, blood was the dreadful requirement, 
even that inſinitely· precious blood of CHRIST, on 
which the covenant of our freedom was eſtabliſhed, 


and by which its rich bleſſings are procured. Which 


is called hy covenant *, O daughter of Zion, thou church 
of the firſt- born, becauſe it was made in thy name; 
made with thy divine Surety, and for thy unſpeakable 


This i is not only falſe, but « moſt dangerouſly falſe. 
If we allow this, Antinomianiſm comes in with a 


« full tide.” Pray, Sir, what do you mean by Anti. 


nomianiſm ? ſuch a contrariety to the law, as debaſes 


its dignity ; ey mats it of its proper hanour and big 


. 

Surely then, not Aſpaſio's, but Mr Weftey's tenets, 
are | chargeable with this kind of heterodoxy ; ſince 
they would cauſe the law to be put off with a mite, 
when millions of talents are its due ;—oblige it to be 


* Thy covenant, The words are not addreſſed to CHRIST, 
but to his church. As the Hebrew IM being in the feminine 
gender intimates. 

+ The end of the commanding law is n Rom, ; 


4. The end of the violated law is puniſhment, Cal. iii. 10. 


Both theſe ends are anſwered by the interpoſition of an obedi- 
ent and crucified REDEEMER, but on no Vier ſcheme, 
1 in no other manner whatever... * 

content 
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content with errant deficiency, when the moſt finleſs 
obedience, and the moſt exalted perfection are What 
it demands. 
Do you mean by Antizemianiſm, ſuch à contrariety 
to the law, as difregards its duties, and violates its 
epts? Then the apoſtle Paul ſhall reply, The ow; 
of GOD, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto 
all men ; teaching us, that, denying ungodlineſs and world- 
ly lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 11g hteoufly, and godiy.— 
The grace of GO D, his infinitely+free favour, of which 
we have a ſpecimen in the preceding texts, which 
ſcorns to be ſhackled with conditions, or meanly de- 
pendent on human endeavours. — This grace, requi- 
ring nothing of the creature, but bringing ſalvation, 
ſpiritual and eternal falvation, finiſhed incar- 
nate CREATOR, and free for the chiefeſt of ſinners. 
This grace being revealed in the goſpel, being diſ- 
cerned by faith, and thus appearing in luſtre, and 
with power, to all men—to men of every rank, every 
age, every character; making no difference between 
the ſervant and his maſter, between the ruddy frip- 
ling and the hoary fire ; between the vile proſtitute 
and the chaſte veſtal, but opening its inexhauſtible 
treaſures, to be received by one as well as the other— 
This grace does what? © Cauſe Antinomianifm,” _ 
or practical ungodlineſs, to come in with a full tide?” 
ite the reverſe. —It repreſſes it like an immoveable 
barrier. It teaches us to deny , to renounce ungodli- 


neſs, all —— ; not only external groſs abomina- 
Ye tions, but worldly luſts alſo, _ vitious inclination, 
and every irregular deſire. Farther, it teaches us to 


7. live foberly, with regard to ourſelves, rigbtetiiſy to- 


The word is «pmoauan, which does not fignify, to aboliſh. 

x. totally, or to deſtroy utterly ; but to diſavow and renounce, to 

1% refuſe admittance, or not to yield compliance. There may be, 
di- even in the regenerate, ſome remainders of ungodlineſs ; but, 
e, influenced by grace, they will conſtantly turn a deaf car to its 
ſolicitations, or teſolutely ſay nay to its demands. 5 
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wards our neighbours, and gedly to our great CR E- 


ATOR. | 
The original word is particularly beautiful and ſig- 


niſicant; it is not , preſcribeth, by way of rule, 


nor eritaecu, enjoineth, by way of authority; but nauweor, 
teacheth, x a of inſtruction, pointeth out the ef- 
fectual method of obeying the precepts, and conform- 


ing to the rule. A tyrant may command his ſlave to 


write, or make a proficiency in writing. A kind tu- 
tor forms him to it, ſhews him how to do it, and 
renders, what otherwiſe would be an irkſome, per- 
haps an impracticable taſk, both eaſy and pleaſant. — 
So this grace, clearly manifeſted in the underſtanding, 
and cordially apprehended by the will, renders every 
duty of holineſs both practicable and pleaſant ; it gives 
us a heart and a hand, and ability to exerciſe —— 
unto univerſal godlineſs. 


CHRIST has performed all that was conditionary 


for me, ſays Aſpaſio. © Has he repented and believed 
« for you?” lays Mr Ir Hey; a queſtion already an- 
ſwered in the dialogues.— No;“ replies Mr Weſley, 
not anſwered, but evaded.. He pertormed all that 


« was conditionary in the covenant of works, is no- 


thing to the purpoſe; for we are not talking of that, 
« but of the covenant of grace.” Give me leave to 


tell you, Sir, that you are greatly miſtaken here; we 


are talking, at leaſt we ought to be talking, of the 
covenant of works, when we talk of the covenant 
which CHRIST came under. It was a covenant of 


works to him, which, by his execution of it, became 


2 covenant of e for us. He became anſwerable 
for our debt; debt was exacted, without the leaſt 
abatement. In this reſpect, GOD ſpared not his own 
San. And is not this the tenor, are not ſuch the eſſects 
of a covenant of works? o. 

CHRIS is called the Surety of à better covenant ; 
that is, a ſurety provided and admitted by a better 
covenant: in this peculiarity, infinitely 1 

8 5 | — 
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and comfortable, the new covenant is better; becauſe 
it brings in a ſubſtitute, to diſcharge what was con- 
tracted under the old, which neither provided, nor 
allowed, nor knew any ſuch thing. — It is written, 
CHRIST was made under the law, therefore not un- 
der a covenant of grace. If you can ſhew me, in the 
conſtruction of the law, any hint of faith in the me- 
rits of another, or any mention of ntance unto 
life, I will retract my opinion, that CHR I ST per- 
formed whatever was conditionary ; I will do honour 
to thoſe genteel expreſſions, and ſubmit to thoſe co- 


gent arguments, © *Tis not true Tis nothing to the 


« purpoſe — Tis abſolutely falſe.” N 

« It CHRIS T's perfect obedience be ours, we 
% have no more need of pardon than CHRIST him- 
« ſelf. The conſequence is good, you have ſtarted 
C an objection which you cannot anſwer.” —It is an- 


ſwered in the dialogues ;—whether in a ſatisfactory, or 


inſufficient manner, the reader muſt determine. But 
ſuppoſe we admit the conſequence; it implies no more 
than the apoſtle affirms —By one offering he hath perfect- 
ed for ever them that are fanftified. Let me tranſcribe 
your own * explication of this paſſage. —** He hath 
i done” (obſerve, you yourſelf ſpeak of CHRIST's 
doing; in this place only of CHRIST's doing; yet 
I would not be ſo injurious to your good ſenſe, as to 
imagine that you exclude his fuffering') © all that was 
« needful, in order to their full reconcihation with 


60D.“ This expoſition I approve, as far as it 


goes; only you have omitted one very weighty cir- 


cumſtance, comprehended in the word © ever; 
this doing and 85 believers are fully and per- 
or 


fectly reconciled, not 
ticular time, but for ever. The pard 


a day only, or for any par- 
on is irrevocable; 


the bleſſing unalienable. Not like the moon, which 


now waxes, and anon wanes; but like the un, which 


„ Explanatory notes in lc. 
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is always the ſame ; ever ſhines with the fame pleni- 
tude of rays; and needs only to appear, in order to 
appear unchangeably bright. At 
This reminds me of a more direct anſwer to your 
difliculty. The repeated pardon, which believers im- 
plore, is only 2 witneſs bearing to the truth, or a re- 
peated manifeſtation of it to our conſciences. — Will 
_ you. find fault with this doctrine? Might you not, 
for the ſame reaſon, ſay, if the atonement of 
CHRIS T's death was abſolutely perfect, there 
could be no need of his interceſſion at G O D's right 
hand ?. Les, for the actual application of the great 
atonement, and the continual communication of its 
happy fruits, this interceſſion is neceſſary. 80, though 
our Juſtification is complete, though our fins have all 
been laid upon our LORD, and are not to be done away 
by ſome duties of our own, but already done away by 
the ſacriſce ꝙ HIMSELF ; yet the application of ths 
. bleſhng, the revelation of it to our hearts, is daily, 
- hourly, inceſſantly needful. Therefore be faith, ſpeak- 
ing of his vineyard the church, I will water it every 
moment. Whereby? in what manner? chat ſpiritual 
bleſlings correſpond with, watering the thirſty ſoil ?— | 
The diſcovery of co pardon, of c ete ac- \ 
. .ceptance, of complete {alvation in CHRIST. This 


will make the ſoul like a watered garden; — this will t 
. cauſe joy and holineſs to bloſſom as a roſe. ? 
Both the branches of the law, the preceptive and 85 
the penal, in the caſe of guilt contracted, muſt be ſa- yy 


tisßed. Not ſo,” — If not, one of them muſt paſs bc 
unfatisfed and unfulfilled. Whereas, our LORD = 

_ declares, that beaven and; earth ſhall paſs away, feouer « 

than one jot or one, tittle of the law ſhall fail of its ac- ſe 

_ -.compliſhment. Will you undertake to prove, either 
that the preceptive, or elſe that the penal part of the 

Ala, does not conſtitute ſo much as one jot or one 

tittle of its contents? Then, and then only, your aſ- 
. | ferti0n 
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ſertion may conſiſt with our LOR D's declaration. 


This will be an undertaking as adventurous as your 


next is diſingenuous. 


Not ſo; CHRIST, by his death alone” (fo our 


church — « fully ſatisfied for the fins of the 


« hole world.” — By 1s death alone, that is, in con- 


tradiſtinction to all human works, as efficient or ad- 
jutant cauſes: fully ſatisfied, that is, without having, 


and without needing the concurrence of any human 


ſatisfaction. It is ſpoken in oppoſition to our endea- 


vours, not to his own molt glorious obedience. But 


do you really want to be informed that our church 


means no ſuch thing, as you would inſinuate? Have 
you never heard her profeſs, and require to believe, 


| what A/pafio maintains? If not, be pleaſed to read 
the quotations from her homilies, which he has pro- - 

duced, vol. III. pag. 48. 49. *. Read theſe, and I 
cannot but think, you have modeſty 


at an attempt, to palm upon the public, ſuch an 
parent miſrepreſentation of our v 


h to bluſh 


mother. 


As this book may poſſibly fall into the hands of ſome 
perſons, who have not the book, entitled Theron and Aſpaſſo; 
I will, for their fakes, tranſcribe one of the teſtimonies, to 
which we are referred. | ni 

Ia the homily concerning the ſulvation of mankind, we 
the following words.—< The apoſtic toucheth three thi 
* which mult go together in juſtification, On GON 's part, 


his great mercy and grace. On CHRIST"; part, che 


« ſatisfaQtion of GOD's juſtice, or the price of our redemp- 


tion, by the offering of his body, and ſhedding of his pre- 


* cious blood, with fulfilling of the law perfectly. On our 


part, true and lively faith in the meritsof FE SUS CHRAST, 


«6 which yet is Not ours, but by GOD's working in us. You 
ſee, according to the judgment of our reformers, hot only 


the offering of CHRIST's body, and the ſhedding of 


CHRIST's blood, but alſo his perfect fulfilling of the law, 
are the adequate price of our redemption. Yer Mr Weffey. is 


pleaſrd to exclude the latter; and ventures to affirm chat he 


has the authority of our church for ſuch an opinion, and for 
”. - Ts 
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The ſame great truth is manifeſtly taught in the 
« xxxift article. What? That CHRIST, by his 
death alone, or by ſhedding his blood alone, without ful- 


- filling the law perfectly, ſatisfied for the fins of the 


world? Then the articles and the homilies moſt flatly 


© contraditt one another. — Upon this you aſk, Is it 
therefore fair, is it honeſt, for any one to plead the 
, articles of our church in defence of abſolute pre- 


« deſtination? Indeed, Sir, I know not what you 
mean by this interrogatory, or at what you aim. 
Does Aſpafro pleail the articles for any ſuch purpoſe ? 
Not that he ſhould be afraid, in caſe there was an evi- 


dent occaſion, to advance ſuch a plea, and perhaps 
might put Mr, We/ley to greater difhculty than he is 
aware of, in order to elude the force of it. — But he 


does not in this place come within view of the point; 


nor ſo much as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any 


of the two volumes, does he once touch upon 


| „ e much leſs does he plead the ar- 


ticles of our church in its defence. So that your in- 


ferential word therefore, is a concluſion without 


premiſes. | «f 
Abſolute predeſtination is a phraſe not to be found 
in all the dialogues, or in any of the letters. But it 


is a phraſe which Mr Weſley thinks to be alarming and 
- diſguſting, on which Mr Wesley has learned to fay 


many horrible and ſhocking things; therefore be it 
right or wrong, be it true or falſe, 4/þa/io ſhall be 
charged with the obnoxious expreſſion. — When he 


- mentions predeſtination, it is in the very words of 


ſcripture; without dwelling upon the ſubject; without 


_ reſting his cauſe upon it; without attempting either 
to explain or to eſtabliſh it. This he leaves, and ever 


will leave, to clearer heads and abler s to 


© your © abſolute,” this is not what A/pa/ro ſpeaks, but 
what Mr We/ley would make him ſpeak; a word, which 


in this connection he never uſed, nor ſo much as 


dreamed of uſing ; for which reaſon, I call it, not bi 
2 ut 
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but your. May I not then retort your own queſtion ? 
and aſk, Is it fair, is it honeſt, to put into your friend's 


mouth words which he never uſed, and then exclaim 


againſt them? 


What allo in this is prodigi 
deed. Seeing the — article bearly deſines the 


ious in- 


< term ;” chat is, the church does not believe the 
doftrine; nor 


bers? Why then does 
ticles ? why pronounce it a 
why forbid diſputation _m_ it ? Pity, but we had 


been acquainted with 


require-any ſuch belief from her mem- 
e ſelect it for one of the ar- 
to. GOD's word? 


fine diſtinction when we 
were ſtudents at Oxford. We then declared our ap- 
probation of the academical ſtatutes; we engaged to 


obſerve them all, and confirmed our engagement with 


an oath, — But how eaſily might we have eluded the 


obligation, if, when called upon for conformity and 
obedience, this ſalvo had come into our heads; © The 
« univerſity; does not, in theſe ſtatutes, ſet forth our 

but barely deſines the terms; ſhe does not 


60 dut 
« fl upon a conformity, but only flouriſhes, a Fang 


* upon terms, and leaves us to obey or dafobeys; a8 
« we ſhall feel ourſelves inclined.” - 
Barely defines the term, without either affirming | 
Howl does the not —— 


4 or denying the 
the thing, —_ ſhe ity 


** an excellent 


4 


of GOD? 


declares it to be full 7 ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeatable 


comfort to the 


godly 


confirms their faith of 
tindles their love towards GOD? Not 
thing!“ — when ſhe expreſsly aſcribes ſuch fruits 


and conſequents to it! This is not only affirming, 
but affirming with the higheſt approbation, like pre- 
8 the king, and g the crown upon Ws 
In one of our Preſervative, you extumerate, 
and very * 7 . Werden you the five 
8 Wai -- of dete, ee 2 Lyater, upon read - 
Vol. IV. N i 


that it 
eternal an, and 


greatly eſtabliſhes and 


the 
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ing this paſſage, fliould fay, „ Friend Neſey, thou 
* barely defineſt the term, thou neither affirmeſt nor 
+ denieſt the thing This is no proof that thou thyſelf 
« bekeveſt a tittle of water-baptiſm, or wouldſt have 
« thy readers believe the reality of any ſuch ordi- 
« ance.” Should the .2uater argue thus, he would 
argue juſt like yourſelf. © But I apprehend he would 
not be fo boldly diſingenuous, he would rather con- 
fes; Friend Fob doth certainly maintain and be- 
<«, eve theſe things; but his opinion is miſtaken, and 
* his arguments are inconcluſive” — The xxxiſt 
article totally overthrows predeftination, and razes 
« jt from the foundation.” If fo, it makes one ar- 
ticle contradict another; | conſequently, weakens the 
authority, and undermines the credibility of them all. 
In this article are two points more particularly proper 
for our inquiry: The great ſalvation, and the number 
| 2 ved. cannot but query, whether you be- 

eve former, or ri 3 the — 8 
The greut ſalvatian, expreſſed the following 
— The offering of CH R IST once made, i 
* that perfect redemption, ion, and ſatisfac- 
* tion for all the ſing of the whote world, both ori- 
* ginal and actual.“ If I take theſe words as I am 
enjoined, in the litera? and atical ſenſe, I muſt 
believe, that CHRIST engaged to ſatisfy offended 
juſtice, for every ſin which I have committed, or ſhall 
commit, throughout my whole life. My paſt ſins at 
that time had no more exiftence, than my future 

fins have at this hour; but both were equally laid up- 
Having undertaken this greateſt of all works, ! 
maſt believe that he fully aceompliſhed it; and actu- 
ally ſatisſied for all my tranſgteſſions, of every kind 
and every date. A poſſibility, or mere chance of being 
redeemed; can never be reckoned x perfect redemp- 
tion; neither would our'S AVIOUR have paid down 
2 -politive price for a precarious conditional good; 


* 
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much leſs would he have paid an immenſe, an infinite 
price, upon a bare uncertainty, whether it ſhould 
take an effect, or ever obtain its deſired end. believe 
therefore, that the ſatistaction is made for me ; that 
G OD has received the all · ſuſſicĩent atonement in be- 
half of all my provocations ; and that there is no more 
ground of condemnation for me a vile finner, than 
there is room for the proſecution of an inſolvent, all 
whoſe debts are defrayed, even to the very laſt mite. 
The number of the ſaved, expreſſed in thoſe —_ 

—the Au of the whole teurid. This 1 acknowled 
the language of ſcri ; and I promiſe 3 ver you 
will bear with me, while I offer my 2 ts concern- 
ing the occaſion and the import of wen da language. 
n the antediluvian and atriarchal ages, the LORD 
EHOVAH confined his favoar to 2 few particular 
lies When he formed his ae into a common- 
wealth, he choſe them to himſelf; and ſeparated them 
from all other nations. To them he gave his oracles, 
his ordinances, and his covenants; yea, he honoured 
and indulged them with his divine preſence : In this 
the 1/raelttes gloried; A this privilege 
to themſelves, and held other people at a diſtance, 
looking upon them as ſtrangers, and withont GOD 
in the world ; hence that choſen ſeed ſpares not to fay; 
We are thine; thou never bareſt rule over them; 
they were not called thy name.“ — At the com- 
mencement of the MES SIA H's e the 

LORD purpoſed to cange the ſcene, 

diſpenſation, by admitting both Jews and — 8 
4 intereſt in the great falvation ; as they were equal - 
1 ble with fin, and equally — to the curſe, 
hey dry now ſand upon 2 level, be equally ſha- 
15 that divine SAVIOUR, who fubmits to be 
made fin, and to be made a curſe for both alibes 
This the HO LY G HOST 447 and 5 —. 
promiſed, He (that is, the REDEEMER Which ig 
to come) ſhall ſpeak ks” 7 the Heathen ; his dom 
nion 


223 


hand of fellowſhip to their brethren the Gentiles.—For 


1 2 of places, that the difference no longer ſubſiſts, 
that CHRIST has thrown down the hes ad d 
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nion ſhall be from jea even to ſea, and from the river even 
fo the end of the earth. 
Notwithſtanding ſuch prophecies, and ſuch promi- 
ſes, our LORD himſelf, when he entered upon his 
miniſtry, acted a . parts and kept up the 
partition - wall; in purſuance at declaration, I am 
not ſent, but unto the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. 
When he ſent forth his diſciples to preach and to teach, 
he gave them alſo a command to ſhew the ſame parti- 
al regard; Go ye not into the way of the Gentiles. This ur 
conduct of our LORD, — under the Old Teſta- 
ment and the New, confirmed the 7eus in their ſelf- ou 
flattering notion, that they were, and ever ſhould be, are 
a favourite nation, and a peculiar people. The Gent:les, co1 
on the other hand, were no leſs diſcouraged ; appre- the 
hending, that as they were, ſo they ever ſhould be, 4. the 
liens from the commonwealth of Iſrael. But in order to wh 
convince the Fews of their miitake, in claiming the ter 
blefling of Abra bam to themſelves, and in order to oth 
aflure the poor diſcarded Gentiles that they ſhould be L 
fellow-heirs and of the ſame body; our LORD, in his I fo: 
laſt charge to his apoſtles, alters the ſtyle of his com- you 


miſſion, and enlarges the ſphere of their ſeveral de- give 


partments. It is now no longer, Go not into the way upo 
of the Gentiles ; but quite the reverſe, Go teach all na- ¶ but 
tions, all the world, yea, and every creature; N. ”"__ of yi 
believeth, whether Few or Gentile, ſhall be ſaved. 

Still the Jews were hardly induced to give the right um 


St Peter cries, with ſore indignation ; Net ſo, LORD. 
Still the Gentiles, hardly perſuaded that they ſhould 
be partakers of the grace, reaſoned againſt themſelves ; 
The LORD hath utterly ſeparated me from his people. 
Therefore the LORD, to intercept all the defponding 
objections of the /atter, and to bring down the high 
diſdainful imaginations of the former, declares in a 
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and laid all plain, and common, and free Though 
the giving of the law pertained to T/rael only, the 
LORD ESUS gave himſelf a ranſom for aLL 
PEOPLE. Though the paſchal lamb extended its 
influence only to the circumciſion, the LAMB of 

GOD is a propittation for the ſint of the whole world, 
even though it be not cixcumciſed. And now GOD 
would have all men, whether bond or free, Jews or 
Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be ſaved, by coming 
unto the knowledge of the faith. 

This account grves us the true caufe, and points 
out the intended uſe, of ſuch univerfal phraſes. They 
are calculated to abate the pride of the Jews, to en- 

courage the deſpiſed Gentiles ; and by excluding none, 
g they give encouragement for all to come, becauſe, 
4 though every individual perſon will not be ſaved, yet 
1 whoſoever cometh ſball in no wiſe be caſt out. — By this in- 
e terpretation, the phraſe is neither inconſiſtent with 
0 other texts, neither does our church contradict herſelf. 
e 

1s 


Upon the whole, ny Yo pleaſe to obſerve, that I 
ſhould never have touched upon this ſubject, had not 
n- © your objections, far fetched and forced as they are, 
ce. MW given mea kind of challenge. And now have touched 
upon the ſub 2 it is not as a champion for the cauſe, 
a-. but only to ſhew the weakneſs and "he inconſiſtency 
ver of your 5 uing, how be you avail yourſelt even on 
2 point, where you Fi eee vain, and your 
arm irrefiſtible. | 
« Believers, who are notorious tranſgreſſors in i 
« themſelves, have a finleſs obedience in CHRIS 75 4 
this paſſage you ſelect as faulty, I ꝓreſume, becauſe it 
is oppoſite to your favourite tenet, perfection in per 
« 0 nal olindf NN 3 Imean e * 
* * indiſputably ſuch. ou are not ſuc 
1 eſſor, dns G 1 daily 1 dae yourſelf 5 
41 mg ble finner ? Why do you acknowledge, that 
you are © tied and bound with the chain of your fins ;” 
awd declare before all men, that there is no health | 
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« in * All this Mr Meſey ſpeaks with his lips, 
and, 1 would hope, believes in his heart. Yet all this 
does not amount © to a netorrous tranſgreſſor. Pray 
then, good Sir, inform us, what fort of tranſgreſſor 
is deſcribed by all theſe expreſſions. 

You cry out, O ſyren ſong !”” The pſalmiſt would 
have taught you a better exclamation. If this is the 
caſe, let us rejoice with trembling. —Are we notorious 
tranſgreſſors in ourſelves? The conſciouſneſs of this is 
the ſtrongeſt motive to humility. —Have we a ſinleſs 
obedience in CHRIST? The belief of this is an 
abundant ſource of joy. When you add, © Pleaſing 
<« ſound to ow i heatly ! Themas Williams / James 

am quite aſhamed of your meanneſs, 
and gneved at your uncharitable raſhneſs. How un- 
worthy is ſuch a procedure, either of the gentleman, 
the Chriſtian, or the man of ſenſe! Unwortky the 
gentleman, to ſtigmatize by name, and ex poſe to the 
moſt public infamy. Unworthy the Chriſtian, whoſe 
charity concealeth, rather than divulgeth and pro- 
claimeth upon the houſe-tops.—Unworthy the man 
ſenſe, who knows that the miſcarriages of a profeſſor 
are no argument agaiaſt the ſoundneſs of a doctrine. 
If they were, would not your own principles totter ? 


Ny, how could Chriſtianity itſelf ſtand ? 
ti 


ah failed in his refignation, and cven Moſes him- 
ſelf ſpake unadviſedly with his lips. © It is true,” 
ſays Mr We/ky. But it you could hkewile fix ſome 


- << blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved Daniel, it 


&* would prove nothing.” I have no deſire to fix 2 
blot ; but if I find it in the moſt 1 0 UP charac- 
ter, this proves the propoſition, which 4/pafio main · 
tains; * That the very beſt of men fall ſhort ; that 
the very belt of men will be found guilty, if jricd 
« by the righteous law: That the very beſt of men 
* have nothing more to plead for. arceptance with the 


* « HIGH and HOLY one, than the criminal, who 


« yeſterday murdered. his benefactor, to-morrow is 
* * AI Fr 4 0 
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- ſhall reckon my 


tinguiſhed communications of the ſpirit of wildom and 
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<. to be executed for his crime, and is now 55 to 
< the redemption that is in CHRIST FES mr 
« the chief of ſinners.“ | | 
No ſcripture teaches that the holineſs of Chriſtians 
is to be meaſured by that of any Few.” I thould 
be afraid to advance ſuch a poſition, after having read 
that general exhortation, Be ye followers of them, who 
through faith and patzence inherit the promiſes ; and 
thgſe more particular references to the ancient ſaints, 
compraled in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews. Were 
not they Fews ? Does not the apoſtle propoſe them as 
patterns for our amitation? Is not this his language, 
Let us act in conformity to their practice ? —The ſprrit 
of CHRIST was in them; and * they obtained, 
(even from the ſuprteme U D G a good report.” 
Agteeably to this divine teſtimonial, we are directed 
to learn from Abel, a fiduciary; dependence on the 
great atonement; and from Euach, a life of commu- 
nion with a reconciled G0 D. The prophets are re- 
commended to our contemplation, as examples of 
« ſuffering affliction, and of patience.” Elijab is ſet 
before us as an inſtance of perſevering and ſucceſsful 
prayer; and we are IX teh ſteps of 
bur father Abraham's faith. This was the counſel of 
an apoſtle to others; this was the aim of an apoſtle 
with regard to himſelf; therefore I think, it can 
never be unworthy of you, or unſit for the moſt 
2dvanced peg, nu diſciples. For my part, 1 
truly happy; 1-ſhall bleſs the day, 
whereon I was born g if 1 may but be enabled to fol- 


low the footſteps of theſe illuſſrious leaders, though 


That Chriſtians 7 1 riſe above the level of the 
common Fews, I freely own. Mr Weſley's miſtake 
ſeems to he in confounding the common with the un- 
common, in not diſcerning the dil e between any 
and every ; between /ome and. all. Some Jets were 
bleſſed with extraordinary endowments ; they had diſ- 
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holineſs. They were as the “ ſtones of a crown, lift- 
ed up as an enſign upon his land.“ Their great a- 
chievements and eminent attainments are deſcribed in 
the aforementioned chapter, which may truly be ſtyle! 
the golden legend ; great things impoſſible to fleſh and 
blood, they both performed and ſuffered ; ſuch as 
characteriſe a ſaint of the higheſt rank.—To imitate 
theſe, is the duty of a// Chriſtians; to equal them, is 
the privilege of e. . | 
Let me illuſtrate this ſentiment ; the reader, I ap- 
prehend, will hardly think it needs confirmation. —E- 
very graduate in the univerſity, much more every 
miniſter of the goſpel, ought to exceed the ſchoolboy 
in learning and knowledge.—Yet there have been 
ſchoolboys with whom few miniſters, and fewer gra- 
duates, will venture to compare themſelves. A re- 


cent mſtance of this kind, we have in the famous 


Baratier. This wonderful 68 when he was but 
four years old, ſpoke French to his mother, Latin to 
his father, Higb Dutch to his maid. At the age of fix, 
he explained the Hebrew text, as ready as if it had 
been his native German. When other lads are ſcarce 
able to read with fluency and propriety their mother- 
tongue, he was not only acquainted with, but maſter 
of five ſeveral languages, In his eleventh year he pu- 
bliſhed a learned Lalin diflertation, and tranſlated a 
book of travels out of Hebrew into French. While a 
mere boy he was qualified to diſpute with profeſſors 
of the ſciences, was honoured with a ſeat at an ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſynod, and admitted to the degree of doc- 
tor in philoſophy. Upon this narrative I ſhalt only 
obſerve, that many of the Jews, whoſe names are im- 

mortalized in ſcripture, were, in faith, in godlineſs, 

and all that is exemplary, ſo many Buratier.. 

Do not the beſt of men frequently feel diſorder in 

* their affections? Do they not often complain, When 

« 1] would do good, evil is preſent 'with me? « 1 

«- believe not. What a proof is here! How well 

$31 [4 $ it * PL, RENE Lon ſuited 
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ſuited to its office ! which; is to control the current 
and over-rule the evidence of ancient and modern 
conſent. But why don't you believe what 4% i ſup- 
poſes ? Is your diſbelief grounded on fact? Are you 
acquainted with any people, who feel no diſorder in 
their affections ? who always er. in the comple- 
teſt manner? and never have evil preſent with them? 
If ſo, what are their names? where do they live? 
We would go many miles to ſee them. You have no 
averſion to the mention of names, when- cenfure is 
the motive, and public diſgrace the effect; why thould 
you be ſo reluctant, when honour and diſtinguiſhed 
_— would be the conſequence ? 2 
o they not ſay, We groan, being burdened with the 
workings of inbred corruption? © This is not the 
« meaning of the text. The whole context ſhews 
the cauſe of that groaning was their longing to be 
« with CHRIST.” You need not on this occaſion 
rummage the context, or take a journey to find what 
is at your door. The ſentence itſelf ſhews, as mgm 
as words can ſhew, the cauſe of their groaning. We 
n, it is not ſaid becauſe we long to be with 
HRIST. This might be a truth; but this is not 
the cauſe aſſigned, We groan ' becauſe we are bur- 
dened. Burdened with what? Aae anſwers with a 
body of ſin and death, or with what the apoſtle him- 
ſelf ſtyles e This, whatever it means, was the 
load that encumbered them, opprefled them, and made 
them figh ardently for deliverance. Does not this 
ſignify all the infirmities and diſorders of the preſent 
mortal ſtate? Among which the fad effects of inbred 
corruption, are none of the leaſt. Theſe gave thoſe 
magnanimous, but pious ſouls, more uneaſineſs than 
all other kinds of affliction whatever *., . 


* « We groan, being burdened, with a ſenſe of our ſpiri- 
« tual infirmities, and with the workings of inbred corruption.“ 
This is Aſpaſio's interpretation. We groan, being burdened 
+ with numberleſs infirmities, temptations, and fins.” 2 


194 ASPASIO-VINDICATED. Leu. 


The cure of fin will be perfected in heaven. . Nay, 
« ſurely in 2 —Ajpefio knows no difference be- 
tween Para 
where CHRIST reigus; and is not this heaven ? 
Paradiſe is the region where the tree of life grows; 
and is not this heaven? Heaven denotes the place; 
radiſe deſcribes its nature, a place of conſummate 
bl and abſolute perfection, where is the fulneſs of 


y and pleaſure. for evermore. However, if it can 
2 that they are different abodes, and imply 
2 ſtates 7; then Apaſio would be underſtood 


to ſay, the cure of ſin is completed in paradiſe ; or as 
ſoon as the believer drops bis fleſh, and enters the in- 
viſible world. 

This (a perfect conformity to G O D) is a noble pre- 
rogative of the beatiſic viſion, . No;“ ſays Mr Me. 
41 Though St Jobn, one would chink, had ſettled 

point beyond all contradicion— 

3 hol be the 7 ſhall fee bim, as be 16. 
2 Pak: „which intimates, that at preſent we are 
like him t For,” which denotes the ef- 

pos pert of this, adyancemgat and telicity ; this 


| 25 7 hey's interpretation, in is Expoſitory notes on the New 
eſtamenr. - Yet here he denics what there he affirms —It is 
aid, 1 think of mae, His hand will be againſt every man, 
Mr We Mey goes 4 e His hand 1 is againſt himſelf, as 
well as 2painſt every 
—— 2 of heaven and ſpenks of 
paradiſe, 2 Gor} xii. 2. 4. 80 does David ſpeak of #iſmg up 
into the hill of the LORD, and of farding in bis holy place. 
— nut as r thing, though variouſly expreſſed, is meant 
the gſalmiſl, 1 think, we may pot unreaſonably underſtand 
e apoſtle in the ſame manner, If they had been different 
hablrtong methjnks ke would have mentioned paradliſe firſt, 
and then the third heavers, Otherwife he tells che ſtory but 
awkwardly ; for he firſt mentions his arrival at the third heavens, 
and then at paradiſe; that is, according to Mr Heſley ;; frrit he 
was led into nen. ood then —— antecham- 
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complete transformation into the divine image We 


„ ſhall ſee him,” no longer through a glaſs, but face 
to face, We ſhall receive the cleareſt manifeſtation of 


his ineffable holineſs and glory, which will haye juſt 
the fame effect upon our ſouls as the er ſeal 
bas upon the melting wax. 
would then come too late: If fin remains in 
us till the day of judgment, it will remain in us 
« for ever.” Yau luppote, that the beatific viſion is 
not enjoyed, till the day of ge ooo But in this 
ou ſeem ta err, not kno e ſcripture. I have 
a defire, ſays the apoſtle, to pays diſſolved. — And what 
is the conſequence, the im te conſequence of 
diſſolution ? To be wth CHRIST; in his preſence ; 
before his throne; and is not this the beatihe viſion ? 
Willing (ſays the Gas inſpired writer) to be a 3 ent from 
the body, and preſent with the E. O R D.— Here is no 
lint H any intermediate ſtate, but the very moment 


in in l the faints depart from their bodies, they are 


preſent with the LORD; and if with the LORD, 
then in the higheſt heavens; then at the fountain- 
head of felicity ; then amidſt the beatific vifion,—To 
heaven Elijah was conveyed in his fiery chariot ; and 
into heaven the firſt martyr was received by his com- 
paſſionate SAVIOUR, Neither of them waited in 
ſome intervening manſion, as a kind of lobby to the 
ny of ebay This is the Fepiſi notion, and 
y cloſely connected with the chimera of purgatory ; 
by alely hag. that if you take away the former, 
the latter drops into nothing. am „your Op1» 
+ Sir, ahmen, the may'of 


Our preſeat blefſednels does not conb& in being free 
Nr on f Lycnd ih oo annan 
c «14 18 tum p 
I think,” is the heavy artillery, which is to demo- 
lin 8 only here it is ſtrengthened 
and by 1 emphatical word . . — 
25115 But 
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But if our preſent bleſſedneſs does really conſiſt in be- 
ing free from ſin, where are your bleſſed perſons? We 
may traly fay, e EL | | 
_ ., Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaſto. VikG. 
No; this can hardly be faid. Virgil's deſcription is too 
full; inſtead of ſeeing a very few, here and there one, 
popping up their heads, in the great and wide ocean 
of the world, we are not able to find ſo much as an 
individual. Shew us one, only one of theſe angels in 
fleſh and blood, and it ſufficeth us. Whereas, if you 
ons mags. your fenleſs perfection, yet cannot 
produce a ſingle inſtance, to exemplify your notion, 
will you not give too juſt a handle for that ſarcaſtic 
reflection, uſed on another occaſion ? 


With witneſſes many this cauſe did abound, 
With ſome that were hang'd, and ſame that were drown'd, 
And ſome t hat tuere loſt, and ſame never found. 


Theſe are Aſpaſos words It (our preſent imper- 
< fection) perpetually reminds us of a moſt important 
truth, that our preſent bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in 
<< being free from all ſin, but in having no fin impu- 
* ted to us.“ He took particular care to guard his 
meaning from miſconſtruction, by adding che word 
all : leſt this word, becauſe it is little of ſtature, ſhould 
be overlooked, he printed it in /talres. But all this 

tion is thrown away upon Mr Meſley. He takes 
no notice of this ſame little word; nay, he ſhuts it 
entirely out of his quotation; as though he ſhould 
ſay, Where is the harm of clapping under the 
< hatches ſuch a puny inſigniſicant monoſyllable? 1 
« would have it to know, I ſhall ere long turn adrift 
c more plump and portly words than that,” 

Aſpaſio alſo took care to confirm his ſentiments by a 
reference to ſcripture; he ſupported-himfelf by the au- 


thority of King David. Mr Meſley having a little while 
ago laboured to depretiate, now ventures to _— 
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dict the royal gſalmiſt. Bleſſed (ſays. the pſalmiſt) is 
the man—who 5 free from ſin? wh tis TR —.— 
tified ? This is not the doctrine which the ſweet 4 
of Iſrael teaches; but bleſſed is he, uh 5 n 
is cl. e fon 15 covered. Deeply impreſſed, and 
uite charmed with the contemplation of this moſt 
ubſtantial happineſs, the ſacred writer proclaims it; re- 
peats it; yes, a third time he celebrates it; crying out 
with 4 hats of joy, Bleſſed is the man, unto whom the 
LORD inputeth no iniquity *. Neither that iniq 
which was formerly committed, nor that which ft 
defiles f.) Bleſſed indeed May 1 live under a firm 
perſuaſion of re intereſt in this un- 
ſpeakable privilege? May I find it made good to my 

ul, at the univerſal 310 nt ! Then let others take 
the kingdoms of this TT ng all the glory of them. 
And as for Aſpaſio, he reckon his credit ſafe, 
and his opinion tully anthorited, while he eſpouſes the 
doctrine, and uſes the very words of the unerring 
SP INIT. 

« If we are not free from fin, "were not Chriſtian 
« believers.” What an afſertion. is here! Aſſertian, 
for I dare not call it a truth.—If. it was, who then 
could be faved? Not one of a thouſand ; not two of 
2 million; no, nor Mr John Weſley | himſelf, fince out 
of his own mouth he ſtands condemned. He makes 
this acknowledgment. concerning himſelf and his fol- 
lowers, * We know by melancholy experience what 
« it is to neglect works of righteouſneſs.” Io corro- 
borate his confeſſion, he adds, We know. and feel 
« by melancholy experience, what it is to ſwerve from 
« our firſt love. We feel by experience.” — He is 
willing. to run the hazard of 3 rather K — 
any ſhould ſuſpect the ſincerity and truth of his pro- 


. P/al. Xxxil. 1. 2. Should any objetion ariſe from the 
next ſentence, the reader may ſee it anticipated, and ſup:rſedi d, 
A REO vol. II. p. 258. 259. or Wr r 
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teſtation. And can you after ſuch a confeſſion, after 
jach a proteſtation, pretend to be free from ſin ? Is all 
this Which you know of yourſelf, and feel by experi- 


0 
ence, confiſtent with a finleſs ſtate? Juſt as much as a 


lethargy is conſiſtent with the vigour of health, or a 
ſhameful /ight with a glorious vichy. See, Sir, how 
you are entangled in your own net; how, without 


being chaſed by an enemy, you run yourſelf aground. 


Nor will all your dexterity, fo long as you avow ſuch 
palpable inconſiſtencies, be able to ſet you clear. 

Lou attempt to confirm your opinion by the apo- 
ſtle's dechiration; Being made free from ſin.— But he 
and you mean differen* things by the ſame words. — 
He means being freed from the dominion of 
is agrecable to his own explanation; Sin ( ſhall 
not lord ĩt over you; — it may au you ; it may Ba- 
raſt you; it may gain ſome advantage over you ; but 
it ſhall not obtain à final victory, nor play the tyrant 
over 'yon. To the expedience and neceſſity of this 
freedom, if ever we would approve ourſelves difciples 
of CHRIST, or Chriſtians indeed, I readily lub 
{ſcribe —whereas, you mean being free from the very 


remai ndert of fin. * Having a purity” (tis your own 


explanation) © tree from all mixture of its contrary, 
« 3nd à reſignation excluding every degree of ſelt. 
« will.” Againſt the exiſtence, or the poſſibility of 
this freedom, ſo long as we ſojourn in a body of fleſh, 
enter my proteſt. F 
Tf we were perfect in piety, CHRIS T's prieſtl 
office would be ſu « No, we ſhould ſtil! 
« "need his Spirit, and conſequently his interceflion.” 
But were we we ſhonld receive the Spirit 


without an interceflor.—An interceſſor implies an ali- 
enation between the two parties; or fomething which; 
without the intervention of a third perſon, would 
create alienation;—The prieſtly office, Whether of at- 
oning, or of interceding, is founded on a ſtate of 
guilt ; to this it bears an eſſential and invariable rela- 


tion. 
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tion. Does CHRIST exerciſe his prieftly office i in 
behalf of angels? No, becauſe they excel in ftrength, 
and are perfect in holineſs —WIICHR IST exerciſe 
his prieſtly office, when all his ſaints are received into 
glory? No, beeauſe then there will be an abſolute 
conſummation both in body and ſoul, both in righ- 
tcouſnels and happineſs, and the mediatorial kingdom 
be delivered up to the FATHER.—Did CHRIST 
exertiſe his prieſtly office before Adam fell? No, be- 
cauſe ſin had no exiſtence then, and then the lungunge 
was, Let man be bleſſed; not, Deliver him from going 
drwn into the pit. | 

The objections laid to my charge in this paragraph, 
and the whole fide of the e La, proceed our fa- 
vourite notion; perfe ion of hölineſs, even while we 
continue in houſes of clay. As 1 look upon your 
foundation to be à mere deluſion, I maſt of courſe 
conclude, all that you build upon it to be chimerical 
and deluſoty; therefore, till ydu prove your ſappoſt- 
tion, I have no reaſon to concern with any 
your conſequences deduced from it, or with any 
your allegations relating to it. On one 1 how- 
ever, let me beſtow 2 bs; animadverſion. 

Aſpaſu fays, a ſenſe 5 agent os 
will reconc E ek; Mr replies, ln. 
« deed it will not: nor will 0 do chis like 
perfect love. — Here I think you have mifſed the 
mark. Nothiug can reconcile us to death but that 
which takes Pi. its ſting ; and this is done only by 
the atonement of CHRIS T. Nothing can teconcile 
us to death but that which delivers'tts from its tertor ; 
and this is effefted only by the factifice of nar ig 
HIGH PRIEST, which has converted the 
of terrors into a mefſen of peace: nothing can A 
coneile us unto death, Fat tha that which makes it de- 
firable to depart, and gain to die; and this 1s owing, 
wholly owin * to him who died for tis, that whether 
we wake or , we ſhould hve together with e 
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Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile him 
to death, fo much, as a believing view of the LORD's 
CHRIST. Seeing GO D made fleſh; ſeeing him as 
his own SAVIOUR; he was enabled not only to 
acquieſce i in the ſummons, but to welcome it as a de- 
liverance.— He was enabled to ſay with compoſure, 
and complacency, LO RD, now letteſ? thou thy fervant 
22285 in peace Not becauſe I am weary of this im- 
ect ſtate; not becauſe I am perfect in divine love; 
but becauſe. mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. — Though 
you may not like to imitate a Jeu, I moſt heartily wiſh 
for myſelf, Let me die the death of this moſt 3 
— and let my latter end be like his! 
I you ſtill perſiſt in your opinion, that nothing can 
reconcile you to diſſolution like the imagined perfection 
of your love, not the blood, by whath the faints over- 
came; not the righteouſneſs, by which they reign in 
life ; not the grace and power, which have ſwallowed 
up death in rH; I muſt then caution you to take 
2 „or attempt to croſs the river, in 
the 25M vain confidence. You have abridged, if I 
miſtake, not, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, therefore can be 
at no loſs to underſtand my meaning. 

One clauſe, I aid, but I correct myſelf. There i is 
another, ſo very extraordinary, that you might juſtly 
charge me with inattention little ſhort of ſtupidity, if 
I ſhould: paſs it over without notice. Theſe are the 
words, — If we were perfect in piety, (St John's word 
* is perfect i in love), we ſhould ſtill be encompaſſed 
« with infirmities, and hable to miſtakes, from which 
&« words. or actions ht follow, even though the 
% heart was all Ove, aich were not exactly right.” 
This is ſtrange! wondrous ſtrange indeed! Perfect, 
yet 8 with infirmities! Perfect, 2 
doing actions, and ſpeaking words not exactly 
& right!“ You are as ſingular in your idea, as you are 
ſtrenuous. for the dactrine of perfection. I know not 


any Proteſtant” writer that pretends to maintain. the 
latter, 
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latter, yourſelf only-excepted ; and as to the former, 
I think it could never enter into the head of any thing 
* but Mr Weſley's only. Perfect, © yet encom- 
paſſed with infirmities, is juſt as ſound divinity, 
as true, yet addicted to lying, is ſound morality. _ 

This is not the worſt property of your notion of 
2 that it is abſurd and ſelf-contradictory. A 
en 


timent may be abſurd, yet not very pernicious. But 


this is an error of the moſt malignant kind. This was 
at the bottom of the Phariſees pride, and ſpirited: them 
on to ſeek juitification by the works of the law. They 
knew full well, that their obedience was not com- 
plete, it did not come up to their ſacred and exalted 
ſtandard; but they had learned to ſoften and extenuate 
their diſobedience, into matters ©. not exactly right.“ 
—This is the cauſe, why people profeſſing Chriſtia- 
nity, ſee no form or comelineſs in CHR/ST, fo as 
to deſire him, with deſires that cannot be uttered. Tis 


true they are not perfect, they often offend; — but then 


the offences are only human infirmittes ; words and 


actions not exactly right.“ With this, which is 


indeed * the ſyren ſong,” they lull their fouls into 


an inſenſibility of their ruined ſtate, and a diſregard 
of the all ſufficient REDEEMER. | 

. Curſed (ſays the law) it every one, that continueth not 
in all things, whether they be | 
will you regard that as a. mere inſirmity, and conſiſt- 


ent with perfection, on which the divine law denoun- 


ces a curſe? which the divine law threatens with all 
miſery here, and with everlaſting vengeance hereaf- 


ter? The apoſtle would probably chaſtiſe the author 


or abettor of ſuch a conceit, in the following man- 
ner: „ Wilt thou know, O vain man, that what 


thou calleſt a matter * not exactly right,” is moſt 
* horribly odious in the eye of G O D infinite pu- 


« rity ; deſerves eternal death in the eſtimate of his 


infinite juſtice ; and could never have been pardon - 
0 . 1: Sad. | 


Vol. IV. Ne 18. 


t or ſmall.— And 
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« ed but by the atoning death of his infinitely-ma- 


« jeltig Som?”? --:; | 

« Encompaſſed with infirmities, yet the heart all 
c love! Words and actions not exactly right, yet the 
4 man all perfection! Theſe are all oxes which; 
T never ſaw equalled, only in the writings of ſome 
high-flown Papiits. Mr We/y's words are not far 


from a tranlation they are, to a nicety, the ſenſe of 


thoſe very offenſive paſſages which I meet with in a 
couple of Popiſh zealots. Andradius, interpreter of 
the council of Trent, writes thus; „* Vemalia pec- 
« cata tam ſunt minuta et levia, ut non adverſentur 
“ perfectiom charitatis, nec impedire poſſunt per- 
« fectam aut abſolutam obedientiam.”” — Lindenus, 
another champion for the ſame bad cauſe, expreſſes 
himſelf in a more elegant, but in no leſs ſhocking 
a manner. © Levicula vitiola lapſuum quotidia- 
4 norum, aſpergines et nævulæ ſunt: quz per ſe 
e non maculant et contaminant, ſed quaſi pulviſ- 
tc culo leviter aſpergunt vitam Chriſtianam: ut ni- 
« hilominus tamen per ſe ſint perfecta, et undique 
« immaculata renatorum opera in hac vita.” — If 
Mr Meſley pleaſes to confider theſe I hope, 
he will be induced to alter his phraſe, and recti 

his notions.—If he - pleaſes to tranſlate theſe es, 
his followers may have an opportunity of ſeeing, 
how nearly he approaches to wow of the worſt er- 
rors of Popery; and may hence be admoniſhed not 


Venial fins are fo minute and trivial, that they do not 
oppoſe the. perfection of our love, nor can they hinder our o- 
bedience from being abſolutely perfect. | 

7 The little trifling faults which are owing to our daily lips 
or miſtakes, are like ſpecks, or almoſt imperceptible moles up- 
on the body, which of themſelves do not ſtain or defile : but 
as it were, with ſmall particles of fine duſt, lightly ſprinkle 
the Chriſtian — foo _ nevertheleſs the works of the rege- 
nerate may be emfelyes- perfect, and in all ref; imma- 
culate, even in this life, wy 
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to imbibe, without due examination, his doctrines ; 
nor ſubmit, with an implicit credulity, to his dictates. 

* The charges of the law are all anſwered.” —At 
this ſentence Mr Ne 
lion is aid to laſh himſelf into rage, ſo my objector 
ſtirs himſelf up into a 


text, to awaken ſuch a flame of zeal. If Mr Weſley. 
had underſtood 4/7 
6f his diſcourſe, 3 would have been no room for 
bringing Count 
making that injurious concluſion, Then neither GOD 
no man tan klaim any obedience te the law. —This 18 
what Aſpafio means: The claims of the law, as a cove- 
hant of works ;—the claims of the law, as being the 
condition of life and glory ;—the claims of the law, 
as requiring perfect obedience on pain of eternal death; 
theſe claims are all fatisfied by our moſt blefſed and 
gracious SURETY.—H not, they are ſtill incumbent 
upon us, and upon every child of man. A burden 
this, which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear, 
which, heavier than the fands of the fea, would have 
ſunk us all into the nethermoſt hell —This doctrine; 
therefore, is not Antinoman/m without a maſk; 
but it is the dodrine of righteouſne/s without works *, 
and of juſtification without the deeds of tht law +. 

«© Then neither GO D nor man can claim. any obe- 
& dience to the law.” Yes, GOD Almighty. may, 


ind G OD Almighty does claim our obedience to the 


law; as a rule of life, he r uires a conformity to ity 
precepts, as to the image of himſelf; he demands 3 


performance of its duties, as the means of hringing 


lo to his name, and payi ſubmiſſion to his aus 
rity. . And none will be fo readily diſpoſed, none 
will be ſo effectually enabled, to 


Rom. iv. 6. 


17 Rom | n. Mi. 28. 78 


2 obegience 


is highly offended. As the 


| a graceful indignation ; ſtirs im- 
e for there is nothing in the paſſage, or in the con- 


„ according to the whole tenor 


inzendorF * 29 the carpet, nor for 
0 


the whole law, 


as thoſe wha ſee themſelves made-nghteous by the: 
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obedience of CHRIST, who are thereby delivered: 
from that tremendous curſe, denounced on all un- 
godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. 

Aſpaſio thus exhorts his frĩend, Let me deſire you 
to imagine, rather may the blefled SPIRIT enable 
you to believe, that your fins are expiated, through 
the death of FESUS CHRIST; that a righteouſ- 
neſs. is given you, by virtue of. which you may have 
free and welcome acceſs to G OD.—< This is not 
&« ſcriptural language, ſays Mr We/ky. Therefore it 
cannot be ſound doctrine, is his way of arguing. 
Harmleſs enough Lmuſt own. But what follows is not 
quite ſo modeſt. I would fimply fay ;” and ſurely 
what I would ſay, mult be wnexceptionably right: This 
is the coneluſion we are to make; otherwiſe what 
you allege, is of no weight at all. — IL would ſimply 
« ſay, By him we have acceſs to the FATHER.” 
his is, beyond all objection, proper.—It is taken from 
the apoſtle, and it includes what Aſpafio expreſſes.— 
The apoſtle's language is the ingot of gold; Aſþaſic's 
ſentiment is a thread drawn, or a leaf beaten from it. 
Methinks, before I diſmiſs this topic, I would deſire 

on to turn back a moment, and reconſider what you 
Re affirmed.— Your fins are expiated, is not this 
ſcriptural language 
ſion of the apoſtle ? E. naruodz! rac auaphas. ve nv. © To 
« make expiation for the ſins of the people *,”—A 
righteouſneſs is er Jou, is not this the ſcriptural 
way of ſpeaking! © They who receive the gift of 
« righteouſneſs, hall reign in liſe. — By which yau 
& have free acceſi to G;“ is not this both the dia- 
lect, and the doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? „We 
&« have acceſs with confidence (not through our punc- 
« tual performance of any conditions, but) through 
the faith of him;“ by a fiducial reliance on our 


td eb. i. 17. Fic ro ae. Ad expiare, i. e. ut expiaret 
geccata papuli, gu 5us expiatis, Deus n bis redderetur propitius. 
3 | > LORD's 
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LORD's moſt precious obedience, blood, and mo- 
rit. <a 
« 1 have ſeen ſuch terrible effefts of this unſcriptu- 

« ral way of ſpeaking.” Here Ifancy you lip into 2 
little miſtz&e; you forgot the diſtinction between the 
ſe, and the abuſe of a doctrine, a diſtinction which you 
can eaſtly make on ether occaſions. You have doubt- 
leſs ſeen people, who uſe the moſt ſcriptural way of 
ſpeaking, yet act unſuitably to their language ; what 
reflections aroſe in your mind, and what 1nterence did 
you draw upon obſerving ſuch an inconſiſtency? Jou 
ſaid perhaps, *. Their voice ĩs Jacob's voice; but their 
hands are the hands of 1 it appears, that 
they are hy pocrites. hey pretend one thing, and 
ba 1 or 20 thier MAbs the ſame reflection. and 
draw the Gags inference, when you hear people talk- 
ing af imputed eee yet ſee them loofing the 
reins to ungodlineſs; then you will be conſiſtent with 
yourſelf, and with truth; aſcribing the terrible effects, 
not to the wholeſome doctrine, but to the whated _ 
mind. ed. A Ada {Abu 
Where ſin abounded, c. Mr Weſley rejects Aſpaſi!'s 
interpretation of this text, and offers one of his own; © 
one, which he had given us a little while ago; and 
now ſerves a ſecond time, without any confiderable va- 
ration, at our table. fhall only refer the reader to 
page 1 50. where he will find this text conſidered, and 
Mr Weſley's expoſition canvaſſed. | 1 
In this and the two following paragraphs yon find 
fault with the e imputed; yet you ſay, Con- 
cerning the thing there is no queſtion.“ You would 
de diſcard that particular form of expreſſion; yet you 


add, “ As to the doctrine we are agreed. en, ac- 
gb cordin g to your own confeſſion, att theſe 2 objec- - 
ur tions are a mere ſtrife of words. .Surely ſuch à man 


3s Mr Weſley ſhould know how to make a better ufe 

ret of pen, ink, and paper, than to litigate about letters 
_ and ſy llables.—If * myſelf contending only 
"#5 5 + Lo 3 ! about 
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about the maſt preciſely proper form of expreſſing the 
ſarne thing, I ould be aſhamed of my employ, and 
would this inſtant lay down my pen; whereas I ap- 
prehend, that we are not agreed as to doctrine, that 
there is a material and very wide difference between 
My opinion, or rather, my Faith is, that our 
OR D's obedience to the moral law in profeſſed 
ſubmiſſion to its authority, and in exact conformity to 
its precepts; his performance of all holy duties, and 
1 his exerciſe of all heavenly graces, that all this is a 
on eſſential and diſtinguiſhed part of his merit, that 
this i is of higher di ity and greater value than the 
whole world, #4 4:4 he righteouſneſs in it.— That 
the divine law i 15 12 more ſignally honoured, than 
it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted o- 
bedience of Adam and all his poſterity.— That GOD's 
Juſtice, holineſs, truth, receive greater glory from 
theſe unparalleled acts of duty, than from all the ſer- 
vices of _ and men in their ſeveral wonderful 
orders; that this active righteouſneſs, together with 
his moſt meritorious ſuferrn 5 are the ground and 
cauſe of my; acceptance with G OD, are the very 
thing which procures and effects my juſliication, ma- 


king me not barely agquitted from guilt, but truly 


righteous, yea, pertealy righteous, and that before 
the GOD of infinite penetration and purity.— This 
is a view of the doctrine, incomparably magnificent 
and inexpreſſibly comfortable. If you agree with your 
friend in all theſe particulars, ſpeak and write con- 
formably to ſuch agreement; then you will never a- 
gain hear from him. in this manner, neither will he 
receive any more ſuch favours from you as the letter 
now under conſideration ; then we ſhall be perfectly 

joined together © in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 


3. ind 

- Nt) Dis union Li I fear, is not ſo eaſily to be effect - 
AA ſtill inſiſts and ſtill urges, The au- 
« thority, of dur church * 4% pleads) and of 
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ti thaſe eminent divines (whoſe teſtimony , 4% i al- 
« leges), does not touch thoſe particular =_ of 
« expreſſion. — Juſtification through imputed righ- 
teouineſs, or being made righteous through the obe- 
dience of CHRIST, I ſuppoſe are the forms of ex- 
preſſion intended. Theſe, it ſeems, none of the quo- 
tations confirm, e/tabliſh, no, nor touch, in Mr We/ley's 
opinion at leaſt ; but I am inclined to hope, that the 
generality of readers will be of a different perſuaſion, 
and allow that the quotations and the expreſſions 
touch and reſemble one another, as much as the wings 
of the cherubim in the ancient ſanctuary “. a 
Does not touch.” No! not yet? Then we muſt 
have recourſe tc ſome other authority; and ſuch a one 
I have at hand as you —_ — 3 or even 
with to gainſay; 1 mean the authority of Fobn Weſley, 
M. A. who — in his — 4 the (exe 
Teſtament—< This is fully conſiſtent with our being 
« juſtified by the imputation of the righteouſneſs ot 
«< CHRIST,” Now I ſhall only remonſtrate, in 
imitation of the apoſtle ; 4 It thou thyſelf uſeſt this 
« phraſe, why wouldſt thou compel others to lay it 
« aſide? Or, why art thou diſpleaſed with others, 
for a practice which thou alloweſt in thyſelf? 
. Surely you will not ſay, imputatien of righteouſneſs 
is quite a different thing trom imputed righteouſneſs; — 
Does not the former evidently include the latter? 
Can there be a tion of pardon, without a 
pardon proclaimed ? Can there be the purchaſe f 
an eſtate, without an eſtate purchaſed? or the. ĩimpu- 
tation of righteouſneſs, without a righteouſneſs im- 
puted ? It others ſhould affect ſuch ſubtile and ſelf- 
deluding evaſions, Mr Weſley cannot, Me Weſley. muft 
not, he has precluded bimſelf; nay, he has, with his 
own mouth, given 2 verdict againſt himſelf. Is it 
* Both the cherubims were of one meaſure, and one fize: 
and their wings touched one another in the midſt of the houſe; 
i Kings vi. 25. 27. 7 £6 EE 
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not recorded in thoſe lines, ſubjoined to your cha · 
racter of a methodiſt? 


Let faith and love combine 
To guard your valiant breaſt ; 
The plate be righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and impreſt. 


This imputed righteouſneſs was once a delightful theme; 
ſong in the houſe of your pilgrimage. Why is 
it now a burthenſome ſtone, which you would fain 
ſhake off from yourſelf and others? Are you become 
rich 1n yourſelf, and 1 with goods of hour own 
acquiring? We know full well for what reaſon the 
phraſe and the dedrine are rejected, exploded, and re- 
proached by the Remr/b ſuperſtition, becauſe they diſ- 
play, in the brighteſt light, the beauty of FREE Grace. 
They hold the door againſt all kind of human merit; 
they cut off every, the moſt diſtant pretenſion for 
ing in man, and refer all the honour of ſalva- 
tun to FESUS CHRIST alone. Admit juſtifi- 
cation through the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
and the bulwark, or the main pillar of Popery, 
falls to the ground; while a ſolid foundation is laid 
for that triumph and gratitude, expreſſed in the in- 
ſpired hymn, Let us be glad and rejoice exceedingly, 
—_— the honour (all the honour) 0 HIM. 
| erighteouſneſs of G O D, ſigniſies the righteouſ- 
neſs which GO D- man wrought out. No;” ſays 
Mr Wefey. Tour reaſon, Sir, for this negative? A 
child may deny ; a man of judgment will diſprove.— 
Does not Mr 'We/ey diſprove, when he adds? © It 
* fignifies G O D's method of juſtifying ſinners.” — 
_ Juſt as forcibly as the © Jews diſproved the Meſſiah- 
* thip of FESUS of Nazareth, when they cried, 
& Thou the MESSIAH! No; thou art a Samaritan, 
« and haſt a devil.” What they leged wanted a 


proof, altogether. as much as what they denied. 
3 * Rev, xix. 7. | | 
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What Mr Neſey here —_— thread-bate objection, 
already conſidered, and y confuted. Yet, fince 
it relates to a point of the utmoſt moment, and that 
which is the main hinge of our controverſy, I ſhall 
not be deemed officious, if, as the ſhot has been once 
2 diſcharged, I once again lift up my ſhield a- 
ginnt 5011 | | "oi ne . 
be righteouſneſs of G OD ſigniſies GO D's 
method of juſtifying ſinners.“ We have already 
ſhewn, how low an interpretation this is; how inſipid 
m itſelf, and incompatible with the current language 
of ſcripture: on the other hand, how ſublime and 
conſolatory is the ſenſe which Aþafio gives! Arrigh- 
teouſneſs, which GOD HIMSELF has provided 
without any co-operation from his creatures :—The 
righteouſneſs of that moſt exalted, yet moſt conde- 
ſcending SAVIOUR), who is GOD and man in 
one CHRIST ; à righteouſneſs, dignified with all the 
perfections of the GODHE AD, therefore-worthy 
to be the comfort, the joy, the never- ceaſing boaſt of 
his people; and ſufficient, infinitely ſufficient, to fave 
even the moſt vile, the moſt baſe, the moſt deſperate · 
ly ruined ſinners. 7 et K 20 M 
Ibis is a righteouſneſs, as much ſuperior to all hu- 
man attainments, to all angelic accompliſhments, as 
the heaven of heavens is higher than a clod of the 
valleys.— This is à righteouſneſs which could never 
have entered into the heart of man or angel to con- 
ceive, but will be the cauſe of their admiration, and 
the ſubject of their wonder to endleſs ages. This ſenſe 
fully accounts for thoſe 3 * „ = 
het, when ſpeakin he all- ſurpaſſing gift, he 
— addreſſes his — Reæfoice greatly, O. 
daughter of Zion; out, O daughter of Feruſalem ; be- 
Lol thy King cometh unto thee ;—be is righteous, and 
having ſalvatian. .. He is completely righteous. in bis. 
nature, has fulfilled all righteouſneſs. in his life and, 
death, and has thereby obtained for —_— 


of 
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don, a finiſhed falvation, a ſure title to eternal glory. 
—— This accounts for thoſe more rapturous expreſſions 
of the ſacred writers, when, in the fervour of their 
gratitude, they call upon the whole creation to cele- 
brate the goodneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH. 
Sing, O ye heavens, for the LORD hath done it; ſhout, 
ye — parts of the earth : break forth into ſinging, ye 
mountams ;* O foreſt, and every tree therem, far the 
LORD hath (in his own perſon, by his own obedi- 
ence and ſufferings) redeemed Jacob, and glorified (not 
human abilities, not human works, but) himſelũ, and 
his own righteouſneſs, in the reſtoration of el &. 
In ſhort, this is a righteouſneſs, which exalts GOD's 
juſtice; which magnifies the law, diſplays all his aw- 
ful and amiable attributes in their fulleſt luſtre. — To 
contrive it, was unſearchable wiſdom ; to beſtow it, 
1s — —— anſwers, in the qr 
manner, e grand and gracious purpoſes both o 
G Q-D's glory and of man's ſalvation, True goſpel 
this! glad tidings indeed! an expedient for our reco- 


. xliv. 23. Should any one fay, Is this the ſenſe of the 
pher ? I aſk, Is not this the fulleſt, grandeſt, divineft ſenfe ? 
s it not a ſenſe perfectly true? Is it not warranted by the go- 
ſpel-revelation ? Is it not demanded by that declaration of our 
SAVIQUR; They (the ancient ſcriptures) teftify of me Some 
writers, I am aware, interpret this and other fimilar paſſages, 
withour taking in the unſpeakable bleſſings of CHRIST and 
his grace. But theſe interpreters ſeem to act a very injudici- 
ous, and no leſs unfaithful part. I will ſuppoſe them expound- 
mg and illuſtrating that great command of creating power, 
Let the earth bring forth graſs, and the herb yielding ſeed — 
Will they model; their expoſition, or fetch their iltaſtration 
from what appears 
oember ? Surcly, if they have any taſte or judgmevt, they will 
form their comment, by the fertility, the plenty, the unhauoded 
luxuriancy of April and May, There is much the ſame dif- 
ference between the righteouſneſs of an incarnate SAVIOU 
and all other gifts of divine goodneſs, as there is between the 
vegetable productions of the vernal, and the almoſt total ſterility 
of the wintry months. een e ee HIER 
82 4 very 


on the ground in the harren mouth of He- 


r Hoe. oerl 
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very greater than our hearts could wiſh, We may 
truly ſay, while meditating on this gift of conſum- 
mate righteouſneſs ; Where ſin has abaunded, grace bas 
much more abounded. The bricks are fallen down, but 
the moſt glorious * of our breaches has built 
with hewn ſtone, Well might the apoſtle, having 
this ſupremgly-excellent righteouſneſs in his view, 
look down with the moſt fovereign contempt. upon 
every other (cauſe of) confidence ; upon every other 
object of truſt ; and reckon them dreſs and dung. 
Well might he declare that he would, never be aſha- 
med of the goſpel, in which is this trauſcendently- 
noble righteouſneſs, in all its magniſicence, riches, and 
glory. N . 
Do you thiak me rather too warm upon the ſubject? 
Let me once again remit, you to St Chry/oſtem ; read 
his expoſition, of that charming ſentence, The righ- 
teeuſneſs of GOD, ne, c. This venerable father of 
the C . ſpeaks the thing as it is. He does not 
mingle our wine with water, but gives vs the genuine 
truth, and triumphs becauſe of the truth. - 
Ide doctrine of an imputed righteouſneſs feems to 
have been typically taught, by the remarkable man- 
ner of clothing our parents. All they could do 
tor their own recovery, was like the patched and beg- 
garly mantle of fig-leaves ; this they relinquiſh, and 
G OD himfelf furniſhes them with apparel ; animals 
are ſlain, not for food, but ſacriſice; and the naked 


_ criminals are arrayed. with the ſkins of thoſe laughs 


tered beaſts.— The vidims figured the expiation made 


by CGHRIST's death, the claat hing typified the impu- 
tation of his righteouſneſs. That does not appear,” 


cries. Mr Weſley. Aſpaſio has produced an authority 
from the famous Millon. I could reipforce it by ano- 
ther from the elegant Witfaus, If you are not fatigfied 
with either, or both theſe teſtimonies, I will give you 
a reaſon for the ſentiment The victims moſt properly 
ſhadowed forth the expiation of guilt, by the Re- 


e's 
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- deemer's blood; becauſe it is the peculiar end of fa- 


crifice, to make atonement for ſins ; the cloathing moſt 


inently denoted the Saviour's righteouſneſs, which 


is deſcribed, both by the prophet and the apoſtle un- 
der this very image—He hath covered me with the robe 
of righteouſneſs, ſays the prophet Iſaiah, The fine linen 
which arrays the bride of the Lamb, 7s the 
teouſneſs of the ſaints *, —ſays the beloved diſciple, It 
is ike a royal veſture, or a rich ſuit of apparel, upon 
all them that believe, adds the apoſtle Paul. The im- 
8177 reader, I promiſe myſelf, will allow theſe paſ- 

ges, if not to be abſolutely deciſive, yet to have 
ſomewhat more weight, "than that atom in your ſcale, 
This does not appear.” As for ſanctification, this 
may very reaſonably rank among the effects of being 
cleanſed by the blood, and adorned with the righ- 
. teouſneſs of CHRIST. . Theſe bleſſings produce peace 
of conſcience, and love of G ON. * Juſt as commo- 
dious cloathing produces warmth, and promotes health. 
And what is love of G O D, but holineſs of heart in 
the ſeed, and holineſs of life in the fruit? 
As this (the nature of true N is a matter of 
the laſt importance; is a point, on which multitudes, 
1 fear, are miſtaken ; 1 will leave it uppermoſt in your 
thoughts, in the reader's, and in thole of, Rev. Sir, 
D 

* Rev. xix, 8. Ts , being in the plural number, I 
think may be tranſlated, ſuſtit ia omnibus numeris abſoluta, A 
tighteouſneſs of all kinds, and all degrees, or comprehending 
every kind, and defective in no degree. Would you ſee the 
beauty of this fine linen, or the wardrobe in which it is de- 
*poſited,, conſult . xIv. 24. Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. II. * pag. 
68.. Sc, where the paſſage is explained, with copiouſneſs and 
particularity ; O! that it was alſo explained whh a propriety 
„6777. 
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E are now entering g upon 2 new province. 
Our buſineſs will be chiefly of the phtlotogical 
kind. We ſhall treat principally 0b <vords. © But as 
they are the words which the HOLY GHOST 
teacheth, they are like the combs erected in yonder 
hive. Not empty ſyllables, made only for ſound; but 
rich with divine ſenſe, and full of che honey of the 
goſpel, replete with the manna of heaven. May this 
pen be, to the reader, like Jonathan's rod, 4 
dipt in the delicious juice, it enlightened” bit "eyes, re- 
freſhed his ſpirits, and cheared his heart! 
« Almoſt every text,” you are pleaſed to hs, 
« quoted in this and the followin _— 
« of that particular form of , (imputed righ- 
“ 'teouſneſs), is diſtorted above agrees 5 the plain, 
* obvious meaning, which is pointed ont by the con- 
text. —Let us examine theſe abuſed and diſtorted 
texts, in order to difcover, from whence the misfor- 
tune r Ma ppened; how the violence was done; 
Mr We or by Aſpaſuw's tongue. 
e firſt is 7 Kom ide Ee Fob, Which; as it is 
tly venerable for its wn ef and ſingularly to 
be 0 ed for its importance, I ſhall beg leave to 
— — e. -A ſinner is deſeribed, lying under 
2 dangerous ſickneſs; and brought, by the force of his | 
diſeaſe, to'the brink of the grave; by the multitude 
of his ſins, to the very borders of hell. In this de- 
lorable condition, F there be a meſſenger with him, an 
interpreter, ene F a thouſand, to. ſhew unto man his up- 
rightneſs ; then he is gracious. unto him, and ſaith, De- 
— bim from gong rag tbe. N. } 4 have Janne 4 
ranſom *. dere If 
„Job xxxiii. 23. 24. 1 Hide che rather choſen ro lay this 
whole paſſage be fore the reader, becauſe a new I 
is 
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If there be with him a meſſenger of the living GOD; 
a faithful ambaſſador of CHRIST, who may admi- 
niſter ſpiritual aſſiſtance to the poor afflicted creature. 
An interpreter, who. knows bow. to. open the ſcrip- 
tures, and rightly to divide the word of truth; who 
is a preacher of righteouſneſs, and can properly ap» 
ply the word of grace. — This is not every one's ta- 

at ; nor within the compaſs of every man's abilities, 
He is ene of à theuſand, to whom G85 hath given 
the tongue of the learned; enabling him to ſpeak 2 
word in — 1 the conn of ob rel] * 
tive patient. — To unto man his uprightneſs ; that 
is, fays Mr We/ley, © to convince him of G 855 ju- 
ſtice, in ſo puniſhing him.“ | 

But is this the inſtruction, which ſuch a diſtreſſed 
ſufferer wants? Is this the wordof reconciliation, which 


every true miniſter, in ancient times, did preach, and in 


latter times does preach? Or is there any need of 2 
choice inſtructor, one killed in the counſel of GOD, to 
teach what the commantthRates of reaſon demonſtrate? 
In this interpretatiogy I can neither diſcern the true 
critic, nor the clear er, nor the ſound divine. 
Not the true critic. He would acknowledge; that 
the antecedent in this clauſe m SIR, is not 605, 


but man. To man therefore, if we 1 


tical propriety, the pronoun his muſt 

is given to the word meſſenger. Here, it is ſed to denote 
a faithful and ſkilful miniſter of the goſpel. ' In the dialogues 
it is ſuppoſed to deſcribe our LORD FESUS CHRIST 
himſelf. I ſcarcely know, which ſenſe to prefer, Perhaps, both 
may be included, the author, as well as the inſtrument, of 
comfort to the fick and finful man.—However, the point in 
debate between Mr Weſley and Aſpaſio, is not affected by the 
different application of this word. Mis uprights according 
to either expoſition, may ſignify the MESSIA Hs obedience 
and ſufferings; muſt ſignify theſe things ; provided theſe 
are the only juſtifying righteouſneſs of a ſinner ; the only 
way of obraining the divine favour, and removing every 


evil; 
Not 
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Not the clear reaſoner ; he would obſerve the emphaſis 
of the ward then *. Implying ſome diſcovery, or 
ſome conviction, in conſequence of which, deliver- 
ance from death enſues, or with which it is connect - 
ted. Can this be a diſcovery or a conviction of GOD's 
juſtice, in puniſhing him? No verily. — Much leſs 
therefore can I diſcern the ſound divine. He knows, 
and affirms conſtantly, that this is the conſequence of 
the MESSIAH's righteouſneſs alone; which, being 
imputed to the ſinner, becomes, for the bleſſed pur- 
poſe of juſtification unto life, bis fy, 
. * Verſe 24. 19 
+ © The uprightneſs,” ſays Mr Caryl, © chiefly intended here, 
„is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, in and by which we are 
«« reconciled to and made one with GOD. We never ſee 
t where our uprightneſs is, till we ſee there is nothing that 
makes us ſtand upright in the court of heaven, but only 
„ CHRIST our righteouſneſs, —This is the great duty of 
the meſſengers and interpreters of CHRIST, to declare 
* to man this righteouſneſs for his uprightneſs. And char 
hence it is (as Elihu ſpeaks) that GOD is and will be gra- 
« cious unto him.” g | 
Mr Caryl, in expounding the book of Fob, has acquitted 
himſelf like a maſter in 1/rael. His thoughts are beautitul and 
animated, His criticiſms are corre& and judicious. His lan- 
guage, confidering the time in which he wrote, is remarkably 
pure and ſtrong. His doctrines are truly edifying, becauſe, 
generally ſpeaking, they are ical. What is a very ne- 
ceſſary, but very difficult taſk, in explaining this part of icrip- 
ture, the connection of the ſentiment is diſcovered, the bear- 
ings and dependencics of che argument are pointed out; and 
the tranſitions from one paſſage to another, ſhewn to be, nor 
wild and diſorderly, but juſt, regular, and graceful. - 
The only fault attending this work, is prolixity. I wiſh ſome 
kkilful hand would, by rendering it leſs copious, render it 
more uſeful. I cannot but think, it might be a profitable em- 
ploy for young ſtudents: in divinity, - to exerciſe themſelves in 
abridging Mr Caryl, Dr Ouen upon the Hebrews, Mr char- 
nock upon the attributes, or ſome ſuch valuable, but volumi - 
nous authors, Theſe, and many other works of the ſame Ju- 
xuriant growth, would, if pur into the alembic, afford us the 
very ſpirit of the goſpe!, and the richeſt cordi als for our ſouls: 
1 So 
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\ So that A/ſpaſio ſeems to have the import of lan- 
guage, and the ſcope of the context, both on-his ſide. 
And | may venture to add, he has the conſolatory ge- 
nius of the goſpel, yet more ſtrongly pleading for his 
interpretation. It muſt yield but cold comfort, to 
tell a poor wretch, confined to the bed of languiſhing, 
and alarmed with apprehenſions of eternal vengeance ; 
but cold comfort muſt it yield, to tell ſuch a one, 
that he has deſerved all this miſery, and is juſtly pu- 
niſhed.- Whereas, to inform him of a righteouſneſs, 
ſufficient to do away all his tranſgreſſions; ſufficient 
to reconcile him, and render him acceptable, even to 
the chaſtiſing GOD; ſuſficient to obtain his deliver- 
ance, very probably from death, moſt affuredly from 
hell ; this is a reviving report indeed. This will make 
the bones, which fin and miſery had broken, to re- 
oice. a 3 
. Then, the ſinner and the ſufferer, attentive to this 


. inſtruction, and applying this righteouſneſs, is made 


partaker of pardon. GO D, the ſovereign LORD 


of life and death, is gracious unto him; and ſaith, in 


the greatneſs of his ſtrength, as well as in the multi- 
tude of his mercies, Deliver him from going down into 
the pit of corruption, as a pledge of his deliverance 
from the pit of perdition. For I have found a ranſom, 
ſatisfactory to my law, and to my juſtice. - I have re- 
ceived an atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, 
now reconciled tranſgreſſor. n 
He ſhall receive the bleſſing from the LORD, and 
righteouſneſs —This you will render holineſs. But have 
yon no Hebrew lexicon to inform you, that the word 
which ſignifies holineſs, is very different from the ex- 
preſſion uſed by the pſalmiſt? He ſays cu, where- 
as holineſs is expreſfed by p. Beſides, have you 
not obſerved, that your interpretation would betray 
the pfalmiſt into apparent tautology? He had, in 
the preceding verſes, diſplayed the dutics of practical 
godlineſs, and the graces of inherent holineſs. The 
| „ perſon 
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perſon he deſcribes, poſſeſſes the latter, and practiſes 


the former. To ſay, therefore, he ſhall receive holi- 
neſs,” when he has it already, would not ſuit David's 
correctneſs ; however it may ſuit Mr Nees fancy, 
or Mr Weſley's defign.—In this clauſe; the evangelical 
moraliſt touches upon another particular, which enters, 
as an eſſential part, into the character of a godly man; 
even the righteouſneſs which is faith; | denoted. by 
the bleſſing of pardon, and the gift of righteouſneſs. 
Take away this, and there is no acceptance with G0. 
Take away this, and the gates, mentioned in the cloſe 
of the pſalm, are unalterably ſhut. © Unlefs we are 
furniſhed with this paſſport, the everlaſting doors ne- 
ver lift up their heads. If you exclude this peculia- 
rity, the deſcription-is very imperfect, and the picture 
extremely deficient. Whereas; this adds the fini 
touch, and gives true perfection to bot. 
Several paſſages are quoted, in which the word 
occurs. Sometimes you would have it ſignify 
merey; ſometimes ui iſitation; ſometimes ſpotleſs holi- 
neſs. But what proof do I find, for eſtablithing any 
theſe fignifications ;/ which differ ſo much from one 
another, and ſtill more from the truth? Nothing but 
the cuſtomary argument, So it unqueſtionably 
© means: Now you muſt unqueſtionably know, at 
leaſt — novice in the lan knows, that the ge- 
uine native ſenſe of N is rig bteonſnet. The 
word expreſſtve of mercy, is n; neither in ſenſe 
nor ſound alike.— As to juſtification, the phraſe, never 
denotes that bleſſed effect, but the divine and merito- 
nous cauſe which produces it. 
Shall I, in this inquiry, appeal to the beſt lexicons, 
the moſt approved tranſlations, or the ableſt interpre- 
ters? No, I will refer you to the deciſion of an in- 
terpreter, © who is ſuperior to all lexicons and all 
tranſlations; I mean, the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. He tranſlates this very word, as it enters 
into the name of Me/chiſedec, And he tranſlates it, 
Vol. IV. No 18. P not 
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not mercy, not juſtiſication, no, nor helineſs, 
but righteouſneſs; even that rightcouſneſs, whoſe 
fruit is peace with G O D, and peace in our own con- 
ſcience. Now, will you play the critie upon this in- 
ſpired writer? and ſay, Unqucſtionably it Means, not 
what the apoſtle has determined; not what | 
ſupported by his authority, has adopted; but I 
be eee apy 5 
An er of our I. 's imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, a 4 had more diſcretion or more ſubtilty than 
Mr Weſtey, would have argued in this manner, © The 
« original word, I muſt confeſs, ought. to be trapſla- 
ted righteauſneſs. This is undoubtedly the princi- 
pal and leading ſigniſication of the term. But then 
the circumſtances and the context oblige us to un 
derſtand it, in the notion af merey, of holi - 
4 neſs, or of any thing elſe that ſerves our — 
This would be more modeſt and more plauſible, though 
not more juſt and ſolid, than your confident aſſertion. 
- Suppoſe we ſhould admit this what daes 
the _ thereby? Muſt he not have recuurſe 
to that noble and ble doctrine, for which we 
plead? Let the word be tranſlated mercy: Why is 
ſhewn to ſinners? Is it not on account of the 


- METCY 
righteouſneſs of their SURETY ? Let it be tranſlated 


oodneſs. Wherefore is goodneſs .cxerciſed. to rebel- 
ous men? Is it not becauſe of the ſatisfactian made 
by their crucified LORD? Render it whatever you 
icaſe, provided it conveys the idea of favour vouch 
or of the benefits conferred, it muſt terminate, 
ſtill terminate, in that grand central point, the incar- 
nation, obedience, and death of IMMANUEL. 
Zion ſball be redeemed with judgment After ſevere 
« puniſhment,” you ſay, — The Hebrew prepoſition, 
ſignifying after, is Wie. I find no trace of auy ſuch 
word in my edition of the Bible. Nou may as well 
render or interpret the 
then, if ſore other critic ſho 
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late it, before or reund about ; we ſhould have a large 
compaſs of meaning ; but where would precifion and 
exatineſs be found But why is Zion to be redeemed 
after ſevere puniſhment? Has her puniſhment any 
influence or ſway in the work of —ͤ— n? 
Does the puniſhment of man pave the way for the 
falvation of GOD? Are ſinners to wait for pardon - 
and reconciliation, till they have been ſeverely NY 
ed? This is very diſcouraging doctrine $ and, bleffed 
be G0 D, eee INT The 
goſpel fays, To. da to-day, ſinners, if ye will bear 
rice, ye fhal — ** e not tarry 
till you Live been ſeverely but this — 
believe in the CORD. JESUS, arid you fhall be 
faved. The EE 1505 bas been wounded ; 
and bruiſed in your ſtead. He has received all the 
you have deſerved.” Yea, 18a Tan- 
. as a victim, he has fuffer- 
ed double , — al your fins. — Conſidering. theſe 
things, Lam fill difpoſed taabide by Apes plain and 
obvious interpretation; not to go out of my way, in 
ſt of the brier and grieving thorn, when 
meet with roſes and lilies in the common road. 
In the LORD have I righteaufneſs. This will nat 
our critic. It muſt be through the LORD, — 


What piddling criticiſm is this, even in caſe it was 
true, and anfwered ſame fpecious 
means true. Every body knows, that the prefix 3 


end! But it is by no 


nifies ir: and every body 


but Mr Welty would 
to affert the 


Neither does it anſwer 
des the 
exalted ſenſe, and imporerithes the rich To 
have righteouſneſs in the LORD, is abundantly more 
expreſſive of 4 grace, thaw barely ta have righ- 


teouſneſs through the LORD. Mordecai had riches 


and honours through Ahaſuerus, and his royal favour; 


yy Her 1 riches and hanours in e as. her 


SPAS III got! < 
4 ka royal 
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royal huſband ; he by being a courtier, ſhe by being 
2 — 4 to the moſt magnificent monarch in the 
wo < , « > ai 
If Mr Weſley piddled in the foregoing, he flaſhes 
in the following paſſage. He aſſures us that -ohy 
means /pctleſs -balineſs. This is really a bold ſtroke in 
criticiſm... But, like many other bold enterpriſes, it 
is likely to prove, not a birth, but an abortion.— 
oy ſpotleſs! You might as well have rendered it 
taot bleſs. It has no more to do with the idea of ſpot- 
leſs, than it has to do with the idea of an ivory tooth, 
or a poliſhed tooth- pick. Literally tranſlated, it 18. 
niſies ages ; and may denote the perpetuity of this rig 
teouſneſs, and of its beneficial effects. It was from 
the beginning, it i at this day, and it wi be even 
unto. the end, mighty to fave. It is the one refuge 
and hope of ſinners, in ev of the world, and 
under every diſpenſation . of! 2 Through all 
the changes of time it has been, and through the un- 
changeable eternity it will be their chief joy, and 
their crown of rejoicing. | 

What righteouſneſs we us peace at the laſt 
day, inherent or imputed? To this queſtion Aſpaſio 
has replied, in a very explicit manner, by preſenting 
us with a pertinent extract from Biſbop Hall, and by 
commenting upon a moſt important prophecy of ¶aiab. 
In both which, all human righteouſneſs is ſet aſide, 
and our. 
SHELOH *; from him, who made peace by the 
blood ot his croſs, and whoſe name is THE PRINCE 
OF PEACE; having this heavenly bleſſing, and the 
right of conferring it, as the peculiar privilege, or 
unſhared ve of his crown. *. 

Mr We/ley is pleaſed to deny this doctrine, and to 


* Gen. xlix. 10. Schilo. Nomen Meſſi peculiare, 
Matorem. d:fignans. That is, the maker of peace, and 

the author of tranquillity, for rebellious and wretched men. 
e E aſſociate 


1 


peace is derived entirely from the glorious 
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aſſociate with the Papiſts *, in aſcribing our peace 
(and if our peace, then our ſalvation) partly to in- 
«;herent, partly to imputed righteouſneſs.“ — But 
does our church fo? Hear her own words, © We do 
not preſume to Frags to this thy table, O mercitul - 
„LORD, truſting in our own i gigs ard much 
leſs then will ſhe — to approach his jud r 
truſting in any ſuch thing. Does the apoſtle Pau do 
ſo? Hear his own proteſtation, That I may be found 
mCHRIST, not 2 mine own righteouſneſs, which 
is of the law ; which — of my perſonal obedience, 
and inherent holineſs: but having this, as the ſource 
of my peace, and. the ſtrengt my ſalvation, tbe 
righteouſneſs which is of GO 5775 by Faith ; even that 1n- 
conceivably-precious righteouſneſs, which G O.D my 
SAVIOUR wrought, and which a ſinner by fai 
receives. Did Mr-Weſ/tey himſelf always do ſo? Let 
thoſe lines bear. witneſs ; - of. which neither the poet 
nor the divine need he aſhamed. | 


My righteous ſervant, and ny 8 ON, | 
Shall each believing finer clean is 87 i 

And all who” ft wp Pabj ure their own, oo 
Shall in = x Get appear. 2 


Will that righteouſneſs give you peace, which, you 
abjure ? Or, 75 pious, * prudent, i is ĩt conſiſtent, 
to truſt in a righteouſneſs, Which you abſolately re- 
nounce? That which you abjure (a ſtronger word 
could not be uſed) you conſider, not barely as de- 
ſpicable, but as N. abominable. Whereas, that 

which gives you peace * the awful tribunal, muſt 


„The doctrine of the Papiſts, moped — 2 writer of their 
own, is; “Our confidence and hope in the day of qutgment 
* dependeth, not only upon our apprehenſion of CHRIST'S 

merits by faith, but alſo upon our conformity to CH RUST, 


in charity and good works,” The reader may ſee this pre · 


ſumption 2 and this error refuted, in Dr Fur x's anne; 
tations on the Rhemiſh 0 1 John iv. 17. uin 
— not 
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not only be excellent, but incomparably excellent 
and valuable.—See, my friend, how thine own mouth 
condemneth thee, and not I. yea, thine own lips teſtif 
againſt thee M. O! that you may return to your 25 
ſentiments, and to your firſt love 1 and no longer 
expoſe yourſelf and your doctrine, to be a by- word 
among the people. If you perſiſt in ſuch palpable in- 
conſiſtencies, who can forbear taking up that taunting 
. ma i mnfable in all br 
Ways 


® Job xv. 6, 

+ That Mr Veſley may not be aſhamed to retraft a miſtaken 
ſentiment, 1 will break the ice, and lead the way. If it be 
thameful to renounce error, and ſacrifice all to truth, I do 
very willingly take this ſhame to myſelf.— In a copy of verſes, 
which 1 formerly wrote, facred to the memory of a geacrous 
bencfaftor, I remember the following lines. 


. Our wants religv'd by thy indulgent care, 
Shall give thee courage at the dreadful bar, 
And lud the creun thou ſbalt for ever wear. _ 


2 in whatever hands „ lodged, — — 
elſe, of a like kind, may have dropt my pen, I now publicly 
diſclaim. They are the very reverſe of my preſent belle In 
which I hope to perſevere, ſo long as I have any being. 
Far be it ſrom me to ſuppoſe, that any work of mine ſhould, 
in order to create my peace; or cheriſh my confidence, be cou- 
pled uith C HH RIS Tt moſt boly aft. I ſpeak the wards of our 
church, and I ſpeak: the ſenſe of the prophet. I vil truft, and 
not be afraid. Wherefore ? Becauſe I am inherently holy ? 
Rather, becauſe G O D, ay ſatvation., GOD magifelt in the 
„ has finiſhed my tranſgreffion, and made an end of my 
fin. And in rhis- moſt magnificently gracious work will I re- 
joice.—I ſpeak agrecably to the declaration of the HOLY 
66H08 T. Fear not, for thou foalt nat be afbanied, neither 
ſbalt thou be confounded. Why? becauſe thy inherent good 
neſs ſhall prevent thy confufion ? No z but on a footing, in- 
finitely more ſolid; for a reaſon; infinitely more ſatisfactory 
Becauſe thy MAMER A is thy huſtand: The conſequence of | ©9' 
which. is, all by debts and deficiencies are upon him; all his | of 


conſummate righteouſneß is upon thee. = MY 
, DU 
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But ſtop. - A paſſage from St John is introduced, 
to ſupport this opmion. « CHRIST died for us, 
7 and Rves in us, 2 Ree ond 
« of judgment.” — That CHRIST died for us, and 
— * — ere do 
you the apoſtles, from premiſes, 
irawing yar ber. l; St Jobn, whom you quote, 
His inference is deduced: from a 
— You give us a ent of che 
a words; why don't you exhibit the golden 
bowl complete? We thall then quickly perceive, that 
it contains a more {ſweet and ſalutary draught, „ 
you have provided for our refreſhment. 
E, ere treat » yan t nuay, wa rah Xe fv Th , Kpανι 


Which we tranſlate, Herein is our Jove en 


that we may have Jin the day of j As 
re you might ha upon the origi — 

might have done at juſtly —— 

r —————ůů 
— — apts ge would have owned 
your ſervice to be ſeaſonable and important. The 
true ſenſe of * wan is with us, or with regard to MIA 
That is, G — —— — — — + 
energy and in ; GOD's 
love towards us is herein made perfect; this is its 
grand and crowhing effect, that we ſhould have, not 
n 
judgment. | 

* t John iv, 17. 


| + © Our ayamn , Cod is love. Thi! T call inimitable. No- 
ans Bo ebb yet nothing is more ſublime, For 
my 
ble 


I know not how to attempt an illaſtration of the no- 

t. It ſtrikes the mind, as light ſtrikes the eye. No 

art can — this more bright; and no paraphraſte can make 

that more delicate, mort majeſtic, more affecting.— How flat 
ſome of the fineſt things ſajd by the ancient philoſophers ; 

how flat they read, when compared with this animated ſtroke 

of divine eloquence, the reader, if he pleaſes may fee in Co x- 


TEMPLATIONS ON THE $TARRY Heavens. 


P 4 As 
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As though he had ſaid, G O D, having reconciled 
us to himſelf, by the blood of his S ON; —having re- 
newed us after his own image, by his bleſſed SPIRIT, 
teſtifying of CHRIS Tin our hearts; having carried 
us through all the dangers of life, and raiſed our bo- 
dies from the duſt of death; he crowns and conſum- 
mates all theſe moſt indulgent acts of his grace, by 
giving us an undaunted and triumphant confidence, 
at the day of univerſal audit. According to this in- 
terpretation. your on text is againſt your opinion; 
and refers this joyful aſſurance, not to our love of 
GOD, but to his love of us; not to inherent; righ- 
teouſneſs, but to free grace: | 5 7 

paſia thus tranſlates St Peter's words; Who have 
obtained lite precious faith in the 9 77 of our 
GOD. andaur SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST}. Mr 
Wefley gives us ta underſtand, that this tranſlation is 
wrong. It ſhould be faith throvgh—and not through 
the righteouſneſs, but through the mercy of our GOD 
and SAVIOUR. — He will nat allow the Greek pre- 
ſition to ſignify in; though I can prove it to 
have been in peaceable poſſeſſion of this ſignification, 
for more than two thoufand years. And the fub- 


ſtantive h mult not denote righteauſneſs, though 


it pleads, as a warrant for this weighty ſenſe, the in- 
conteſtable authority of St Paul. Give me leave to 
tell you, Sir, that I can produce a multitude of proofs, 
to overthrow your firſt puny alteration ; but produce, 
if you can, a ſingle paſſage from the whole New 


RB - Should it be ſaid, in caſe you thus interpret the firſt part 
of the text, how will it connect with what tollows ? Perfectly 
well, —And none need wonder, that we ſhall appear with fuch 
boldneſs at his coming; ſince, they cannot but obſerve, that 
as he is, ſo 
SPIRIT; we reſemble him in alt our converſation ; and 
hence it is evident, that we are one with him. 8 

+ 2 Pet. i. 1. Tes wolyuery t hagur π˙νν ir ẽ1u we De a 8 


- 
p 


are we in this world. We are actuated by his 
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Teſtament: *, to uphold your laſt daring innovation. 

Here I cannot but obſerve, you abandon your fa- 
vourite commentator Bengelius; of whoſe merit and 
excellence you ſpeak ſo highly and fo juſtly, He ſays, 
in his notes upon the place, The Tighteolkweld of 
GOD our SAVIOUR, is the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST; Which faith apprehends, and which is 
oppoſed to a man's own righteouſneſs. What is more 
ſurpriſing, you depart from your on comment; nay 
you expreſsly contradict your own comment. To 
edify the readers of your expoſition, you inform and 
aſſure them, that this phraſe ſigniſies © both the active 
and paſhye righteouſneſs?” o of C HRIST. To gain- 
lay what Aſpaſio has advanced, you more than in- 
ſinuate, that it ſigniſies no ſuch thing, but only“ the 
« mercy-of our LOR D.”—Nay, to corroborate the 
true ſenſe, and determine the words invariably-to the 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs of CHRIST, you add, 
It is this alone, by which the juſtice of GOD is 
“ ſatisfied.” If then Mr We/ley would reconcile what 
he writes in his expoſitory notes, with what he writes 
in his animadverſions on A/þa/io, he muſt maintain, 
that by the mercy of GOD —— his juſtice is iatisſied. 

* not exclaim, on — on, as you have 
too freely and not v nt done, in your letter 
to * e, 8 Exquilte nonſenſe 8 2 this I may 

1732! | venture 
S 1 iS. 4d BILL 

® The 1 riehteouſneſt of O d b, the righteoufugſs of G:0D own 
SAVIOU R, never denotes, in all the apoſtolical writipgs, 
the attribute of mercy. If it does, and Mr Weſley can make 
it appear, I will confeſs myſelf miſtaken, and thank him for. 
correcting my error. 

+ Mr Veſtey, in che abridgment of his letter to Mr Law, 
inſerted in the Preſervative from unſettled notions, has expun- 
ged this and ſome other indecently-harſh expreſſions. In fo 
doing, he has done well. Since the contemptuous.and the re 
proachful,, even when really deſerved, can have no tendency 
to confirm our argument, but to prayoke reſentment. . They, 

are 
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venture to ſay, Coutradiction, didſt thou ever know 
. — Rand, or ſo faithful a devotee? Many 
people are ready enough to contradict others. But it 
ieems.all one to this whether it be another 
or himſelf, ſo he may but contradict. 
Permit me, for a moment, ſeriouſſy to expoſtulate 
the caſe. Why ſhould you be ſa averſe to the righ- 
teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR? Why 
—— you ranſack all the ſtones of your learning and 
wledge ; nay, deſcend to nawarrantable criticiſms, 
and quite. unworthy your ſuperior abilities, in order 
to exclude this moſt glorions truth from the Bible? 
in order to exterminate this molt precious privilege 
trom the church? Attempt, if you think proper, to 
pluck the ſun from the ſirmament, to hide the light 
trom our eyes, and withdraw the air from our jungs. 
But do not attempt to rob us of what is far more va- 
luable than all theſe b by depriving us of this 
ineſtimable treaſure, the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
— Which, being a righteouſneſs immaculate, all- ſur- 
paſſing, divine, ſwallows up and annihilates our guilt; 
as the immenſe waves of the n 
and annihilate the drop of ink, that now hangs on 
the point of my pen. — Which, being a righteouineſs 
immaculate, e divine, will preſent us be- 
fore our GO D, and his angels, without ſpot 
and blemiſh; in robes more beautiful than the co- 
lours of that reſplendent bow, which 3 is bended on 
the ſkirts of cloud. 
 Therein ts revealed the uuns ß of GOD ,— 
« GOD's method of juſtifying finners“ See this 
interpretation examined, and this objection anſwered 


"We deen che law, 2s we expelt no ſalvation, 


are not the moſt promiGng means of joining vs togecher, in in 

the ſame mind and the ſame judgment; but rather cha fure 

way, to widen the breach, — —5 
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without 2 conformity to it *, namely, 
CHRIST. „ Is not this a mere quibble?” ſays 1 


Weſkey.— Quite the reverſe. Rab — dut 
ceeding ſerious and momentous truth. It is no 


ledge, has been more or leſs à violation of the law. 
By the preſent obedience? That, you cannot deny, 
$ ſhort of the ſublime requirements of the law.— By 
ome. dar er yon Well, I will ſuppoſe, that, in 
reach the very fummit of 
n the w will have much to 
of, erb eo yoke You have not 
gniſied it by à holy nature. — — 
ed it with confammate Tighteb a your 
whole heart, — — You 
not begun, oma rs CE —— 
1 perfect vonformity, to 
In this caſe, either the law muſt 
— on righteous demands, and the im- 


mutable GOD' niuſt ů—— 
creatures, or elle you can never enter into life. Un- 
loſs you renounce all ſuch impotent attempts, and ar- 
meme couceits; talk no more of it, in 
« its full extent, but betake yautſelf to CHRIST, 
* aer 
„ Fig hteoufne/s, 


— . om ah 
III. pag. — 93. There his ſentiments are more fally -ex- 
plained ; but the paſſage is not tranſcribed, on to a. 
void increaſing the fize of this Fan! Whith already (wells © 
a larger bulk than the writer propoſed. 
+ Rom. x. 8. CHRISTUS, * oft voor ws; 
juſtitiam et vitam, quam lex dart tribuens. 


nequity ; 
CHRIST is the cad of the law. r 


* 
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righteouſneſs, which its precepts demand, but which 
of man cannot perform. 

"This we eſtabliſh the law, as the coafitintiate Rand: 
righteouſneſs ; as the original condition of life; 
at moſt venerable ſyitem, with which, as 
__ As. 7 a its divine Author, there is no variabledeſs 
or ſhadow of changing. And does this method of 
ſecuring the dignity 22 the law, hinder or diſcourage 
a dutiful 2 of its commands? If not, your 
objection derived from that well - known text, Without 
ions FOE etl ID, is 4 


— —  telum imbelle fine ictu. 


If chis be the moſt rational, and the moſt ſure way of 
producing the love of G 0 D, which is the very eſ- 
ſence of true holineſs, then your objection recoils, 
and falls upon the head of your own cauſe.— Can 
there be a more powerful, a more endearing motive 
to love the I. ORD my G OD, than a perſuaſion ot 
his ineffahle love to me, in giving his dear SON, fo 
to fulfil, ſo to ſatisfy the law: on my behalf, that I am 
thereby delivered from all my offences; am veſted 
with a perfect righteouſneſs ; in on the foot of -1 
— as well as mercy, ſtand entitled to eternal l ? 
<: Though 1 believe, that CHRIS T hath lived 
and died for me, yet I would ſpeak very tenderly 
and ſparingiy of the former.” —How widely then 
does your practice differ from the apoftle's ? Ne Neliere, 
and 1 have: ſpaten, conſidently and inceſſantly, 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. No, ſays Mr We/tey, 


righteouſueſs, and giving char life, which the law ſhews, and 


ſhews the — but neither itſelf gives, nor can eqghle us | 


to acquire. ＋ bet. 
(CHR / ST * 5. faith St. Ade oft legit Lale, ae 8 


et perſicient. The ceremonial law he has ſlain, and taken out 


of the way. The moral law he has fulfilled for us, and we in 


him. Inaſmuch as, chrough faith in his ann his obedience 
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We believe, and therefore we ſpeak tenderly and 
« ſparingly.” If you believe, that CHRIST has 
lived for you, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs in your 
ſtead, ſurely you ſhould give bim the honour: of this 
wonderful loving-kindneſs, and both preach, and talk, 
and fing of — Eid be ann Ea 
up in your bones; and you ſhould ſpeak, that your- 
3 be refreſhed, and — LORD may; * 
0 
8 But you“ fear dreadful * — * „What! ? where 
the divine holineſs fears none? and the divine pre- 
ſcience ſees none? Are you then more deep-ſighted, 
to diſcern theſe diſtant evils, than omniſcience? Me- 
thinks, I would not have ſpoken thus, unleſs I had 
been wiſer than the SPIRIT of inſpiration. Do 
you not, by cheriſhing and avowing ſuch apprehen- 
ſions, find fault with the [glorious goſpel, in which 
this righteouſneſs is revealed ? rev — as its moſt 
eminent article, and moſt 3 peculiarity ? 
— A doctrine taught, and a bleſſi ing granted and 
— betwen 17 yet not fit to be played, - incuk 


this give of our holy religion, and of our holy reve- 
lation, to an inquiring infdel ? | - | 
64 [ would never ſpeak of them (the active and paſ- 
* five righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ſeparately. — 
This inſinuates, What A/pafiodifavows ; and hat you 
cannot hint, without apparent injuſtice to his ſenti- 
ments.“ I would: ſpeak of it (the former) as ſparing- 
* ly as do the ſcriptures.” Here you appeal to thoſe 
writings, which muſt either condemn your conduct, 
or their own propriety. At your leiſure conſider the 
caſe, and you will find the dilemma unavoidable.—In 
the mean time, be ſo candid as to read a ſhort note, 
inſerted in Theron and Aſpajio, vol. Hl. pag. 115. where 
you may ſee, that the icriptures are far from ſpeak- 
ing {paningly on avi _ It is their favourite and 
* fundamental 


cated, and inſiſted on! What a contemptible idea muſt 
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fundamental topic. 
woof through 


own; their own, by wa of imputation, 
operation. is word, in 
appear abſurd, My 


F117 


Erl 
58838 SA 2er d As .. 


order to 


j 


; 


jt 


4 

- 
4 1} 

; 
1 


F 
L 
FEEEESESS3%Y Ferrer 


15 


: 5 
115 
8. S 2 


If 


_ 
6 
W # 


be himſelf committed, ruins all that ſpring from _ 


2. 
— 


8 8 2 
= 
j - & - 26 


— eres Eiern arne 


Leto. ASPASIO VINDICATED. 231 


This is the leading propoſition. Now, if the facred 
diſputant knows how to reaſon accurately, or to draw 
a concluſion juſtly, the concluſion muſt be to chis ef- 
fect; ſo likewiſe GC HR FS&F's obedience which he 
himſelf perfermed, recovers all who believe in him. 


IE 1 — — without the conſidera- 
their yr the former are made fin- 


will ſee, tha th e 

ee, that it enters not into the preſent ar- 
tation Beſides, if the gift of righteouſneſs 
the holineſs wronght in us, then we ſhalt 
a i, by mean of eral, not of an imputed 
ri by maaus of an not of a com- 
te obedicnce.—Fhem all the people of G OD wil 
not by the obedience of ON E, but each 
Wick is con- 


— reader ul ſee.*—Some 


I- A themſelves; Is not this ſpo- 
Weſley's manner ? the looſe preſumptive 


way of arguing, which you, blame in him To which 
1 am fax from: reſting my 


ſatis factory „whom ! 
ſuppoſe one of the attentive have the force of 
demonſtratian . Hear his on words, in his comment 
on this very portion of ſcripture. As the ſin of A. 
% Jam, without the fins which we. afterwards com- 
« mitted, brought us death: 4o the righteouſneſs: of 

s CARTS TH, 
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«© CHRIST, without the good works which we af- 
«© terwards perform, brings us life *.”—It is a righ- 
teouſneſs without the good works which we after- 
wards perform : therefore-it is a righteouſneſs, not 0- 
riginally our own,” but another's. It is not that 
which GO D works in us, but prior to it, and inde- 
pendent on it. If Aſpaſio had ſuborned an evidence, 
and put words into his mouth, he could not have de- 
viſed a more direct and full confirmation of his doc- 
trine, than this volunteer witneſs depoſeth;—I thank 
vou, Sir, for giving me ſo valuable an explanation of 
the giſt righteouſneſs, and its bleſſed effects. I thank 
you likewiſe for furniſhing Aſpaſio with ſo inconteſt- 
able a vindication againſt the objections of the author 
of The Peſervative. . ine n 76937 9904 

Ihe obedience of ONE, fo highly extolled by the 
apoſtle, is CHRIS T's actual ance of the 
whole law.— This you deny. I wiſh you had favour- 
ed me with your reaſons for this denial; but my wiſh- 
es of this kind are conſtantly diſappointed. However, 
I will follow our L ORD? s direction, and do unto o- 
thers, even as I would they ſhould do unto me. 1 
will give you a reaſon for my own or Aſpaſio's inter- 
pretation.— The apoſtle is treating of Adam's actual 
breach of the law. If ſo, the proper antitheſis muſt 
be CHRIS T's actual performance of the law. — In 
the following verſes he explains himſelf. Let them be 


the comment on our text, and the gift of righteouſ- 


neſs means, the righteouſneſs of ONE ; the obedience 
ef ONE. This righteouſneſs: we have in 'FESUS 
CHRIST our LORD ; all other is inherent in our- 
ſelves. Juſtification by this righteouſneſs, is alone 
conhitent with free grace; 5uſtifcation by any other, 
is (inconſiſtent with it, is) ſubverſive of it. 

Farther, as you are a critic in the Greek, you need 

* Here Mr W-:/ley fpeaks in perfect agreement with St 
Chryfoftom ; o M Th ' ale, lg. d eee, zen works 
, Tus dae. r + 2 19 7.2 
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not be informed, that St Paul uſes three ſeveral 
words, Jaap, txanrm, va. Now can you ſhew any 
paſſages, in which all theſe words are uſed to ſignify 
ſufferings or death ? Nay, can you ſhew me any 25 le 
paſſage, in which any one of them occurs in this & - 
nification ? It you cannot, what ſhadow of authority 
have you, for putting this conſtruction upon the 
words, in the preſent caſe ? what ſhadow of authority 
for ſaying, with. that unlimited confidence, CHRIST's 
« dying for man, is certainly the chief part, if not the 
« whole which is meant by that expreflion &? If 
you attend to the tenor of the apoſtle's argument, or 
inquire into the import of his language, perhaps you 
will ſee cauſe, not only to alter, but even to reverſe, 
this your poſitive aſſertion. | 
Let me ſubjoin an extract from St Chryſoſtom, ſuited 
to this and the preceding paragraph ; and worthy 
of our ſerious conſideration. From which it will ap- 
pear, that A4/paſio is by no means ſingular in his ſenti- 
ments, but ſpeaks the doctrine of the ancient church. 
Turo. cn Inu Xpigs Aν⁰x?⁴ rg Tut Bo, eng ; dt o d- 
Tos 8 aue · rafjorys wn g2y01 &79 Ts F ⁰ ae arle 
Tv J Tn» Bert e, % x) 0 Xeis Go Tos 6 able, xallys 
s Sixaurrpay 19 a7 YE pg T Stxatoauwng, mw ta Ts anf. 
2010 nu £y2pifals Ia THe 210 x ralw rs ENOE Na N 
ors ws Tele 215 12009 esp. AY ab, NS I ENOS aber U A- 
agi vs To uνν0 een ths by Tw Ts ENOE wapan]upnaly ou v 


* The obedience of one, St Chryſeſtom expounds by, we a+ 
\opborarleg. Would Mr Weſley venture to affirm, that dying 
well, not doing well, is certainly the chief thing ſignified in 
taloplorerles ? A pretty daring criticiſm this] Does not the word 
rather ſignify, a courſe of well-doing; terminated (if you pleaſe) 
in, not conſtituted by, a cortelpongent death ? | 
fue, an expreſſive word; : "[cems to denote ſuch a pro- 
curing of righteouſneſs for finners, as correſponds with the 
proviſion made, by ſome hoſpitable houſeholder, for the ſtran- 
gers who are come to be his gueſts, In which they bear no 
part, either of the expence, or of the trouble, Hesse vor rule, 
Hujus rei ſum tibi autor ; hanc rem tibi compara, Steph. The: 
ſaure in voc. 8 | * * 
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net area xs Ov eg I ENOE aua;ſnow]-, To Harsh. , 
To uu ef ENOS eie xd]arotua t wax, Fi yapro Te ENOE 
azpetoue): o I212]% iCaonues ia Ts . Y. Aba woes J 
E NOS wTazen]oua]d* x aenv, Qorip Sis Tis maptxong Ts E. 
NOE aer aunf)olot x 15 4Ihgay ot 492A x; us apica]as Te 
ENOE, 1 Har a2y1n oor lar, nas, er» x2)oplaray) 0 Tv Nu. 
1 enuery gi: Sunn ale ky, wo, wi aupraxres}]@- 7 
. law niche be follied 
at the rigbteouſneſi of t mig | in 
ws. That is, by our repreſentative, and in our na- 
ture. Amazing!“ cries Mr Weſey. But why ama - 
zing? Is not this the common import of the moſt 
common actions? Do not you and I make laws in and 


by our repreſentatives in parliament? May not every 


* Chry/oft. tom. III. pag. 71. 72. Edit. Savil. *-Adam is 2 
type of CHRIST. How? In this repect; as the former 
« was the cauſe of death to all his deſcendents, though they 
& did not (like him) eat of the forbidden fruit; ſo CHRIST 
« is the cauſe (τπ ] author, procurer of righteo:'ſmels to all 
his ſeed, though they have not (like him) been perioaally o- 
c bedient; even of that righreonſneſs, which he finiſhed for 
te us on the croſs. For this reaſon.— o aſcertain and appropri- 
& ate the honour of thus righteouſneſs to CHRIST; as a work, 
„% not wrought by us, nor wrought in us, but completed for us 
on the curſed tree. He mfiſts and dwells upon that very ob- 
«© ſervable circumſtance, One. He iterates and reiterates the em · 
© phatical word ONE. He introduces it again and again, and 
ic can hardly prevail upon himſeif to diſcontinue the repetition, 

As by ene man fin entered into the world Through the of- 
« fence of ene many be dead Not as it was by one that ſinned, 
« ſoisthe free gift The judgment was by ene to condemnation 
« —Pyone man's offence death reigned by one—As by the offence 
« of one, judgment came upon all men unto condemnation— As 
e by the diſobedience of one many were made fingers. — Thus 
ce does the apoſtle again and again introduce the word ONE, 
« and can hardly prevail on himſelf to difcontinue the repetition. 
4% That if a cu ſhould aſk, How can the world be ſaved by 
6 the well doing of one, or by the obedience of CHRIST?! i 
& You may be able to reply on his own principles, How could 
the world be condemned by the evil-doing of one, or by the 
« diſobedicace of Adam?” | 1 

| | debtot, 
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debtor, when his ſurety has given full fatisfaction to 
| the creditor, ſay, 1 have ſatished, I have paid, ia my 
b bondſman ? 
1 To invalidate this interpretation, you all that 
, the apoſtle © is not ſpeaking bere of — 2 our 
* i © juſtification, but the fruts of it.“ Among all the 
excellent things, which, in your ſtudies and in your 
" travels, you have learned ; — you never learned, 
4 that between ſaying and proving there is a wide 
fy difference? Never I meet with a perſon, who 
4 ſeemed ſo totally ignorant of this very obvious truth. 
y — Well; we muſt take your word, without proof; 
but I hope, not without — earnny « The apoſtle 
is ſpeaking of the fruit.” Is then the fulfilling of 
the law, the fruit of juſtification ? This is the firſt 
time, I apprehend, that any ſuch thing was delibe- 
rately affirmed. It is the cauſe, the adequate, the im- 
mediate, and indeed the only proper cauſe of juſtiſi- 
cation. But the fruits are of conſcience, and 
. the ſpirit of adoption, e 
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me, Sir, where due, in 
5 fignifies the fruits of j ,, and not thoſe 
demands of the law, which muſt neceffarily be fatis- 
fied before juſtification can take -place.— 
when the phraſe is corroborated by e ES 
expreſſion, «iv. An expreſſion uſed by our LOR 
concerning himſelf, and the deſign of his 
-nce Ito the world. Applicable to kim alone, who is the 
As Rnd of the aw for i hteouſneſs ; and deſcriptive of 
hu that obedience, by alone the law is 

This enge, hy: Jh , agrees with the tenor of 
the apoſtle's arguing. Not here ;“ replies Mr We. 
7 1 — en — th wha, and truce! the 
pro e apoſtle's reaſoning. He is clearing up 
ou Tae _confirmirig that great — of the goſpel, 
here is no condemnation to them that are in F ASUS 
tot, N HR IST. This, you will allow, is not the — 


Q 2 


236 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. 10. 


of juſtification, but juſtification itſelf. As this wants 
no argument to confirm it, let us proceed in our at- 
tention to the ſacred writer. There is no condemna- 
tion to thoſe who are true believers in 7E SUS 
CHRIST; who, in conſequence of this belief, walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the SPIRIT. 

Perhaps, ſome man will ſay, ' How can this be? 
fince even true believers fall ſhort. Nay, they offend, 
and therefore muſt be liable to the curſe.— For this 
reafon, they are delivered from condemnation ; be- 
cauſe the law of the SPIRIT of life in CHRIST 
FESUS, that new diſpenſation, introduced in the 
room of the old law, 506 7 the privilege of par- 
don, and the gift of the SPIRIT; in which thin 
the true life 4 real happineſs of mankind confi: 
promiſes both freely, without any works, purely on 
account of the righteouſneſs which is in CHRIST 
JESUS. And hereby this new, gracious, bleſſed 
diſpenſation, hath made me free from the law ; which 
convinced me of /in; condemned me for fin ; 3 and 
bound me over unto death. 

Theſe are glad tidings, doubtleſs ; but are they not 
attended with two —— Does not this 
procedure deprive the law of its due honour, and 
ſcreen the ſinner from his deſerved puniſhment ?—By 
no means. For that which was an abſolute impoſſibility, 
on account of the ſtrictneſs of the law, and the weakneſs 
of human nature, GO D, to whom nothing is impoſ- 
fible, has moſt wonderfully accompliſhed ; by ſending 
his own SON, in the Elen of finful fleſh, to live 2. 
mong ſinners; to come under their obligations, and 
perform the obedience demanded from them; by ſend- 
ing him alſo to be a n to be char 
with its guilt, and undergo its puniſhment. By this 
grand expedient, he has provided for the honour and 
perfect accompliſhment of the law. He has alſo con- 


demned and puniſhed in, with the _ — 
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And both theſe in the fleſh ; in that very nature which 
was guilty, diſabled, ruined. 

Should you farther alk, Wherefore is all this? To 
lay the ſureſt foundation, or make the moſt complete 
proviſion for our juſtification. That the ris $Ateouſneſe 
of the law, both its righteous ſentence and its rig 
teous precepts, whatever either of ſuffering or of obe- 
rs, being fulſilled in 
CHRIST, might be fulfilled in us; as it was all 
done in our name; and as he and we are one; one in 
civil eſtimation, for he is our Repreſentative; one in 
legal eſtimation, for he is our Surety ; one in ſocial 
eſtimation, for he is our Bridegroom. For which 
cauſe, his righteous acts are ours, and his atoning 
death is ours. 

There was a time, when 4 ou embraced theſe ſenti- 
ments ; when you had ſuch views of things; when 
ſuch language came out of your mouth, which even 
now ſtands upon record, under your own hand, See 
your Principles of a Methodiſt.” If you have for- 
gotten them, it me to remind you of them. 
« CHRIST,” you ſay, © is now the righteouſneſs 
6 of all them that truly believe in him. He for them 

paid the ranſom by his death; he for them fulfilled 
« the law in his life. So that now, in him and by 
« him, every believer may be called · a fulfiller of the 
« law.” — Since you pronounce my ſenſe of the apo- 

i eſpouſe yours * ; 
and ſo much the more readily, as it will — fa- 
gacity itſelf, to diſcern a difference between them. 
totally deny the — on u and lnacpe.””, 
Then be ſo good as to ſu a better. Or, if this 
ſhould be Tan a Gtr, at leaſt favour us with a 


 * Should Mr V ey ſay, Though I uſed theſe words, I ne- 


ver intended them for a comment on this paſſage. —If you did 
not, I imagine, the compilers of our homilies, from whom 


they are taken, did. At leaſt they regarded this text as a founs 
reaſon 
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reaſon for this your total denial. Not a word of 
either. Strange! that a man of ordinary diſcernment, 
ſhould offer to obtrude upon the public ſuch a multi- 
tude of naked, unſupported, magiſterial aſſertions! 
ſhould ever be able to perſuade himſelf, that a poſitive 
air will paſs for demonſtration, or ſupply the place of 
argument! If this be to demonſtrate, if this be to 
confute, the idiot is as capable of both as the philo- 
ſopher.—May I not cry out, in your own ſtrain? O 
how deep an averſion to the imputed righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST does this Arminian ſcheme diſcover ! ſince 
it will make a man gainſay, when he knows not why, 
or wherefore. ; 

St Paul declares, that the Gentiles who followed not 
after righteouſneſs, had attained unto righteouſneſs. Up- 
on which ,A/pafio obſerves, that the righteouſneſs here 
mentioned, could not be any perſonal righteouſneſs, 
To which Mr Weſtey replies, It was.” And to ren- 
der his reply quite irreſiſtible, a perfect thunderbolt 
In mentation; he adds, “ Certainly it was.“ 
How, Sir! did they attain perſonal righteouſneſs 
without . it? Are you becoming a Calvi. 
niſt? you that rather be an Atheiſt ? Id the 
zealot of Geneva go greater lengths? — Aſpaſo will not 
deny, that theſe Gentiles were ſanctified, as well as 
juſtified ; but he will venture to affirm, that no de- 
gree of ſanctiſication can make the perſons righteous, 
who are once become finners. CHRIST, hike li- 
jah, firſt coaſts his mantle over them; and then, like 
Eliſba, they forſake all and follow him. 

The righteouſneſs which the Gentiles attained, could 
not be a perſonal ighteouſneſs. * Certainly it was.” 
— Then it was the righteouſneſs of the law; whereas, 
the righteouſneſs which they attained, is expreſsly 
faid to be the righteouſneſs of faith. — Then it was a 
righteouſneſs conſiſting of good works and godly 
tempers. Whereas, their nghteouſneſs conſiſted in 
believing, according to the apoſtle's own explanation. 
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With the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. Then 
it was the righteouſneſs of man. Perſonal righteouſ- 
neſs and implanted holineſs paſs, in the ſcriptures, 
under that denomination, Whereas, theſe Gentiles 


ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of GOD.— If 


what theſe Gentiles attained had been a perſonal righ- 
teouſneſs, it would have been no ſtumbling- block t. 
the Jews. Even they would have fallen in with ſuch 
4 ſyſtem of religion, as ſhould aſcribe righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation to their own duties and their own deeds, 

You ſay, It was implanted, as well as imputed.” 
Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed righteouſ- 
neſs. You yourſelf uſe the phraſe. You aflirm it to 
be, if not the whole, part, at leaſt, of the apoſtle's 
doctrine. I wiſh you had been of this mind when 
you began your letter. Then you would not have 
conjured me, by all that is venerable and important, 
to 8 expreſſion, eng conveys — your 
own—thke apoſtle's meaning an meaning of the 
HOLY GHOST. 

You join imputed and implanted righteouſneſs. So, 
in caſe this addrefs to yourſelf ſhould pats through 
the printer's hand, would I join a handſome type and 
pertinent reaſoning. Yet, I apprehend, when you ſit 
down to examine the eflay, you will regard only the 
latter. — What you aſſociate, you aſſociate properly. 
The firſt is the trunk, the laſt is one of the branches 
which ſpring from it; but the apoſtle ſeems, in the 

lace before us, to be conſidering the firſt only, The 
25 he reſerves for ſome future oceaſion He is fpeak- 
ing of the righteouſneſs, by which we are ſaved; and 
that is ſolely the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
Ile is ſpeaking of the righteouſneſs, which was an 
eye-ſore and an offence to the ſelf · conceited Jes; 
and this was only theimputedrighteouſneſsof CHRIST. 
He is ſpeaking of a righteouſneſs, contradiſtinguiſh- 
ed to that righteouſneſs which is deſcribed by he that 
dot h theſe things ; and this can be nothing elſe, but 
Q 4 Bs the 
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the imputed righteouſneſs'of CHRIST. — Therefore, 
though love of GO D, and conformity to his image; 
though the pure heart, and the devout affection ; are 
the inſeparable concomitants, or rather the genuinepro- 
duce of imputed righteouſneſs; yet here they come not 
under conſideration, To force them into this paſlage, 
is to make them appear out of due ſeaſon. Such an 
expoſition may beſpeak a zealous officiouſneſs, not a 
diſtinguiſhing judgment; becaufe it confounds the 
order of the apoſtle's plan; it defeats the deſign of 
his argument, if it does not 1ntroduce ſelf- contradic- 
tion into his arguing. 
This righteouſneſs came upon the Gentiles, as the 
ormer and latter rain upon the earth. To them was ful- 
filled the word ſpoken by the prophet 1/aiah ; Let the 
ties pour down righteouſneſs. As the earth engendereth 
not the rain; has not the leaſt influence in forming, 
or the leaſt agency in procuring the refreſhing ſhowers ; 
but only receiveth them, as the mere gift of Provi- 
dence ; ſo theſe Gentiles had not the leaſt influence in 
effecting, nor the leaſt agency in procuring this righ- 
teouineſs. When the good news came into their ter- 
Titories, they were totally deſtitute of it; they were 
utterly unconcerned about it ; they knew nothing at 
all concerning it. But ſeeing it revealed in the goſpel 
| ſeeing it diſplayed, as the work of G0 D, and hear- 


ing it offered, as the gift of GO D, they were not 


diſobedient to the heavenly invitation. They believed 
the report, they accepted the bleſſing, and relied upon 
it or lite and ſalvation.— Then, as the rain coming 
demon and the ſnow from heaven, returneth net thither 
again, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud; that it may give ſeed to the Jower, and bread 
to the eater : ſo, this ineſtimable truth being admitted 
into the ſoul, CHRIST, and his righteouineſs, be- 
ing received to dwell in the heart *; all the powers 
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of intellectual nature, or what St Paul calls the inner 
man, are exhilarated, quickened, and fructified. They 
bud as the roſe, and bloſſom as the lily; they bring 
forth the fruits of inward love, of outward obedrence, 
of univerſal godlineſs. 

For inſtruction in righteouſneſs, in the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. Was there ever ſuch a comment be- 
« fore?” May I not anſwer, in your own words, 
Was there ever ſuch a method of confutation uſed be- 


fore ?—But you add, “ The plain meaning is, for 
training up in holineſs of heart and of life.” I with 


ou had thought of introducing this interpretatian, 
bis the following ſhort preface, “I take it for grant- 
by # ” You would theu have been ſure of ſaying one 
truth. — But if this does not appear plain to me, as 

ou ſee it did not to A/paſio, methinks, you ſhould 
lend me your ſpectacles, or favour me with your rea- 
ſons. 

If you * to examine the paſſage, you will find 
holinefs of heart. and life, comprehended in one of the 
preceding expreſſions. np wanton ſigniſies, For re- 
ſtoration of the man to a ſtate of moral uprightneſs; 
which muſt include a renovation of the mind, and a 
retormation of the conduct. After this comes, very 
properly, and without any tautology, very needtully, 
and to the exceeding comfort of the ſinner, anotlier 
moſt valuable property of the ſcriptures. They in- 
ſtruct the reader in the Chriſtian righteouſneſs; in the 
juttifying righteouſneſs; in that myſterious, but in- 
comparably - precious righteouſneſs, which no other 
book in the world diſplays, mentions, or ſo much as 
hints. Yet, without which, we could never ſtand in 
the judgment, never find acceptance with G O D, 
nor be admitted into the realms of glory. — If you 
reject this ſenſe, the apoſtle's character of the ſacred 
volumes 1s very defective; it leaves out what is their 
ſupreme excellence, and moſt - diſtinguiſhing 2 


rity ; what is firſt, and above all ocher things neceſ 


. 
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fary for our fallen race A traveller undertakes to 
grve an account of ſome celebrated picture-gallery, 
He deſcribes the dimenſions of the ſtructure, the form 
of the windows, the ornaments of the roof; but he 
quite forgets, at leaſt, he totally omits, the article of 
the paintings. Is this a maſterly execution of his de- 
fign ? is this ſati tothe Lenter's corlobdy? 

He Pall convince the world of righteouſneſs—** That 
I am not a ſinner, but innocent and holy.” How 
flat and jejune is this expoſition ! Nothing can be more 
fo, to my tate. —< Innocent and holy! Is tis all 
the SPIRIT witneſſes, concerning the moſt adorable 
and infinitely-deſerving SON of GOD? Does this 
come up to the inconceivable dignity of his perſon, 
and the immenſely-glorious perfection of l:is work ? 
Is this ſufficient to comfort the conſcience, ſmitten 
with a ſenſe of moſt damnable guilt, and alarmed with 
the terrors of eternal vengeance ? 

The whole clauſe contains a orm or fummary 
of evangelical truth; of that all-important truth, 
which miniſters are to teach and preach ; which the 
HOLY SPIRIT will own and accompany with his in- 
fluence; and which is thereby made the power of 
G OD to the ſalvation of the hearers.— He ſhall con- 
vince the world of fn; of the guilty and miſerable 
ſtate, in which all mankind are plunged by nature; 
and in which ev individual continues, ſo 
long as he is deſtitute of an intereſtin CHRIST, 1o 
long as ke believeth not in HIM who died upon the 
croſs, and is gone to the FA THER.—Of ige. 
neſs ; he ſhall reveal the REDEEMER's molt per- 
fet and magnificent righteouſneſs in their hearts. 
That righteouſneſs, which ſatisfies the juſtice of the 
'MOST HIGH, and brings complete redemption to 
trapſgreflors. Teſtifying, not barely, that he is in- 
nocent ; ſuch was Adam in Paradiſe : not barely that 
he is holy ; ſuch are angels in heaven. , Shall the eter- 
nal CREATOR, even after his humiliation W 
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death, have no higher a teſtimony than a ſet of mere 
creatures? Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST 
will convince the world, that CHRIS T's righteouſ- 
neſs is the grand and capital bleſſing, which the pro- 
phets foretold ; and which not only fulfils, but mag- 
nifies the law. That it is the righteouſneſs, the very 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH; and 
therefore renders every ſoul, to whom it is imputed, 
unblameable, unreprovable, complete. Glorious of- 
tice this! worthy to be the object of the almighty 
COMFORT E R's agency! in performing which, 
he adminiſters ſtrong conſolaticn.— Then he thall con- 
vince of judoment ; ſhall condemn and caſt out the 
rince of this world, introducing a moſt happy change 
into the heart and life; ſhall begin and carry on the 
work of grace, ſanctiſication, obedience; and all, 
through the joyful knowledge, together with the per- 
ſonal appropnation, of this juſtifying righteouſneis. 
That we might be made the righteouſneſs of GOD m 
him. Which cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be im- 
putatively.—This interpretation 4/paſto eſtabliſhes, at- 
tempts, at leaſt, to eſtabliſh from the tenor of the 
context, from the apoſtle's antitheſis, and from ſeve- 
ral venerable names. But what are all theſe to Mr 
Weſley? No more than the arrow and the ſpear to 
leviathan. Nay, not ſo much. That ſcaly monſter 
eſteemeth tron as ſtraw, and braſs as rotten wood. 
But Mr Weſley, caſed in his own ſelf-ſufficiency, e- 
2 all n as mere no- 
ings. He y diſregards them. Reaſon, gram- 
eee are eclipſed by his bare negative, and 
vaniſh into an inſignificancy, not worthy of notice. 
When Aſpaſio, ſupported by ſuch great authority, 
ſays, This cannot be intrinſicalhy, but muſt be impu- 
tatively; Mr Weſley, tuppo by his greater ſelf, 
replies, Both the one and the other.“ — But does 
he duly advert to the apoſtle's ſubject, or follow the 
clue of the context? The /ubjed? is reconciliation to 
| | f G OD, 


244 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Let. 10. 


G OD, juſtification before G O D, or that, whatever 
it be, which is implied in not imputing treſpaſles. 
The context intimates, that intrinſic holineſs is not yet | 
taken into conſideration, but is reſerved for the next 
chapter. There the apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, not 
to receive this 1nfinitely-rich grace of free juſtification, 
| in vain; but to ſhewits efficacy, to ſhew its excellency, | 
| and recommend it to the unbelieving world, by an un- 
blameable converſation, giving no offence in any thing. 
Juſtification then is the only point which the apo 
| in this paſſage, confiders ; and juſtification is the fruit 
| of imputed righteouſneſs ſolely, not of inherent righ- 
| teouſneſs in any degree. This we mutt allow, unleſs 
we prefer the impoſitions of Trent, before the confeſ- 
ſion of our church. © Faith fays unto us, It is not I 
« that take away your ſins, but CHRIST only; 
and to him only I ſend you for that purpoſe, for- 
* ſaking therein all your good words, thoughts, and 
* works, and only putting your truſt in CHRIST.” 
Thus ſpeaks, and thus * our reformed church. 
—* If any one ſay, that man is juſtified only by the 
„ imputation of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, or only 
by the remiſſion of fins, without the co-operation 
< of inherent grace and holy love, let him be accur- 
« ſed *.“ Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathematizes, 
that mother of falſehoods. — Chuſe now your fide. 
For my part, I renounce and abjure the proud and 
iniquitous decree. If you perſiſt in your preſent opi- 
nion, there will be an apparent harmony between 
yourſelf and Rome, but an eſſential difference between 
yourſelf and Aſpaſſo. | 
« G OD, through him, firſt accounts, and then makes 
« us righteous.” How? Does GOD account us 
righteous, before he makes us ſo? Then his judgment 
is not according to truth. Then he reckons us to be 
Si quis dixerit, hominem juftificari, vel ſola imputatione , 
- Juft itiæ, vel ſola 'remiſſione peccatorum, excluſa gratia et cha- p 
ritate, anathema efto, Self. vi, can. 11. tins of 4 
} righteous, 
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righteous, when we are really otherwiſe. Is not this 
the language of your doctrine? this the unavoidable 
conſequence of your notion ? But how harſh, if not.. 
horrid, does it ſound in every ear? Is not this abſo- 
lately irreconcileable with our ideas of the ſupreme 
BEING, and equally incompatible with the dictates 
of ſcripture? There we are taught that GO D juſti- 
fieth the ungodly.—Mark the words. The ungodly are 
the objects of the divine juſtification. But can he 
account the ungodly righteous ? Impoſſible How 
then does he act? He firſt makes them righteous *. 
After what manner? By imputing to them the righ- 
teouſneſs of his dear 8 O N.—Then he pronounces 

them righteous, and moſt truly. He treats them as 
righteous, and moſt juſtly. In ſhort, then he ab- 
ſolves them from guilt ; adopts them for his children ; 
and makes them heirs of his eternal kingdom.—In the 
grand tranſaction, thus regulated, mercy and truth 


meet together. All proceeds in the moſt harmonious 


and beautiful conſiſtency, with the ſeveral attributes 
of 60 D; with his whole revealed will; and with 
all his righteous law. 11 | 

The righteouſneſs which is of GOD by faith, is 
both imputed and inherent.” — Then it is like inter- 
weaving linen and woollen ; the motley mixture for- 
bidden to the [/raelites. Or rather, like weaving a 
thread of the fineſt gold, with a hempen cord, or a 
ſpider's web.—The righteouſneſs which is of GOD, is 
perfect, conſummate, everlaſting. - Not ſo inherent 
righteouſneſs, your own felt being judge, and your 
own pen being witneſs.—In the righteouſneſs which 
is of GOD, the apoſtle deſires to be found, before the 
great and terrible tribunal of the LOR D. His own 
righteouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs which is inherent, 


Agrecably to this, our church ſpeaks; In juſtification, of 
unjuſt we are made juft before GOD; and adds, This is the 
Arong rock and foundation of Chriftian religion. Hom. of Ju- 
ſtif. part 2. 

"ST he 


Li 
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he abandons, as abſolutely improper for this great 
purpoſe; being no more fitted to give him boldneſs 
at the day of judgment, than dung and filth are fit 
to introduce a perſon, with credit and dignity, to 
court.—The righteouſneſs which is of GOD us un- 
known to reaſon; is revealed from heaven; and 
without the works of the law. Whereas, the righ- 
teouſneſs inherent, is diſcoverable by reaſon ; was 
known to the Heathens z and conſiſts in a conformity 
of heart and life to the precepts of the law. — By 
the latter, we act, we obey, and offer our ſpiritual 
facrifices unto G O D. By the former, we work 
nothing; we render nothing unto GO D, but only 
receive of his grace. 
They are, therefore, not the fame, but totally diſ- 
tint. To blend and confound them, betrays unſkil- 
fulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs ; tes from 
the honour of CHRIST, and tends to iſh a le- 
frame, or, what the ſcripture calls, a ſpirit of. 
ndage.—lf you would approve yourſelf a workman, 
that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth, thus you ſhould ſpeak, and thus you ſhould 
write; the righteouſneſs of GOD is always imputed. 
| But, being imputed, it produces the righteouſneſs in- 
| herent. Being juſtiſied by the former, ſaved from 
| hell, and rendered meet for heaven; we are ſanctiſied 
alſo, and diſpoſed to love the LORD, who has dealt 
fo bountifully with us; and if to love, then to wor- 
ſhip bim, to-ſerve him, to imitate him. 
My faith fixes on both the meritorrous life and atoning 
_ of CHRIST. * a . 
How can you clearly agree, ei with A/paſio, or « 
with yourſelf, or with pain ſenſe ?— Ty with « 
Aaſis Since you queſtion, in direct contrariety to 
his ſentiments, whether the death of CHRIST be 
not the whole of what St Paul ſtyles the obedience of 10 
ONE.— How with yourſe/f? For did you not declare, 
wk ; a 
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a little while ago, that fallen man © is not juſtified by 
perfect obedience ?”” Is not CHRIST's meritori- 
ous life perfect obedience ? It your faith fixes on this 
perfect obedience, is it not for the purpoſe of juſtifica- 
tion ?—How with common ſenſe? Since you ſuppoſe, 
that the ſcripture aſcribes the whole of our falva- 
« tion to the death of CHRIST,” ſo entirely aſcribes 
it to the death of CHRIST, that 4 there was no 
need of his fulfilling the moral law, in order to pur- 
« chaſe redemption for us; what reaſon, or ſhadow 
of reaſon can you have, to fix upon what «oe call the 
merit of his life If what you ſuppoſe and aflirm be 
true, there was no kind of meritorious efficacy in his 
life. His life and all his labours were, in this reſpec, 
a mere ſuperfluity. Salvation might have been ob- 
tained, and redemption purchaſed, without their con- 
currence. Therefore to fix upon them, is to fix up- 
2 and to reſt your hopes upon a thing of 
ut ſtay, Am I not repeating the miſconduct, 
which proved fo fatal to the famous Earl of Warwrck 
and his forces? At the battle of Gladmore, while the 
ſcale of victory hung in ſuſpenſe, they ſaw a conſider - 
able body of troops advancing. Suppoſing them to 
be enemies, the bowmen — * diſcharge, 
and —— them — * arrows. —— 


« Nom obedience of CHRIST But this, _— 
with his atoning death, I look upon as the only 
** cauſe of my juſtiſication.— This I call his righteouf- 
* neſs; and this, being imputed to me, becomes my 
* plea, my portion, and rational foundation for my 


telicity This I receive by faith; Which 
G1 


* &v 
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* I now lock upon, not as conſtituting any part of 


«© my recommendation, but only as receptive of the 
& fulneſs laid up for me in CHRIST.— Though 
* the law of works ſaith, Do and live; I am now 
made ſenſible, that the law of faith ſays, Be verily 
<« perſuaded, that CHRIST is ſufficient for thy ac- 
ceptance, without any doing of thy own at all. 
« —Since CHRIST is given to me in the ſacred re- 
cord, given to me as a ſinner, to be received with- 
cout any conditions, I joyfully accept the gift. I am 
< ſatisfied with his doing and ſuffering : they are di- 
«« vinely excellent, and infinitely ſufficient : I neither 
« wiſh for, nor think of any thing more, to obtain 
« my complete ſalvation —This way of ſalvation ef- 
« feftually excludes boaſting ; and at the ſame time 
c produces thoſe deſirable eftets,—that love of GOD; 
« that delight in his perfections; that conformity to 
“ his will; which the law of works requires in vain.” 

If this is what you mean by We agree,” I would 
| ſeal and ratify the agreement, with the laſt wiſh, and 


the laſt words of the celebrated Father Paul, Eſto per- 


petus. Be this the caſe, and you ſhall have not only 
the right hand of fellowſhip, but the right hand of 
re-eminence.— Only I crave one favour in return. 
iſmiſs, thoſe injurious inſinuations, which cauſe your 
readers fo ſuſpect, that 4ſpafro conſiders the meritori- 
ous life of CHRIST, ſeparate from his atoning death; 
Whereas, he affirms them to be inſeparable, like the 
correſpondence of motion between the two eyes. Try 
if you can make one of your eyes move to the right, 
while the other wheels off to the left. When you 
have done this, then, and not till then, may you have 
ſome reaſonable pretence for theſe your „ | 
Alas! quanta de ſpe decidi! I find my hopes were 
too ſanguine. We are not come to the deſired coali- 
tion, In this very paragraph, you begin to fly off. 
By talking of imputed righteouſneſs, you tell us, 
We are expoſed to an exceeding great hazard; 2 
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te the hazard of living and dying without holineſs.”* , 
Pray, Sir, have you ſeen a little piece written upon 
this ſubject by the Rev. Mr Witherſpoon? If you have 


not, let me recommend it to your peruſal. In caſe 


ou are 1gnorant of that powerful influence, which 
uſtification through the righteouſneſs of CHRIST 


has upon ſanctiſication and true holineſs, from this 


treatiſe you may learn ſome valuable knowledge. In 
caſe the author of this treatiſe is miitaken, in main- 
taining the indiſſoluble connection of juſtification with 
true godlineſs ; and the never - failing efficacy of the 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, to bring forth will- 
ing obedience in the believer; you may have an op- 
portunity of rectifying his ſentiments.” You may give 
us, in your next publication, a preſervative, not only 
againſt unſettled, but againſt unſound notions: 10 reli- 
on. 
1 Theron, ſpeaking of gems, ſays, when nicely poliſh- 
ed, and prodigal of their luſtre, they ſtand candidates 
for a ſeat on the virtuous fair-one's breaſt. This diſ- 
pleaſes Mr Weſley. Would hie then have gems placed 
on the vitzous or laſcivious breaſt? Or would he have 
them put to no uſe at all, but buried in darkneſs ? Did 
the ALMIGH TY pour ſuch brilliancy upon them, 
only that they might be conſigned over to obſcurity ? 
Did he not rather array them with luſtre and with 
charms, that they might diſplay ſomething of his own 
brightneſs ; incite his rational creatures to admire his 
tranſcendent excellency, and teach bis faithful people 
to apprehend the emphaſis of that animating promiſe, 
They ſball be mine, in the day that I make up my jewels. 
I can't reconcile this with.St Paul. He ſays, not 


vith pearls ; by a parity of reaſon, not with dia-. 


* monds.” — Do you rightly underſtand 8t Paul? 
Don't you dwindle his manly and noble idea, into a 
meanneſs and littleneſs of ſenſe ? ſuch as beſits the ſu- 
perſtitious and contracted ſpirit of a hermit, rather 
than the generous and exalted temper of a believer; 

Vol, IV. No 19. R Who 
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who ſtands faſt in the liberty, wherewtth CHRIST 
hath made him free? —Qur LORD ſays not, they that 
are ſplendidly apparelled, are apparelled unſuitably to 
Chriſtianity, or in a manner inconſiſtent with the fear 
of GOD; but they are in kings courts, and their 
dreſs is adapted to their ſtation. Neither does St Pau! 
forbid the / of peark, or coſtly array, when a perſon's 
circumſtances will afford them, and his fituation' in 
life may require them. He rather cautions agai 
the abuſe, againſt looking upon theſe glittering things, 
as any part of their true . on which they va- 
lue themſelves, or by which they would be recom- 
mended to others. The word is not , put on *, 
nor gw, wear f, but wown, adorn. Let them not 
place their excellency in ſuch mean diſtinctions ; 
« no, nor covet to diſtinguiſh themſelves by theſe 
« ſuperficial decorations ;. but rather by the ſubſtan- 
« tial ornaments of real godlineſs, and works ; 
« which will render both them and their religion 
“ truly amiable.” 

The apoſtle Peter obſerves the ſame propriety of 
ſpeech, and the ſame correctneſs of ſentiment. M hoſe 
adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of _—_ 
of gold, or plaiting the hair, or putting on of apparel. 
Was this an abſolute prohibition of the ſeveral i- 
culars mentioned, it would forbid all kind of cl ing, 
or the putting on of any apparel. Take the in 
your rigorous ſenſe, and it concludes as forcibly againſt 
garments, as againſt ornaments ; we muſt even go 


naked, and lay aſide our cloaths, as well as our gems. 


Whereas, underſtood according to the natural fignif- 


cation of the words ( wen, not o rs otwas) it CONVEYS 


a very important, and a very ſeaſonable exhortation ; 
« Chriſtians, ſcorn to borrow your recommendations 
from the needle, the loom, or the toy-ſhop. This 
may be the faſhion of a vain world. But let your 


*Mikvig + Match. xi. 8. 
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« embelliſhments, or that which beautifies and diſtin - 
« guiſhes your character, be of a ſuperior nature. 
« Let it be internal; not ſuch as the theep have wore, 
“ or the filk-worms ſpun ; but ſuch as is peculiar to 
« the immortal mind, or the hidden man of the heart. 
Let it be 22 not ſuch as the moth corrodes, 
or ſuch as es in uling ; but that which rs not 
* corruptible ; which being planted on earth, will be 
* tranſplanted into heaven, and being ſown in time, 
« will flouriſh to eternity. —Let it be that adorning, 
« whole excellency is unqueſtionable, and whoſe praije 
« is of GOD, . 
22 Which will render you, not indeed like the 
3 of the earth, but like the SON of the 
ST; ſhewing, that you are united to 
« him; intereſted in him; rann 
« nature.” 
In all things, I perceive, you are too favqurable, 
both to the defire of the fleſh, and the defire of the cy. 
IU rather think, Mr We/y-is too cenſorious of others, 
and too indulgent to hinafelf. Why may not Theron 
— richly-emboſſed gold watch, and his lady uſe 
— ſet with diamwiids; as well as you 
wear a ſilver buckle , or make uſe of our ſibver . 
— Why may not an ear or a counte + Put on 


* That Ms uv may not ſuſpect I am pleading for ſelf- 
indulgence, I will give bia my word, that I have never wore 

my ſilver buckles, fince I was in mourning for his Royal High- 
neſs. Neither ſhall I have one uneaſy thought, if I never put 
them on again. 

+ Should it be ſaid, the x s to whom St Pater wrote, 
vere in mean circumſtances ; therefore ſuch dees are out 
of the queſtion. l anfwer, The perſons for whom St Peter 
wrote, were all Chriſtians to the very end of the world. A- 
mong theſe, though there may not be many grand, nor many 
noble yet, bleſſed be GOD, there are eme. And when 
theſe go to receive their celeſtial crown, we truſt, it will be faid, 

— — Uno ablato non deficit alter 4 8 
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their robes, ſumptuous with embroidery, or their co- 
roner, glittering with jewels; as inoffenſively, as you- 
and I put, on a — org or trail after us a prunella- 


There is no neceſſity fer this our ſpruceneſs. 
& fuitian jacket would keep our backs warm, and a 
flannel cap our heads; as well as our mote elegant ar- 
/ ray, —Methinks, therefore, we ſhould either abſtain 
from all needleſs finery in our own dreſs, or elſe for- 
bear to cenſure it in others. Rather, we ſhould: all, 


in our reſpective ſtations, and according to our re- 


we circumſtances, ule theſe things as not abuſing. 


em; remembering, that the faſhion of this world 
eth away. Looking therefore for that city. of the 
wing G0 D, whoſe wall ig of jaſper, wheſe buildings 


are 5 gold, and whoſe foundations are garniſhed 
with all manner of precious ones; but whoſe external 


ſplendor is infinitely ſurpaſſed by the glory of G O D, 
which lightens it, and by the preſence of the LAMB, 


which is the light thereof. When we are bleſſed with 
rv ſhall. 
delightful perſua- 
ſion, that GOD hath. given to us this eternal life; 


clear a ons of this ineffable 
be revealed; when we live under a 


ems will have but little luſtre in our eye, and leſs and 
els allurements for our heart. All the pomp of this 
tranſient world will appear to us, as the palace of Ve- 
ſaulles, or the ens of Stowe, would appear to ſome 
ſuperior being; who, from an exalted ſtand in æther, 
ſhould contemplate the terraqueous globe ; and at one 
view take in its vaſt dimenſions, its prodigious revo- 

lations, and its moſt copious furniture. 
„ You are a gentle eaſuiſt as to every ſelf-indul- 


« rence, Which a plentiful fortune can furniſh,” —l 
would conſider the end for which theſe things were 


created, and point out and enforce their proper im- 
provements. They were created, not to tantalize, but 
to treat us; not to enſnare, but to gratify us. Then 
they are properly improved, when we enjoy them 
with moderation, and render them inſtruments 1 = 

2 if ; 
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fulneſs; when they are regarded as pregnant tokens 
of our CREATOR, love, and act as endearing in- 
citements of our gratitude.— What you call my ca- 
ſuiſtry, is built upon a maxim, which will never be 
controverted; Euem creature 0 D i good, re- 
ceived with thank/er /grving. It is nothing elſe, but an at- 
tempt to diſplay what is affirmed in the former clauſe, 
and to enforce what is preſcribed in the latter. 

In the ſixth letter, in the ninth, and in other parts, 
Theron enumerates ſome of the fineſt uctions, and 
moſt choice accommodations which che earth, the air, 
the ſeas afford. In imitation of the apoſtle, who in 
one ſentence expreſſes abundantly more, than my three 


volumes contain; HE grueth us all 5c richly fo en- 
joy —In- imitation of the pſalmiſt alſo, who, in ſeveral 


of his hymns, eſpecially in P/alm civ. celebrates the 


profuſe munificence. of EH G V AH; profuſe, even 
in temporal bleſſings, and with to our animal 
nature. Does our nature call for ſomething to ſup- 
port it? Here is bread, which ſtrengthens man's heart, 
and is the flaff of his life. Does our nature go farther, 
and covet ſomething to pleaſe it? Here is wine, that 
maketh glad the heart of man ; regaling his palate, and 
exhilarating his ſpirits. Is our nature yet more cra- 
ving, and deſirous ef ſomething to beautify t? Here 

Dine: that a. We counte- 
nance may appear both chearful and amiable; that 
e in the eye, white beauty glows i in 
the choek . Now I cannot perſyade myſelf, nor is all 


Mr Wefty's rhetoric powerful enough to convince me, 


that it is any diſcredit or any error to follow ſuch 
examples. 
« But I mention the exquiſite reliſh of turbot, and 


« the deliciouſucſs-of furgeon. And are not fuch oh- 


« ſervations beneath the dignity 


; of a miniſter of 
„CHRIST?“ Mr Weſky does not obſerve 1255 


whom theſe remarks proceed. Not from 
but Theron. To make him ſpeak like a 


5 "CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, or like a Chriſtian of the firſt rank, would 
be entirely out of character. It would have betrayed 
an utter ignorance, or 2 total diſregard of Horace's 


r 
Red .lere perſone ſeit convenientia cuique. 


However, I am willing to take all upon myſelf, and 
be reſponſible for the obnoxious ſentiments, I would 
only aſk, Is any thing ſpoken of, which the A L- 
M 1 HTL has not my Lg mm 1 it be- 
neath my dignity, to magnity the work of his hands? 
Is any 3 ſpoken of, which the ALMIGHTY 
has not beſtowed ? and ſhall I think it a diminution 
of my character, to 5 the various gifts of 
his bounty ? Has GOD moſt high thought it worthy of 
his infinite majeſty, to endue the creatures with fach 
pleaſing qualities, as render them a delicious entertain- 
ment to our appetites? and ſhall I reckon it a mean 
unbeeoming employ, to bear witneſs to this conde- 
ſcending indulgence of the D E1 TY ?—Particulari 
in recounting benefits, is ſeldom deemed a fault. 

comes under no ſuch denomination, in my ſyſtem of 
ethics. If Mr Meſley has a better, in which neglect 
and inſenfibility are ranked among the virtues, I muſt 
undoubtedly, upon thoſe rig ag drop my gow. 
Where they are commendable, my conduct muſt be 
inexcuſable; and if inexcuſable, I fear, irreclaimable. 
For I ſhall never be aſhamed to take a fiſh, a fowl, or 
2 fruit in my hand, and fay, « A nt this from 
« our all-bountiful CREATOR! See its beauty, 
« taſte its ſweetneſs, admire its excellency, and love 
< and X 18 To us he hath 
freely grante e, other delights ; though 
< he himſelf, in the days of his fleſh, had gall to eat, 


and vinegar to drink. 
But the mentioning theſe in ſuch a manner, is a 
2 ſtrong encouragement of luxury and ſenſuality.“ 
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It, to enumerate a few of theſe dainties , be a 
ſtrong encouragement to luxury, how much more, to 
create them aii, and clothe them with ſuch inviting 
properties, and recommend them by ſuck delicate at- 
tractives ? — But © the mentioning them in ſuch a 
„ manner.” What! Is this an encouragement to ſen» 
ſuality ?. to mention them, as ſo many inſtances of dis 
vine beneficence, and ſo many motives to human gra- 
titude? This, methinks, is the way to prevent the 
abuſe of eur animal enjoyments, and to correct their 
pernicious tendency. This is the way to endear their 
adorable GIVER, and render them incentives to love. 
And the love of GOD is a better guard againſt lu- 
xury, a better : preſervative from ſenſuality, than all 
the rigid rules of the cloyſter or mon IFV 

Upon the whole, however well affected Mr We/ey 
may be to our cival, he ſeems to be a kind of male- 
content with regard to eur ſpiritual kibertiesz thoſe 
I mean, which are conſigned over to us in the M. 
gna Charta of the gol — 7 

We have hberty, ugh FESUS CHRIST, to 
uſe not one only, but every creature of G0 D; and 
to uſe them in a ſanctiſed manner, fo that they ſhall 
not ſenſualize our affections, but refine and exalt them, 
by knitting our hearts more anfeparably to their mu- 
mficent CREATOR. According to that clauſe in the 
heavenly deed, A things are yours. This you would 
curtail and diminiſh. 

We have liberty to look upon ourſelves as juſti- 
fied before G O D, without __ works of our own ; 

ght, without any per- 

ſonal obedience whatever ; entirely through our Re- 
preſentative and Surety, what he has ſuffered in our 
name and in nur ſtead, According to thoſe gracious 


| declarations, In the LOR D have 1 righteouſneſs ; and, 


By the obedience of ONE ſhall many be made righteous. 
This you would ſuperſede and aboliſh. . 
* The ſcripture calls them, royal daintics, Cen. Xlix. 20. 
R 4 We 
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We have liberty to clum and receive this unſpeak. 
able privilege, without performing any conditions, or 
ſeeking any prerequiſites; having no other qualifi- 
cation, than that of being loſt ſinners, and needing 
no other warrant than the divine grant, made and re- 
corded in the word of the goſpel. According to that 
moſt generous invitation, Come, buy wine and buy milk, 
without money and without price. According to that 
moſt gratuitous conceſhon, Whoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely. This you would clog and 
embarraſs. ie OM 

We have liberty, through our LQRD's atonement, 
to look upon ourſelves as made free from all guiit 
fo conſider our fins, as abſolutely blotted out, never 
to appear again, either to qur utter condemnation, or 
to our leaſt confuſion. | 

The three firſt articles of the charge, I think, are 
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the courſe of 
the preceding letters. Should you challenge me to 
prove the laſt, I refer you to yaur affize-ſermon. There 
you tell us, that the {ins of true believers, as well as 
of unbelievers, will be brought to light, and expoſed 
before the whole world, at the day of univerſal 
Here, I muſt do you the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that you have not, as in your epiſtolary animadver- 
ſions on Aſpaſio, required your audience to aſſent, 
merely becauſe you aſſirm. You attempt to eſtabliſh 
your opinion by the authority of Solomon; GOD 
Hall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 

thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. But 
you ſeem to forget, that the fins of the belicver are 
”« jun ove, things that are not. CHRIST has blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, our tranſgreſſions ; yea, as a thin 
eloud, cur fins . Conſider then as moral ſtains, or 
| | cauſes 
I aliv. 22. N Nubes. U Nubecula. Thus Houbigant 
tranſlates the words; and, I think, very juſtly. _ 
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cauſes of defilement ; they are waſhed away by the 
blood of FESUS. And ſurely the blood of GOD 
muſt have as powerful an effect on our ſouls as the 
waters of Jordan had upon Naaman's body *. Conſi - 
der them as contracting guilt, or deſerving puniſh- 
ment; they are vacated; they are diſannulled; and, 
like the ſcape-goat, diſmiſſed into the pathleſs inac- 
ceſſible wilderneſs, ohen ſought for, they ſhall not be 


found. —Confider them in either of theſe reſpects, or 


under any other character, and they are, not only 
covered or ſecreted, but aboliſhed. Juſt as the dark- 
neſs of the night is aboliſhed, by the ſplendor of this 
clear, ſerene, delightful morning. 

Bring to our light, if you can, the millſtone that 


is caſt into the depths of the ſea, Reſtore, to its for- 


mer conſiſtence, the cloud that is diſſolved in rain; 
or find one dreg of filthineſs in the new- fallen ſnow. 
Then may thoſe iniquities be brought again into no- 
tice, which have been done away by the High Prieſt 
of our profeſſion; which have been expiated by the 


perfect, molt effectual, and glorious oblation of him- 


ſelf.— His people, when riſing from the bed of death, 

will have no more conſcience of fan in themſelves. Theß 
are fully and for ever free from the accuſation of 
others; ſa free, that fin ſhall not ſo much as be men- 
tioned unto them; no, nor even remembered by the 
LORD their GOD apy more. They are made 
holy, unblameable, and unreprovable in his fight, 
And they ſhall be preſented, at the great day, with- 


out ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, | 
Thus may we, and thus may our readers, be pre- 


ſented! ſo ſhall we meet each other with comfort at 


ſeems to denote an immenſe arrangement of clouds, covering 
the ſæy. The ſecond lignifies a looſe detached fragment, float- 
ing in the upper regions. The firſt fixed like a vault ; the laſt 
ſailing like a {kiff. This ſenſe diverſifies the prophet's imagery ; 
and, inſtead of tautology, preſents us with a beautiful grada · 
tion. f 1 . 2 Kings v. 14. „önnen 32 3 + ho 
| dhe 
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the awful tribunal, with joy amidſt the angels of light, 
and with everlaſting traniport around the throne of 
the LAM B.—To 2— this bleſſed event, is the 
ſole aim of theſe remonſtrances, and the unfeigned de- 
et, Rev. Sir, Your, Sc. 


OO p 99 9990000000 EM TED 


mee 29 K XI. 


Rev. 81 n, 


laſt concluded with a ſketch of our Chriſtian 
M liberty, extracted from the charter of the goſpel. 
| have hberty—to uſe all the creatures, and in a 
ſanctiſied manner to conſider ourſelves, as made per- 
ſectly righteous, through the obedience of CHR - - 
—toreceive this grand prerogative, without 
any conditions to look upon all our fins, as totally 
and finally done away, through the blood of FESUS. 
Perhaps you will aſk, Where as your iderty from 
the power of fin? Does not this come within the ex- 
tent of your charter? Moſt certainly. You injure 
our doctrine if you deny it: we are undone irrepa- 
rably, if we continue deſtitute of it. Every other 
immunity, without this — privilege, would toe 
like the magnificent palace and the beautiful 
of Pharaoh; while fwarins of locuſts filled them with 
their loathed intruſion. 
- But obſerve, Sir; freedom from the doniinion bY 
fin, is the reſult of all the preceding bleſſin 
revealing theſe in our hearts, and CHRIST the — 
thor of them, the HOLY SPIRIT acts as the 
SPIRIT of liberty. You are a philoſopher ; you 
underſtand the theory of light. From the affociation 
of various rays, or the mixture of many parent-colours, 
gs GN firſt of elements, and of material 
its light. So, from the union, and united enjoy- 
| il thoſe heavenly treaſures, ſprings that moſt 
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deſirable liberty, the liberty of righteouſneſs. — This is 
that truth which makes us + This is that know- 
ledge, which we are renewed after the image 
of HIM that created us. And theſe are the ex- 
ceeding ious promiſes, by which we are par- 
takers of the divine nature. Hence we are taught 
to love the LORD our GO D, and to delight in his 
adorable perfections. By this means, they look with 
a ſmiling aſpect upon us, and are unſpeakably amiable 
to us. Under ſuch views, we ſay of ſin, we ſay of 
all our evil and corrupt affections, Da not I hate them, 
O LORD, that hate thee? and am I not grieved with 
thoſe that riſe up againſt thee? I bate them with a per- 
fe hatred ; I count them mine enemies, tis 
Our SAVIOUR's obedience. This phraſe dif- 
guſts Mr Weſley. Therefore he cries, O ſay, with 
« the good old Puritans, our SAVIOU R's death 
« and merits.” — Aſpaſio f. with St Paul, By the 
obedience of ong—He ſpeaks with St Peter, Faith in the 
righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR. — He ſpeaks 
with the prophets Iſaiab and Feremah, In the LORD 
have I righteouſneſs ; and, FEHOV AH 1s our righteouſneſs. 
Having theſe precedents, he need not be very ſoli- 
citous, who elſe is for him, or who is againſt him. 
Though not ſolicitous about this matter, he is 
ſomewhat ſurpriſed at your vehement addreſs ; that 
you ſhould exhort him ſo earneſtly ta © ſpeak with 
the good old Puritans.” Has not your printer com- 
mitted a. miſtake? Did not the clauſe ſtand thus in 
| pt? „With my good friends the Arm» 
They indeed diſapprove this expreflion ; 
becauſe it is, — underſtood, a dagger in 
the heart of their cauſe. —But as to the Puritans, they 
are, one and all, on the contrary fide. Their language 
is a perfect union with Aſpafeo's. They glory in the 
meritorious obedience of their MEDIATOR. 
They extol his imputed righteouſneſs in almoſt every 
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pared with their L O R D's. —What will not an au- 
thor athrm,” who ventures to affirm or inſinuate _ 
che Puritan writers diſuſe this manner of ſpeaking ? 
For my part, I know not any ſet of writers in the 
world, to eminently remarkable for this very dodrine, 
and this very diction. I ſaid, in a former letter, wewould 
anquire into this particular; but the inquiry is quite 
mnneceflary. It would be like Vriel's "fearching for 
the ſun, while he ſtands i in its orb, and i is TY 
with its luſtre. 

We ſwarm with Antinomians. — And we muſt 
warm with perſons, whoſe hearts are enmity againk 
the aw-of G0 D, fo long as your tenets find accept- 
ance. Who can delight i in a law, which neither has 
been, nor can be fulfilled by them ? Which bears wit- 
neſs againſt them, and is the miniſtration of death un- 
to then ? teſtifying, like the hand-writing on Belſhaz- 
zar's wall, Thou art weig bed in the balances, and found 
-wanting :— Whereas, IS we ſee it fully ſatisfied on 
our behalf, by our SURE'TY's obedience; no longer 
denouncing a curſe, but pronouncing us bleſſed; not 
purſuing us, like the avenger of blood, but openin 
2 city of refuge for the ſafety of our fouls ; we {h 


then be reconciled to its conſtitution and deſign; ve 


hall then take pleaſure in its precepts and prohibitions. 
We ſhall ſay with the pſalmiſt, LO RD, what love have 
I wnto thy law! all the day long is my ſtudy in it. 
My mouth ball foew forth thy rig hteouſneſs and thy 
ſalvation—< Thy mercy- which brings my: ſalvation,” 
ſays Mr Neſley, in oppoſition to the. ſenſe aſſigned by 
by: rm Which ſenſe has been vindicated already. 1 
ſhall therefore not renew my arguments, woken aces 
preſs my wonder. 
As Mr Weſley is a miniſter of the e goſpel, [ wonder, 
that he ſhould ſtudiouſly —.— at is the peculia- 
rity and glory of the evan evation. — 
* 5 ſalvation, is what an — 


Je might have- preached ; z nay, what a more igno- 
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rant Heathen might have taught. But ſalvation through 
a divine righteouſneſs, as the adequate and meritorious 
cauſe thereof, is the diſtinguiſing doctrine and the 
ſovereign excellency of the goſpel. _ | 

As Mr Weſley is a finner, I wonder, he ſhould ts 
to weaken the foundation of his own and our hope.. 
Why mercy alone? Is it not better to put our truſt. 
in mercy, erecting its throne on a Lake goers and 
thence holdin forth the golden ſceptre? By the o- 
bedience of 1M MANUEL, the law is ſatished, as 
to its penalty; is fulfilled, as to its precept; and is, 
in every reſpect, unſpeakabiy magniſied. This ſhews- 
us the inexhauſtible fountain of mercy unſealed, and 
every obſtruction to its free and copious flow removed. 

As Mr We/ley is zealous for the honour of GOD, 1 
wonder, he Would not prefer that method of falyation, 
by which every divine attribute is moſt abundantly. 
lorifed. This is not done, by expecting pardon: and 
acceptance from mercy alone ; but. by 4 te and 
— them, through our REDEEMER's righ- 
teouſneſs and blood. "Then we have a diſplay, not 
only of infinite love, bat of inflexible juſtice, and in- 
comprehenſible wiſdom. Here they mingle their 
beams, and ſhine forth with united ane 
dour. 

Conſidering theſe things, I am ſtall 3 to em- 
brace Aſpaſios interpretation of this, and ſuch like 
paſſages of ſcripture, wherein ſalvation is aſcribed to 
divine mercy, exerciſed through the obedience and 
death of CHRIST, which — as great a heighten- 
ing to the bleſſing, as the atmoſphere gives to the 
rays of light, or as the light itſelf unparts to the Kones 
of creation. 

Thoſe divine nb ee which ſpring from the im- 
putation of CHRIST 's rightcouſneſs. Not à word 
of his atoning blood.” —I with, you would turn 
back to Aſpa ſios definition of this ag, as it 15 laid 
down at the beginning of the conference, to be th 
groun 
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ground-work of all the dialognes, and of all the let- 
ters. You will then perceive, that there is not a word 
of this kind, but CHRIST's atoning blood is in- 
cluded in it. Without this, his righteouſneſs had 
not been perfect. Without this, his righteouſneſs 
could not be imputed. —Some people have a treache- 
rous memory, and really forget things. . Others have 
a perverſe mind, and reſolve not to them. 
Which of theſe is Mr We/tey's cafe, I preſume not to 
ſay, let his own conſcience determine. 

_  *Tis true, we *© love to ſpeak of the righteouſneſs 
© of CHRIST.” Yet not becauſe. © it affords a 
fairer excuſe for our own unrighteouſneſs.” For in- 
deed it affords no excuſe at all. On the contrary, it 


renders unrighteouſneſs quite inexcuſable, becauſe it 


yields new and nobler motives to all holy obedience. 
—But we love to ſpeak of the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, becauſe it is the moſt comprehenſive ex- 
preflion, and the grandeſt theme in the world. —The 
moſt comprehenſroe expreſſion ; as it denotes all that he 
has done and ſuffered, both his meritorious life, and 
his atoning blood. —The grandeſt theme. Conſider all 
thoſe bleſſings, which have been vouchſafed to GOD's 
people, before our SAVIOUR appeared 
add all the bleſſings which will be vouchſafed, until 
the conſummation of all things; conſider all that 
good; which is compriſed -in a deliverance from the 
nethermoſt hell; together with all that bliſs which is 
contained in the pleaſures and glones of the heavenl 

ttate. All theſe to be enjoyed through a boundleſs 
eternity, and by multitudes of redeemed finners, num- 
berleſs as the ſands upon the ſea-ſhore. Then aſk, 
What is the procuring cauſe of all? whence do theſe 
meſtimable benefits proceed? From the righteouſneſs, 
the ſole righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. —ls it 
not then worthy to be uppermoſt in our thoughts, 
and foremoſt on our tongues? Might not the very 
ſtones cry out, and reproach our inſenſibility, 3 
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did not love to talk of this divinely - precious righteouſ- 
neſs ? 

Faith is a perſuaſion, that CHRIST has ſhed his 
blood for me, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs in my ſtead. 
« I can by no means ſubſcribe to this definition.” — 
You might very ſafely ſubſcribe to this definition, if 
you would ſuffer St Peter to ſpeak his genuine ſenti- 


ments. Deſcribing the faith of the primitive Chri- 


ſtians, he calls it nen e, Faith in the righteouſneſs. 
He ſays nothing of the atoning blood; but does he 
—— —_— => xa He {| — nothing but 8 
juſtifying righteo ; and wi totally dif 

ted ie the central pond in his faith, and ſhall it 
have no place in yours — he aſſures us, 
was the object of the believer's faith, even the righ- 
teoufneſs of aur GOD and SAFTOUR FESUS 
CHRIST. But how could this be the object of 


their faith, if it was not fulfilled in their ſtead ? Or 


how could they truly believe in this righteouſneſs, if 
they did not regard it, as performed for them, and 
unputed to them? | P'S | 4 
« There are hundreds, yea thouſands of true be- 
« lievers, who never once thought, one way or the 
other, of CHRIST's fulfilling all righteouſneſs in 
their ſtead.” < Then their faith is ike the ſight of 
the perſon, who ſato men as trees walking. He ſaw 
them indeed, but very dimly, indiſtinctly, confuſedly ; 
and tis pity but were more thoroughly inſtruct- 
ed unto the kingdom of G O D. — Not one of thoſe 
thouſands, provided he fixes his hope wholly upon 
the merits of CAR 1ST, would reject this delightful 
truth, if it was offered, with ſcriptural evidence, to 
his underſtanding. Reject it! No ſurely. He would 
joyfully embrace it, it offered, with that fingle, but 
undeniable evidence; - CHR1ST was made fin. for us, 
though he knew no fin, that wwe maght be made the righ+ 
— 5 of GOD m bim. | | 
Lou perſonally know many, who to this _ 
«6 Ve | 
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c have no idea of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs.” —Sure- 

then it behoves you, as a lover of ſouls, and as an 
ambaſſador of CHRIST, to teach them the way of 
G OD more perfectly *. So doing, you will be em- 
ployed much more ſuitably to your function, and 
much more profitably to your brethren, than in your 
2 attempt. By which, you would weaken the 

ds, and defeat the deſigns of thoſe, who endea- 
vour to ſpread abroad the ſavour of this knowledge, 
in every place; and who, notwithſtanding all that 
you perſonally know, muſt unalterably perſiſt in their 
method. Which is, to regulate their definition of 


faith, not by the ſtate of your ſuppoſed believers, but 


by the expreſs declaration of the unerring word. 
And from this, they have authority to maintain, that 
faith in the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST, is a 
fundamental principle to every believer, who under - 
ſtands upon what foundation he is ſaved. 1212 

Theſe your acquaintance, though they have no 
idea of CHRIST?s righteouſneſs, yet + have each 


of them a divine evidence and conviction, CHRIST 


©. loved me, and gave himſelf for me. In this caſe, don't 
you take rather too much upon you? Have you then 
the apoſtolical Ft of diſcerning Fl irits? If not, it will 
be impoſſible for you to know the man, excluſive of 
yourſelf, who is certainly poſſeſſed of this divine evi- 
dence. You may form a charitable judgment or a pre- 
vailing hope; which ſeems to be the utmoſt you can 
warrantably claim with regard to others. And while 
you entertain this hope, we ſhall allow it to indicate the 
benevolence of your heart; but cannot admit it as 4 
N of your point, That people may be fullof faith and 
ove, yet have no idea of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs. 
— We would alſo caution you to take heed, left, 
Mr W:{/ley cannot ſay; What! Teach a doctrine, which I 
diſapprove? fince he himſelf has allowed it, has approved it, 
has ſet his ſeal to it, again and again, inthe courſe of theſe his 
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through an immoderate foadneſs for increaſing ' the 
number of your converts, you are led to deceive 
elf and others; regiſtering thoſe as real believers, 
whom: the LORD. hath not regiſtered. By this 
means, you may be confirmed in your unſcriptural 
notion, that the righteous fall away, and the faithful 
apoſtatiae. Whereas, they who fall away, were righ- 
teous only in appearance; and they who apoſtatize, 
were no otherwiſe than profeſſionally faithful. What 
8 is not a ſtar, arenen 
Only. 
Faith is the hand which . all that is kid: up 
in CHRIST.—Afpaſio expreſſes himſelf thus; CHRIST 
is à ſtore-houſe of all good. Whatever is neceſſary to 
remove our guilt, whatever is expedient for renew 
ing our nature, whatever is proper to: fit us for the 
eternal fruition of GOD, all this is iaid up in CHRIST. 
And all this is received by faith; for our application, 
uſe, and enjoyment. To this Mr -Weſiey ſubjoins a 
word of objection ; but not in due — Aſpaſio is 
diſplaying the efficacy of faith; Mr We/iy's argument 
is levelled avaſt the indefectibility of faith. Hows- 
ever, as it is your favourite — it ſhall not be 
treated as an intruder. * If we make ſhiptoreck of the 
faith, how much ſoever is laid up in HAI 
from that hour we receive nothing.“ 

Have you never heard of the anſwer, wizh the 
Spartan ſtates returned to an infolent and barbarous 
baſes from Philip of Macedon? You may read it 
in the book you are cenſuring; and may receive it as 
a reply to this, and your other ſurmiſes of this nature. 
It was all compriſed in that ſingle monoſyllable 1 F- 
A mere or may make ſhipwreck of the doQtrine 
of faith; a-true believer does not make ſhipwreck of 
the grace of faith. No, nor ever will; unleſs CHRIST's 
interceſſion be made of none effect; J bove prayed, that 
fuch faith fail nat. 

265. Anſwered already, in number 61 | ie 
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Aſpaſio, deſcribing the dreadful nature of the com- 
mand given to 4brabam, ſays, Thy hands muſt lift 
the deadly weapon; thy hands muſt point it to the 
beloved breaft ; thy own hands muſt. urge its way, 
through the guſhing veins and the ſhivering fleſh, till 
it be plunged in the throbbing beart.—< Are not 
e theſe deicriptions far too ſtrong ?” This is ſubmit · 
ted to the judgment of the reader. I would only ob- 
ferve, that the more ſtrongly the horrors of the tre- 
mendous deed are repreſented, the more ſtriking will 
the difficulty of the duty appear; conſequently the 
more efficacious and triumphant the power of faith — 
cc May not theſe deſcriptions occaſion unprofitable rea- 
« fonings in-many readers ?” What unprofitable rea- 
— _ be occaſioned, I do nat pretend to gueſs. 
But the juſt and natural reflection, ariſing from the 
conſideration of ſuch a circumſtance, is ; What has 
« faith wrought! It puriſies and exalts the affections. 

« It invigorates and ennobles the ſoul; makes it bold 

cc to undertake, and ſtrong to execute, every great and 

« heroic work. Iſee, therefore, it is not in vain, that the 

ſcripture ſo frequently inculcates faith; lays ſoremark- 

able aſtreſs upon faith; and places it in the very front 

« of all Chriſtian duties.” Th:s is the uictery that over · 

cometh the world, overcometh ſelf, overcometh all things. 

How could he (Abraham) juſtify it to the world? 

« Not at all.. True; not to the unbelieving world. 

They will argue, as Mr We/y on another occaſion, 

« What! ftab his fon, his bett-beloved, his only ſon 

to the heart? Could the GOD of goodneſs command 
fulck/a piece of barbarity? Impoſlible ! I could ſooner 

cht a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than I could believe this. 
eg deſs abſurd to deny the very being of a GOD, 


{{ithagito make him an almighty tyrant.” — But to the 


believing world, who fear the LORD, and hearken 
a&#Rthe voice of his ſervants,  Abrabam's conduct will 
wadyer ſtand in need of a vindication. By them it 
aye highly extolled, and greatly admired. It will 
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be an undeniable demonſtration of the reality and ſin- 


cerity of his faith ; of its very ſuperior elevation, and 
invincible ſtrength. 


You take the direct and certain way to obtain ſub- 
ſtantial comfort. The righteouſneſs of our LO RD 


FESUS CHRIST, after which you inquire, about 


| Which you are ſolicitous, is a never-failing ſource of 
conſolation. Thus A/afro writes to Theron.“ What! 


“ withont the atonement ?”” cries Mr Weſley. To 
which he adds, in a following $ paragraph; * So the 
death of CHRIST is not ſo much as named.” 
be oo me. in mind of an objection, no very for- 
e one, made againſt that introductory exhor- 
tation to the common prayer, Dearly beloved bret hren. 
So then, ſaid a candid examiner, women have no part 
in your worſhi 12 They are not ſo much as named. 
But I forbear. I you are not aſhamed of repeating, Iaui 
aſhamed of refatio ng, ſofrequentlyrefuting ſuch an emp- 
ty cavil. And, Ibelieve, the reader is tired with us both. 
286, I have no great objection to your alteration of 
Aſpaſios comment. Suppoſe, we compromiſe matters, 
and conſider the oil poured on Aaron's head, and empty- 
itſelf from Zechariab's oliye-tree, as typical both 
br Fo merits and the SPIRIT of CHRIST; 
which, like light and heat in the ſun, are indiffolubly 
conndted ; or, to make uſe of a ſacred illuſtration, 
are like the living creatures and the wheels in Beukic's 
viſion. When the living creatures went, the wheels went 
by them, When the living creatures were lift up from the 
earth, the wheels were lift up. Whitherſoeyer the 
former were to $0, te the latter went alſo.— For the rl 
of obliging Mr We/ley, I call this a compromiſe. 


if he can prevail on himſelf to read the pe . 
on the two paſſages, without prepo feflion, he 


find this affociation of ſenſes anticipated by Ah 
Has the law any demand, ſays A/pa/io” It mult ge 
toCHRIST for ſatisfaction. From which you draw 
this 1 eee I Then I am not obl 
2 


t 
| 
[i 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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4 to love : my neighbor. CHRIST bas ſatised the 


cc demand 
ead _ received an anſwer. 


all therefore content myſelf with ſhewing, why . 


101 your conclufion in 


deaf adder, it ſtopßeth 
plication, of my n raſe. 1 505 note is added, on 


purpoſe to limit its ſenſe, and obviate Four miſrepre- 
entation. This you totally diſregard, and argue as 


N 8 like the 


if no ſuch precaution was Uſed. Ahe note informs 


law is fatisfied* 


you, that the law—the 'cormandi 
ence, * and the 


with nothing lefs than perfect 


broken law inſiſts upon condign puniſhment- Now, if 


it muſt not, for ſatisfaction to both theſe demands, 
go to HR I $T our divine huſband, where will it 
obtain any ſuch thing ? who is able to | us —_—_ 
all the children of Adam? © 
However, leſt we offend, needlefsly offend any 1 
2 T1 that, in caſe the providence'of GOD 
e . ine Public * a _ _, 
a an us the para 
Ke * Does the 0 ey perten purtgy o 
ce nature, and perfect obedience of life? It m 
« to Et 3 Do we want grace, and 
a 23 ? We may look to HIM 
or a ſupply ; in whom it -hath' pleaſed the 
9 e that al . * : 
For this e Mr N. 
capris, hee 7 will not ſuffer to paſs without 
ough he muſt know, if prejudice 
bn — his Ade g. that it is pure 
erer, Why does he not ſhew the ſame 
1 * the 229804 that appeared unto - -Foſeph, and 
; eG er the Baptiſt's father? The former of 
He ſhall fave hi! prepie from their? fins. 
© heb He ſhall give knowledge of falva- 
into 545 2 by the remiſſion — cr 
8 e Lame: queſtion unto 


and 


the law fer: me. This objection has al- 


e ear againſt my on ex- 
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and draw the fame inference upan them? * But whar 
becomes of all other people „Sometimes Mr Weſley 
is ſo attached to the ſcriptures, that nothing will pleaſe 
him, but ſcriptural expreſſions. Here he is ſo wedded 
to ſelf- opinion, that even ſcrip expreflions will 
not paſs current, when they” idem eem to thwart his own. 
notions. 
Por all his people From this expreſſion, though 
uſed by a prophet, authorized by an-a Nie and to be 
found in many places of Griptmons Mr deduces 
ſome very offeuſive and dreadful. e ſo 


direadful, that he < would ſooner be a Turk, a Peiſt, 
yea an Atheiſt, than he could believe them. My 
dear Sir, let me give you a ward of friendly advice; 
Before you turn Turk, or Deiſt, or Atheiſt—ſee, that 
you firſt become an honeſt man. They will all 12 
you, if you en to their party, deſtitute of com- 
mon hon 
Methinks, 1 hear you aying, with ſome emotion, 
* do mean by $466 . or what _elatiog has 
to the ſubject of our preſent inquiry? A pretty 
near relation: T Outof aalen 1 the Jodrine el 
election, you ſcruple not to.over] .the, bounds, of. in- 
tegrity and truth. -— Myſt — I Rhow not 
what you aim — be pleaſed to review a paſ- 
— 5 in your book on original fin,, where you Hawe 
thought proper to make a — — from ay” dig- 
logues. It relates to that great doctrine af thę | 
CHRIST becoming the repreſentative and cral 
head of ſinners. ' Upon this occaſion Aal lays, 
As Adam was a public perſon, and acted in het head 
of all mankind ;. o CHRIST was a public pri 
and acted in behalf of all his le. As 
the firſt general repreſentative o this lind, ; 
was the a and laſt. Here you 1 (line 
the word mankind, inſtead of this kind ;, ang | 
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the whole human race; than which nothing can he 
more injurious to the ſenſe of his words. ' 
l at firſt thought it might poſſibly be the effect of 
inadvertency. But could a perſian of Mr We/ley's diſ- 
cernment allow himſelf to nod over a paſſage, which 
he knew to be of a critical and contraverted import ? 
- Perhaps, it might be the printer's fault; an error 
of the preſs. I would willingly have admitted one of 
theſe extenuating circumſtances, till I came to the 
bottom of the page; where, to my great aſtoniſh- 
ment, I found the following wards, incloſed within 
the marks of the fame quotation, and aſcribed to 4- 
ſpafro. All theſe expreflions demonſtrate, that Adam” 
10 well as CHRIST) „ was a repreſentative of all 
% mankind.” Then I could no longer forbear crying 
out, There is treachery, O Ahaziah! A falſe quotation, 
not made only, but repeated, cannot be owing to 
negligence, but mult proceed from deſign. And this, 
1 50814 think, can never be defended, no, nor with 
2 good grace excuſed, by Mr Neſſey's moſt devoted 
admirers. A ſtudious alteration of our words, and 
an evident perverſion of their meaning, are defenſible 
by no ents, arę excuſable on no occaſion. 

Quite inexcuſable this practice. And is not your 
language equally offenſive? Is not your concluſion 
very precipitate? when you ſuppoſe Aſpaſio, though 
uſing the words of ſcripture, yet repreſenting GO 
2s an almighty tyrant ?”— Surely, you had better 
forbear ſuch horrid and ſhocking expreſſions. Eſpe- 
cially, as you cannot deny, that many paſſages in 
Feripture ſeem at leaſt to countenance this obnoxious 
you very well know, that many perſons, 
eor their learning and exemplary in their lives, 
een in defence of it, and bled for the conſir- 


Hon of it. As we have proofs more than a few, 


out into ſuch language, 


I u to you, Sir, I charge on myſelf. 


ject, it is only to touch upon one of your:remanl 
— You ſuppoſe, that according to th Gl ; it 
- ſcheme, GOD denies what is neceflary efe 


ents» 
ever, to confirm yourſelf in this miſa I 
ak, „% Would you * * e ae 
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the elracter you formerly gave of the Moravian bre- 
thren ; and the eſteem which you once had for the 
Myſtics, and their writings, -Conſiderin —_— 
therefore, it would better become you to de Aden | 
on ſuch a ſubject, and ſay, That which I know = 

« LORD), teach thou me.” And I imagine, it can 
never become ou, on any ſubject whatever, to break 
as ought not to be named a- 
mong Chriſtians ; ought to have no place but in the 
bottomleſs pit— This is an admonition, which, while 


The three following paragraphs relate to a 
which you are fond to attack, and which Ae 

diouſly declines. It conſtitutes no his er uf 
It forms not ſo much as the out-works. - Be it deme- 
liſhed 8 the grand privile ge, and the in- 
valuable bleſſing, 1 utification, through the righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, remains unſhaken, ſtands im- 
moveable.— In applying this to ourſelves, we 33 
neither upon univertl nor particular redemption, but 
only upon the divine & and the divine invitation, 
We aflure ourſelves of preſent and eternal falvation, 


through this perfect righteouſheſs, not as perſons e- 
lected, but as perſons warranted by the word of GON; 


bound by the command of GOD, and ed by the 8PI- 
RIT of G O D.— Therefore, while you are encounter- 
ing this doctrine, I would be looking unto F ESUS; 


be viewin the glory of my LORD; contemplating 


HIS perfection, and my own completeuth in HIM. 
Ik 1 divert, for a moment, from this 2 ob- 


comfort and final acceptance, even to ſome. whe 
cerely ſeek it. This is contrary to 00 W 
leſs — to the doctrine of your op 
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power?“ To ſhew the error of ſuch a ſentiment, 

and the fallacy of ſuch reaſoning, I ſhall Juſt mention 

a recent melancholy fact. 

News is brought, that the Prince George. man of 

war, Admiral Brederict's own ſhip, is burnt, and ſunk, 

and above four hundred ſouls that were on board, 
are periſhed, Six hours the flames - preyailed ; while 


every means was uſed to preſerve the * thip and crew; 


but all to no purpoſe. In the mean time, ſhrieks and 
groangꝭ, bitter moanings, and pierein Cries, were 
heard from every quarter. Raving, deſpair, and even 
madneſs preſented themſelves, in a variety of forms. 
Some ran to and fro diſtracted with terror, not know- 
ing what they did, or what they ſhould do. Others 
zumped over board, from all parts; and, to avoid 
the purſuit of one death, leaped into the jaws of 
another. [Thoſe unhappy wretches, who could not 
im, were obliged to remain upon the wreck, though 
lakes of tire fell on their bodies, Soon the maſts 
went away, and killed numbers, Thoſe who were 
.not killed, thought themſelves happy, to get upon 
the floating tim Nor yet were they ſafe; for 
the fire, hayin communicated itſelf to 7 guns, 
which were me. and ſhotted, they ſwept m 
nom this their laſt refuge. —What ſay you, Sir, to 
| * diſmal narrative? Does not your heart bleed? 

you have ſtood by, and denied your ſuccour, 
if it had = in your power to help? Would not you 
have done your utmoſt, to prevent the fatal cataſtrophe ? 
. Yet the LORD ſaw this extreme diſtreſs, He heard 
- their, piteous moans. He was able to ſave them, yet 
"Ry his aſſiſtance. Now, becauſe you would 
y have ſuccoured them if you could, = GOD 
EMI1GHTY could, but would not ſend them 
EF will you therefore conclude, that h are above 
55 LORD, and that your loving-kindnels is greater 
Tow! 218 offer to. "ny _ 2 conſę- 
* _ * 
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quence upon you. I am een you abhor tn 


W 
wedding · garment here means holineſs.” — 
Thus ſaying, you depart from Bengelius, fox whom 
you profeſs: ſo high à regard. Bengelius overlooks 
our expoſition, and gives his vote for Aſpaſio's. Hee 
| beſtis eft juſtitia C HRISTI. Awed by ſo venerable 
an authority, you have not ventured. to exclude this 
ſenſe from your comment. Lou have admitted it 
into your expoſitory notes, yet will not allow ww {poſe 
to admit it into his diſcourſe with Theron. 
your words; “ The weddin -garment, that is, the 
« righteouſneſs of CHRIST, firſt imputed; then 
“ implanted.” Which, by the way, is = perfectly 
accurate, nor according to the language of the goſpel. 
The goſpel diſtinguiſhes between 9 5 ghteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, and our own ri — That which 
is imputed, goes under the former, that which 1 m 
planted, under the latter denomi nation. 


However, let us conſider the circumſtances I he | 


caſe, 'and we ſhall find, that our. common favourite 

Bengelius has probability and reaſon on his fide. *'The 
| — 7 mentioned in this ble, conſiſted of poor 
— collected from the highways and hedges. 
Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that people in ſuch a condi. 
tion, and coming at a minute's warning, ſhould be 
able to furniſh 
| ſuitable. to the grand occaſion. Here then perſonal 
holineſs is put out of the queſtion.—But we mult, ſup- 
poſe, (which is conformable to the Egftern cuſtoms), 
that che king had ordered his ſervants, to accommy- 
date each gueſt from the royal wardrobe. That each 
might how this additions token of his ſovereign's 
"favour; and all might be arrayed in a manner be- 


coming the m cent ſolemnity. This exactl cot- 


3 with the nature of imputed righteouſneſs. 
r the naue, n will realy allows wy 
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pardon of fin, and peace with G'O D, the divine 
2 "of eternal life. From all which, uniting 
happy influence, true holineſs fprings. To fa 
that holineſs is the wedding t, neceſſary or 
aur introduction to this banquet, favours of abſurdity; 
kke fayin g holincls is neceſlary to holineſs. —lt is ab- 
ſrlute legality for it makes the performance of all 
duties, che way to the RED EEMER's grace. —It 
implies an impoſſibility; the finner, that can exerciſe 
holineſs, before ke receives CHRIST and his/SPHE- 
RI, is like the dead man, who ariſes and walks, 
before he is reſtored to life. 
The grand end which GOD propoſes i in all his fa- 
vourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is to demonſtrate 
the ſovereignty of his grace. Not ſo.“ Do you 
mean, Afpafio has not fpoken fo? that you have big 
repreſented his ſenſe ? have clipped and disfigured his 
coin? If this is your meaning, you ſpeak an undoubt- 
| ed truth. His words are, To demonſtrate the ſove- 
< 'rexgnty, and advance the glory of his grace.” Why 
Wy you ſuppreſs: the laſt clauſe? Was you 2 * 
—7 1 the deficiency, which you apt 
Aſpaſue, and expreſs the idea of imparting happ dess 
It fo, your fears are juſt enough. Why did you not 
take into conſideration thoſe texts of ſcripture, with 
which Aſpaſia confirms his tenet? Ought you not to 
have overthrown thoſe teſtimonies, ws oil you deny 
his doctrine? Otherwiſe, you oppoſe your own autho- 
rity, to the deciſion-of a prophet and of an apoſtle. 
Not ſo,” proceeds Mr Weſley. < To impart happt- 
4 neſs to his creatures, is his grand end herein.” 
The devout prophet ſpeaks otherwiſe ; I have — 
Him fe 23287 lary. The wiſe moraliſt ſpeaks 3 
Tbe LO bath created all things for himſelſ. 
holy apoſtle ſpeaks otherwiſe ; Torbs praiſe of the glory 
of. bis grace. From which, and recs innumerab 12 
ther places of ſcripture, from the reaſon of the — 
n the very nature of the 8 
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ING, it appears, that the primary leading aim, in all 
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GO D's works, and all GO D's difpenfations, is his 


own glory. The felicity of his creatures, though not 


ſeparated from it, though evidently included in it, is 
ſtill ſubordinate to it. And ſurely it is very meet and 
right ſo to be. Can there be a nobler end, or more 
worthy of an infinitely- wiſe agent, than the diſplay of 
thoſe ſublime perfections, for which, and throu 
which, and to which, are all things? Could G O 
make any other being the principal end of his acting, 
he would undeiſy himſelf, and give his glory to an- 
other. Does any creature imagine his own happiness 
to be a higher end than the divine glory? He there- 
by uſurps the GOD HEAD, making, as far as in 
him lies, IE HOVAH the ſubject, and himſelf the 
ſovereign. Cs Nod 
% Barely to demonſtrate his ſovereignty.” The 
word barely is not uſed by Aſpaſio. But it gives an- 
other ſpecimen of Mr Neſleys integrity, in ſtating 
truth, and doing juſtice to his opponents. It is not 
ſaid, the ſole, but the grand end. Therefore, would 
any unprejudiced perſon conclude, there muſt be ſome 
other, though inferior purpoſe? No, fays Mr 4 25 
hence I infer, that it was barely to demonſtrate his 
ſovereignty. Do you ſo? Then your inference is of 
a piece with the quotation, that as valid, as 'tbis is 
Barely to demonſtrate bis ſovereignty,” is a 
principle of action fit for the great Turk, not for the 
moſt high GON, Such a fraudulent quotation I havr 
not often ſeen, no, not in the Critical Reviewers: Io 
mark the ſentence with commas, and thereby aſſign 
it to Aſpaſio, is really a — — eſpecially, after 
you have thruſt in the word barely, and lopped off 
the word grace You have treated the paſſage worſe 
than Nahaſb king of Ammon treated the - ambafladors 
of David. They were aſhamed to ſhew their faces, 
under ſuch marks of abuſe and diſgrace. r_— 


- 


* the 
are intended. to exhibit” the fulleſt, faireſt, brighteſt 
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aſlamed of the clauſe, as you have mangled and dif- 
guiſed it. But reſtere it to its true ſtate; let it wear 
its native aſpect; then ſee 1 is blameable, or what 
is offenſive in it. — ch 0 

The dend w GOD propoſes i in all his 
— — tions to fallen man, is, to demon- 
itrate the ſowèreignty, and advance the glory of his 

grace. — The g, that it may Appear rich, unbound- 
ed, and infilutely ſurpaffing all we can with or ima- 
gine.— The ſ%vereignty, that it may appear free, un- 
— and abiblutety independent on any good. 
nest in the creature. — That 'finners may receive it, 
without waiting for any agiable qualities, or * 
forming any recommending conditions.— That, w 
received, it may che mouth of boaſting; 
cut off all pretenſions of perſonal merit; and teach 
every tongue to ſay, Nor unte ur, O LORD, not un- 
10 us, but unte thy name, be the praile. 
And ſhould we not rejoice in this method 


of the divine procedure? That the LOR D orders all 


| relating to our ſalvation,” to the praiſe of the 
tory of bis grace? Can any thing be more hononrable 
to our nature, or more | tran 
Can n y eſtabliſh, e ghly exalt 
our hapes? Angels, principalities, wers; all in- 
tellectual creatures, in all ages, = | worlds; are 
to look unto vs, unto us men they are to look, for 
the moſt conſummate diſplay of *G © N's grace. Our 
<xaltation/ and felicity are to he the mirror, in which 
the wondering cherubim and ſeraphim willcontemplate 
nt of IEHOV AH. How 
muſt that honour and that happineſs be, which 


view of *GOD's: infinitely-glorious grace! How ſure 
muſt that honour and happineſs * 2 are ſo in- 
connected with the glo 
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than the amiable attributes of GODHEA D can be. 2 


ſtripped of their luſtre 
e is a boondlefr ocean of . . N. chat 
ocean is far from boundleſs, if it wholly by 
nine tenths of mankind.” What, - if it had 
by all mankind, as it certainly did all the devils, 
would it have been the lefs boundich on that account ? 


with, methinks, you would ſtudy the evil of fin- 


more, and not fo frequently obtrude upon us a ſub- 
ject, of which neither you nor I ſeem. to. be maſters. 
Then we ſhould neither have Ae GOD, 
nor high thoughts of ourſelves.: 1: | 
You cannot ſuppoſe, GOD. ——_ enter into a freſh. 
covenant, with an n/olvent aud attainted creature *,, 
Theſe are A/paſio's words. To which Mr. Weſley re- 
plies ; * I both ſuppoſe and know, he did. Satis cunt 
imperio. Then be pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew us, where.the, 
Almig hty entered into a covenant. with fallen Adam ;; . > 
for of him we\are. ſpeaking. - Produce the 0 
deed j- at leaſt favour us wich a tranſcript. ,. | 
will take Your: eee is backed with fuck 
authority. 
G0 D made ha new covenant with CHRIST. | 
and charged him with the performance of the cnc 
tions. 1 deny both theſe aflerfiogs.”” And chat ia 
reaſon for this denial? Is it deduced from. ſcrip- 
ture? Nothing like it. + I it founded on the 
of things? No attempt 
you yourſelf; affirm, that thele, afſertions © are the 
central point, wherein Calvini n and  Antinomaniſm 
«© meet. Or, in other words, they tend to eſtabliſh 
what you diſlike, and to overthrow what you have 
taught. This is all the cauſe, which you aſſign for 
1 Len 2 we thats W tg en- 
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gage in controverſy, my adverſary may be furniſhed. 


with ſuch arguments. 
Tou deny the aſſertions now. But don't you for- 
get what you allowed and maintained a little while 
: when you - yourſelf, adopting a from 
Theron and Aſpaſſo, called CHRIST a head?” 
—Pray, what is a fœderal head, bot a perſon with 
| * — covenant is made, in behalf of himſelf and 
others? — Here your judgment was accordin 
truth. Fit, peedy fit for ſuch an office is CHRIST, ; 
whoſe life is all his own, who is able to merit, and 
mighty to ſave. But abſolutely unfit for it, utterly 
. 8 of it, is fallen man; whoſe life is forfeited, 
whoſe moral ability is Joſt, and whoſe very nature is 
enmity againſt GO P. 
* have made a covenant ith ty choſen. —*< Name- 
, with David my ſervant.” Toe; with David as 
9 HRT ST. or rather as a type of CHRIST. 
You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST is called by 


this very name. The LORD, ſpeaking by the pro- 
phet Ezehrel, fays, I will fet up one ſbenberd over them, 
and he ſhall feed them, even > Gre David. — Was 
David beloved? CHRIST was incomparably. more 
fo—Was David G O' D's choſen one? CHRIST 
was fo hkewiſe, and in a far fublmer ſenſe, and 
for infinitely more momentous purpoſes. —Was David 
G OD's ſervant? So was -FESUS CHRIST, and, 
by his ſervices, brought unſpeakably-greater hondur to 

e LORD his G0 D, than all kings on earth, and 
all the princes of heaven.—Several parts of this pſalm 
muſt be applied to CHRIST ; and, if ſeveral of them 
muſt, the princ ipal of them may and ought. 


| He will waſh you in the blood whic atones, and 


inveſt you with the righteouſneſs which juſtfes- 


« Why ſhould you thus put aſunder continually what 
5 GOD I.” How difficult is it to pleaſc 


8 Beloved, This is the meaning of 110 Davids ae 
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Mr oft When A/paſio ſpoke of CHRIST'S 
righteouſneſs, without particularly mentioning . bis 
yoo you ſaid it was better to mention them boch 


together ; it behoved us never to name the former, 


without the latter. Vet here, when both are men- 
tioned, and the particular uſe of each is f 


you. 
complain of his putting aſunder what G0 D has 


ined ; which, in truth, is no disjoining, but an l- 
5 and en of the unſearchable riches 
of CHRIST. 

GOD himſelf, at the laſt day, pronounces them righ- 


feous. becauſe they are intereſted in the obedience of 


the REDEEMER. « Rather, becauſe they are 
« waſhed in his blood, and renewed by his SPIRIT.” 


6 OD will. juſtify them in the laſt day, in the very 


ſame way whereby he juſtified them in this . world; 
namely, uſe they are intereſted in the obedience 


of the REDEEMER. As for their renewal by 


the SPIRTT, though it will then be perfect, yet it 
will be no cauſe of their acquitta}, but the privilege of 
thoſe who are acquitted. —A proof of this, at lealt an 
atteſtation of 10 it, the world has received from your 
own pen. For neither our own inward nor out- 
« ward righteouſneſs is 3 our juſtification. 

* Holineſs of heart, as as holineſs of life, is not 
the cauſe, but the eſſect of it. The ſole cauſe of 
« our acceptance-with-GOD, is the righteouſneſs and 
death of CHRIST, who- fulfilled G O D's law, 
“ and died in our ſtead. Excellent ſentiments! In 
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The practical improvement of the doctrine of a 


fifiner's juſtification by the righteouſneſs of 


© Chriſt, taken from a little piece, entitled, A 
- + DISCOURSE 'UPON JUS TIFICA TIO N, print- 
ed at London in 1740, which Mr Hervey 


highly eſteemed, and warmly recommended. 


Being no improper ſupplement to the doctrine 
contained in THERON and Aer Aso, and A- 
SsPASLIO VINDICATED. N 


1. Qlxcx the juſtification of a finner is by the com- 
, plete obediznce of Jeſus Chriſt, 7mputed to him, 
and received by faith, unto. ſuch great and glorious 
eds; we may hence learn, what reaſon we have to 
admire that infinity of w:/dom, which ſhines; forth in 
as eu nce of 1 and to wore that im- 
me race, which is diſplayed in thi fious 
proviſion —— for the — of heaven lden 
the beloved John was favoured with a viſionary fight, 
of the woman-bride, the Lamb's wife; as dothed. with 


_ Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and ſhining. forth in 


the reſplendent rays of her Bridegroom's glory; he 
fays, he ſaw a wonDEx, Rev. xii. 1. And a wonder 
it is indeed; ſo great, that it calls for the admiration, 
both of men, and of angels. This is one of thoſe 
glorious things, that by the goſpel is revealed unto us, 
which the angels defire to look into, 1 Pet. 1. 12. And 
while ſinful men have the forgiveneſs of their fins 
through Chriſt's blood, and the acceptation of their per- 
Vins in him, the Beloved, according to the riches of the 
Father's grace, wherein he has abounded towards them, 
in all wiſdom and prudence ; it becomes them to ad- 
mire and adore the fame, and to cry out, with the 
apoſtle, O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 

| | knowledge 
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free gift of righteouſneſs, is revealed unto them 


which are hidden from the natural man; 
impoſſible to be known by any, but heaven-born 
fouls, under a ſpecial revelation above, 1 Cor. ii. 


rr 
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tnowledge of God ! Hm unſearchable are his judgments, 


and his ways paſt finding out, E ph. i. 6. 7. 8. Rom. xi. 


That the obedience of the Son of God ſhould be 
made our righteouſneſs, the righteouſneſs of à inner, 
to his complete juſtification before God, is ſuch a pro- 
ject of infinite wi/don;, ſuch a proviſion of infinite grace; 
for the ſalvation of God's choſen, that every way be⸗ 
comes the great IEHOVARH] and will be the endlets 
wonder of men and angels! t es 
2. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is wholly by 
the righteouſneſs of another, which is a way of life 


above nature, above being diſcovered by nature's light. 


and ſeen by nature's eye, or diſcovered by the light of 
the law, and diſcerned by natural reaſen; we may 
learn hence, what an abſolute neceſſity there is of a 
ſupernatural revelation thereof, in order to the ſoul's 
receiving of this righteouſneſs, and ſo of the grace of 


ene thereby. This is one of thoſe things that 


has prepared for his people, that never entered into 
the heart of the natural man to conceive of, which he 
has neither &nown,. nor can underſtand ; and therefore 
deems it foolihneſs, or a fooliſh thing, for any to 
think they ſhall be juſtified by the obedience of Chriſt, 
excluſive of all their own works. But the 
God receive not the Spirit which is of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that they may know the things. 
which are freely given them of God.” And this, 


Spirit, though it is one of thoſe deep things 


9. Cc. 3 a * 5 | N a 
3. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is by the obe- 
dience” of Chriſt alone; we may hence learn, how 


greatly important the knowledge thereof is! The fnoto- 


dee of this righteouſneſs muſt needs be of the ut- 
moſt importance, ſince ignorance of it, and nen ſubmiſſion 
Vol. IV. No 19. * ett | Jupn "to 
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The practical improvement of the doctrine of a 


fifiner's juſtification by the righteouſneſs of 


© Chriſt, taken from a little piece, entitled, A 
- +. DISCOURSE UPON.JUS TIFICA TIO N, print- 
ed at London in 1740, which Mr Hervey 


| highly eſteemed, and warmly recommended. 


Being no improper ſupplement to the doctrine 
contained in THERON and AsrAsTO, and A- 
spASTIO VINDICATED. 1 


1. Qlxcx the juſtification of a ſinner is by the com- 
I plete obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, inputed to him, 
and received by faith, unto: ſuch great and glorious 
effe4s:; we may hence learn, what reaſon we have to 
edmire that infinity of w:/dom, which ſhines, forth in 


the contrivance of this wonder; and to adore that im- 


menſity of grace, which is diſplayed in this  glotious 
proviſion nile for the —— of heaven 5,0 — 
the beloved J7obn was favoured with a viſionary ſight 
of the woman-bride, the Lamb's wife; as dethed. with 


Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and ſhining. forth in 


the reſplendent Trays of her Bridegroom's glory; he 
fays, he ſaw a wonpER, Rev. xii. 1. And a wonder 
it is indeed ; ſo great, that it calls for the admiration, 
bath of men, and of angels. This is one of thoſe 
vous things, that by the goſpel is revealed unto us, 
which the angels defare to look into, 1 Pet. i. 13. 
_ while finful men have the forgiveneſs of their fins 
through Chriſt's blood, and the acceptation of their per- 
Vn in him, the Beloved, according to the riches of the 
Father's grace, wherein he has abounded towards them, 
in all wiſdom and prudence ; it becomes them to ad- 
mire and adore the fame, and to-cry out, - with the 
apoſtle, O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
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knowledge of God ! How unſearchable are his judgments, 
and his Ways paſt finding out Eph. i. 6. 7. 8. Rom. Xi. | 

33. That the obedience of the Son of God ſhould be 

made our righteouſneſs, the righteouſneſs of à inner, 

to his complete juſtification before God, is ſuch a pro- 
ject of infinite idm, ſuch a proviſion of infinite grace; 
for the ſalvation of God's choſen, that every way be- 
comes the great JEHovan! and will be the endlets 
wonder of men and angels! n 20% re 

2. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is wholly by 

the righteouſneſs of another, which is a way of Jie 


above nature, above being diſcovered by natyre's light. 


and ſeen by nature's eye, or diſcovered by the light of 
the law, and diſcerned by natural reaſon ; we may 
learn hence, what an abſolute neceſſity there is of a 
ſupernatural revelation thereof, in order to the ſoul's 
receiving of this r:ghteouſneſs, and ſo of the grace of 
e thereby. This is one of thoſe things that 
has prepared for his people, that never entered into 
the heart of the natural man to'concerve- of, which he 
has neither #nown, nor can underſtand ; and therefore 
deems it fooliſhneſs, or a fooliſh thing, for any to 
think they ſhall be juſtified by the obedience of Chriſt, 
excluſive of all their own works. But the e of. 
God receive not the Spirit which is of the world," but the 
Spirit wwhich is of God, that they may know the things 
which are freely given them of God. And this, of the 
free gift of righteouſneſt, is revealed unto them by his 
Spirit, though it is one of thoſe deep things of Ged, 
which are hidden from the natural man; which are 
impoſſible to be known by any, but heaven- born 
ſouls, under a ſpecial revelation above, 1 Cor. ii. 
5 3. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is by the obe- 
dience” of Chriſt alone; we may hence learn, how 
_ important the knowledge thereof is! The &now-- 
edge of this righteouſneſs muſt needs be of the ut- 
moſt importance, ſince ignorance of it, and non. ſubmiſſion 
Vol. IV. No 19. 3 | to 


 wnrighteaus ſtate; 


- neſs did exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſeribes 


. . with God, ſhall be ſent away from Chriſt, 
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to it, bich always go together), leave the ſoul in an 
ja TR Nay maſs my x. 3. All thoſe 
miſerable ſouls, who are ob, — of Chriſt's rrghteouf- 
neſi, go abaut toeftabliſh þ own righteouſneſs ; and, 
alas! ihe bed i is Harter, than that a man can ſtretch bim- 
felf upon it, and the covering narrower, than that he can 
wrap himſelf in it, Il. xxviii. 20, There is no true 
reſt for a ſinner, from the works 22 own hands; no 
covering for a naked ſoul, fro Ag leaves of its own 
righteeuſneſs, though ever ſo aps lewed _— 

Our Lord told his ee t that except their dic e 
Phar- 


fees, they fſheuld in no caſe enter into the kingdom of beaven, 
Matth. v. 20. . Theſe ſcribes and Phariſees were the 
dane the religious men of that age, the ſtrict obſer- 
vers of Mess law, that truſted in tbem/elves, that 
they were righteous, by 9 own. legal performances, 
and thought to get to heaven by means thereof. 
But our Lord declares, that none ſhall ever come 
there, but thoſe who have a better righteouſneſs, a 
righteouſneſs that exceeds a Phariſaical righteouſneſs, 
i. e. ſuch a righteouſneſs that every way anſwers to 
all the extenſive requirements of the la, in heart, lip, 
and life ; and this is no other than the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, imputed to poor ſinners, — theirs by im- 
en; in which, being completely ju/ified, — 

ing to law and juſtice, as rigbteous perſons, 
be admitted into the kingdom of heaven, or into the 

of the heavenly fate ; while all thoſe who truſt 
jn their own — nt ag 5, and think they have done 
works, which they dare plead for ac- 


into eternal miſery, with a Depart from me, * workers of 
iuiquiiy, Matth. vii. 22. 

And as our Lord, in this his /ermen upon the mount, 
had been expounding the law of God, in 1 
tuality, as extending to the heart, as well as /ife ; 


* ths ad of beeping the Commandments 
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| ſayings of Chriſt, he hens him unte a 
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in the ame extenſive manner that the law required, 
in order to make a.perſon righteous ;- fo, in the con- 
cluſion thereof, he ſays, Therefore who heareth 
theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, I vill liten bim un- 
to a wiſe man, who. built his houſe upon a roc: and the 
rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat. upon that houſe: and it fell not, ſor it was 
founded upon @ rock, ver. 24. 25. Theſe" ſayings of our 
Lord contain the ſubſtance of the moral aw, and the 
doing of them unto 75 5 before God is by be- 
lieving; as faith lays on Chriſt, who has obeyed 
the law perfectly, as the repreſentative of his people: 
on which account, they may be ſaid to Have done, or 
fulfilled, the law in him; his obedience being imputed 
— for their complete jreſtrfication e 
As urety s payment, among men, is accounted to 

the debtor, and is the fame, jo/the eye of the /aw, and as 
eſfectual for his full diſcharge, as if he himſelf had paid 
the debt. And he that thus dv#b the law, or theſe 
fe man, who 
built bit houſe upon a rock.. It is apiece of natural 2 

dom, to lay a good foundation for a fately' ffructure: 
and the moſt rm that houfe can be built on, is 

that of a rock. And he is ſpiritually wiſe, wie 
unto ſaluabion, lays the hole fu of it, and builds 
al} his. Hops of life, upon Chriſt,” the Roch of ages; in 
winckitappears, that he is wie indeed. For as in nature, 
x houſe. that is built upon a roct, will ſtand the form; 
fo the /o that is built upon Chris, ſhall never be re- 
moved-: . The rain may deſtend, the floods. come, and the 
winds beat ; afſlictions, temptations, and trials of all 
kinds, may beat vehemently againſt that fon}; but ſhall 
never deſtroy its ſalvation, nor make it a/hamed of its 
hope. No; Chriſt, the Rock of immutability, will hold 
it un/baken, in a late of ſalvation, through /i/e, thro? 

death, at judgment, and for ever. Such a louF and, 
as. immoveable, in the of juſtification, and life, 


T 2 


as the rocþ itlelf, on which it is founded. Berat T 
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five, ſaith our Lord, ye Hall live alſe, John xiv. 19. 
Chriſt's life is che lite Ky that ſoul, t depends upon 
him alone, for all. its juſtification, and eternal falva- 
tion. And therefore the zv1/dom of faith is great in- 
—_—_ that Rees the ttorm, and thus provides 
560 Ke 

w But hs; ſaith our Lord, that heareth theſe ſayin 

mine, and 'deth-them not, (i. e. that heareth to ] ſayings of re- 
guirements, and endeavours to obey the ſame, for righ- 
teouſneſs before God, and ſo doth. them net ; becauſe 
his obedience cannot comE up to that perfection 
which the Jaw- requires), Hall be likened unto a fooliſh 


man, which built his. bauſe upon the ſand : and the rain 


deſcended, 1. and- the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houſe ; and it fell, and great was the 


fall & it, ver. 26. 27. Oh, the folly of that poor ſin- 


ner, Who lays the ſtreſs of his ſalvation, and builds his 
hope of life, upon his wn righteouſneſs! For this 
foundation cannot endure the ſtorms of divine 


_ eorath, which ſhall be revealed from heaven 


all unri teouſneſs of men; —— 

being driven away, by the tempeſt of God's 

and the floods of his 1ndignation, into the 

eternal miſery. The houſe fell, that was thus built up- 

on the ſand, and great was the fall of it / Oh, what a 

miſerable diſappointment will it be to that ſoul, that 

goes down to the chambers of eternal death, with this he 

5 own 11ghteouſneſs in hit right hand ; from which he 
all along hoped for eternal life when this Way 
emed 3; 5 bin in br own eyes, as if it would 
— life, (by his ing thereon), 

— — he hope of the hypocrite (or 


of him that truſts in himſelf, that he is righteous, by 


his on external performances, when yet his heart 
is far from that conformity to- God, — — 


FS fall peri t th 70 fall the nyo be cut | 
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which he had raiſed up, in his imagination, to ſhelter 
him from the ſtorm of divine ven e), but it ſball 
not ſtand ; he fball hold it faft, but it ſpall not endure, 
Job ren No, clris houſe of his ſhall be 

as ſoon deſt the ſtorm / of God's indignation, 
as a pider s web is as down, by the beſom that 
2 againſt it; and the miſerable ſoul, that truſted 
be driven away into eternal perdition. 

— an error in the foundation will prove fatal to 
the building; and therefore the .tnowledge of Chriſt, 
as the alone way of a ſinner's \yuſftifitation, and life, 
muſt need be of the higheſt importance; ſince no other 
refuge can ſtand the form, but Chriſt,” as THE Lonp 
our RIGHTEOUSNESS, this glorious hiding- place, which 
God has prepared for poor ſinners, whither they may 
run, and be for ever-/afe. And as for thoſe who live 
and die in ignorance of, and non. ſubmiſſion to the righ- 
—_— of Chriſt, they will certainly die in their fans, 
2 ok: riſb for ever. They will all be found filthy, at 

of judgment, that have not been enabled to 
— in Chriſt's S/, for cleanſing from all fin; 
they will all be found unſuſt, at that awful day, _ 
have not believed in the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, for 
their juſtification before God; and fo muſt remain. for 
ever. For concerning them, it will then be ſaid, He 
that is filthy, let him be'filthy ful: and be that is unjuſt, 
let bim be unjuſt ſtill; ALERT, abide ſo, to an end- 
leſs eternity. Butt. 

Since: there is' butivhe way for a Saves to be u- 
2 before God, and that is by the obedience of =_ 
alone; this informs us, what ' folly thoſe 
are guilty: : of, who preſt poor ſinners to obey the — 
to make themſelves righteous in the fight of God, 
when there is ne law-given that can give life unto 
them; and how dangerous it is for fouls,” to ſit under 
ſuch a miniſtry, that naturally miNleads them; ſince 
while he blind leads the blind, both fall into the ditch. 
* „ VOIP that- 0 fe, | 
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ſays the apoſtle, verily righteouſneſs fhould have been by 
the law, Gal. iii. 21. But as is no Fr 7 «96g 
that can give life to a ſinner; it is a vain, fooliſh thing, 
to preſs ſuch a foul, to get a righteouſne iy by his own 
performances, which was never appointed of God, nor 
can be attained by man. No; the 2 tare. hath con- 
cluded all under fin, that the promiſe (of l $4 faith of 
Jie Ci (as A Enner's. righteouſneſs) might be given 

o them that believe, ver. 22. And thoſe who receive 

it not in this -way, ſhall never attain it in any other, 

but muſt go without it for ever. The labour of the 
Fooliſh, lays the wiſe man, wearieth every one of then, 
becauſe he knoweth not horn 4% go to the city, Eccleſ. x. 

15. A man may labour all his days, to make himſelf 
righteous before God, by his own performances and to 
make his peace with him, by og ing vn repentance, and 
humiliation. for en,; and yet 4% all his labour at oft, 

and ſo weary himſelf in vain, being never able to | 
— that eternal reſt, which God has pre- | 
— becauſe he-bnoweth not Ci, 
the only way that leads thither; and ſo walls not by | 
e All men by nature te 
rant of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, ant is God's ragy Ju- 
flifying — 2 ſinner; and it is erous for 
fouls, to fit under ſuch a miniſtry, that 
and perſuades them their /afety li i 
believing. For how Gli they bolieve, ſaith the — 
in him of whom they have not heard? * 
hear wit bout a praac her! Anid how. fball: t 
except they be ent? Rom. X. 14. 15. How 1 
ſouls bolieve in Chrilt for ii 

never heard of his rig 
obje of faith? And ho- thall they be 
preacher of that goſpel that declares 21 4 how 
hall they preach the goſpel to others, ivr have never 
ſeen that ſalvation it reveals for ſinners, b "ty. o 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, . themſelves? How they de 
. _— — Wann that have 
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be wholly of his 
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never ſeen, nor experienced it themſelves? And how 
does it appear, that they are /ent by Chriſt, to preach 
the goſpel, who neither Ino, nor proclaim his r:gh- 
teouſneſs, for the juſtification of a ſinner ; which is ſuch 
a Cm deftrine thereof? Have we not reaſon to fear, 

of thoſe who are called miniſters of the go- 

hk are rather preachers of Moſes, than of Chriſ?? and 

| Pr to lead ſouls to the 
4 th of the law, than to the liberty 

of the goſpel * But how beautiful are the feet 

f hes that + the goſpel of Tn, that bring glad 

tidings of 7 things * at publiſh that peace with 
God, which was made for ſinners e by the blood 

poſſeſſed only by faith in him 


that proclaim the glad tidings of thoſe things, 
which God has £ to be enj by fimners, 

through the 5 rigbtecuſneſi of his Son! And 
how great is the lege of thoſ: e ſouls, who fit un- 
der a goſpel- ; fince this is the means 2 pimp 


of God, to work a:th in chem, N 
to them ! Once more, 

5. Since the juſtification of er is by the . 
teoufneſs of Chriſt, _—_— to him, and received 
faith alone; we may hence learn, how great the 
tron of che juſ; d ones is, to live to the e 
grace, which has ſo freely and fully ju/trfie | 
in and through Chriſt, A ed oh WP Kea 
When the apoſtle had afferted the juſtification and 
falvation of God's people, both Fews and Gentiles, to 
mercy, in and thro Choi, 
Rom. xi. 32. and admired the riches of 52 
which was ſo brightly diſplayed in the diſpenfations of 
his mer Ten-; them, ver. 33. he thus conclades his 
Her of him, * through him, and to 
him are all t things ; ; to whom he glory for ever, Amen. 
*'Tis as if he ſhould ſay, Since all things, relating to 
the juſtification and ſalvation of God's people, are 
him, 8 it is meet that the glory of 
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ſhould, by them, be given /o him. And therefore, 
when he-applics this doctrine of God's free mercy in 
Chriſt, to them who had obtained it, he thus ad- 


ers of, in the fergiveneſi of all your fins, and in 
the juſtification of your perſons, [that ye preſent your bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto „that 


reaſonable thing, ar a thing for which there is the 
higheſt reaſen, that you ſhould ever /erve the Lord, 
to the glory of that grace, by which you are freely 
juſtified, and ſhall be eternally glorified. And thus, 
the apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet, ii. 9. But ye are a choſen gene- 
ration, a royal prieſtheed, (who are waſhed from all 
your ſins in Chniſt's blood, and clothed with his righ - 
teouſnels), an holy nation, a peculiar 22 ;. that ye: 
ſhould fhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called you 
aut of darkneſs, into -his marvellous light, And, 9 
know, ſays the apoſtle Paul, how we exhorted and com- 
farted, and charged every one of you, (i. e. of you, juſti- 
fied, fayed ones), 2 wall wort hy 7 Gad, wha 
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory, 1 Theſſ. ii. 
11.12. And in ſhort, as it was God's deſigu to get 
himſelf glory, in the juſtification of ſinners, by = 
gene of Jeſus Chriſt; ſo the diſplay thereof, 

oug out the whole goſpel, lays them under the 
highelt oblgation to (ive to his praiſe. Does Gay * ö 
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Father impute the obedience of his Son to poor ſinners ? 
did God the Son in fe and in death for them? 
and does God the ou reveal and apply this righ- 
teouſneſs to them ; and enable them to recerve the ſame, 
as à free gift of grace, unto their eternal hfe in glory? 
What thanks, what praiſe, is due to God, in each of 
his gloriqus perſons, for this abundant grace! And 


and life, in all Kind of holy obedience, both now 
always be, Thanks be unto God, for the grace of Jusriri- 
CATION ! for this his unſpeakable GieT | 2 Cor. ix. 15. 
Amen! Hallelujah ! — 
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Objections contained in a late Treatile; 
entitled, Letters on Theron and . 


29 1 


To WAICH'1s PREBISE B. ** 


A ſeries of LIS TTEAS from Mr . to te 
Author, authenticating this Defence with his 
entire approbation, and manifeſting it to be 
406 only e one that can be Ok to "the: Fu- 


- L „ . 
tv 37, tet erent -y © 
: 111 


HE intention of of prefixing Hy FRETS aka. rey 
ly, is, in fact, to recommend it to the attention af the 
ic, as ſuch a farther explication and defence af Theron. <1 

994 0, as was quite agreeable to his awn judgment; ſuch as 
(in {ubſtance) would have appeared in the world, in his ebe · 
nt and entertainin 8 manner of addreſs, had it pleaſed the 
| — a Diſpoſer of all events to have continued him in life, 
and fuch as the preſent ſituatioa of his writings require. 
It has been already. remarked, in the intimation 
printing Mr Heryey's letters, that © when writers or a diſtin- 


* 


nnen CE 


<" xiiiſhed ſuperiority have gained our admiration and applauſe, 
ve are fond of penetrating into their more retired apart- 
ments, and aſſociating with them in the ſequeſtered walks of 
< private life.” A curioſity of this nature cannot be more 
fully  gratificd ; we. cannot be uſhered into Mr Hervey's 
company to better purpoſe, than to hear him declare what he 
Himſelf counted moſt valuable in all his writings ; that which 
was his main deſign, and to which he would have his readers 
contigfally ad ert; theſe ſentiments, which (as he expreſſes it 
in obe vf his letters) I wiſh to have written on my heart; 
ſuch as I wiſh to ſpeak and teach while I live; and in my 
«« writings (if my writings ſurvire me) to teſtify when I am 
dead. More eſpecially, if what he fo eſteemed is the 
dctriae af our Lord and his apoftles, otherwiſe Mr Hervey's 
eſteem will be but of ſmall account. | | 
It ſcems te more neceſſary that be ſhould thus be made to 
ſpeak for himſelf, fince ſome who have diſtinguithed them- 
ſelves as bis peculiar frienfls, and as very angry with Meri Saw. 
deman in his behalf, arc at the ſame time very likely to be no 
friends ti his defence. The reaſon is, whatever may be the 
motive for their profeſſed regard, they have for many years 
paſt, and do unto this day, manifeſt great ignorance, if not 
great emnity, in reſpect of che principles which formed and 
inftucaced Mr Hervey's faith and practice; and on which he 
veatured his eternal concerns; ſtigmatizing, or, I ſhould ra- 
ther ſay, hononring them, with the fame kind of reproaches 
as the ancient oppeſers* of Chriſtianity <aſt upon our Lord 
and his diſciples. Perhaps it may awaken the attention of 
ſome to inquire of the unerring oracles, What is truth? when 
they find, by theſe letters, that there is no dependence to be 
| elſewhere ; and that thoſe in whom they have truſted 
as ſpiritual guides, applaud, K EK, 1 with very little judg- 
ment, or with a worſe Ss Ee —— 13 
After all, I am not fo ſanguine in my expectation, as 

thiok that by this,” or any other method, the deſpiſed truth o 
che goſpel will preyail wich many, agaiaft the ſtream of the 
reputed devont and highly eſteemed of this world. We muſt 
remember the treatment which our Lord and his diſciples met 
with; and as the world is not better now than it was in thoſe 


days, we have little reaſon to expect better ſucceſs. - 
M Rervey began to find he had been, in a miſtake in this 
reſpect, and would have publicly acknowledged as much, had 
ke lived but a few months longer. He began to be acquainted 
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with that true grace of God, which is contrary to the courſe 


of this world, in its devouteſt form, for upwards of twelve 
years before our correſpondence commenced. ' He was willing 
to recommend it te their conſideration, and (if poſſible) make 
it appear lovely to their view. He dreſſed it up with all che 
beauties of eloquence, and all the winning arts of perſuaſion. 


He concealed whatever he thought might give his readers diſ- 
guſt, and even entreated his friend to conceal their correſpon- 


dence for the preſent, left the power of prejudice (raiſed by 
his profeſſed friends) ſhould prevent them from looking into 
his books: and all this in hopes to prevail, and give the de- 
ſpiſed goſpel of Jeſus a recommending appearance in their eyes. 
But alas! he died before he had accomplithed this defign ; and 
perhaps, had he lived to the age of Methuſelab, he would ne- 
ver have brought it to paſs.” So that we can only look upon 
this as his fervent deſire, that the important truth, in which he 
had found all he wanted, ſhould be as great a bleffing to others 
as it had been to him. He gained a return of compliment for 
his favourable ſentiments and kind behaviour, but it was in 
vain for him to expect to prevail any farther. ns 
His notion was, as — expreſſes it, that * the taſte 
„ of the preſent age is ſomewhat like the humour of children, 
« their milk muſt be ſagared, their wine ſpiced, and their ne- 
« ceflary food garniſhed with flowers and enriched with ſweer- 
« meats.” His defire that what he called his principal point 
might be, if poſſible, made thus palatable, engaged him in 
ſeveral correſpondencies, ſuited to the embelliſhment of his 
works; his ſuperiority, as a writer, cauſed many to covet an 
acquaintance and friendſhip with him; and his tender and 
complaiſant behaviour, even to thoſe who differed, gave ſome 
of them hopes of prevailing with him, or by him, to advance 
their own various and oppoſite ſentiments, Filled with theſe 
hopes, their behaviour towards him was accordingly reſpect- 
ful; which, together with his retired ſituation in life, pre- 
vented him, in a great meaſure, from diſcerning their enmity 
to his principles. Taking it for granted they meant as they 
ſpake, he judged them aiming to promote the ſame important 
cauſe. Had this been fact, they would have ſtill merited the 
regard he paid them; their profeſſed zeal would have been 
commendable, had it been ſubſervient to the true grace of G 
for which he pleaded; but bears as different an aſpect when 
their enmity and oppoſition thereto is Ciſcovered ; even as 


Paul's 
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Paul's ö dat, was to the piety and zeal of 
his Phariſaic ſtate, 
No ſooner was he dead than confultations were, on foot, 
tending to bury bis principles as well as him. His private let- 
ters were publicly advertiſed for, in order to be printed; 
which, by the uſc made of them, ſecms not done with any de- 
ſign to. eſtabliſh the truths he contended for, but to pick out, if 
poſſible, ſomething, to their diſadvantage; and, what is fill 
more unworthy, to eſtabliſh their own characters in ſuch at- 
tempts on the encomiums he had at one time or other beſtowed 
on them, for want of ſeeing them properly; for want of know- 
ing that their ruling principle was a fixed enmity to that goſpel 
which was his ſole delight. Beſides this, ſeveral reports were 
ſpread, detrimental to the important truth he had ſo contended 
for. And knowing chat all and every one of them could 
be fully diſproved by Mr Hervey's own hand-writing, I counted 
it my duty to print the defence, and to publiſh the letters to 
the author, to authenticate it with Mr Hervey's approbation. 
Though I was apprehenſtve, at the ſame time, it might carry the 
pe arance of oftentation, to ſuch as did not know what was 
in hand; and ſo could not be ſenſible ſupport of the im- 
portant truth, which ſhines through all his works, depended; 
in ſome meaſure,. on the, publication of theſe letters. 
Notwithſtanding all this, the perſons concerned in the pu- 
blication of two volumes, under the title of The letters of the 
late Rev. Mr James Hervey, have exerted 2 with 
uncommon boldneſs, in disfiguring his principles; and, at the 
ſame time, introduce their own. This is evidentl manifeſt from 
ſeveral notes annexed to theſe letters . In theſe volumes they 
have inſinuated that the author of the defence of Theron and 
Aſtaſio was © on the Antimonzan fide. of the queſtion, and that 
Mr Hervey by no means approved of his ſentiments.” Up- 
an this there immediately appeared in the Gazetteer, Aug. 22 
and Londen Chronicle, Aug. 26. a letter to the editor and pu- 


hliſher of theſe volumes, ſignifying the ſhacking appearance 
af . of a 


man ſo averſe to ſuch proceedings: ing, from Mr 
Her vey's own words, the moſt apprecny Choo in their aſ- 
ſertions; there being no letter in the whole two. volumes, ſo 
expreſſive of ſameneſs. of ſentiment, as the letters to the author 
of. the defence of Theron and Aſpoſio.; and concloding with 
theſe words, The ſecret ſtabs that are given to characters, by 


. All theſe notes are thrown — . ES Ig. 
modern 


8, 


ye 


_ fas, I am ſometimes apprehenſive that he would, draw me 
n 1 know be can 


they inquire farther who are Aztinomians, meaning w 


f 
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„modern pretenders to , 'a of juſtice 
« bluſh. And I am real friends to Mr Her ueꝝ s 
799 memorr, or writings, will not be pleaſed to his name 
made ſubſervient to ſuch baſe purpoſes. The proceedings 
e e 
where we are told, that Mr Hervey. himſelf is of NO means 
« free of the charge of ſtretching the principles of Calvin in- 
to Antinomianiſm,” p. 379. It is very evident Mr. Hervey 


cent ed Ne wb ns Colnindthcal or: Arminian dif 
In one of his letters, ſpeaking of Mn #-——'s conduct, he 


fa 


— what this dreadful thing called — — 3 mon — 
told & hundred bugbear tales of monſters io human ns? 
_ 


— ſa abandoned as to hold, ſuch dreadful opinions eines. they 


n whom 


have nothing more to do, than to place the name y 
leaſe; and it follows of courſe, by this artful hiſt, 
603 and deceived multitude belive the perſons, ſo pointed out, 0 
under that name. Were it 
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be guilty of whatever bas been charged 
not for this piece of artifice, they mi 


ly and fairly, to point out the particular errors of thoſe they diſlike 


and accuſe ; and, in ſo doing, might. manifeſt, that they themſelves 
* what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
[neal bas very properly exkibized lack vain decldimers in be 


following note 

. Thi pats. 6 in, mind of what Zuge,, replied helge 

«« who was often nfinuating, that be preached Liceations doctrine be- 

cauſe he enlatged, with peculiar affiduiry, upon faith in J. 
© CunrisTr; and-frequently choſe ſuch texts de, Baliowe im the Lord 
Jas, aud thou fhal; be awed.” a 
« | preach ſalvatioa by tus C slr, md gie me lese t 

„alk, whether you know what ſalvation by CAA r — 

ha 
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but admits of a variety of definitions, according to 


the various ſentiments of the perſons who uſe it, from the 
moſt profeſſed preachers of Chriſt, down to the Menthly Re- 
viewers, who eſteem no better of any that concern themſelves 
with che name of Jeſus, farther chan what becomes a decent 
complaiſance to the eon of their country. Theſe gen- 
tlemen can read the Bible as well as theſe volumes, ©* without 
* the leaſt intellectual improvement” i in the doctrine of Chriſt ; 
and can alſo give a ſolid reaſon for it, viz. that they have 50 
taſte for this of reading; it is very difagreeable to them. 
They judge, yn rage > A Frogs, promoted, one good 
„ action done, or one bad habit fubdued, is worth more than 
all juch trifling confiderations” as the death and reſurrec̃tjon 
of Jeſus. The ſcripture · language concerning ſalvation only by 
Chriſt muſt be Ant inemianiſm in their eſteem. They expect to 
be ſaved in doing well; and the ſcripture aſſures them, that if 
they do well. they fbail be accepted. Our Saviour declares, he 
never came to interrupt ſuch pe — wa in their good intentions; 
N e and worth] ſuch” as ought to periſh, 
according to every rule of equity; and the real goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ever e ee, a flone 2 
* and rect Mente, to any but theſe ſort of people. 

ny one who has read the letters on Theron and ſpaſio, or 
ever ſeen Mr Hervey's ſentiments of that author, will eaſily 
perceive: that a reply to that performance. was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, or-elſe, — tnons of ite letters, what is 
2 not confuted by argument, is confirmed by filence.” It was 


* Philecles pauſed ; he begun to bluſh ; would have cluded the que- 
„ ſtion, and declined an anſwer, ; faid Theoderas, you muſt 
1 it me to inſiſt upon a re Becauſe, if it be a right one, 
* it will jaſtify me and my con . if it be a <vrong one, it will 
« prove, that you blame you know rot what ; and have more reaſon 
to inform yourſelf, than to cenſore others, 

% This diſconcerted him ſlill more. Upon which Theodorut pro · 
„% ceeded: Salvation by CH n1sT means, not only a deliverance 
«+ from the guilt, but alſo from the power of fin. | He ave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity ; redeem „ fam. 
% our Vain converſation, as well as deliver os from the wrath to come. 

« Go now, Philecler, and tell the world, that by teaching theſe 
% doctrine I promote che cauſe of licentiouſneſs, And you will be 

« juſt as rarfonal, juſt as candid, juſt 25 trur, as if you ſhould affirin, 
« that- the firemen;" by playing the engine, and pouriog in water, 
«« burnt your houſe to the ground, avd id your furniture in aſbes.” 
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ÞREFACE: of 
alſo neceſſagy, if poſſible, that this defence ſuould be by him 
1155 or by his approbation; and alſo that the public ſhould 

aſcertained of this, that ſo it may be confdered as a proper 3 
y ſapplenint to his volumes. As theſe particulars can 
ſo plainly diſcovered by the letters prefixed, it is well that * 


Me Hervey was ſo open in Hig declarations, 
1 As tb our debate with Mr andeman, ic ſeeais td mand a8 fe. 
Wo mx oo 


The turnin point from def  yood h wa 

2 is the nage ot the T 6 aad this oe is with 

Sandeman the finiſhed work of Chriſt, as it is fully fuffici- 
ent to vindicate the divide juſtice in faving the moſt guilty. All 
the hope he Ras by this, is repreſeated by the hope : a man has 
from hearing of the plentiful importation of corn in the time. 
of faminie ; while it jet remains a hazard Whetlier he ſhalt ever 
obtain any; and his Sead tion to obtain, is 1 labouring is in 
painful defire and fear till crowned with enjo 

_ , Aſpaſ's turning-point is the finiſhed work of Chriſt, g. 
vealed in the gracious declarations of the goſpel, not only 

ſupporting che divine juſtice in ſaving the moſt guilty, but al 

as the hf ent object of the ſinner's immediate truſt and confi- - 

ence, agreeable to the repeated divine afſurarices that Tuch ſhall 
ot be confounded or diſappointed, And the works and la- 

"hour of love Aſpaſio pleads for, are works of * to Gol thus 
" manifeſted and truſted in, 

: aſio's former opponents have objected tc to this immeling 
truſt of a firiner upon Chriſt alone for everlaſting life, by r 
ing for whit they have conceived to be previouſly necefl ary, 
"under the names of faith, repentance, 2 * begun, Ec. 

Me Sandeman has I As to prove, that all true Tandtifi- 
cation, converſion, faith, &c,” Pang ſolely from the truth ff 
Chriſt's ſufficiency for the mo ue Wichout anf 7 addition 8 
whatever, 1 the central point e revelation, And th 

8 


all other religion is not any part of Chriſtianity ;"not,avy part 


of that doctrine which came from heaven; but on the 3 Jl 


o · 

ce efforts of the natural man to lower the divine c er of the | 
if _infinlicly righteous and juſt God, and quiet his guilty _— - 4 
n "ſcience with a righteoulnels infuficient; or, in other words, 3 9 
. a righteouſneſs ſtained with fin ; and that the names of coh- 8 

le Yer faith, ſadctißcation, applied to this kind ot religion, | 

dE, are ofily fitted to deceive ; and ſuppoſing our appropriation br 

", truſt to de 4 denial of this ſufheiency of Chriſt alone, he op- 

* we that alſo. This chen is e . i? , ; 


Vor. n 


88 


298 e. 
To this purpoſe 1 have endeavoured to ſhew, that, in 
to the fufficient righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone for crerlaſinn 
life, we keep clear of the charge of denying the ſufficient righ- 
2 and ot adding or mixing another e with 
We may rather aſk, How goes it appear 
lieres k $0 be ſufficient, when de dare not truſt his dr 4 
it, but waits in and fear, to diſcover himſelf 
uitics of a believer ? And as he 
n 
lite, he 
—— hoping for eternal li by Chriſt, 
becauſe he diſcovers himſelf without any foundation of hope, 
either in himſelf, or in the goſpel be believes. 
He may fay, "he reſts 0 be ford by hat Chriſt has 


| Freren 
-berwixt himſelf and other finners ? So that after all our flou- 
. Tiſhes againſt ſdlf-dependence and Phariſaic doctrine, if we 
are not upon our guard, we ſhall be x laſt ſerded on no other 
foundation. 


3 bur fl in bis ang 1 
of hy es Lorton iam no 

in Chriſt's rightcouſ- 
ene 


ipture 
It is (elÞevident, that the 
'cauſe of our dread den apprebenfn of eur won! of a righ- 
' Eoulneſs to the divine ; and what relieves 
muſt be our having ſuch a ri eicher in ourſelves, or 

by God's free gift. This Mr 8e himſelf ſeems to ackoow:- 
e, when he talks of labouring in painful deſire and fear,” 


e his cramped view of the goſpel- For > 
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PREFACE 


the effect? but becauſe what 
proper ſatis faction. | | 


Mr Sandeman's jcalouſy 


9 8 


2 —_— 
;. SITY 


ſinner's traſt and confidenee on Chriſt; ſhould lead mary ined 


a ſclf-dependence on bis doing ſ 


ceive, that no man is o can be ſupported 


omething to relicye bimſcif 
from his dreadful eireumſtances, inſtead of bei 
only by what Chriſt has already done. But how 


ſupported 


is ĩt ta pers 
by-what Chriit has 


already done, but he that diſtovers ir the object ot his truſt 


and confidence for everlaſting life and tliat ſo to depei 


Chriſt, and what he has done, is the very 


It is true, a man that is at an entre 
dependence whatever, i ag clear of 
7 | 


»poſite of all ſelf - 


ce, and inconſiſtent with our ; 
Ing any thing eicher preſtarorfeture 2 


ax © 


on our das 


a: be is 


on what Chriſt has done. So a man that nei- 


0 

ther eats nor drinks, is as much out of danger of dying with 
gluttony and exceſs, as he is of being poiſoned with unwhole- 
ſome food, But how long can a man live thus? And how long 
can a man ſupport without having ſome dependence or other 
for his ſoul? It is as natural for the mind of man to depend 
on ſomething againiſt the fears of hereafter, as it is for his bo- 
dy to gravitate or fink till it meets with a proper ſupport. 
Hericd we find, that thoſe who depend not on the truth, de- 
pend on ſome falſchood or other which they ſuppoſe to be 
true; and when à man is beat off from one falſe dependence, 
he is ſinking to deſpair till he finds another, or is relieved by 
the real truth. And that truth which relieves, muſt reveal a 
foundation of dependence for everlaſting life; to attempt to 
reſt ſhork of this, is to attempt to build a caſtle in the air, The 


diſcovery 
« as I at pref 


, that © God may, if he pleaſes, have mercy upon me 
ent ſtand,” although it tends to remove the Pha- 


riſaic with or want to knowthat I am diſtidguiſhed from o- 
thers, yet leaves me unſupported as to original and real dread 
of conſcience ariſing from my perſonal deficiency. 


ſuch flight the divine wartant 


dence in Chriſt's ſufflcient n 
ot DY 


2 
A 


he hope of eternal life, 
he goſpel declares, but 


elves. 


93 


And as 


the ſinnerꝰs truſt and confi- 
5 they naturally fink to 
what Chriſt has done, or what 
hope that they are the ſheep. of 
tric who hear his voice, which is in fact oui a hope in them. 
The generality of mankind. ape but little concerned 


he truth of the foundation of their peace of coſine; 
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they have got ſome hope, it is enough; they do not care to 
be diſturbed from it with ſuch a controverſy as this ; eſpecially 
it they can but conceit themſelves holy, or feel themſelves 
happy ; not conſidering, that if their hope is founded on 
falſchood, their whole religion is a deceit : But they who are 
taught of God, are not led by fond conjectures ; they will not 
be ſatisfied with any other reaſon of their hope than the voice 
of that God who ſpeaks in the conſcience ; and Chriſt the 82. 
viour of the guilty given to be truſted in, is the only found: 
tion that God has laid in Zig. | 

the manner in which the ſubject i 
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< Dear SIR, 51 


SOR AST vight I recczed your kind leter *; ah th 
IT bY morning I have but a moment's ſpace, in whi 
NIE to pars. it. However, I cannot 
. * ay the firſt op you the author that 
> has give of Mr Nagel- 
Truly, I think, you have well 7 your labour, 2 
8 9 our work. I wiſh you had not given yourſe 
een ; 
ghty pre 


prize it. The abridgment I mean. 
uld be very glad if you would 1 read tha that you 
mention with a critical attention, int out the 
laces where you think I am n ed in my a rehenſions, 
iajudicious in method, ox weak in argument. As you have o 


When I perceived by his firſt edition of Theres and Aſpafio, hor 
he had ſo publicly blicly ef uſed the truths for which I had incurred the 
diſpleaſure of many of his A with friends and admirers, I wrote to 
_ ann my 6 . cots 


thoroughly 


* 


* * 4 "W : 


* 4 * - #4 - = 


4 
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rkeraughly ſtudied the point, and ſo often taught the doctrine 
you muit cafily fee where the eſſay lies moſt open to objection 
and where the point might receive additional ſtrength Lou 
would much oblige me, if * whuld do this with the utmo ſt 
_ Enparriality and freedom; an PROP, you would do ſervice 
to the truch as it is in FE $US; Several perſons; 1 find, are 
diſſatisfied with my opinion on this head. Do, Sir, review 
dialogue xvi. and favour me with your free remarks, and 
friend iy improvements. Whatever of his kind is done, I beg 
muy done 8 becauſe a new edition” is in the preſs, 
and the printers will ſoon come to that part. When I hear 
from you again, I will ſpeak. my ſentiments with relation to 
your well-calculated deſign of an evangelical library , At 
preſent I have leifure only to aſſure you, that I am, 


+ Dear 818, e 
Your affeftienate friend in FE SUS CHRIST, 


Weſton, Apr. iI. © JAMES HERVEY, 


. „ 

"Received your preſent by the coach; I thank you for it; 
2 and am much pleaſed with it The doctrine + which you 
approve in my eſſay, and have clearly diſplayed and fully pro 
ved in your own writings, is not reliſhed by every body; no, 
not by many pious people. I take the liberty to ſend you a 
couple of eiten connining objections r. J with you would b 
An intended collection x ov moſt evangelical pieces from the 
inning of the reformation down to the preſent day. And as no- 
bing was deſigned but the marrow of each performance, ſo be 
os | it 1 be comprized in ſix volumes, and defired that an a- 
4. ä Theron and ſpafio might have a place in one volume of 

1 


+ This -was a ſommary of doctrine, extracted from Theron and 
Aſpatio, m Aſpafio's own words. 0 
t Theſe objeftors were adding no revealed truth to our minds, bot 
© on the contrary were only attempting to overthrow the ſolid founde- 
tion laid for the hope, confidence, and ſalvation of guilty finners ; 
that which makes the *. glad tidings indeed to ſuch. They al- 
Jowed, that the free and unconditional nature of the divine declara- 
tions concerning Chriſt as an object of truit and confidence, was ihe 
42 7 £0 orly 


* 
FIG arr ˙ . . . §—:vt . ,,, ˙— WE w . -w 


„„ ww 


only foundation upon which truſt or confidence could be eſtabliſhed ; 


| righteouſneſs which is of the law. They 


It is eaſy to 1 that ſuch confidence muſt be 


| pame; but rather to eſtabliſh an important, comfortable, - precious 
4 truth, 
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lo kin d as to conſider em, and in your conciſe way, which I 
much admire,” to make your remarks upon them, «Ong o* | 
the letters, in caſe it exactly coincided with my ſentiments, I. 
ſhould think too diffuſe and prolix, I love to have 1 


* 


but then they immediately contradicted this freeneſs of the divine 
grant, by clogging it with the prerequiſites of ſeriouſgeſs, ſenſibility . 
of need, real deſires, and in ſhort every qualification that human $a 

could preſume upon the divine favour with, provided no Saviour had 
ever been revealed: Whereas, the min taught of God is made en- 
fle, that no qualification in him is to be a ſlepping · ſtone to the Re. 
deemer's righteouſneſs. His real gefire is . live by that tigh- 


teouſneſs, not by his own ; and he of + matter as being of 
the greateſt importance, counting all things but loſs and dung, that 
he may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having on bia on 


allowed the goſpel · declara - 
tions contained what might be compared to a free welcome to an 
entertainment, by a friend's invitation ;“ but denied. that this gave 
them leave to believe that this entertainment was theirs ; and only. 
ſerved as an inducemert for them to do ſomething, called reception, 
in order to found a title. They were anſwered, it was not N 
property in their diſpoſal to give away, or trifle with; but theirs to 
partake of, it certainly was, by virtue of the invitation. And this 
partaking of Chriſt, and falvarion in him, could be neither more 
nor leſs, than living him in virtue of theſe declarations, inſtead 
of ſeeking a title by inherent qualifications ; which would be, in fact, 
living by our own righ and not by him. That if they al- 
lowed be was free for us io truſt in, then the truſt and canfidence we 
pleaded for was vindicated as no preſumption, but rather an obedi- 
ence to our divinely-gracious Benefactor. The difference between 
Mr Herwey and them, lay in their different ſentiments about what was 
the truth of the goſpel : what 2 counted goſpel, left them to ſeek 
for a ſomething in themſelves under the name of faith, on account of 
which they might. conclude themſelyes ſaved perſons. What Mr. 
counted goſpel, was the revelation of the divine rightcouſnefs 
to the moſt guilty, warranting their immediate traſt and confidence 
therein; aſſuring them ſuch confidence ſhould not be diiappointed. 
to the 
real belief of ſuch dodtrine ; as, on the other hand, no afſyrance or 
confidence can be eflential to the belief of that doctrine whic leaves 
me to ſeek for my ground of confidence in a ſomething more than 
what Chrift has already done, and God has ſo freely preſented. 0 
me. Mr Herwy's view. was not ta eſtabliſh a ſtandard tor the hope 
of ſalvation of this kind, as depending upon our inherent qualifica- 
tions, whether called convictions, faith, repentance, or by any other 


v4 
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Hbired 16'our minds in one clear and cafy view. Long dif. 


. yourſelf with a brevity that is ſtriking, yet perſpicuous. 


« Fam-nor ſhaken in my own opinion by theſe attacks; but 
Fſhould”be glad to deliver it more clearly, and eſtabliſh it 


more firmly in another edition. If-you 4 can ſparc a little time 
from your own labours, I hope you will gratify me in this re- 


eſt ; and I truſt HE, whom you ſerve, v make it a bleſ- 


me and to others.” 
would beg of you to return theſe letters, and (if the LORD 


ſhould enable you) with free obſervations on the usr MAy 
TERIAL points, as ſoon. as POSSIBLE ; becauſe our new edi- 


tion-goes on apace, and will ſoon come to dialogue xvi. I have 
ſome thoughts of enlarging it a little, and dividing it into two 
dialogues. At preſent it is rather too long to be read at once, 
I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in your projected work. 1 aſſure 
you,” it is my opinion, that ſuch a work; if well executed, will 
be one of the moſt valuable ſervices to the preſent age. You 
will not, I hope, be top haſty.” Mr W-— has huddled over 
rmance in a moſt precipitate and therefore moſt im- 
manner. One would think his aim was, not to ſelect 

the beſt and nobleſt paſſages, but to reprint thoſe which came 
firſt to hand. —If- I live to fee another edition of Theron an 
Aſpafio publiſhed, I will deũre your acceptance of a ſer; 


Seu which will be's favour acknowledged by, 
Dear 81 R, 4 
Tour rat: lied in ZESUS CHRIST,” 
JAMES HERVEY. 


eth; 3 an e dor of * to God by what Chriſt has 
done, and ſalvation in him, granted to the moſt guilty, on a ſuppoſi- 
tion that every mouth is topped, and all the world (in every preten- 


Gon or plea unto righteouſneſs) become perfectly on a leyel before 


bim. This truth he apprehended was, when received, the coꝶviction 
and faith of every true believer, and the foundation of immediats 
traſt and confidence, and as fach was neceffary and eſſential to ſolid 

ce of conſcience, and true holineſs of heart and life; yet, at the 

e time, entire}; - C9790 to the peace and holineſs of men of the 
Pharyaic ſpirit. ' fo ort, we ſeemed to be only upon the old apoſto- 
Le or reformation diſpute flill, viz. whether we are to be juſtified by 
faith in Chriſt without works ? or whether we are firſt to find ane 


in ourſelres? ond! carr 
fighteouſneſs "#4 2.5. 


ape ſpirit « of a ſubject contracted into a fmall compaſs, and ex- 


courſes, and protracted arguments, diffipare the attention and 
"the memory:—1 think you are very happy i in ex- 


T hope it will be improved and enriched with your Nan 


e 
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P. S. Pray don't ſpare my own performance; out Gita 
aniciadvere _=_ Aſpaſio. I am ſenfible he ſometimes 2 
unguardedly, and | NO RO LOIN TY 
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Dear 813, 8 


Received your PORN ſetter, and fincerel erz - 
for. the judieig us obſervations it contained. Vour other 

b which conveyed bu yy Sy er 
h How is ic, dear” Ir, e av 
to this doctrine f7 8 5 

- T have another letter from — jematks- as 

d objections to, Mr Marſhall. 1 would — it to you 
by this conyeyance, but I remember you haye uireddy work N 
upon your hands, In my next it ſhall wait upon Jou. a 
only aim, I truſt, is to find out the truth as it is in ESUS; 
which, at preſent, I am convinced is with you. There is fo 
much clearnch and fimplicity iy your! doctrine, it is ſo ſuitable 
to the goodneſs of GOD, ad o eminently conducive to cha 
comic recovery, and happineſs of a finner, that I cannot 
be perſuaded to relinquiſh it.-—1 it.—I ſhould be glad to maintain it 
in 4 conyincing, yet the moſt jnoffepfive manner. A 725 


ä * Mr Hervey here uſes the word gedly in the common Gigni | 
of it, as diftinguiſhing the religious from thoſe who profeſs no reli - 
— but, in 5 of le thoſe 
* religion is formed b belief ve 0 which. 
me frm Gol forth ops of the guilty, * 
beth godly people he mentions miſtook him contiagally; by 
apprehend vg all he 14 in the light of the proper! 7 ualiked 1 
whereas his 5 pprebenſion was totally in the ght of f | 
the guilty, as be ground of immediate confidence : ard as _—_ could 
make no heſitation about confiding in the Lord, if (as they termed it) 
their evidences ayere clear ; ſo he made no heſitation about confiding 


in the Lord as a guilty Aber; the divine declarations to the guilty 


anſwering to him as the foundation of his canfidence,,as their ev 
dences would to them if they could conceive them to be clear; — 
as his confidence only aroſe from the truth he believed, it ood in fo 
vear \-conneAtion with it, that he accounted ir eflenial tit; as, On 
the other hand, their confidence what they found in 
themſelves, as diſtinguiſhing cha A God's children, could 
nl ey could ther concen of tom: 


ves. * 


* nn 
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to allot two dialogues for this very im — hot. H 
— — ons 5+ ou: e me to proceed ? = 
on't to expreis: yo with all ible. freedom 
Due and cee a » friend and fellow-laboures * „ &c. 


2 


- ASF night I received the favour, of two packets; 
and, I aſſure you, 1 them. Tour 
anſwers are ſo clear, ſo conſiſtent, ſo ae they very 
much tend to eſtabliſh my min * by your experience, 
the © account I mean of GO dealings with your ſoul,” 
that you have incurred (but fi 45 y juſt caſe) the 
diſpleaſure of many. Now, as is the my dear Sir, 
rr Don Fou think, I 
beg of you, that I am aſhamed of your friendſbip. GOD 
forbid! But as I have ſome concern, and you have a greater 
zeal for theſe precious doctrines, let us uſe the moſt probablc 
means to fpread them. You know the power of prejudice is 
great; is almoſt incredible, Many people, were they to know, 
that you and I have been laying our counſels together, per- 
haparonls mower look ines wap Book, We ſeem now to have 
a 1 ty of diffuſing theſe ſacred and delight - 
ful truths +. books have been well fpoken of in three of 
the London 1 Mag — 


3 and there is printing a 
new edition.” The LORD FESUS, he WONDERFUL 
COUNSELLOR, direct us in this rruly-important affair. 
—T will now, relying on his unerring 8 FI RI T, fer about 
preparing the xvith dialogue for the preſs; and I ſhould: be 
very deſirous to have it paſs under your examination before 
hana Sama). ahem Tou vil ne de to ex- 


* e The remainder of this letter is Io. 
| + How evidently does Mr Sazdeman appear to be miſtaken, in 
calling this the popular doctrine, er in judgpog that Mr Alen had 
gained a pu blic eſteem on the account of it? 

—— wg 96037 ng advantage of 
** which it was his main defign to communicate: 2 
Sondeman bas not failed to take notice 3 and it muſt be ackoo led 
that a reſentment of the offices of ſuch a friend might not ww 
z proper. But the ſame reaſans which he had for defiriog the ſilence 
of one friend for the preſent, ——— ſuppoſed the reaſon be 
ſhewed no reſeatment ts the e the other, 1 


7 


©. 
a ac a il" Mt dts yy Po, * - = 


Gs? „ 


ES 
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8 r 
letter may find you, ſent by, 11 

Dear 8125 | ; 

ru obliged and affeAtionate brother in CHRIST JESUS, 

Weſton, May 8, J Ts A J. HERVET, 


eeresssssgs sss H4Ei¹ 


Dear 81x, 

Haye been ſo poorly in my health, and ſo much engaged 

in company, th 28 y get the incloſed 

be efore th time; which iʒ the cauſe, the nme. of 
ng my thanks fot your laſt favour. — 

As to the doctrine under conſideration, Inuit m 
. and attentive car to all chat is ſaid againſt it ; and yet 
the more it is attacked, the more I am convinced of its truth, 
The LORD JESUS enable me to deliver and teſtify, with clear- 
neſs of ſentiment, and meekneſs of temper,” what I am per- 
ſuaded in my own conſcience, is the true goſpel. oi grace |— 
The i inclaſed paper contains ſome of the alteratjons which I 


ING to make. Another ſheet will compriſe the remainder. 


me defire you, dear Sir, to examine- them, and remark. 
upon them, os freely: and impartially as you have done upon 
other papers. treat me with a king ſeverity. Whatever 
ſentence or exprefion appears wrong, I beg of you, animad- 
1 it not. I aſſure you, I can bear to be 
by your friendly pen at leaſt), this is not evangelical; 
bare ourſelf ; this is redundant, and that am- 
biguous.—Pleaſe to 2 — la marks of reference in _ MS. 
and pen down your obſervations on a ſeparate paper. N 
I think to drop my firſt deſign of dividing the eflay into. two 
the various objeftions: This I intend 
to poſtpone for the nt ; and would print no more than is 
needful ro explain, eſtablith, and guard the tenet,—I think to 


add in a note, a friendly invitation to any ſerious and ingenu- 


ous perſon on the other fide of the aden "ag: Ge and 
en profeffing, that if it can be 


| proved erroncous, I will retraft und renvutice i, wor” only 


without reluctance, but with pleaſure and thankfulneſs. Truth, 
the truth of the goſpel, is my pearl ; where-eyer I find it, thi- 
ther (without reſpect to names or perſons) would I refort, and 


* 1 abide. W NEE CI 
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to us in our ſearches, * The LORD ſhall guide thee contis 
* nually “-A hope to ſend you, very foo, the reſidue, and 
am, | | 


g Deer S1, n 
Has obliged and aftionate friend in CHRIST JESUS, 
Weſton, _ 31. 755. | 7 HERVEY, 
fr 2 FER Cas 1 LT LI Saat 
— 
Fn Dean 814-8, 


+ AST-pight I was 1 * 1 focend 1 — aha 
: ncerely thank you for —— you have uſed, and 
the corrections you have —Herewich I {end the remain» 
Aer of dialogue xvi. thoſe/parts, I mean, that are to undergo 
© Jome. alteration. - I wiſh;you could boxrow the larger edition; 
to that the numeral references are made, as from that the new 
edition is printing. I hope you will be ſo kind as to examine 
this MS. alſo with a friendly ſeverity. Spare no ſentimeut or 
expreſſion, I beſerch you, chat ſo much as ſeems contrary 10 
the ſound: words of dut LORD FESUS CHRIST. If 
you fce any thing that may converuently be omitted, I wiſh you 
would inclaſe it in a parentheſis; for, I fear, thecniogne wil 
be gou longs and - the attention. 
Lam ſo ſtraencd in time, and. can ſay. Bo. 
— — waits, and it I delay bim any longer, will 
be too nate to diſpatch ſome neceſſary buſineſs for the tamily,— 
Be pleaſed to fayour me with your obſervations as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, becauſc the printers will, if they are delayed much long- 
er, be tempted to impatience, I ſhould be glad if you would 
make Weſton in yaus way, when you return from , Norwich. 
May the LORD JESUS ſtrengthen your judgment, make 
you of quick underſtanding, and enable you to detect every 
thing, in my poor efiay, that is not aggeeable to his Word —1 
am in doubt whether this letter ſhould. be directed to you at 
Londen, or Norwich. A miſtake in this particular may cauſe a 
Vnger delay in the affair. The all-ſceing GO D guide me in 
every thipg ! I chuſe London, and hope it TU <ame ig your 
{gs new Genes, n K 
Dear $4 07%. root 


: Tour lanes and truly -offeflior.ate frierdin C HRIST 7680s, 
Weſton, June 13. inn 264; 151» J-HERVET. 
05 - 5 


Dear 


- 
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Dear 81 R, ( Di hos 425% thin 5% ; J "2 
ö —.— be very glad, and much obliged, if you could give 
me your company in your return from Norwich, that we may 
thoroughly canvaſs, and carefully examine the important ſub- 
ject of our correſpondence, | I have ordered the printers. to 
keep their types, compoſed for this part of my work, ſtand- 
ing; and to proceed with the remainder, before this is worked 
off. So that I hope to have the whole, in proof-ſheets, to 
lay before you in one view, provided you could favour me with 
your: company pretty fon 
A celebrated divine from abroad writes, thus, im a. private 
letter to his friend; in which he ſpeaks the very ſentiments, of 
my heart, and, I apprehend, of yours alſo, ey Bd 
L apprehend, Mr Hervey's definition of faith will expoſe 
* him moſt to the generality of divines, both of the church 
*© of England and difſenters ; though it is a very good one, 
« when well explained. The perſuaſion or aſſurance which is 
& in the very nature of faith, muſt be carefully diſtinguiſhed 
* from that which has, in a manner, appropriated the name 
c“ of aſſurance to itſelf; I mean that exerciſe of ſpiritual ſenſe 
following upon ſaving faith, — 2 believer ſecs, and, 
* upon good grounds, concludes himſelf to be in a ſtate” of 
grace and falvation, and that he bas an actual intereſt in 
«CHRIST, and his whole ' purchaſe, even eternal life, 
© The foundation of this affurance of ſenſe, is the belicver's 
experience and feeling of what the HOLY GHOST has al 
& ready wrought in his ſoul, and it runs into this concluſion g 
„I find the fruits of the SPIRIT planted in my foul; I am a 
% new creature; I love the LORD FESUS in fincerity ; 
<« and. it is one of the greateſt burdens-of my life, that I have 
% no love ſuired to ſo glorious' a one +. From all which, 1 
« am ſure, GOD has given me CHRIST, pardoned ay 


It muſt be remembered, that they who love the Lord Jeſus, love 
him that came to ſave, not the nghteous, but the guilty; nor the 
qualified, but the loſt.  _ z | ff 052 As 
1 This manner of expreſſion, which this friend never learned from 
the ſcriptures, but catched (as I ſuppoſe) through common cuſtom. 
ſavours too moch of the leaven of the Phariſees. © The Chrillian, 
conſcious to himſelf that he is guilty, makes no account of the de- 
of imperfeR love, but lives ſolely and entirely by the righ- 
teouſneſs revealed for the hope of the guilty : and what he lives by, 
he loves; not as a taſk proportioned by the worthineſs of the Sies. 
but as an affection ariſing from the truth believed, _ 14 
8 N - . 
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* fins, I am in a ſtate of grace, and muſt go to glory. - By 
the ground and foundation of that particular perſuaſion 
« affurance; which is in the nature of ſaving faith, is the glo- 


* rious authority and faithfulneſs of GOD in the goſpel re- 
* 8 and offer; and it riſes no higher than this, 
*© that | 


OD offers, and thereby, as he is true and fai 
gives CHRIST, with all his fulneſs, to me, to be believ 
*© on, and truſted in, for life and eternal ſalvatiori . 80 that 
I not only ſafely and warrantably may, but am obliged + to 
receive, apply, and make uſe of FE SUS CHRIST as 
© my own Saviour, by reſting on him, and ro him as 
© fuch. JEHOV AH's great gift, offer, and promiſe, gives 
every finner à ſufficient warrant to do this, and are a ſtro 
© immoveable foundation for this perſuaſion or affurance 
*« faith. Nor can any other ſolid ſatisfying anſwer 
10 a broken-hearted humbled creature f, who puts away from 
. kimfelf the gracious promiſes and offers of the goſpel upon 
this ill-grounded imagination, that they do not belong to 
& him. To whom it always may, and ought to be anſwered, 
that they do belong to him, in the ſenſe I have mentioned |. 

This is well „and evidently diſtinguiſhes his meaui 
of the word offer, the offer of a or rms By ore 
up to the terms. He evidently means the real gran! of the bleſſin 
8 and cloathing, aro offered to the poor, fumilh; 

or naked. Ti So 

+ They who hear and underftand this gofpel-grace, find it their 
Bounden duty, as well as their happy e — 
tion, no more to ſeek to live by their own, but to live entirely by the 
divine righteouſneſs. dn; | D wars 

t If this gentleman, by a broked-bearted humbled creature, means 
ſome that were — more qualified for mercy than the reſt, he 
would differ from us widely; but if (as I apprehend) he only means 
thoſe whoſe criminal remorſe renders them abſolutely deſtityte of e- 
. e 

” evan . Ons 
grant of Chrit to be believed on, Is, Ts, dls to this doc- 
* trine, the free gift does not ſecure their rei oy fu fe 6 whom 
*« jt is beſtowed ; becauſe they may riſe to ation for all that 
« abundance of the gift.“ To which it may be anſwered, That gift, 
though to finners indefinitely, that they may live by it, A 
entity to every one till he hears it, and ao conveyance of righteouf- 
neſs to any man that does not believe it, according to that which is 


he undoubtedly lives by it ; and there grace reigns chrough righteouſut/s 


ſpoken. And on the other hand, where a man does really believe 25 | 
, 
This 


to eternal life, over all who are thus begotten again. 


be given do 


inclina- 


— tus. 


N 


„enn 3 o©=z 


4 
ky 
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This extract is, I think, the preciſe explanation of our doc- 


trine. If you find any expreſſion not exactly ſuited to your 
opinion, pleaſe to obſerve it. I am, | 


2 Dear 8 1 N, 
— and obliged brother in CHRIST; | 


Dear Mr Gunman 7 | | RIGS 
AST night Ioceied you favour, and, according t your 


Ih | 
r that 
bore his journey , and is returned home more and 
more eſtabliſhed in the love of his bleſſed LORD. 1 

I hope you do nat forget me and my family, my people, and 
P Pproſper you, 
and your labours of love!! 
1am much ee for tie, and can wb m9 mare apr 


ſear, bat that 1 
IT: | Jam yours mf cordially, 


J. HERVEY. 


| Dove Mr Conwourn;,' 


R W-— his been with me, at we Aa. 
We had much talk concerning you. I told him what 
'I chought of your converſation and doctrine. What I could 
urge ſcemed to make no impreſſion. I affure you, my eſteem 
for you is not diminiſhed, I am more and more perſuaded, 
wo your method of ſtating that grand and precious doctrine 
E the doctrine of Faith in © inCHR rn the truth of the go- 
ſpel. Your company, whenever you come this way, will be 
truly acceptable to all my family, 
I wiſh you would inform nic of the miſtakes which you ap- 
na be in Pr Criſp's ſermons. I nave GENE OP 
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intend to read chem very attentively ; and ſhould be ot © of 
your cautionary hints. 


Pray let me hear from you ſoon ; and believe me to be, 
Dear S1t, 
Tour cordial and faithful friend, 
Weſton, Sept. 9. J. HERVEY. 


Ananas ess senses 


Dear My Cunworr A, 
Received your welcome letter from London. 1 oni have 
anſwered it much ſooner, but I had quite forgot where to 
rect. The direction was given in the firſt letter you ever 
wrote to me, which, conſiſting only of kind and friendly ex- 
J ſuffered to periſh, as I do all letters of that kind. 
"our other epiſtolary favours I carefully preſerve. I have 
waited and waited one day after another, in hopes of ſeeing 
you at Mellon, in your return to Norwich ; and have been un- 
eafy in myſelf, leſt you ſhould think I ne 
dence. Indeed I do riot. Neither do 1- 
have a ſet of the new edition, reſerved on purpoſe for you; 1 
de delivered into your on hand, if you call upon nie. ö 1 
will order a ſet to be left for yu in London; here. over you 


"ſhall appoinr. 

I Gncerdly thank pov for the copy of your hr The ſen- 

| timents are ſuch as I wiſh to have written on my heart; ſuch 
a8 1 wiſh to ſpeak and teach, while I live; and in my writing 
(if 9 writings ſurvive me) Yo Wilty-when I am dent May 

the good LOR D bear witneſs to ſuch doGrine, by making i 
to the conſcience, and fruitful m the converſation. 
Your treatiſe of marks and evidences I will attentively read. 
.If app ching. porms.! which ſcems to need explication or alte. 
ration, I will moſt freely communicate it. 

Pray let me hear from you ſoon, Inform me how you go 
on with Mr. Depend upon it, 1 will do you all the 8. b 
vice that lies in my power. Not merely becauſe you are a friend, 
_ whom I eſteem, but alſo becauſe I am, perſuaded, you work 
"the work of the LORD FESUS.— den at 
. commend yourſelf and your labours ; and am, % 

Dear S 18, 


deu truy-afeftionate friend, 
- "Weſton, Od. 9 J. HERVEY. 


% 
K+ aw la. lt. Aa „ 


Eher 


ee. e EE 
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Pi 


of 
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Our welcome letter is now in my hand. I thank you for 
the remarks it contains. The LORD make us of quick 
underſtanding in the fear of the LORD! 
have the treatiſe concerning marks and evidences. i 
2 * ſoon as I have diſpatched this letter, to read it 


ers .I believe it would be adviſeable to ſend it abroad with- 
out a name, and commit it wholly to the diſpoſal of him, who 
is head over all things to the church. | BY 

Did you ever ſee a little treatiſe written by one Mr Beart, 
formerly paſtor of .a church in the place where you now re- 
fide ? ke þ fyled 4 vantoation ofthe azaroiel law andteventeh. 
ing goſpel It is but very lately that it came to my hands. It 
appears to me a truly valuable piece.—-I forgot to defire, that 
you would preſent my moſt cordial ſalutations to Mr . Ir 
is not for want of eſteem that I do not write to him, but from 
want of health, and a multiplicity of engagements. - I ſhould 
be very glad, if he would communicate with all freedom, any 
remarks that he himſelf has made, or has heard from others, 
relating to Theron and Aſpaſio. | aeg Nel 

Mr — called upon me, about ten days ago, in his return 
to London, He ſtaid only to make a haſly breakfaſt, ſo that I 
had very little converſation with him. I hope the GOD of 


power, and the GOD of peace, will unite our hearts in the love 
of the ſpirit, and unite our hands in the work of the LORD. 


There is no ſtage goes from Northampton to Suffolk. I be- 
lieve I may convey a, parcel by the Cambridge carrier. I will 


| inquire of him, when he comes this way; and if it is a prac- 


ticable thing, you ſhall have the books by his next return. 
We ſhall be all glad to entertain you- at Heſton, and my 
beſt prayers will always accompany your labours in the LORD, 


: . 


© This treatife, & uſgholth my worthy fiend; was one of the moſt 


offenſive pieces to my opponents; which very plainly manifaſis, that 


whatever compliments and pretenfions of regatd might be paid to 
Mr Hervey, they differed exceedingly in taſte and judgment of ſpi- 
ritua) things. _ & Se 


Vol. IV. No 19. 3 8 
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—T ſend a frank, leſt your ſtock ſhould be exhauſted. * 
to me ſoon, and pray for me ever, who am 


1 2 Dear 81 R, 
Tor hann brother in CHRIST, 
TOR, Nox 8. 755. mY * HERVEY, 


o —— 


f 


* 


- My dear friend, bl bob 
Sent, laſt week, by the Cambridge carrier, a ſet of 1 

books. He d me to deliver them to the Bury car- 
rier; and, I hope, by this time, they have reached your 
hands.—Whenever you peep upon them,” pray be ſo kind as 
to note down any ex ons or ſentiments that are not 1 Ho- 
ROUGHLY evangelical. I ſhall be pleaſed with them, and 
thankful for them, even though I ſhould not have, through 
the want of a new edition, an opportunity of inſerting them 
in my volumes. - 

I have been thinking of your propoſal to 1 
treatiſe on marks and d Suppoſe you r it, de- 
tached from any other piece, under a frank to me, Suppoſe 
I ſend it to an underſtanding and fagacious friend; and learn 
his ſentiments, and get his critical obſervations on it. By this 
means, you will ſee what is likely to give offence, or meet with 
objetion ; and may, perhaps, be enabled ſo to form your ar- 
guments, ſo to draw up your forces, as to ent or baffle 
any attack. If you approve of this ſcheme, ſend me a copy 
of the piece; ; tear off the title page, and I will immediately 
convey it to à friend, who lives at a great diſtance from Lon- 
don, who knows nothing. of the anthor, and will give me his 
opinion, without favour or diſaffection. 

Leſt you ſhould not be furniſhed with a frank, I ſend the 
incloſed. My fifter is gone from home; my mother is in 
health,- and will always be glad of eee pd 


* agrncable 20, | 
2 nay: 812; r 
Tour ofeBlinbte friend and brother i in CHRIST JESUS, 
Widen, Wor. 25. 1755. J. HERVEY, 


= 1.2 th My 
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My dear friend, 
Received, with pleaſure and gratitude, your letter and its 
contents, Would have made my acknowledgments im- 
mediately; but waited a poſt or two, in hopes ot tranſ- 
mitting to you ſome remarks on your treatiſe, But my friend 
has not ſent them. As ſoon as they come, they ſhall be for- 
warded to you. 405 0 8 | 
I am very much pleaſed with your explanation of, In the 
LORD have I righteouſneſs. © [ a ſinner, not a I new of 
«© ſanctiſied creature.” This is encouraging; this is delight- 
ful; it is like a door opened in the ark for me, even for me 
to enter. Bleſſed be GOD for ſuch truths ! Such truths make 
the goſpel glad ridings indeed to my foul. They are the very 
thing which TI want ; and the only thing which can give me 


comfort, or do me good *, 


* If Mr Hervey may be believed, nothing was more offenſive to 
him, than thoſe eticomiums on his piety, which only ſerve to render 
bis confefſion of himſelf hypocritical, and his doftrine falſe. In all 
his thoughts, in all bis practice, he found himſelf a finner; and in 
nothing more ſo, than in entertaining any good conceit of himſelf, 
or his own ſtate, by compariſon with other men. God had taught 
him he had no rule to meaſure by, but the perfect law, or will of 
heaven ; and every ſingle deviation ſerved to render bis plea of righ- 
tequſaeſs yain, to claſs him among the reſt of mankind- finners, aud 
ſubje& him to eternal ver geance. In the view of theſe circumſtances, 
mercy  reyealed in Chriit Jeſus to the guilty, was a precious joyful 
ſound, which be heard and lived by. Had he heard any one deſcribe 
the holy, heavenly, pious Mr Hervey, he would have replied, Vou 
have deſcribed a man that. will never enter heaven; but in the guilty 
Mr Herwey, living only by the divine righteouſne(s, you find the man 
that is taught of Gd. r M ! L 

To love the divipe * provided for tbe guilty as ſuch ; 
to love God thus characterized as juſt, and the juſtifier of the un- 
godly by the righteouſneſs of bis Son; to love them that are of this 
truth, for the truth's ſake dwelling in them, is, according to ſcripture- 
account, damm ee boline/s of truth, whereby the children f 
God are manifeſted from the children of the devil ; and the works 
of love to this righteouſneſs, are the ooly works that will be openly 
rewarded and acknowledged in the great day. It is alſo evident, from 
ſcripture and experience, that men may compaſs ſea and land io make 
a proſelyte, may give all their goods to feed the poor, and even 
their bodies to be burned, yet want this charity ; they may do all 
this, and at the ſame time manifeſt themſelves to be the children of 
them who crucified Jeſus, by their condudt towards his real goipel, 


and the diſciples of it | 


— 
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When people inquire, wheYer ſanctification is an evidence 

of juſtification ? I ſuppoſe, by ſanQtification, they mean what 

St Paul calls the fruits of the SPIRIT; love of GOD, 

charity to man, meekneſs, temperance ®, &c, Now, may we 

not allow theſe to be proper evidences of faith, but maintain 

that the appropriating faith, or the faith of perſuaſion. +,. is 

the appointed means of producing them! The life which I 

. | live in the fleſb, the life of holineſs, uſefulneſs, and comfort, 

I live by the faith of the end of % D. n 

he explains in the next ſentence ; viewing the SON of 

GOD, as loving me, and giving himſelf for me.—Pray favour 

me with your opinion of 1 John in. 19. This ſeems one of 
the texts, leaſt reconcileable with our doctrine f. | 

I have a long letter from a new hand, wrote very fair, and 

drawn up in an elaborate manner, in oppoſition to my account 

of faith, and to ſeveral parts of dialogue xvi. It conſiſts of 

five ſheets, wrote on every- fide; too large I apprehend to 

come under a frank, otherwiſe I wauld tranſmit it to you for 


* 'Fhey ſhould mean fo ; and the fruit of love, c. which is evi- 
gently from this ion of the divine truth we plead for, is un- 
doubtedly a confirming evidence of its having become our faith, and 
of its divine efficacy in working by love. | 
| + By appropriating faith, he means the confidence ariſing from the 
belief of the truth, of righteouſneſs and ſalvation freely preſented 
9 nd of confidence ; 


which ee, nt by what we ar pero ngurſh it from that 
which is deſcribed, not ene dives 5 Hides, 


holy principle, di le onl the qualifications which 

Galas (ings = cn „ 8 / 
we (the children of the truth, by loving one another for 1 
the truth's ſake alone, not in word and in tongue, but in deed and 

in truth) hereby we due (or have an additional confirming know- to e 
ledge), that we are of r ways pred oor I 
before him, ſaying with Peter, Lord, thou knoweft all things, thou exp 


hnoweft that we love thee : For if our hearts condemn us, that we love 
not thoſe who are of this truth, or that our love to them is not for 


© this truth's ſake, whatever fions we may make to the faith, and p 
of comfort, joy, holineſs, tc. yet God is greater than our brarr, and at | 
„  hnoweth all things therefore cannot be deceived by our pretended Cifi 


regard to him and his truth, while we love not them who are of this We 
truth. But, beloved, if eur hearts condemn us wot, (if the law of the il ** 


% New Teſtament, Jer. xxxi. 33. to believe on Chriſt, or live by of 
his righteouſneſs, and love one another for this truth's ſake, is writ- . 
ten on our hearts), en have we confidence towards C — 

. ; .  -- your 5 
N * Phi 
hio 


A 8 S. & . S. F r S „ 28 
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your peruſal. And I hope to ſee you ere long; then we may 
examine it together. i 

I am glad to hear that you are acquainted with Mr 5 
and that he is ſo well acquainted with the truth as it is in F- 
SUS, The LORD enable him, and raiſc up many more mi- 
niſters, to ſpread abroad the joyful ſound. — When you give 
me your company, do not forget to bring with you the evan- 
gclical piece on the work of the SPIRI Tin bringing a ſoul 
to CHRIST, | r 

There is one paſſage in dialogue xvi. which, I think, is very 
injudiciouſly inferted, and is really a miſtake. The note, p. 
393. I obſerved it a good while ago, and expunged it from my 
copy; and my new oppoſer has not ſpared to animadvert upon 
it. What need have we to pray for that divine GUIDE, 
who leads into all truth! May this divine GUIDE dwell in 
us, and walk in us, be our counſellor and comforter even un- 
to death Dear Mr cudwarth, 1 hope, will not forget in his 
prayers the weakeſt of miniſters, and the weakeſt of believers, 


—bat his 
Ot <p Afﬀeftionate brother in CHRIST, „ 
Weſton, Jan. 26. 1756. J. HERVEY. 
ere * 
My dear friend, 


12 your valuable remarks, and ſincerely thank you 

for them. May our divine MASTER enable us, both 
to diſcern and to diſplay the truth as it is in FESUS, 2 
I am much pleaſed, and thoroughly ſatisfied, with your 
explanation of A ii. 39 *. The propoſals ſeem to me clear, 
pertinent, 


Ad ii. 39. The perſons mentioned, were pricked in their hearts 
at hearing that God bad made that ſame Jeſus, whom they had cru- 
cißed, both Lord and Chrift, and ſaid, Men and brethres, what hell 
we do We don't find that Peter had been preaching to them any 
ſach doQrine as 'that, ©«* If they were much affected with their fins, 
and wounded at heart with a godly ſorrow for them, they had an 
** intereſt in the iſe of life and falvation.” . This would have 
been only introducing the Phari/aic diltintion, which our Saviour 
conſtantly oppoſed. On the contrary, when Pater declared, that God 
had made that ſame Jeſus, who oppoſed ſuch diftiaQions in the 
Phariſees, and was rejected on that account, that God had made 
him both Lord and Chrift, they were confounded, All their pre- 
tenſions to righteouſneſs, and — with God, forſook __ 

: 3 \ 8 7 
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pertinent, and weighty. If I am able to make any ſlight cor: 
rection in the ſtyle, it ſhall be tranſmitted in my next.— 
would now only aſk, how far you have proceeded in the work? 
I think you ſhould by all means get the greater part (the whole, 
T wovld rather ſay) completed, before you begin to publiſh, 
If this is not done, many unforeſeen accidents may ariſe, 
which will probably ſtraiten you ia point of time, and oblige 
you to þe precipitate in your preparations for the preſs. And 
T am inclined to query, whether it is not a piece of juſtice we 
owe to the public, not to engage them in purchaſing a piece, 
till it is put beyond the power of common caſualties to render 
jr ber- Pray, therefore, let me know what progreſs you 
have made. I could wiſh to havt it judiciouſly executed, and not 
rmed in that confuſed, inaccurate, ſlovenly manner, which 
muſt be a continual diſcredit to Mr W——'s Chriftian library. 
I rejoice to find, that the goſpel of our ſalvation is ſpread- 
ing. May it have a free courſe and an extenſive circuit! til 
the fountain becomes a river, and the river widens into a ſea! 
The incloſed came a little while ago. —My friend is very 
ſevere. It will give you an opportunity of (exerciſing forbear- 
ance and gentleneſs, He knows nothing at all of the author, 


They were pricked in their hearts at theſe tidings, and cried out, 
Men and brethren, what ſpall wwe do? If Jeſus is Lord and Chrift, 
what will become of us? Then Peter exhorted to the aſſurance we 
plead for, in theſe words, Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jt 


| et, far the remiſſicn of fans ; (for the words thus cir. umſtanced bear 


evidegtly this ſenſe) : © Your caſe is undoubtedl deſperate ; yon have 
been to this moment God's enemies; even FA far have you carried 
your r as with withed hands ta crucify and flay the Lord” 
Chrift, ſent for your deliverance, Nevertheleſs, in this man's nam 
1. bed unto you remiffion of fins therefore repent of your wicked. 

: * oppoſin ay ; fu _ - him as your free given righteouſnels 
an vation ; zed in his name the Non of fn, 
and hve from henceforth by him, as Re foal tgp. rw dl 0c 2 
ſoring yourſelves of remiſſion of fins by him alone; and you ſhall re- 
ceive the promiſed gift of the Holy Ghoſt as it has come upon us: Fr 
the promiſe is to you and jo your children.” And with many other word: 
aid he txbort them, Joying: (by flying to this ſame Jeſus as your pro- 


per refuge), Save your/elves from this untoward generation. Then bey 


| that gladly received his word, out of the mixed multitude, dere bat 
tied; and the fame day were added about three thouſand fouls, —Fo! 
© the whole thus confidered, there is nothing to contradict the call aud 
2 of God directed to ſinners as ſach ; but, on the contrary, * 

foundation for calling upon the moſt guilty to live immediately b 
the Redeemer's nghteouſneſs, N 63g 


1 © % 
, 
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When your other affairs will allow leiſure, pleaſe to re 
the letter with your obſervations ; ; which will oblige, and, 


truſt, on 


"Dag 81 R, 


Your af etionate friend, 
J. HERVEY. 


Weſton, Apr. 21, 4 


Dear Mr cu en 12 
1 only time to beg of you, if you have the letter _ 
1 remarks on Mr Marſhall's book, to returtz it to me as ſoon 
as you can. If there are any obſervations chat are juſt, and ſuch 
as animadvert upon paſſages truly exceptionable, be io kind as 
to give me your opinion on them. The reaſon of my deũting 
this is, à proſpect of a new edition of Marſball. — book- 
ſeller is inclined to print one, and ſell it at half a crown price: 
I believe encouraged thereto by my recommendation -of/ it. 
The recommendation has been printed in our Northampton 
r, and immediately there was a demand for twenty- 
— 9 ur abridgments. But the printer could not pro- 
cure ——— to ſupply the demand. * K delaves you 


will ſend a freſh ſupply to him. 
In the greateſt haſte, but with great Hen and of ion,” : 
| Teng. ; | 4 * bat 
May 27. | Jus HERVET. 


eee ee bende f KK 


My dear friend, 
His comes to inform you, "char Nr — men been 10 


edition of Marſball; in mach the ſame ſize, and exact- 
5 the ſame letter, as Theron and Hpaſio. If you have any 
thing to obſerve, e E , Arg 
you can make. fy ou have M examine 
them attentively ; a, I hope, oo will be abit to obylate 
what is material. I ſhould be glad if you could, after you 
have digeſted your notes, give me your company, "that Ave 


might talk them over! © Now 4s the time, in all probability,” to 


make Marſball a well-known ſpreading book. I hope the 


LORD will Wr your 1 fructify your in- 


X 4 vention: : 


- 
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vention; . judgment; and enable you to write 


« ſoynd words, words, ſuch as cannot be condemned. —Iam, 
Very affectionately yours,.,  -; 
Weſton, June 17. ; I. HERVEY. 


A 


V Frog your letter, and am much obliged to 
you for ii. Pray do not mention Mr ——'s name; noe 
ſhew his letter. I hope to adhere to the truths of the goſpel ; 
but yet I would endeavour to live in harmony „of affection and 
frietidly intercourſe at leaſt, wid halt rr 
think, that Mr —— could have any knowledge of the author 
of the diſcourſe againſt marks 2 AI will read your 
treatiſe over again, with my beſt attention. For, I affure you, 
it always does me good. I will alſo compare it with your re- 
marks on Mr z which, in my opinion, are ſolid and ſa - 
tisfatory ; I am ſure they are encouraging and comfortable. 
When Marſball was advertiſtd in our news- „the gen- 
tleman that inſerted my recommendation, this note to 
explain ono ſentence.—** By uncommon road, tis preſumed, 
the recommender means the very nature, and re- 
markably- inſtructive method of the directions laid down by Mr 
| Marſball (than whom no man, was ever better ac- 
quainted with the human heart) fox the ęffectual practice of 
holineſs, as likewiſe ſomewhat of obſcurity, which is confeſ- 
EST: n 

end, the obſcurity of chapter 3. and 4. ariſes, nat 
from any improper manner of treating the fubjedis, but from 
chemſelves.—I will write 


D upon the 
point of publiſhing a new edition of Marſhall. I have 
becauſe contrary to our natural notions, the gau 
the things of the Spirit of God. 
The remainder of this enter is loſt, 


N 
e 


eden 


818 


AAS Rug 0 


2 
» 


concerning my 5 - _— of * Marſball ; v 


of: £ 
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given bim the incloſcd letter, to introduce it into the werd: 
but was defirous to have you, peruſe it and correct it, before 


it goes to the preſs. Be fo kind, therefore, as to examine it 
ſiritly; and where-ever.you think it ſhould be altered, uſe with 


n The more rigour, the more kind- 


I fend a frank to be the vehicle of your obſervations, to 
gether with the printed half ſheet. 


As ſoon as I have finiſhed what mention, -it ſhall. be 


you 
tranſtnitted. Thaugh I would fain ſee one of the books com- 
pletely abridged, — toe or advertiſements ap- 


pear. It is a matter of great im gy Ws 
ted with care and correctneſs. May the Keeper of rus 


te& you in ac}, rome ts er 
a e work? 


| 32322 ours, * 80 
Wetton, OR. 6. 1 | J. HERVEY: 


ed 
. 


* 


My 6 hed 


to your remarks on his ſermons, I told Mr A4 
whole of the affair. That yau informed me of your deſign, 
and what I anſwered. That I defired it might be conducted in 
a tender and reſpectful manner. That the title ſhould be more 
friendly and benign. That you read pes ob 2: ed to ſay 
preſſi IF thing, I th S it tho be 
inex ve. an ought it ſhou 
met why ire, Ti rs cone had 


— That I had promiſed, not offered (for I don't remember 
I ever did ſuch a thing in my life) to write a recommendatory 
28 to che work, which you have in hand. That it 
at your requeſt, but with the real approbation ot my 
boa for Lapprehended, that your deſign when well ex- 
ccuted, would be a valuable preſent to the world. | 
This comes by a gentleman who knows you. kae bene 
what Mr —— ſays about the affair. And remember to give 
me a direction where to write to you. Tou dare from Mar- 


garet-fireet ; hut this I ſuppoſe is not particular enough. E 
1 | s 57 — 2 


U 
— 2 
4 


— 


- 
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can add no more, leſt the bearer ſhould be . Only I with 
you much ſucceſs in preaching CHRIST, 8 
Welton, Dec. 24. 196. J. HERVEY. 


My dear friend, 5 x $0 
1 Received your parcel containing ſeveral copies of 7he 
1 Friendly Attempt, &c. My thanks ſhould have been 
returned ſooner ; but I have been under that indiſpoſition and 
languor of ſpirit, which renders me unſ for every thing. 
I chink there is rather too much aſperity in the cloſe ; and 
I with that expreſſion © refined idolatry,” had been a little 
ſoftened. This I mention-only to yourſelf, and to give you a 
ſpecimen of that openneſs and freedom, which I would have 
take place in all our perſonal and epiſtolary intercourſes. ' 
I have read your manuſcript again and again, with my beſt 
attention, and with much delight f. I have made here and 
there a ſmall alteration with to the language, only to 
render the ſenſe ſomewhat more perſpicuous, not to vary che 
peculiar caſt of your diction.— I heartily concur in receivi 
and embracing theſe doctrines. I think them to be truths 
very great importance, and ſhall be truly glad to ſee them in 
print, that they may be ſpread and be uniyerſally known. 
If I ſhould be enabled to finiſh a fourth volume of dialogues, 
I propoſe to have one conference on the aſſurance of faith f; 
to ſtate it more clearly, and to eſtabliſh it more ſtrongly. In 
this, I ſhall be glad to borrow ſeveral of your thoughts, and 
will make my acknowledgments accordingly ; declaring, at the 
ſame time, my opinion of the piece, which lends me ſuch valu- 
able affiſtance. 1 nenn kc F530. 
A friendly attempt to remove ſome fundamental miſtakes in the 
Rev. Mr W———#2's ſermons. 4 Ces | p 3 
17 Aphorijms on the aſſurance of faith. abſtance of t - 
einally was what Mr — 9 of in his letter, dated Oc. 
9. 1755- Afterward MryHerwey deſired me to draw up the ſubſtance 
of the whole that bad been canvaſſed, in as conciſe a manner as poſ- 
fible, for his own uſe., This, ſometime after, I propoſed for printing, 
and is the manuſcript here mentioned. | "© 
t Or in other words; the confidence that is founded on the truth 
we believe concerning Chriſt given to be believed on, or 1 
. receiv 
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received his obliging letter ; I moſt ſincerely wiſh him ſucceſs, 
in diſplaying the unſearchable riches of grace, and the inſinite· 
_ Iy-glorious ri ae of CHRIST, L hope he will not — 
diſpleaſed wi ener; It proceeds from no —— 
from a 5 K f engagements, and a poor e of 
ſtrength, utterly in 5 to fulfil them, —Plea . — 
—— for his very encouraging and comfortable letter. I wiſſi, 
when he is at leiſure, he would favour me with another on 
this ſubject, how holineſs ſprings from faith, or a view: of 
ſanctification as the effect of juſtification, | - 

When ſhall I ſee you lf —— writes to me on * ſubject 

mention, he ſhall have a ſpeedy anſwer. Lou need not 

end me the twelve queries, becauſe they have been tranſmitted 
me from Scotland... But ceaſe not to ſend up your prayers and 
. in behalf of Four nen friend, 


J. HERVEY, 


8 friend, | 
Hove, with attention and delight, read over your . 
3 ſlight alteration or two, relating to the language, I have 
ut I defire you will follow the determination of your 
— 2 As ſoon as they are printed, ſend me a quar- 
ter of a hundred; not as a preſent, but as a purchaſe. 
The LORD has lately viſited me with a dangerous fever; 
which confined me to my room many days, and excluded me 
from the pulpit ſeveral-Sundays. I am ſtill extremely weak in 
body. Pray that I may 2 in the faith of our LOR D 
JESUS CHRIST —In his ; oſt precious 7 
mne Lremain, | 
Aﬀettionately yours, 10 K. 0 „ 


8 HERVEx. 


23 me a doken a your mee, wa en 
— 


» 


| ® — | 
9 3 — „ * * 5 


0 tht dtd — nad I — 


* 


C 


My dear friend FREE ITY 
"NE principal cauſe of 3 * MP I 
was my ignorance of the place of your reſidence in 


London. I knew not,. till Mr iT err. gave me «di 
rection where to write 52.006 #2 222 875 
I 


Ty 


7) 
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I chank you for your laſt packet. But you muſt give me 
leave to infiſt upon paying for the contents, when I have the 
plcature of your company, which I want much. Can't you 
make Weſton in your way, and contrive to fpend a couple of 


days with me? I cannot be ſatisfied with a thorter ftay,——1 
bare mach ts fay to you ; but as I will hope to ſee you, and 


converſe. face to face, I ſhall not attempt to communicate my 
thoughts by ink and pen. | | 
I have. juſt publiſhed three ſermons. If you will call upon 
Mr R——'s, in St Paul's church · yard, or ſend a meſſenget 
wick the note ſubjoined- to this letter, he will deliver two of 
my pieces. Let me beg of you to peruſe them, with your pen in 
hand; and to tranſmit whatever obſervations may occur.— 

ve ſome remarks upon your Aphorifms, which you ſhall ſee, 
when you give me your company. Have you feen a couple of 
volumes, lately publiſhed, and entitled, Letters on Theron and 
Salo? Tou come in for a ſhare of chaſtiſement. What is 
your opinion in general of this performance? As to particu- 
lar we will poſtpone the examination of them, till 
GOD's providence grants us a perſonal interview *. Do you 
know who's, or who is ſuppoſed to be the author of this piece? 
May the work of the LORD Planet non c in yout Nen, 
your tongue, your pen, and in thoſe of your truly 


, 


fins ” | Aﬀettionate friend, 1 
Weſton, Sept. 8. 177. 13” > MR KTSE, 
HON HEM HE RE HT NO OE ROE I HS IR A BR 


Dear Mr Cupworrn, | N | 
| fo naman frag, many Dax br yarhgcma 
«> eee 1 only wiſh that there had been more 
I hope it will not be long, before you give me your company 
at Malen. Then we will examine the three dialogues, as they 
appear in their new form; and will conſider, and determine, 
concerning their publication ; or rather will beſeech the 
© © The reſult of this conſideration, and of my after correſpondence 
Sp at Mr Harvey's requeſt, ſee in the defence of 
1 Remarks on Theron" and Aſpofio, confidered with regard to the 
objections raiſed by the author of the letters. . | 
- © The pubſication of the 15th, 16th, and 17th dialogues correted 
with regard to the objections of Mr Sazdemar. © "ay 


* 
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only wiſe GOD. inn 
determination. Contrive to ſtay ſome time with nme. 
n or any of thoſe which 


wed me. Neonomianifm unmaſted, 
Taucha for me. -I wiſh you growing conſolation in CHRIST, 


dcliverance from all your troubles, and abundant ſucceſs. in 


abroad the favour of our REDEEMER's name. 


In whom I am, I 
Her San. ME". 
| wur trite and affettionate friend = brother. | 
Weſton, Feb. 22. 1758. AA 


eee eee 
Dear Mr CupwokTH, 


y nn 1 * . be 
V. ee 


ere long, and then I will deliver. die ler- 


ters into hand. —T have ſent you a couple of 
franks. i Jou man more, when. I fee. you, 3 
to ſupply you you are debating the important po 

with ſeems to be an acute perſon; Ac if 


there is a flaw in our cauſe, he will be likely to diſcover it. But, 
as far as I can judge, he has found no ſuch thing hitherto. 
May the GOD of truth and grace be with you; arid enable. 


you to underſtand and defend the firſt to experience and 


abundantly enjoy the laſt. 
Pleaſe to preſent my very affectionate reſpecta to your 
worthy kinſman Mr ——, and recommend to his prayer, and 


remember in your own, : 
Dear 81 R, | : 

4 FE Four brother in CHRIST, _ 

Weſton, March 1. 1758. | J. HERVEY, 


MN CCC 


Dear Mr CupwoR rn, 
D 
a large letter to you; which I will ſend, as ſoon as 
your anſwer is received. It is a manuſcript +, which wants 
Letters of correſpondence between me and Mr Sandman. 

+ This was an anſwer to Mr Fobn W; '» objections again Tie, 
and Muße, and is fo valable a GI i mputed righteoufnefs, 


that its publication is much to be deſired. It ig been ſince publi- 


ed by Mr Hervey's brother, and ma 2 receckin 
of this vole, © f - COX" 


if you can light on, 


vour 
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examination, and ir is of ſome Therefore ? 
tne nee de ns 
wur affectionateſy. 


Weſton, rt rr J. HERVEY. 


* S. You * direct 20 lover, to frop at Nor thampten., 
Don't uſe any o You will have greater occa- 
non for them. d cd OP, let me know. 


0950900 09900009Q00900000006 


Dear Mr ConworTH, 
HIS, day I received your letter, with the two MS. ſheets 
incloſed. Accept my thanks for your remarks, and let 
g of you to examine the two ſheets, which are now ſent. 
15 uk e wich regard to Mr B ; and follow 
hint, con 9 . 2 work. —I a 
will be Mt 5 52 Ken. and that the piece will make a 
two - ſhilling muſt entreat you to get time for the 
reviſal of 2 all; . Wich Gian be ſent you, as you ſhall be able to 


diſpatch the ww I $9, 


Dear 81 A, | 
14 ISER 6 MIt cordially yours, 
July 27. 1788. put 40 HERVEY. 
. 


My dear friend, 
AST week I ſent you two ſheets of the manuſcript, now now 
I ſend two more for your reviſal. If you ſee a fair op- 
portunity of contracting, ' pleaſe to mak; uſe of it: for, I fear, 
he piece will be too long. Incloſe what you. think may be 


omitted in à parentheſis, by a pencil. —Pray examine rigo- 


youll, by which you will very much oblige 
Your truly affetionate, © _ 
Weſton, Sig „„ | J. HERVEY. 


My dear friend, | f 
ERE T incloſe two ſheets more. They, a arc very long. 

But I hope you will get time to reviſe them. Your laſt 
packet I received, and am much obliged for your remarks. —I 


Os the piece will make a two- ſhilling pamphlet. If 
you 


lend there 


rern 


; 
F 
| 
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= ſoggeſt or inſert any thing to make it 3 


arr I ſhould be glad. Would it not be proper to pritit 


Mr W--—y's letter, and prefix it to my NR 
left your own two hooks for me at my brother's ? If you havg 
not, pleats to leave them at Mr J. z in St Pauls church; 
yard, I am, | | 

3s "Dear Six, 3 


Cordially yours i ip CHRIST JESUS, 
Weſton, Aug. 9. 1558. nE—e——). HERVEY. 
P. S. 1 ſuppoſe about three ſheets more will finiſh the work. 


Se eee neee. 


. My dear friend, 

ERE are two more * The laſt 1 received, with 
our valuable remarks. Frog beſtow the ſame attention 

on dels. Two more, or leſs, will finiſh the eſſay; then I 

will diſcontinue writing, and employ myſelf i in reading, e- 

ſpecially in reading Luther's comment . Can l hy procure -. 


or me TY book ? Lam, 


— 


Dear SI ba 
e — 


N 3 | 
(ESE mes Should bave ſcat 


the concluſion of my manuſcript, but it has been lent out, 
d is not yet returned 
I ſhall be glad to fee your corref; ce with Mr Sand- 
man,—The incloſed is a copy of a letter, which I ſent ſome 
years ago, to two malefactors under ſentence of death.—lIt is 
ot into a good many hands. Some would have me print it. 
| wiſh you would be ſo kind as to reviſe it, and 2 me your 
opinion, — People ſay, there is not enough ſaid concerning 
the ſpiritual change, or the new heart. ; 
WI which, with» 
25 my knowledge, has paſſed the preſs.—I have lately been 
eat want of But now I have got a recruit. 
have been very ill this week, but had ſtrength enough to 


* As abridged and defigned for the eyangelical library. 


ges Mz HERVEY's LETTERS, &. 


read in your book. I was much -edified by Mr Simpſon's fer. 
- Mons. : Pray, arc his whole works to be procured and are 
they of the ſame ſpirit with the ſermons which you have 
given us:? If ſo, I ſhould defire to ſee, to poſſeſs them all. 
rn eli a AS 2 | 
Very affeftionately yours, 
_ Weſton, Sept. 23. 1758. ' „ J. HERVEY. 


_ My dear friend, | THY, ? 
"T7 Xcuſe me for keeping your MS. * ſo long, I have been ex · F 
. tremely ill. This morning I have been up for four hours, 
W or hold up J 
my head. | | | 6 
"7 Fully iece to your opinioe. Think you have proved-the $ 

warrant for a finner's application of CHRIS T very fatlsfac- 1 
torily.—If Ilive, I ſhould much deſire a co of this your cor - - 
reſpondence, when you have reviſed and Eniſhed it. Or do 
you intend to print it ? 19 

re If you [ 
have, I wiſh you would .lodge about of them at Mr 
R——n's. them be only in ſheets, And when you 
have given me notice, that are depoſited with him, I will 
order him to pay you a guinea for them. I promiſed a worthy 
clergyman a ſet, ſome days ago. 
Tours affectianately, 

- Weſton, Dec. 24. J. HERVEY. 
Dear Mr CuDworTH, 4 
— I am ſcarcely able to write my name +. 


Der. f. 17588. | s J. HERVEY. 


- ® The remaining part of my correſpondence with Mr Sandeman. 

+ Hearing bow dangerouſly ill Mr Hervey was, I wrote to remind | 
dim of leavi — his hand in regard to his writiags, as 
he knew the ituation them zow required it; and this was all the 

anſwer he could give me. | | 4 

- | A 1 
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THEROY and - ASPASIO, 


: 


AGAINST THE 


22k contained in a late Treatiſe, emitled 2 
 Tetters on Theron and Apa. | 


ene 
Der i 
& life in his Son, to guilty ſin- 
: Ce 4 ners, as that they are fully warranted to 
receive Chriſt, or aſſure themſelves of ſalvation by 
+ him alone, without waiting for any inward mo- 
«©. tions, feelin or defires, a8 any way, requiſite in 
order to ſuch a reception or aſſuranoe-— 
8 This doctrine has been hitherto appaſed under the 
notion, (1.) That ſome inward motions, feelings, or 
defires, were ſome way requilite in order thereto. 
That theſe inward motions, feelings, ar deſires, were 
the faith or reception of Chriſt ſpoken af in the ſcrip- 
ture; or at leaſt the indications of it; and muſt be 
diſcerned in us, in that light, before there can be any 
well- grounded affurance of falvation by him. '(2.) 
That if we are called directly to live by Chriſt, or ap- 
propriate him, he is ours and we are N whether 
Vols 10 TY 30. 1 . 2 Lure 


2 


25 


1 
OO — x — ᷑ . — *.. — —— 
= 


we appropriate him or no. (3) That it is afforing 


cthat this voice of God, in 


4 
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ourſelves of what, for ought we know, is abſolut 
falſe. (4.) That the wicked, the preſumptuous, a 
the hypocrites, may, and do often, thus aſſure them · 
ſelves. (F.) That there is nothing in faith, thus un- 


derſtood or exerted, which is a proper ſpring and cauſe 


of good works, by which it is in itſelf different from 
a falſe faith. (6.) That it is contrary to all ſelf-· exami 
nation, and aſſurance thereby. — nar That ſuch 
doctrine is a great diſcouragement to weak ſouls. 

In anſwer to all this, we have aſſerted, (1.) That 
the divine revelation concerning Jeſus is addreſſed to 
Anners, the world, the loſt, and that without being 
directed to wait for any inward motions, feelings, or 
deſires: remiſſion of fins and eternal life in Chriſt, are 
faid to be preſented or given to them, and they are 
ecately called to believe on him as fo granted. 
hat the inward motions, feelings, or deſires, corre · 
3233 to thefe goſpel · declarations, are motions, de- 
— Sc. to oe. by Long alone, — —— 
-oat waiting for any 5 1 0. 

declarations of the go- 
ſpel, was a ſufficient authority for the whole we pleatl 
for, without waiting for any inward motions or ex- 
vellencies in us to add thereto. (2.) That it is very 


abſurd, to infer, that Chriſt being given for us to 


feed „or live by, that there is therefore no need 
to live by him. Nor is it (3.) aſſuring ourſelves of 


What may be falſe 3 the divine declaration having ſe- 
cured this, that they which believe on bim ſhall not 


be confounded; nor does any man thus live by Chriſt 
alone, but he who is choſen to ſalvation by the belief 


of the truth. Notwithſtanding many deceive them- 
"ſelves, profeſſing great confidence, but it is in ſome 
undue mixture or addition of their own to hat God 


hath ſpoken. And, (4.) that it is here the 
tuous and the hypocrite do err and deſtroy themſelves, 


aud not in believing according to that which is ſpoken. 
(.) That good works are works of love to God, thus 


manifeſted, 


. r ad. ai. Ya... mo a 
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manifeſted, and therefore it is the any principle of 
good warks on this account. e jour bum, becauſe he 
firſt lud us, 80 chat it lifters from a falſe faith, as 
the belief of a truth differs from the belief of —.— 
and as an of the divine favour hege 
and oberlien ce . wrath. (6.) 
That a proper ſelf · examination is therefore, w 

we thus live by ¶Chriſt alone, „ Wait - 
2 Aud, (7 that it ĩs far from 
diſcou chiefeſt ſinners, to let them know, 
to them eternal life i in his San, 


us ſo 5 
the — in Chriſt 1 k. 1 
We have now to engage with 0 Bad of 

opponent; one that tells as, * Ihat on account of — 
thus plaading for aſſurance: of. ſabration, by receiving 
or appropriating Chriſt as given. to us, we are alſo to 
be claſſeil with the Ain as much ag 
we alſo lead the guilty as they da, to ſeck after ſame 
inward motions, feelings, or deſires, ag ome way re- 
quiſite, in order to-acceptance with God, not under- 
ſtanding how Gad can appear juſt to an unrighteous 
perſon, in juſtifying him ua he at preſant ftands, with: 
out ſome iqtion an his will; r. That-the whale doc- 
trine'of the pupular ꝑrrachers is deviſed for producing, 
animating, and directing this motion, that fo — an- 
Tous hearcr may nnd, s himſelt, fame. di 
reaſon why the may:regard him wore than 

— — by geſus Qhriſt in his 
death, ed by du 1 is all ſufficient te 
juſtify "That the whole bunefit.of this e- 
vent, is — to men, only, by the apoſtalic report 
concerning it. And that this Ne benelit is no more 
chan a poflibility of ſalvation, depending upon the di- 
vine ſavereignty. That cyery one who underſtands 
tys report to be true, or is perſuaded that the event 
"4%; e 


. 
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actually happened, as teſtified by the apoſtles, is 

ſtiſied, and finds relief to his guil oy conſcience, Jo- 
the relief — the 9 bility. That ſuch 
are relieved, not by ſinding any favourable ſymptoms 
about their own heart, but by finding their report to 
be true. That all the divine power which operates on 
the minds of men, either to give the firſt arg mae 
conſciences, or to influence them in every ene bs 2s of 

their obedience, is perſuaſive power, or the forcible. 
conviction of truth. That our primary notion of the 
divine character, can give no comfort to the guilty, 
but, on the contrary, make them miſerable by a ſenſe 
of fear and ſhame. That when a man knows how God 


may be juſt, in — Fer In 
- VF + That we agree to the 


Kat pry eee as moſt va- 
ble truths, and ſtand corrected by ſome of them, 

where: ever we have too charitably ſuppo- 
ſed or admitted a belicf of the report, contrary to 
the {cri ration, They that know thy name will 
put their truſt in thee * ; and thereby have been ſome- 
times + led to fall in with the multitude, who make 
li algo iy vn oa loucne the as a common thing; 
whereas, to know the real truth of the g pel, indiſtinc- 
tion from everycorru and con falſehood, 
zs the teaching of God; and every one that has 
ſo heard and learned of the Father, comes 10 CHRIST. 
We agree, that our primary notion of the divine 
Lenden f. g by a ſenſe of 
4 fear and ſhame.” But that relief from 
this fear is obtained without ve gre x pr Orme 


Mr Hervey had begun a correction of his three laſt dia- 


logues in this view, as mentioned in the letter, ** 
t Sometimes, for che force of wuth frequen 
1 before Me Sandman performance appear 


have 
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have righteouſneſa, as we are that we have guilt. 
The divine declaration of Chriſt, given to be believed 
on, affords a foundation for this certainty ; and con- 
tains, therefore, more than ſuch a poſſibility as is a- 
bove mentioned. We alſo deny the charge, that we 
lead the guilty, as the popular preachers do, to ſeek” 
after forme inward motions, feelings, or deſires, as 
ſome way requiſite, in order to acceptance with God. 
For notwithſtanding the righteouſneſs appropriated 
relates to acceptance with Ged, the appropriation. 
we plead for, relates only to the conſciouſneſs, know- 
ledge, and enjoyment of that righteouſneſs whereby 


the guilty are juſtified. | And we affirm, that to re- 


ceive a gift, is no prerequiſite or condition, as ſuch re- 
ceiving has no exiſtence without the thing received; 
and to be ſo enriched, is not to be enri by our act 
of receiving, or what we do, but only by what we re- 
ceive. But as Mr Sandeman's attack well deſerves 4 
more particular defence, we conſider it as follows. 

- wb N author then at leaſt fo far loſt 
> the im righteouſneſs, as to mix an- 
R it? Has he 10 embarrafled, or rather 
« ſhut up our acceſs to the divine righteouſneſs, as 
« to hold forth a preliminary human one, as ſome 
« way expedient, or rather neceſſary, to our enjoy- 
ing the comforts and benefits of it ? Letters on 
ron and Aſpaſio, p. 4. * 5 

No, far from it; but as the pinching point in the 
conſcience is not, that there is no ſuch ri | 
in being as pleaſeth God; but that w E have no ſuck 
righteouſneſs ; ſo, we underſtand the comfort and be- 
nefit of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to be, that it is a ſuſſi- 
cient 'righteouſneſs in ov behalf. And we who 
plead for the divine grant of this righteeuſneſs to ſin- 
ners, as ſuch, very evidently maintain, that there is ns 
preliminary righteouſneſs neceflary to ſuch a concluſion. 
* N. B. Mr Sandeman's words are included wich che commas, 


the other paragraphs are che reply. 


dE! ST 
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U ſpeak of thoſe teachers, who, having largely 
« inſiſtecl on the corruption of. human nature, con · 
b Ky the whole, world guilty. before God, elo- 

ſet: forth the neceſſity of an atonement, 

e « ee y maintained the ſcripture- doctrine concern - 

ing the perſon and work of Chriſt; yet, after all, 

c "PRE us as much in the dark as to our comfort, 28 

«if Jeſus, Chriſt had never appeared ; Keene Yr 

& * inſuperable a talk. for us, as if he had not finiſhed 
«. his work.“ p. 8. 

This charge may be very properly exhibited again, 
thoſe- teachers Who leave us as much in the dark as 
they found us, unleſs we can find out ſomething with- 
1 

pajy's doctrine. brings near to 
as ſuch, for their immediate en] Take and 
have, receive and poſſeis, relates only to perſonal enjoy - 
ment, is * taſk, no cntitling condition; the appro- 
priation being fully warranted. by the truth n. 
and effected 85 the belief of it. 

Wdile, with great aſſiduity and earnelineſs,, they 
& are buſied i in — us, animating us with va - 
© rions. enc ements, and furniſhing us with ma- 
I nifold inſtructions, how to perform that ſtrange 

de ſomething which; is to make out our connection 
e with Cari, and bring his righteouſneſs home to 


cc — 9 | 
righteouſneſs is brought home to 


P. 9 
We ſay, Choilt's ri 
6 us, in the goſpel- 2 without the neceſſity 
of any intervening righteouſneſs to warrant- us to 
call it vurs. We only receive what is freely given; 
that is all the ſtrange ſomething we have pleaded for; 
and that not for oùr acceptance with God in virtue 
vf our act, but only to know and enjoy that righteduſ- 
nels at o, an deen of: WHIth dose Wen r 
cepted- 

— Setting them b. to work to 2 ſomething under 
vis: — * wa 
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e name, ne eee 
Not ſo with us, who receive and live. by "Chrift's 
righteouſneſs, with which God hath declared himſelf 
already well pleaſed. 

<« Every doctrine which teaches us to do dr endea- 
« your any thing toward our acceptance with God, 


* e rf the Auge of the Ale. p. 


ut the doqtrine we plead for, teaches us to live 
by what Chriſt has already done, as being given to us 
for that purpoſe. To ſay that I muſt Be. or endea- 
vaur any thing that I may be accepted, is a contradic- 
tion to that believing on Chriſt we plead far; which 
is, in fact, neither more nor leſs, than living upon him 
as. our whole, only, and complete ſalvation; Tra 
will, on that account, bear the teſt of the 
word, To him Wha, worketb not, but beligveth on him = 

Juſtifieth the ungodly, &c. Ay this faith cannot be ſe- 
parated from _— truth believed, nor the truth belie- 
ved from Chriſt the ſubje& of that truth, ſo to be ju- 
ſtified by faith, by Gil or by his blood, is the ſame 
thing. Nor can any doing yp acceptance be charged 
upon this believing on Chriſt, while its native language 
is, Js the Lord have I righteouſneſs. 
-  * Palaman's main arguments, © If the work finiſh- . 
«ed b y Jeſus Chriſt is alone ſuſſicient to juſtiscation, 


« — no appro n or reception is neceſſary there · 
„to.“ We 5 that that alone is ſufficient; there- 
fore reception or appropriation belongs to our con- 


ſcious poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the juſtifying righ- 
teouſnels, to the manifeitation of our juſtification by 
it, and 5 the iniluence of it in our lives and conver- 


ſations. 
| Palanon thinks he does not 15 the ſufficiency of 


* ® 8 — * of 8 choſen for him- 


4h, as Mr Hervey. is to be prodectigod by SS... ; 
Y 4 Chriſt, 


* a 
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Chriſt, when he connects faith and ſalvation . 
and maintains, that all who believe this ſufficiency 
Will be faved, and all who believe it not, will periſh, 
_ He admits, that a work of God is neceſſary in the 
juſtified, that is to beget faith, to beget in them a per- 
Tuafion of the ſufficiency of the juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
He judges this cannot be a contradiction to the one 
thing n alone, becauſe it is wholly a perſuaſion 
of the ſufficiency of that alone, without more. In what 
light then are we to conſider this farther work of God 
in perſuading us of the ſufficiency of this righteouſneſs? 
Not as an addition to the ſufficient righteouſneſs, but on- 
Iy as relative to the knowledge of it. He is juſtified 
by believing only as he is juſtified by what he believes. 
Neither does he think he denies the ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs, when he maintains faith, love, and ſelf-de- 
Med obedience, as neceſſary to demonſtrate his portion 
in this righteouſneſs, or that he is a juſtified perſon. 
Becauſe in theſe acts, or in this obedience, he is not 
doing ſomething to be juſtified, but proceeding in the 
way of painful defire and fear,” in order to know him- 
elf to 2 led. * | | 
Hence it is apparent, that he muſt be obliged to 
allow, that although the work finiſhed by Chriſt on 
the croſs, is the ſole requiſite to juſtification ; yet, in 
this view, ſomething more is nec to the knowledge 
of his intereſt in this righteouſneſs, or of his juſtifica- 
Hon by it. And that to maintain this, is no contra- 
diction to the fole requiſite, but a procedure upon it. 
What he is obliged to plead for himſelf, he muſt alſo 
allow 8 g is not in 
re of the ſole requifite, but our ent enjoy- 
— it, or a: r of our juſtification by wii 
alone. He ſays, with the multitude, in the way of 
 & painful defire aud fear,” till we come to the know- 
ledge of the difference God has made between us and 
others; we ſay, by the free grant of the golpel, to 
the abfolutely guilty without difference © 2. 
. . « The 
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% The doctrine of the apoſtles, inſtead of —— 
* us what to do, ſets before us all that the moſt diſ- 
* quieted conſcience can require, in order to accept - 
“ ance with God, as Wem by 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” p. 17. 
ates bo Oh conſcience requires 'a -ri righteonſncſs 
ng to God in ite ewn behalf. No righteouſneſs 
alot my conſcience, unleſs I conſider it as a righ - 
1eſs for me. The righteouſneſs which pleaſeth 
Got, is dr dove" and e by. 8988 
Palzmon conſiders this righteouſneſs as reſpecting him- 
ſelf, only as far as he diſcovers his own faith, — and 
ſelf-denied obedience. We conſider it as given to the 
abſolutely guilty, warranting ſuch to live by it, as ſo 
given to them or that purpoſe. 
Palæmon's notion, that God hath appointed no way, 
but by our works, to be aſſured of ſalvation by Chriſt 
alone, renders his doing, — Gong tht — 


ſcarcely different in an — For 
may live. There are few rms Arey as to 
can alter God's mind 2 their — 


ces. But not knowing what he N. p 
do, that they may obtain ſatisfaction E 
about their ſalvation; and Palæmon's doing ſeems to be 


wholly of this ſort, that is, in fact, er peace with f 
God, and not from it. 
« What Chriſt has done, is :that-which 
« God; what he hath done, is that which quiets the 
; 727 on or pes: Gun 
ö Ibid. 
| As ſoon as he knows it reſpects him a finer, 
Tf the fear of the guilty conſcience, ſted o 
| an uncertainty of there being any righteouſneſs 
) h God in the behalf of — or the . 
ed, then the guilty conſcience would be quieted as 
Goon as it is evident chere is ſuch a righteouſneſs. But 
this is not the caſe; the fear of the guilty conſcience 
is a dread of God, becauſe I have no ſuch righteoos 
neis; 
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neſs; Decauſe I have no righteouſneſs, upon which 1 
can he aſſured he is pleaſed with me. And this guilty 
conſcience cannot be quieted, unleſs I diſcoyer the 
righteouſneſs which pleaſeth God in my own behalf. 
As we 8 report A 25 wo ſufficient 
righteouſneſs, freely given in Jeſus, fuits the 
rr — wid 1 
ever we hear of this proviſien of divine grace, we have - 
no occaſion for any other queſtion but this, © Is it 
true or not? If we find it true, we are happy; and 
it is Palæmon, and not we, that ſtands in need of an- 
other righteouſneſs to quiet the guilty conſcience. 
- / Palemon conſiders «© the work of Chriſt as a fuf- 
te ficient foundation whereon to reſt the whole 
« weight of our acceptance with God, p. 12, while 
at the ame time he aſſerts, that his own part or 
lot in this righteouſneſs = is not ſo eaſily ſettled ;” 
p. 1 3- but that he muſt wait, and work for it in the 
way of painful deſire and fear, till he is at laſt 
4 crowned 1 in a clear diſcovery of 
Bis ng faith, love, and ſelf-denied obedience, 
p. 419. We judge ourſelves not left to this uncer- 
tainty; and that, without the diſcovery of any ſuch 
difference betwixt us and other men, we are allowed to 
receive, enjoy, and live upon Jeſus Chriſt, as freely 
ven to ſinners in the goſpel. Even as thoſe who are 
Eid to an entertainment, are freely allowed to par- 
take of what is ſet before them. Palemtn's view of 
the goſpel· report, ſets him at a diſtance from enjoy- 
ment, or leaves him in uncertainty, till his obedience 
manifeſts a difference betwixt him and others. Our 
view is of the ſuſſicient righteouſneſs, brought quite 
home, fo that vur firſt act is to live by it, that in the 
ſtrength thereof e may be influenced by love to him 
that velitry p52 ts nn 46 123d): jad 
It is true, the ſcripture- ** no where aſcertains that 
4 Chriſt died for me in particular.“ But it allows, 
invites, and commands me a guilty ſinner, without 


* 
0 
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"a E on him, live by him, c. phraſes 


evidently exprefive. of the een, en 
canſidence we plead for 

Our author ſays, © That Chin died, that he gave 
0 his life a ragſom for many, is, indeed, a truth 7 
« aſcertained in the ſcriptures, for the relief of the 
« ſhipwrecked and deſperate.” But can it relieve any 


farther than it reſpedts ourſelves? And i the goſpel de- 


claration concerning this righteouſneſs doth not reſpect 
us any farther than as we apprehend we may be of the 
lect, or that we have their qualifications, how does it 
relicye the ſhipwrecked and the deſperate? It rather re. 
lieves the elect and the qualiſed. This point ſeems to 
be Mr Sandeman's myſtery, and he guards the inquiry 
with. ſomething Ike, Henge ye profane! The 
« world (ſays he) will always be Oobjecting thus.“ A 
plain acknowledgment, I think, that har is the que- 
[yo to be aufwered, or the guilty conſcience cannot 
be relieved ; and a vindication-of our view of the go- 
Fel. report, as furniſhing us with the us he” at | 
« 'The ſcripture — affirms the final perdition of 

< many, not merely hearers of the goſpel, but who 


« n Ibid, 
againſt depe 


Cor 


rain that which procevds icy on the divine' invi- 
tation and faithfulgeſs. 

« Many hall feck to rater in, and bel cat bo 
cc Ahle.“ 154. 88 

Becauſe they ſeek not faith (by the «ruth of the 
goſpel), but as it were by the works of the lar. 

Notwithſtanding their great confidence about 
<« their acquaintance Sith Chriſt, and their intereſt in 
« him, and their experience of his preſence with them; 
2 e e 4 never knew you, des 
a n from me.” Ibid, The 
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The confidence of thoſe condemned, is evidently, 
3 — built uren the finiſhed work of 
ven to them, or the Heine faithfulneſs pled - 


ged to — | in the goſpel but a confidence 
dn their own attainments tence, wherein 


they judged theniſetves "peculiarly entitled to! the 


Let who will be condemned, it is allowed by Mr 
bee thi every believer of the f of the 
work of Chriſt, to juſtify the ungodly, is juſtified, 
And it is very evident, that whoever lives by that, as 
ſafiicient for him, believes that ſufficiency, and is 
n though ten'thouſand 
profeſſors periſh 

When they are condemned chen 28 hypocrites 
< and unbelievers, they are not condemned for want 
of Aſpafio's faith; and that for theſe two reaſons; 
« is, it was never true that Chriſt died for 
« them; the ſecond is, they were not faulty in this 
«« reſpect, for the ſacred text deſcribes them as rather 
& too confident about ther intereſt in Chriſt.” 

As to the firſt,” it is not A/ pa¹E s faith that Gori 
died for them, whether they believe it or no; and as 
to the ſecond, they may be condemned for neglecting 


or rej of a Saviour to the 
only 5 witch! is he rack 4} 


puſſo pleads for, and, at 

the A time, too e upon their imagined at · 
tainments on which they found their hopes. 

« The goſpel propoſes nothing to be believed by 


us, but what is infallibly true, whether we believe 


it or not.” — ty mediately 

But it prope to be im recei- 
ved and 5 ing any en- 
titling condition whatever. We picad Feed for doch a per- 
ſuaſiun as is the reception of a gift; and what we thus 
receive, or aſſure ourſelves for its truth 
(or infallible certainty) on the veracity and faithful- 


2 Who has Ded fath hall not be con- 
founded. 
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founded. We agree, that a perſuaſion of à propoſi- 
tion, true in itſelf, muſt be grounded on the evidence 
of that truth. But this is not the caſe, . when: we are 
conn IS or truſt in the Lord. 
« The goſpel, which foretells the final perdition of 
& ſo many its hearers, 3 
„ 
2 r 


2 ed, which foretells the final perdition of fo 
its hearers, at the ſame time warrants ever 
bearer to lve by then teouſnets it reveals; and 
8 eternal — = 
the us Chriſt, or eee © 
1 — — 
« Unleſs we ſhall ay, that Chriſt-died- for 


every 
« individual of and conſequently, that none 
66 of mankind owe their ration 
They — 0 


ä to * n 


receives 10,000 /. as à gift, 
the gift? And is it the act or 
riches he receives? We on both ſides — for 


I leave others to 1 | 
* letter, our | author vibes r 
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faith had been . equally precious with the . 
P. 18. As the difference between his faith and ours is, 
chat we believe the righteouſneſs which pleaſeth God, 
is given to us guilty ſinners immediately, to live by as 
dur dun, which he does not; his faith does not in that 
reſpect appear to be more precious, or more apoſialie. 
It is true, * the apoſtlos never taught men to make 
& one ſtep of advance towards God, on the proipect 
&« that God would condeſcend and come down the 
ꝙ6? . 7 p. 23. 
And this may be a ſuitahle ar theiſe 
who Tpend their time in oſſerin certain 
terms or condition tu be ** ſinner. 
But this is far from being the caſe In what we plead 
for. Chriſt, or his 8 ddes not meet our 
believing application, but! obzett oi it, the thing 
applied: It is Chriſt, and his righteouſheſb, that is 
immediately rebeived, applied, ur acrounted ours, as 
being freely given or granted in the goſpel- report. 
So that our appropriation. terminates in i cher and 
can no more exiſt without Chriſt, than [eating can 
Without food. is it proper to ſay, that — a 
man tmakes-only a ſtep of advance towards his fool, 
_ 3 that che food ſhall meet lim? J uit 
to apply ſuch rr the ap- 
eg eee at „bas vinct $3 o ⁰ανẽꝭõ 
poſtles called Amon bo believe on the Lord Je- 
Tos (bib, * a manner of addreſs, as is inrrm- 
g chereby only ſuch convictiums 
as are purely paſſive; only fuch as fore themſelvrs 
po — a 993 noe nd — 4 
e andibe baptized eve 
„ in 2 — * e. — a. H ws prog of 
fer, Ae 2. 38. And wir many other. words did ve 
. and exbort, 2 —— yaurſelves-/from thiswnto- 
| , 46 Ad gain, Repeat — 3 
per wh converted, chap. iii. 19. Aud again, 


"oll the piep et witch, Thet — 2 — — 


ever 
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ever believeth in him, lemon e eee 
x. 43. And again, Be it known unto" you, . mg 


men and brethren, that through this nan in * um 5 


to you the fheginmi' of: fb... 3 


are juſtified, chap. xin. 38. 39. And again, bei 


en the Lord ee Chriſt, — e ſhalt be ſaved, &. 
chap. xvi. 31. In all theſe inſtances, there is 

exhorted to, called belieying on, or an Chriſt); being 
baptized in his name for remiſſion of fins ; repenting, 
and being converted; ſomething more than paſſive 


conviction, and, at the ſame time, ſomething conſiſt- 
ent with the done ſufficiency of Chriſt's rightœouſ. 


neſs, which can be neither „ n 
propriation, truſt, or confidence we plead for. 
That. “ the promiſes of the goſpel are made only to 


« believers,” will never invalidate our plea for appro» 


praation, while it remains true, that the grant af 
Chrift, and the ſalvation in him, is made to dinners; 
and in receiving the grant, they evidentiy commence 


thoſe to whom the promiſes are made; that is, thus 


who believe on Chriſt according to the apoſtalic ex- 
l immediately belie- 
ving on Chriſt, the promiſes are made; Ro to en; 
courage ſuch to draw near and live with c 
on the ſuſſiciont righteouſneſs ; :fecandty, to —_— 
them a certainty dependent upon the divine faithful · 
neſs, and animating deep e de mok aer . 
willing obedience. 

_ ſay no one muſt 20coant the ri of 

until he 


Chriſt, as belonging to him, in any 
—— a true believer, as it excludes the 
application we plead for, ſo in its room it introduces 
all the pernicious conſequences this author profeſſes to 
2 in his accuſation of Aſpaſio, viz,” 5 — 
a preliminary human rig as ſome way · 
5 pedient, or rather , to our enjoying the 
comfort and benefit of Chnit's.”  Unlels Pa/pmen 
can enn chat we enjoy che 1 
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benefit of — s righteouſneſs, while we are, ac. 
cording to “working in the way of painful de- 
ſire and fear, till we come to that — 2 
common experience teacheth us, that righteouſneſs 
2 only relieve or comfort us, as far as it reſpects 
That he is able to ſave his elect, is no comfort to 
— further than I concave myſelf to be one of them; 
and in this caſe I am comforted, either by a conjectu- 
ral hope, or by a hope founded on the difference there 
is betwixt me and others. 
And to obviate the difficulty, how ſhall I know 
that the promiſe is to me! they addreſs their bre- 
<4: thren in this manner: In the name of the great 


God we declare, that the promiſe is to thee, and 


thoe, O man, woman, whoſoever thou art.” p. 23. 
The of ſalvation, to whoſoever believes on 
Chriſt, is evidently to the ſinner, as his-encourage- 
ment to come to the ſure enjoyment of the righteouſ- 
neſs and falvation given in him, by receiving, appro- 
, and truſting confidently on him as fo 
| < In his name, we call you this moment to etch 
« forth the withered hand, and the withered heart, 
and take hold of Chriſt, faying, He is mine, and 1 
«am his.” Ibid. 
©, That may be underſtood thus; « We ſpeak not in 
our own name, as fi g our own importance, but 
inform you of the tidings, that it is God's com- 
mand, and your duty, not to wait to feel ſome power 
or alteration in yourſelf as à ground for your conſi- 
dence, but juſt as you are, in obedience to the divine 
command, 


receive or appropriate Chriſt, laying, He 
it mine, and Fam his.“ 


EN and the withered hour, are ex- 
tion, which, conſiſting in the prevalence our natu- 
= 7 y — nas n pero: 
ſpoils our hopes of living by our own rm- 
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obedience who hath become the righteouſneſs of the 
guilty: For it muſt be remembered, we are not ju- 

ified by our acts, but by the righteouſneſs we appro- 
priate ; and our appropriation only ſerves to give us 


the divinely-authentic enjoyment by the word, of that 


juſtification of -the ungodly, and without ſtrength, 
whereby we are ſaved. Hence we are called not to 


wait for ſtrength to do ſomething for the enjoyment 


of this juſtification, but ſtretch forth the withered 
hand, or juſt as we are, to live by Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs, when we feel nothing but what marks us out 
for eternal deſtruction. When Lazarus was made to 
hear, he came forth, according to the command he 
heard, or in obedience to the voice that quickened 
him ; and when we are made to hear the divine invi- 
tation and corhmand to live by this righteouſneſs, we 
appropriate it in obedience to him that makes us hear 
lus voice. The righteouſneſs itſelf, is that by whicli 
we are accepted; the appropriation reſpects our poſ- 
ſeſſion and enjoyment. In the latter we may be weaker 


or ſtronger”; in the former, is the invariable ground 


of our confidence; ELON GR Las 

That God has given to us eternal life in his Son, is 
the apoſtolic ſtyle, and the very record which is point- 
ed out for our peculiar attention; and when the word 
Mer has been made uſe of, and underſtood to convey 
nothing more than this iniportant truth, the behever 
of the record has become the receiver of the gift, or 
the enjoyer of the bleſſing, | 

Hence we ſee, that This is mine, or this was done 
« for me, is a truth, whoſe evidence takes its riſe from 
the pains I take to believe it.” p. 26. 

Its evidence depends an the veracity and faithful- 
neſs of him who ſpake the world into being, has pro- 
vided the ſufficient righteouſneſs, and has commanded 
us to give him this honour of depending on his word, 
in our enjoyment of this ſalvation. _ | 

It is not in this caſe the language of the belief of a 

Vow 1V.N" a8. Oo IE 3 truth, 
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truth, but of the reception or a ppropriation of a free 

ift; the belief of the truth of the ſufficiency of Je- 
Pas Chriſt, and of his being freely r paſo: 
and is that knowledge of the-name of the Lord which 
emboldens us to put our truſt in him. What we thus 
aſſure ourſelves of, in compliance with the divine in- 
vitation, c. as it is a certain truth in the divine 
mind, ſo it appears a truth by the divine word, when 
it is evident! _ tten to * Chriſtian faith, hope, 
and charity erence here between us is, that, 
with 5 175755 1s mine, this was done for me, is 2 
truth, whoſe evidence takesitsriſeonly from a diſcov 
that I am diſtin ed from other ſinners by my fai Faith: 
love, and ſelf-denied obedience. With us it is the 
language of a reception, appropriation, truſt, or con- 
fidence, grounded ypew the divine declarations to 
ſinners for that 

This, I mult fay, is indeed a very ſtrange and 
« uncommon way of finding truth.” Ibid. 

But ſuch a way of dependence on the divine vera- 
city and faithfulneſs as becomes us, and gives glory 
to God.—lIt is the reception of a e — — 
of the mind. —It is truſting to the faithfulneſs of God 
to make out, in this SN tar caſe, a blefling inde- 
finitely promiſed not aſſuring myſelf of a propoſition 
being true, but of eternal ſalvation, by a Saviour 
given to me. 

To receive a gift, or to partake of any thing upon 
invitation, 1s nothing ſtrange or uncommon. Jo hk 
caſe, when the gift is given in divine declarations, 
and the ings = 14 of it purely mental, an anſwerable 

perſuaſion of the mind, or Gn dependence on the di- 
Py veracity and faithfulneſs) an affuring ourſelves of 
the bleſſing granted; what we are perſuaded of is in 
a way peculiar to itſelf, and very confiſtent before 
him, who ſaid, WW; batſoever things ye defire when you 

a believe that you recerve them, 'and ye have them. 
' Palemon will allow, that Chriſt's death is an uncom- 
| mon 
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mon affair, as is alſo imputing righteouſneſs without 
works, c. Why then ſhould the peculiarity of thus 
enjoying righteouſneſs without works, be ſo much 
the ſubject of ſneer, becauſe accounted frange and 
uncommon ?—May it not rather be accounted ſuch a 
way of dependence on the divine veracity” and faith · 
fulneſs, as renders him = roger glory? 162) 

« If he (namely Chriſt) died for them that periſh, 
then the happineſs of them hg axe ſaved, muſt be 
« owing to ſomething elſe beſide his death.“ Ibid. 

Aſpaſio is no farther” concerned here, than as he 
maintains, that Chriſt is given for the guilty to appro- 
priate and live by. And in this regard, may it not 
be ſaid, with as much propriety, If an entertainment, 
provided in common, is refuſed by ſome, that then 
the nouriſhment of thoſe who partake of it, is owing 
to ſomething elſe beſides the food? this coming 
pretty near to our Lord's repreſentation, - Jabn vi. 53. 
A fallacy or impropriety charged upon the former, is 
alſo a reflection upon the latter. ent 

If we underſtand, by the happineſs of them who 
are ſaved, their redemption from the wrath to come, 
and title to future glory; this is ſtrictly to his 
perfect righteouſneſs. If we mean their preſent hap- 
pineſs in a conſcious poſſeſſion, knowledge, or enjoy- 
ment of this redemption ; this we may ſay is owing 
to his death, given to be received. Palamon ſays, to 
a diſcovery of our faith, love, and: ſelf-demed obedi- 
ence. | | | One , | 7 

It is a juſt obſervation, That © in ſpeaking of 
4 the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, we had need 
«+ keep clear of all human ſyſtems, and hold cloſe by 
the ſcriptures.” p. 30. e eee ente 

And it 1s in ſtrict conformity to this we aſſert, that 
although God has given eternal life in his Son, even 
unto them, who, by diſbelieving it, make God ahay; 
yet no man has that life, but he that has the Son, 
God gives being 9 

| 5 
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riſes, and thereby enables us to receive, appropriate, 
or be perſuaded of. And if we admit of his charac- 
ter as a juſt God and a Saviour, in juſtifying the un- 
godly, why ſhould we object thus giving him the glory 
of his power and faithfulneſs? Thus SARAH re- 
ceived mm to concerve ſeed; —becauſe ſhe judged hin 
(not only able, but) faithful that had promiſed —And 
thus our Lord ſpeaks, Mark xi. 22. 23. 24. Shall it 
be diſputed, whether God can give an exiſtence to 
2 that yet are not, and make out that to be true, 
which we, according to his word, depend upon him 
for? This confidence is due to God only, and is gi- 
ving him glory. On the other hand, to ſup | 
cannot be, and, on this account, to ſet aſide this 
manner of believing or truſting in him, is to rob him 


This — may properly be called TzxusTiNG in 
the Lord, becauſe it proceeds neither on pre-evidence, 
nor inward but on God's bare word of 
invitation, promiſe, &c. taking that as a ſufficient au- 
thority and ſecurity. By this a proper dependence 
of the creature on the Creator is preſerved and kept 
up- And unleſs it can, without miſrepreſentation, be 
ſhewn inconſiſtent and antiſcriptural; all other ob- 
jections raiſed againſt it are but of ſmall account; and 
all labour to form it into a propoſition, true in itſelf, 
whether we believe it or no, is the labour of dift- 
dence and unbelief. For it is plain, they cannot 
truſt to God's invitations, commands, and declarations; 
and are ſeeking a reaſon of hope more agreeable to 
Ee. Th ZR W 
« Apa ſio maintains, that none have the proper ſcrip 
6 tu ad, but thoſe who are taught by the en. 
« kghtening; Spirit to draw the concluſion.“ p. 34. 
paſio maintains, that when the divine Spint 
opens our eyes, &c. we diſcover and make uſe of tht 
fame right or warrant as is the privilege of the vilcl 
Miſcrcant; a Tight founded, not on our * 
£5417 ; Ales 
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fires, but purely, ſolely, entirely on the free grant of 


a Saviour.” Dialogues, vol. ii. p. 361. . 
„They maintain, that reprobates have as fair a re- 
« vealed warrant, to draw the concluſion, as the elect 
« have.” id. | 
That is, that no man need ta wait to ſee his election, 
or, in other words, any difference between himſelf 
and other men, to warrant his confidence in Chriſt. 
The general indefinite expreſſions, contained in the 
declarations of the „ fuch as whoſoever, any man, 
he that believeth on him, &. 570 authoriſing or war- 
ranting he, any man, whoſoever he be, to believe, or 
truſt confidently on Chriſt alone for everlaſting life. Be- 
ing taught of God this truth, he lives by Chriſt as 
the Saviour of the loſt, even as being taught the ſut- 
ficiency of Chriſt he lives by that alone. . 
In the third letter, our author miſtakes the real 
queſtion between us. It is not, Whether or noc 
did Chriſt finiſh upon the croſs,” all that God re- 
« quires, every iite, without exception, to pro- 
« cure acceptance for, and give relief unto the guilt 
« conſcience of the moſt profane wretch that lives? 
41. 42. 
b This is not diſputed by us, but maintained more 
properly on our {ide than by our author. The que 
ſtion between us, is, Whether the guilty conſcience 
can be relieved from the ſentence of condemnation, . 
by the conſideration of a ſufficient righteouſneſs for 
the ele& and the qualified? Or, Whether God hath 
not provided for the relief of the guilty conſcience, 
by giving his only begotten Son that we might live 
through him? giving him not only to die, but gi- 
ving him in the divine declarations to be believed on? 
et muſt be the very ſame which placates 
divine juſtice, or which fully expreſſes the necet- 
« fary oppoſition of infinite goodneſs to evil or. fin, 
« that relieves the ſinner frum the ſęntence of con- 
| & l 1 Yenmnation, 


„ 
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« demnation, which is no other than the voice ot 
« God naturally reſiding in the conſcience.” Þ[b1id, 

As it would be very abſurd to ſuppoſe it placates 
the divine juſtice, without being conſidered by that 
Juſtice in the behalf of the tranigreſſor; ſo it ſeems 
to be equally abſurd, that it can © relieve the guilty 
* conicience from the ſentence of condemnation,” 
without being appropriated by that conicience. 

The ſentence of condemnation, naturally reſiding 
in the conſcience, requires a revelation of righteoui- 
neſs, that I may as muy impute to myſelf, as the ſin 
that condemns me, or the condemnation ſtill remains 
untouched, A poſhtulity, that I may be an elect per- 


ſon, cannot give relief, becauſe it may be ten to one 


it is not true. My hope is only in proportion, as! 
apprehend many, or few, to be elected; and, after 
all, it is not, in fact, Chriſt's righteouſneſs that re- 
lieves me, but my conjectural or tond hope of being 
one of the elect. N 

Chriſt did finiſh upon the croſs that righteouſneſs 
« which placates the divine juſtice, or which fully 
“ expreſſes the neceilary oppoſition of infinite good- 
« nets to evil, or fin.” "That righteouſneſs which 
alone can relieve the ſinner from eternal death, en- 
title him to eternal life, and bring peace and hope of 
everlaſting life to the moſt guilty conſcience. At the 
ſame time, it would be abiurd to ſay, Chriſt ſiniſhed 
on the croſs every requiſite or commandment relative 
to this righteouſneſs as preached or declared in the 
world. For inſtance; He hath commanded all men 
where to 21 2 Which I underitand a repentance re- 
ſpechye of this righteouſneſs, and the ſame with the 
commandment, that we ſbould believe on the name of his 
Son Feſus Chriſt, Again, the voice from heaven, This 
6s my belaved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, was attend- 
ed with. a commandment. to hear him, agreeable to 


L. lis 1-—$, If it is again inquired, of what avail 


ts? It may be anſwered, as 
the 
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the commandment to preach the goſpel to every crea- 
ture, availed to be the ſavour of life unto life in tkem 
that are ſaved, and of death unto death in them that 
periſh ; ſo the commandment” to believe on the name 
of his Son Jefus Chriſt, avails to encourage and war- 
rant the ſinner, as ſuch, to truſt, believe in, or ap- 
propriate and he that righteouſneſs. I am perſua- 
ded Palæmon will not ſay, that Chriſt finiſhed upon 
the croſs any of the commandments above mention- 
ed. As it may be affirmed on the other hand, that 


the obedience to theſe commands is no part of that 


righteouſneſs which procures acceptance for, or gives 
relief unto the conſcience of the moſt profane wretch 
that lives. But Palæmon's reply is, That all obedience 
to theſe commands, ſuppoſes the belief of the goſpel- 
report. Be it ſo, the commandment ſpeaks to them, 
not as to believers, or to the diſtinguiſhed among 
mankind, but as to ſinners or children of wrath, even 
as others; and is the divine method of grace in gi- 
ving us a conſcious poſſeſſion or enjoyment. 
Palemon ſeeks totally by works. | 

* What is the turning-point from deſpair to good 
« hope?” Ibid. | 

The finiſhed work of Chriſt alone. How is that 
our hope? As it is given for that purpoſe to be the 
hope ot the guilty. | t 

« Aſpaſio's faith reſts, one foot on the work of 
* Chriſt, and the other on human efforts, or the mo- 
« tions of man's heart“ Hide. , 

ite a miſtake. | A/ paſie's faith is, that the work 

of Chriſt is given to him; on this he reſts, and on no 
motions of his heart whatever. ; 

« What gives right to eternal life? The imputed 
<« righteouſneſs. What gives right to that? The 
« work of faith. Who have a right to act faith ? 
* Thoſe who feel an averſion to fin,” Wc. p. 44. 

This is alſo far from being. 4ſþafio's view of the 
matter: he ſhould be repreſented thus; What gives 


Z 4 right 


| 
| 
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t to eternal life? The imputed righteouſneſs. 

What gives right to that? The declarations of the 
goſpel, giving it freely to finners as ſuch. Who have 
a right to act faith, or appropriate this righteouſneſs ? 
All the ends of the earth ; as many as 4 be inclu- 
ded in the word whoſtever, To any of all the ends of 
the earth were the apoſtles commiſſioned to ſay, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
To exhort thus to 2 pafſive invgluntary conviction, 
would be very abſurd, . 

Aſpaſio's obſervation is, the “ grant is made to ſin- 
„ ners; in receiving the grant we.commence belie- 
« vers, according to the abovę- mentioned apoſtolic 

tion. 
But A/paſo will ſtill infiſt, that theſe qualifica- 
„ tions are by no means the greund of their right, 
cc ie 5 ſee fon, where the ground of their right 
cc ies 22 
the Melee declarations to ſinners as ſuch. 

* 1 al the obvious meaning of Aſpaſtos words is 
ce this: theſe perſons, fo qualified, have the right ex- 
4 clufive of unqualified — Thid. 

It is yery annoy this is not his meaning. 

« Where then can the ground of this right lie, but 
* 22 the diſtinguiſhed qu ions? It cannot lie in 

any hog pry 1 both; for, in that 3 the 
<4 w we as good a ri t as the qua- 
6 lifed. =" id. 1 þ 

They have ſo. Theſe are Aſpaſi's real ſentiments ; 
whatever qualifications make a difference between one 
man and another, they confer no right to the king- 
dom of God, they confer no right to the imputed 

teouſnels. For as all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
s he "BE, of God, they who are juſtified, are fuſtified 
freely grace, through the redemption which is in 


hbriſt. 
Jo They have toe in the heaven above, nor in 
66 + the earth below, to keep their hearts from ſinking 

into 
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« into utter deſpair, but the bare propitiation: This, 
« and this alone, encourages them to make their ad- 
« dreſs to God.” p. 48. 

Can this encourage further than they fee their in- 
tereſt in it, or right to draw near to God thereby, in 
virtue of his gracious declarations? And how are 
they to addreſs God? As their friend and father, on 


account of this righteouſneſs ? Then they, in in fact, 


appropriate it, and aur debate is at an end; we are 
. Or, do addreſs God only as the friend of 
ſome who are to be known in time by fuitable qualifi- 
cations? If this is our author's meaning, then it is he, 
and not Aſpaſio, that, in drawing near to God, ſeeks 
for inherent qualifications, inſtead of the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs. 

„% By this, and this alone, God conveys the firſt 
« taſte of his favour ung peace into their hearts.” Ibid. 

Unleſs we conceive of the imputed righteouſneſs as 
graciouſly granted unto us in this deſtitute condition, 
where is the connection? What taſte of favour and 
peace can be admitted by the conſideration of 
ſufficiency for the elet? Sufficient for me a guilty 
ſinner, without any other conſideration, is evangeli- 
cal. To wait for hing more before we are allowed 
to call him friend or father, on account of this righ- 
teouſneſs, is not at all adapted to bring us nigh ta 
God by the bare propitiation. | 
And it pleaſes me to find, 4ſpafie had not courage 
to cloſe this period, without bringing forth the — 
truth at laſt. For pointing Pi. tom poor, indigen 
and guilty ſinners, bo Aa, For ſuch the {7 
4 viour is provided to ſuch his benefits are propoſed ; 
„and on ſuch his will be magnified.” p. 48. 49. 

If it is allowed, his benefits are propoſed to fuch, 
the debate is ended. We mean no more. It is un- 
doubtedly warrantable to receive and appropriate what 
is provided for the enjoyment of any, or whoſcever a- 
mong the guilty; * 

ence 
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fidence under that name. If any other conſideration 
muſt intervene, then it is plain, the benefits are not 
provided for and propoſed to ſuch, but only for, and 
to thoſe who have the additional conſideration, 

As for the bare work finiſhed on the croſs, or the 
* bare report about it, however true we think it, ſo 
% far have we miſtaken it, that, ſetting aſide aur active 
operations about it, we do not ſee what comfort or 
* benefit can be derived from it. p. 85. | 

This proceeds on a total miſtake and mi enta- 
tion of Aſpaſto ; he is not putting the leaſt ſlight on the 
report or perſuaſion of the ſufficiency of the finiſhed 
work of Jeſus Chriſt, to juſtify the moſt guilty with- 
out more; he is here oppoling a qualified perſuaſion, 
or rather mere profeſlion, artfully ſubſtituted in the 
room of the ſufficient righteouſneſs, and the finner's 
living by that alone -A perſuaſion, © that the ſhelter 
of the ſummer-houſe is for our uſe, accompanied 
with a high eſteem of its accommodation, an earneſt de- 
fire after its protection, or an habitual tendency towards 
it.” Aſpaſſo aſks not whether a perſuaſion of the ſuf- 
ficiency of Chriſt, but - a perſuaſion that the ſummer- 
„ houle is free for our uſe,” whether this, though 
accompanied with eſteem, deſire, or tendency, unleſs 


'< carned into actual entrance and poſſeſſion, would 


anſwer the end and delign of ſuch a truth, < would 
<« be a proper ſafe- „ or indeed any manner of 
« advantage as to our perſons,” that is, in reſpect of 
poſſeſſion, enjoyment, and advantage. from that en- 
joyment. eſe are his very words, 16th dialogue, 
p. 398. And let any one impartially Judges whether 
Aſpaſio is here objecting againſt the finiſhed work of 
Jeſus? or rather, is he not ſetting aſide a fruitleſs 
perſuaſion, or rather profeſſion, that the ſhelter is free 
for our uſe, with dependence on our ſuppoſed eſteems, 
defires, tendencies, &c. that the ſoul may reſt purely 
and entirely on Jeſus Chriſt alone? Whom in the ſame 


page he deſcribes from the prophet I ſaiab, ti, ©" 
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« of refuge, as a covert from the ſtorm and from 
« rain.” A/pafio aſks, if a perſuaſion that Chriſt is fuch 
a place of retuge and covert free for our uſe, accom- 
panied with any eſteems, deſires, and tendencies, will 
anſwer to ſuch a repreſentation? Which is, in fact, 
whether we may truſt in ſuch a perſuaſion, eſteem, 
deſire, and tendency, inſtead of that righteouſneſs 


which is our appointed refuge? It is plain, all the 


active operations pleaded for, is to live by this alone, 
in diſtinction from any other dependence. And the 
advantage ariſing from theſe active operations, is the 
enjoyment, comfort, and influence of this ſufficient 
righteouſneſs, iD h 

If the 2 been pleading for the entire ſuf- 
ficiency of the work of Jeſus, Aſpaſio would readily agree 
to that, and have recommended living by that alone. 
But after he had ſo far coincided with Aſpaſio, as to 
allow, * that all this grace, and each of theſe benefits, 
« are free, perfectly tree, for you, for me, for others; 
might not Aſpaſio aſk, would this bare perſuaſion an- 
ſwer the end and deſign of ſuch a truth, unleſs I was 
induced thereby to really uſe it as a ſhelter? that is, 
to oppoſe Chriſt's righteouſneſs, thus freely given un- 
to me, to every ſenſe of guilt and condemnation, and 
aſſure myſelf of ſalvation by that alone. As I ſuppoſe 
Mr Sandeman, in his view of things, will allow the 
believer of the goſpel-report to oppoſe the truth of 
Chriſt's ſufficiency to every d ion or Conviction 
of guilt tending to deſpair, and this may as properly 
be called reducing that truth 20 practice. This is what 
Aſpaſio calls reducing to practice, the truth of Chriſt be- 
ing given for us to receive and live by him as ſuch a 
gift, as a retuge from all curſes of the law, and dan- 
ger of damnation, unto the end of peace, aſſurance, 
and holineſs. We do not conſider the goſpel as bare- 
ly furniſhing us with good and excellent materials 10 
work upon, but with bleſſings to enjoy and poſſeſs as our 
own ; and our whole ort, or any part of it, does 


works in a way of painful l dee and fear till they 
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not ariſe from the ſucceſs of our labour, but wholly 


trom the bleſſings ſo freely preſented to us to take 
comfort in — and is very far from making them 


Now, it does not ſignify much by what name 
ve call the mean of eſcape, whether we call it the 
law or the goſpel; for the concern we have 
* with either of theſe, is to obtain righteouſneſs or 
< a title to life.” p. 92. 9. 

However true 8 be of thoſe who ſeek by 


At to comfort us. 


are crowned with enjoyment;“ A/pafio is not charge- 
able, whoſe doctrine — an immediate enjoyment, 
without the intervention of any righteouſneſs or work 
whatever. 

«© For—it is not the bare knowledge of the law or 
++ goſpel that can do us any A; but the uſe we 
nate of them.” p. 93. 

This is but mere ſound ; for our author pleads for 
the above-mentioned uſe to be made of the report, 
previous to the enjoyment of the privilege. The uſc 
we make of the goſpel-report, is immediately to hve 
by the righteouſneſs it reveals: whereas the uſe of 
the law is to do that we may live. Is not here a ma- 
nifeſt ? yea, is not here a ſufficient difference? 

go each one reaſons thus: Seeing many ſpall periſh, 
— 12 ſeeing the goſpel ſays nothing to me, but what it 

s to every one, what comfort can I reap from it, un- 
1 «I I can find about myſelf, at leaſt one grain of odds, 
« caſting the balance in my . n with 


avour, in 6 


<6 — or in compariſon with what I myſelf have hi- 


« therto been? p. 94. 
But this is not Aſpaſio's lan which may rather 
be repreſented, Seeing the goſpel authoriſes me and every 


inner to live by the righteouſneſs it reveals, why ſhould [ 


not make this uſe of it's Since the door into the kingd 
of God 15 De GR bee 1 any _ 


6 But 
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« But what ſignifies all this, fays the proud devo: 
« tee, unleſs I can find ſome reaſon about myſelf, 
c why the Deity ſhould diſtinguiſh me as his favourite 

0 hayend other men? And thus he treats the ,bare 
« truth of the goſpel with ſcorn. and Ck 2 
Note, p. 97. 
Aſpaſio waits for no ſuch ie therefore this re- 
preſentation does not affect him. 

« In. vain ſhall he (any ſinner) expect to hear one 
« ſyllable more from God, to encourage him to-draw 
4 vic to him, than that he is well leaſed in his belo- 
ved Son ; 2 IERHO VA is well þ aſe for bis righ- 
& teouſneſs.”” p. 115. 

Hath not God already ſaid, He that believeth on him 
Hall not be aſhamed? that be that cometh to him Gall 
in no wiſe be caſt out? &c. Hath he ah, aps him as 
bread from heaven, that whoſoever him ſvould 
live by him? Has he not given rue 7 to us in bim © 
even ſo given to us, that whoſoever of us believe not 
this record that he hath given of his Son, mates him 2 
liar * Are we to ſet aſide theſe declarations as no en- 
co ent to us to appro page whey igh to 
God, leſt we ſhould not © fo y ſubmit 4 . 
to the divine e þ Or ad we not rather to 
look upon them, as the declarations of ſovereign grace: 
which has found out a way conſiſtent with the higheſt 
juſtice thus to ſhew favour to the guilty, and for the 
encou t of ſuch to believe on him, or draw 
nigh with confidence through the faith of him? 

« The apoitle Jobn — This is his commandment, 
« that we Aula believe on the name of his Son ; not that 
« we ſhould do any thing to obtain life, but that we 


* * ſhould live by what he hath done. It is a command - 

7 ment not requiring any thing of us, but beſtow- 
« ing life by the knowledge which it conveys.” p. 12 3 

* If 9 live by what he bach done, I account . be | 

* hath done, —— me for that purpoſe. And this is 


alſo the uſe 1 make of it; and this commandment, fo 
| underſtood, 


1 


\ 
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underſtood, requireth nothing of us, but beſtows life 


by the knowledge it conveys. So that what our au- 
thor has here ſaid, expreſſes our whole mind, and may 
end the diſpute. | ; 

Paul, in the deepeſt of all his diſtreſſes, was re- 
“ lieved by that very faith, which we modern Chri- 
c ſtians, in the height of our complaiſance, chuſe only 
4 to call, of the enfeebled and infantile kind.” p. 128. 

A miſtake this; Paul was relieved by a view of the 
ſufficiency of grace for himſelf in particular, My grace 


it ſufficient for 1uxk. He waited for no other righ- 


teouſneſs to certify him, that this ſufficient grace be- 
longed to him. | Ie, ſs | 

« Tf we hearken to them, the great point about 
«« which our faith is principally concerned, is a mat- 
< ter which turns out to be true; no bock nor man 
4 can telt how.” p. 168. 

It turns out to be true in God's faithfulneſs, an- 
ſwering to his gracious declarations. Our affurance 
or appropriation is founded and exerciſed upon God's 
faithfulneſs to anfwer to what he has revealed as the 

und of our confidence. That he has given to us e- 
ternal life in his Son; that in this man's name is preached 
10 us remiſſion of fins ; and that whoſoever belicveth on him 
Hall not periſh, but have everlaſting liſe. So that, in the 


very nature of the thing, the appropriating language 


is only the language of truſt and confidence, and will 
turn out to be truth if God may be depended on, as 
he moſt ſurely _ | | | 
In the goſpel-offer, we are told, is preſented to 
« the poor bankrupt, a bond, or bill indorſed to him, 
« to _— him from his poverty.—It is not his as 
* yet.” - pid... * | 4 
It is freel en to him, it is his in right to poſſeſs . 
and enjoy, by NG we are invited E of. 
It is therefore his to live upon, though not his in pre- 
ſent enjoyment. It is not preſented to him, but in 
common with others who periſh, rejecting it as inſut- 


ficient ; 


- 
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ficient ; yet it is ſo really preſented to him, that he is 


welcome to live by it, or avail himſelf of it as his own, 
without performing one act, or obtaining one qualifica- 
tion to entitle him to it. The difficulty lies in a man's 
be 93. 1 perſuaded that chis is true; which 
when a man nern 
vealed righteonſnch without more. 
He at laſtlays hold of it,—ſo it becomes his.” Ibid. 

It becomes his by that fame grace which has con- 
vinced him of its truth, and influenced him thereby to 
appropriate and enjoy it. It becomes his in poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment. Not that God impates it on account 
of our appropriation ; that only ſerves the uſe of peace 
of conſcience by it, and a warrantable enj joyment by 
the divine word, and to demonſtrate we are tho to 
whom it is im ted. 8 

Mr Mar/hall, Mr Boſton, and Meſſ. FO main- 
tain, that, according to the law, man is bound to 
believe whatever God declares, and do whatever he 
commands; that the duty of believing to be true 
what God has reported, and receiving what he has 
commanded us to receive, or take to ourſelves, be- 
longs to the law; which faſtens the new duty upon 
us, the moment the goſpel reveals the new o _ 
And if this is not true, how will the hearers of 
5 be condemned for deſpiſing or n this g 

ation ? And if this is true, why ma | 

niſters declare againſt the rejectors of Es Gard grace, what 
will be matter of their juſt condemnation ? Or, in other 
words, what proves, that they that periſh, periſh juſt- 
ly, and of their own will and choice, vindicating the 
righteous judgment of God. 
And is it not to be maintained conſiſtent with this, 
that the golfen, is purely and entirely a revelation of a 
ſufficient righteouſneſs for the moſt guilty, that where 
it takes place in the heart, it is by the ſovereign grace 
of him who provided the righteouſneſs it treats of? 


That in receiving it for true, and living by it, they 
are 
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are fulfilling the command of the new covenant ; they 
are performing of duty; and at the fame time, the 
ſabjects of the New-teſtament promiſe, in having 


that obedience, or law written on their heart by the 
Spirit of the living God, as a Spirit of grace and truth? 


. * L hope Satan does not chain you to your houſes, “ 


« nor flake you down. to your fields on the Lord's 
day.“ p. 267. 


This is rather to pr ER as 2 convicting them 


of their ſinful negligence and willin ignorance, than 
giving any directions what we m do to be ſaved. 
In that caſe we allow the anſwer is, Either keep the 
law yourſelf, or live by what Chriſt has alread — — 
We may now turn our 9 
thoſe who are moſt ſucc in propagating a per- 
<« verted goſpel. —Theſe men do indeed preſs very 
hard ꝑpon the conſcience to awaken fear: but when 


they have driven the ſerious. hearer almoſt to de- 


< ſpair, by an awful deſcription of his miſerable con- 
dition, and by repreſenting him as utterly unable 
in every reſpect to contribute any thing toward his 
<« own deliverance, they at laſt condeſcend, with no 

* {mall art and addreſs, to make ſome comfortable 
9 8 from the doctrine.— 
< Now is deſcribed, in a variety of particulars, a con- 
venient reſource, where the pride of the ſerious 
hearer may exerciſe itſelf with great hopes of ſuc- 
< cels.” p. 279. 

The pride of the ſerious hearer, is the conceit of 
his being able to do CN obtain in ſomething to deliver 


I wal a 1 propenſity to live by 
| e is to — 1. becomes ſelf- de- 
The truth is, the of the divine righ- 
teouſncis d 


on no doing or difference in man. 
The being quickened e the Truth of the goſpel to 
-hear the - of God „depends on the ſove- 
reign good pleaſure of heaven. A man deaht Mete 

voice of God, not to the qualified, but to the abſo 1 72 
8 f 7 


c r 
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guilty aud loſt, is made obedient to the commands 
and exhortations to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


or to live by his righteouſneſs, without waiting for 
any other; and the obedience that anſwers as an 2 


to that divine voice, command, invitation, Gg. is, 
- and can be no other, than truſting g. depending, — 
aſluring ourſelves of ſalvation by Chriſt alone, in obe- 


dience to the divine declaration; as Lazarus came forth 
in obedience to the voice that quickened him, When we 
bid ſinners believe on Chriſt, we would be underſtood 
as exhibiting a quickening truth, as well as a divine 
command; that is, that there is a fa ficient Saviour who 
may ſafely be depended on. And in obedience to this 
voice we are not doing that we may live, but we are 
living by Chriſt alone, in obedience to him wko makes 
the 441 to hear his voice. The pride of the ſerious 
hearer may be as much excited by being told to do 
fv they may! know their Galvativs, nne de 

. ; * 

e The preacher finds it neceflary to warn his 1 
« ers to avoid all th br aan, election 
« at preſent. bid. 

That is, when eftion 1 objefted gainſt the divine 
declarations, encouraging th e 2 that cha- 
racter, and without any 3 Aon to live 
immediately Chriſt's righteouſn For the jai- 
lor to have dect election againſt Paul, when hs 
bid him believe on mann? lus Chriſt, would have | 
been from the enemy. 

11 aps. by 8 ocker is in this doarine no Vi- 
« ſible gro or faith to reſt upon, — no viſible re- 
6 — for ed. Wide of any man.” p. 280. 
No viſible ground for a ſinner's confidence or truſt in 
Chriſt alone, which is not the pride of man, but ellen. 
tial to the faith of God's elect. 
„Sometimes they take great painst6 bew td bow 
little we do when Ve put We an and _ 


p. 281. | 
VoL. IV, No 20, A a The | 
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Ide act we plead for, is to live alot e by what Chriſt 
has done, whether we call it belicving on Chtiſt, re- 
ceiving, appropriating, tr uſting, or Whatever name 
we give it; this is what we mean. Our opponents on 
this head, are thoſe who are for having ſome good 
thing to be wrought in us, or done by us, before we 
are to be allowed to hve by what Jeſus has done; which 
is, in fact, a denial of its being wrought for the guil- 
ty. When they bave been driven out of every ſub- 
terfuge, they at laſt plead; that we tell people to be- 
heve on Chriſt; whereas it is the Spirit's work, and 
they muſt wait for this working of the Spirit before 
they are able to believe. We do not pretend to deny, 
that for a man to believe on the Son of God is the 
Spirit's work ; but at the ſame time are affured, that 
when a man is taught of God to believe Chriſt's Tigh- 
teouſneſs a proviſion for the guilty, he is not taught 
to aſſume any other character as his title to it. Nor 
is he taught of God to conſider himſelf in any other 
light than as guilty, and juſtly condemned. And 
therefore we farther inſiſt upon it, that a man, with- 
out waiting for any thing more than what Chriſt has 
already done, is to live by that, as ſufficient fer him, 
and given to him in the indefinite grant of the goſpel, 
And this he is to do, that is, live by Chriſt's righ» 
teouſneſs in obedience to the divine command and in- 
vitation, when he feels nothing in him, to em- 
bolden him thereto; and to depend upon it, that that 
righteouſneſs will not fail him. And thus far we pro- 
ceed ſcripturally, according to the anſwer given to the 
Philippian jailor. Kast 1071 | 
We have alſo aſſerted, that a man may- aſk the 
queſtion, What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? and yet be but 
upon nature's bottom. The direction to that man, 
is not to wait for to do ſomething, or to get ſomething 
done in him, but to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
When it has been objected to this, that nature cannot 
believe on Chriit, and therefore ſuch are not to age 
3.1.5 E 2 EX : 1.10 
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ſa; we have anſwered, he that gives the command is 
able to overcome this difficulty by divine . conviftion* 
of the truth, writing his laws in our hearts and minds. 
And while we, thus taught of God, in obedience to; 
the, word, are endeavouring to believe or truſt on the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, to obtain our certainty; and reſt 
ſatisfied with this righteouſneſs, the ggirit of grace 
and truth may further diſſipate every diſtruſtful ſug- 
geſtion, and make us fully fo. And here, by belies 
ving on Chriſt, we mean ſuch a truſting, conſiding on 
him, as we allow follows a divine paſſive conviction of 
the truth, that kind of activity which is intimated in 
Nee ytees Acts, xvis 31. Jobn vi. 35. and 
50% ui. 22. g 133 enen 7: BY 
We — believe through our owti natural averſe- 
neſs to live by the righteouſneſs of another, or our 
proneneſs to eſtabliſn our own.) But, at the ſame 
time, he that is taught of God, when he acknowled- 

he can do nothing, he rejoices that nothing is left 
or him to do, but on the contrary that he is called to 
hve by what Chriſt has already done. Apd they who 
will not diſtinguiſh this life from an endeavour to live 
With. i 2115, SIMGD eM e 
As conviction of the truth ef the fuficiegey of 
Chriſt, and his being freely given to the guilty and 
loſt, is the only conviction of truth that is free from 
ſelt-rignteouſneſs; to to live by this ſufficient righ- 
teouſueſs as ſo given, is the only activity that moſt im- 
mediately anſwers to the above-mentioned truths. 
| Palemon cannot deny, but coming to Cbriſd has the 
promiſe of being in newiſe caſt out; but be judges it 
to be an obedience in conſequence of faith, ar the bes 
lief of the truth. This, on the other hang; is not de- 
tied him. And it may be alſo affirmed, that the pro- 
miſe is an encouragement of certainty of ſucceſs to 
tvery one that comes to him, and a divine declaration 
which aſcertains the ſufficient rightcouſnels to be im- 
At | A1 1 puted 
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puted to every particular perſon anſwering that cha- 
racter. Coming to Chriſt is allowed to be more than a 
paſſive conviction ; it is allowed to be ſomething active 
n conſequence of ſuch a conviction ; and as it cannot 
de any ſuch activity or coming as contradicts the alone 
ſufficiency of Chriſt's finiſhed work, what anſwers to 
the ſcripture : deſcriptions or names given to this acti- 
vity, more properly than living by that ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs, inſtead of doing or ſeeking to do any thing 
to add thereto ? " 
| And as far as e. Marſhall, &c. plead for, or 
encourage, to an activity of this kind, they cannot be 
accuſed juſtly of ſetting up another righteouſneſs. — 
This activity terminates in its object, and reſolves it- 
ſelf entirely therein. The buſineſs to be accompliſhed 
by this activity, is only to come under fuch a certain- 
ty of ſalvation by Chrift alone, as is implied in the 
words truſt and confidence ; and the nature of it 1s as 
oppoſite to ſetting up another righteouſneſs, as the 
on of Chritt's ſufficiency.  Palemen pleads for 
activity in coming at the certainty of our intereſt in 
Chriſt's ſufficient work, and we plead for no more. 
Which therefore removes our plea beyond the reach 
of his objections. | A; 
Io plead for appropriation as ſomething to be add- 
ed to entitle to ce, is hable to Palemor's ob- 
jections. To plead for it, ſo as to make the ſufficient 
righteouſneſs depend on that act for its acceptance 
with God in our behalf, may alſo be accuſed as a doc- 
trine of ſelf-dependence ; but to appropriate as an et- 
fect of the report believed, as a means of — 
to ourſelves eternal life by that righteouſneſs revealed, 
and as an animating principle of obedience evidencin 
our ſpecial intereſt therein, is not at all liable to ſu 
jections. EY olds 
Hf faith muſt be called an inſtrument, and if it 
* be at the ſame time maintained, that juſtification 
* comes by faith only; then I am at full liberty to 
2 5 15 
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« affirm, that he who is poſſeſſed of the inſtrument, 
hand, or mouth, is already juſtified, without regard 

e to his uſing the inſtrument,” S. NU. 
ite a miſtaken view ; becauſe faith, or appropri- 

ation of Chriſt, has no exiſtence in itſelf without its 
object, as material inſtruments have. 
> We ſhall ſeldom find them fi 


peaking any thing 
like the language of the goſpel, without cautioning, 
cc W or clogging it with tome epa but,” 
c. Ibid. © | 

_ The apoſtle ſays, To him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth, &c. There is a believing that ſtands oppoſed 
to working 8 and if our but is the but of the apoſtle, 
and only reſpects our receiving the record, and ap- 
propriating the revealed righteouſneſs n 

is free from this exception. 

„Though Theron is diveſted of all righteonſugſs of 
% his own, — every qualification and every recommenda- 
tion, he muſt yet be well provided with requiftes, 
even ſuch as may embolden him to make the ar 

„ propnation.” p. 287. 

A wide miſtake; hae ſcope and deſign through- 
out, is to ſhew, that nothing emboldens to opt 
ation, but the divine grant to ſinners, as ſuch. 

He (Theron ) is very willing to believe that he is 


* a gracious perſon.” p. 288. ST Ri 
How evident” does wy appear Gown the N hers 
quoted, that the faith or truth recommended was, 
* that all was his;” that is, by way of the divine 
of heaven to the ?—Quite different from 
ieving about himſelf that he is @ gracious perſon. 
« And while Theron cannot be brought to believe, 
* Apa 0 beholds his title perfectly Clear.” p. 289. 
{/paſio beheld his title or warrant to ap 25 285 
from the divine grant made to ſinners; : not £ 
prerequilites of Theron. 
*I muſt frankly own, — that I ſee no more differ- 
* ence betwixt a careleſs and convicted ſinner, than 
Aa 3 « is 
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is betwixt a fclon ranging his round at large, and 
one newly apprehended by the officers of juſtice: 
* and for my part, 1 think it would look liker an im- 
pertinent ſarcaſm, than any thing elſe, to tell either 


ot cheſe laſt, that he was now in a very bopeful 


* Way.“ p. 293. 
As faith comes by hearing, we hope for another 
when we can prevail with him only to hear. This does 
not imply, e ji bogndetin of hope in them. 
We hope when we ſee people concerned about their 
ſtate, that this chncern will terminate in 
to che remedy that is graciouſly provided. 
Das it one could reap any fpiritual | efit from 
ch; ſtudying the divine law, or know how pure, 
* ho extenſive, how ſublimely-perfect it is, before 
« he knows Chriſt the end there? for righteouſneſsg 
if ſuch a en Judge of his e ſtate 
4 impa P. 29 

Paliemon ems to forget, that 3 in page gi. "be hes 
intimated, that “ it was ſor want of comparing 
<« themſelves with the divine law, that the Phariſees 
made their miſtake. He that meaſures himſelf by 
others inſtead of this ſublimely perfect ſtandard, muſt 
at laſt ſtand ſelf condemned 15 He that meaſures hum- 
Aelf hereby, will know his ſtate to be deſperate, un- 
lis relieved by the finiſhed work of Chriſt. - 
<4 #fpaſm, then, hath found out a path, by walk- 
„ ing wherein the guilty may confidently hope to ar- 
#6 rive-at 3 at laſt.” p. 296. 

Not ws 


* If, a be ſcripture affirms, the thoughts and im nations 
of man's heart are evil, and that continu if this coinpound 
of evils is only in ſome meaſure nr and covered in the 
brighteſt characters amongſt men; if theſe reſtraints are on) 
from the various workings of 'pride, fear, and ſbame, in al 
who are not influenced by the ſaving truth : how wretchedly 
are they miſtaken, who found their hope on ſelf-excellencics 
8 ſo poor and ſhameful an original ? 


© 4paſo hath band himſelf guilty by 


comparing 
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a omparing himſelf with the divine law j — he hath found 
4 the difference ſo great, as to lead him to deſpair of 
1 himſelf ;=he hath found' Chriſt the end of the aw fot 
1 -  - righteouſneſs, and the principle of new eyangelical o- 
ö bedience.—He teſtifies of this with confidence, as a 
f ſubject here with he is really acquainted, and teſtifies 
* of what he has experienced to be true. 

q « The doybtfome faith he (E E.) complains of, 1 
7 « that which admits of a doubt concerning one's own - 
6 « ſtate. * Now, a man may have fome doubts about 
„ « this, who is Free 
| « the goſpel. 2 

0 The doubtſome Ein hin of, is the want 
* of that confidence anfwerable to 0 cious 7 

q tions of falvation--1n Chriſt to the Alte) 

, and not a'man's doubting about himſelf, or _ Io 90 


preſent is. On the contrary, we maintain, that this 
perſuaſion of a new ſtate in rift, imphes our n 
$ ſtate to be quite bad, and paſt 1 ge FI and FEY 
; ticular” application we plead B bor, 
: ſtate in our natural ſituation, to a ol fro in ths 
t 


perſon, righteouſneſs, and ine 5 4 by 
As exiſtence, and eu of Se bear 

ſuch a relation to each other in the human mind, 

the former is only enjoyed by the latter; ſo is Joſt 

fication, and the conſciouſneſs of it, "If 11 perceive 


: not my ' juſtification, it is to me as if I was not J 
ö juſtified. If I apprehend it is ſo from a falſe founda- 

tion, it will prove to me as 2 dream which vaniſhes 
E when wide awake. If a man, by ſome kind of 


ar 

ment, was to perſuade me that! ade a deu 
years ago, though I am not now conſcious of it, it 

would the ſame deluſion, as if he Was to de 
|; me that I am now King George, or the $4; 1 
| For a hundred ſuch exiſtences is, in fact, a hunare 
men, every man's own conſciouſneſs aſcertaining him- 
| {elf to himſelf in diſtinction from any other. . Bre 


nnn . i real 


 Ttification, and 


me that I was juſtified long ago, when I was not con- 
ſcious of it, he could propoſe no other end, his labour 
could no otherwiſe terminate, than in perſuading me 
that I am now juſtiſied. And that which is brought 
o prove, that I am one of thoſe who were .juſtited 
Jong ago, when I was not. conſcious of it, may as 
give me a conſciouſneſs. of my . preſent juſtifica- 
tion, without all that round-about labour. Unleſs it 
that while we. are conſidering theſe pre-exiſting 


juſtiſications, we are apt to lip ourſelves in for a ſhare, 


upon a foundation that will not bear a preſent ſcrutiny. 
The ſcripture, therefore, does not thus metaphyli- 
cally ſubtilize, it does not thus ſeparate. our juſtiſica- 
tion from the conſciouſneſs of it. He that is juſtifi- 
ed, by the finiſhed work of Chriſt, without any con- 
ſciouſneis of a difference between himſelf and others, 
is juſtiſied as ungodly; has peace with God by that 
which. juſtifies him; and is juſtified by his faith, that 


s, not by. what he does, but by what he believes: and 


the additional confirmation, by the fruits of faith, or 
conſciouſneſs of our not being deceived in our juſtifi- 
cation by faith, is called by the apoſtle James, juſtiſi- 
cation by works, without bearing any contradiction 
to the alone righteouſneſs by which we are juſtified. 
If my juſtification ariſes to me from the difference 
there is betwixt me and others, I may be ſaid to be 
juſtified, or enjoy juſtification by that difference. If 


the ſpring of my hope ariſes to my view from the re- 


port me welcome to the finiſhed work of Chriſt, 
as the righteouſneſs provided for the guilty to live by, 
then I am juſtified, or enjoy juſtification by Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs given to me, in oppoſition to any thing 
done by me, or 2 in me. If my perſonal ju- 
f e conſciouineſs of it, ſtand ſo nearly 
related, it is not at all improper that the ground of 
our acceptance with God, and the ground ot our con- 
4ciouſneis. of that acceptance, ſhould be of the ſame 
kind. 80 that if Lam accepted with God by the work 
| „ of 
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x of Chriſt alone, given to me, I am to know my ac- 
r ceptance with God juſt upon the ſame, and no other 
0 foundation. If it were not ſo, the favourite ſome- 
t thing might be ſet up, and the pride of man as fully 
gratified under the name of marks and evidences, as 
it is under the name of entitling conditions; and we 
are as effectually taught to draw near, with a Gd I 
thank thee,” I am not as other man. The ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs juſtifies a man, or gives him a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his acceptance with God, when he knows it is 
gracioully given to him, ſo that he is made welcome 
to dra near to God on that account. He that believes 
to the peace of his conſcience, believes this, and does 
not reſt in an uncertain conjectural hope. Says Pale- 
non, a hope grounded on the ſovereignty of God; — 
ſay we, not unleſs that ſovereignty has declared a 
ground of hope for us; otherwiſe we reſt in bare 
conjecture. But hearing that Jeſus has fulſilled all 
righteouſneſs for the juſtiſication of thoſe guilty ones 
who believe in his name, from à conviction taat'the 
doctrine is true, we aſſure ourſelves, in dependence on 
the divine veracity and faithfulneſs, that the privi 
leges are our on] or that we ſhall not be confound- 
ed in ſo truſting to Jeſuus. 6704 
% Paul calls upon ſome whom he himſelf looked up- 
on as believers, to examine themſelves whether they 
„were in the faith; and he exhorts others, about 
vVhom he obſerved the ſureſt tokens of their being 
true Chriſtians, to give all diligence to remove e- 
very doubt concerning their ſtate.”” p. 334. 
When Pau bid the Corinthians examine themſelves, 
&c. he plainly intimates their being in the faith a ſelf- 
evident matter; and that to be in the faith, and to 
have Chriſt in them, as the peace of their conſciences, 
and hope of glory, is the ſame thing; and this was the 
ſureſt evidence that he had been a miniſter of Chriſt 
unto them. He is not here calling them to remove 
the doubts concerning their own ſtate, by a diſcovery 
113 of 
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ot their faith, love, and ſelf denied obedience. It is 
allo very improbable, that the apoſtle ſhould (as Pale: 
OR. — have the ſureſt tokens of their being Chri- 
ſtians, and yet call them to doubt of it. T 

* Tam ſorry to fee df ſo much carried away 
< with their (4. e. the reachers) diſli mulation.” 
He points out to Theren his danger and remedy in the 
tollowiag manner: F you fall in ane point, or in any 
degree, you are guiliy & all. 1f your conformity be not 
« perſeverims as well at perſect, au incur the penalty, and 
are abandoned to this curſe, by unleſs you find mercy 
by what Chriſt has already done. No; but “ unleſs, 
<« renouncing all your perſamal performances, you place 
„ alt your affiance on 2 (Saviour's atonement and a 
. Senger righteouſueſs. p. 334. 

They who endeavour to renonnce their * per- 
tormances, as an entitling performance required of 
them, act inconſiſtently; * they who evidently re- 
nounce their Syn, from a goſpel . diſcovery of the — 
deemer's righteouſneſs, and live alone by that, 
virtue of the divine 3 are taught of God, 
and nd mercy by what Chriſt has already done. 
This eee e e eee 
« ſad to eſcape the curſe. Note, p. 334. 
So we are, according to Palamon, to take care that 
we have no aftiance or confidence in Chrilt's atone- 
ment, or righteouſneſs, becauſe that is eſc 
curſe by ſome good conduct of aur own ! - 
Mere (lays Aſpaſo that form and joyful * on 


4 Chriſt Jeſus, in am degree: propartiened to his infinite 


„ merats and invislable promiſes? And if (ſays Pale- 

6 22 cannot find acceptance wath God, but in be- 

ing conſcious of perſect cenformity to this new law, 

44 2 Lam in as great danger as before. p. 337 

Aſpaſio moves this very queſtion, not to obtain a pre 

requlſite, but to manifeſt p of s letter iigh 
teoulneis than our reliance, conſidered as a 


ance or work of ours, that we may rely upon the * 
cien 
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» cient work of Chriſt, without recurring to any other. 
a The goſpel-declarations are not to be ſeparated from 
11 our Saviour, his atonement, or righteouſneſs. Nor 
| can our alliance, knowledge, or enjoyment through 
4 that report, be ſeparated from either. I Chriſt's righ- 
* 
5 teouſneſs preſented to me as a ſecurity from the cũrſe 
of the law? My afiange therein, or knowledge theres 
of, is Chriſt, my &&curity, enjoyed by me, and mani» 
felted to me. The apoſtle was not ſo curious as to 
diſtianguiſh and divide with our author, when he ſaid, 
I hm all, things but - loſs,, not for the excellency of 


Chriſt, in diſtinction from — of bit. 1 but 
for the excellency of the  knowle — ors 0 Feſus my] 
Lid; and chis he ſtyles, nat . 


teouſneſ#, 21 

« My expectations were be raiſed by the 
beautiful and affecting deſcription of the ru fa 
* charg in dial. 9. till Liaw the finner's relief deſcrihe 
„as coming to him by neee 
«© ſtruggles, c. p. 337 1 500 0 0 

4/pa/io does not mean ſtruggling to believe the re- 
port, but ſtruggling far that 7, Which comes at laſt 
in a way they thought not of; that is, by the report. 
The reaſons of the ſoul- ſtruggles deſcribed, are igno- 
rance and ſelf-· righteguſneſs, other methods of 
rchet than by the declaration of eternal life given in 
cChriſt; and it frequently proves, that after many uſe= 
ess fruggles in divers ways, the fqul thus finds reſt;; 
* * They knew their intereſt in Chriſt's death, by 
nite “ che effec that his death had upon them.“ p. 339. 
le Chriſt's death hath its effect upon us when we draw: | 
near to God Warden which! is, in et, n. | 


propriate it. | 
— W beſides the Tak 


4 


* They imagine, 
; N may contribute more or Ic toward their #47 
' Lcape.”., P. 339-1! | 

They are clear of this charge, who eſcape what 
pat truth CGR, tu; | 5 

* The 
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The goſpel leads àa man to the teſt reverence 
for, and ſubmiſſion to the divine ſovereignty, with- 
< out having any claim upon God whatſoever, or 
„ kinding any reaſon” why God ſbould regard him 
„ more than thoſe that periſh.” p. 345. 

 Pal/amon' maintains, that all who acknowledge the 
truth of Chriſt's {uthciency have the promiſe of ſal- 
vation. He does not imagine a dependence on this 
promiſe oppoſes the molt abſolute ſubmiſſion to the 
divine ſovereignty; but is rather a dependence on 
the promiſes of ſovereign grace. And if we are per- 
ſuaded of a grant of this ſufficient righteouſneſs to 
the guilty, why may not this be admitted as fully 
conſiſtent with the fame ſubmiſſion to the divine — 
reignty ? 

& The divine ſovereignty appearing, that 
might be ſhewn to the worthleſs ; and the divine 
“ juſtice appearing in juſtifying the ungodly,” it is 
very acknowledged, leaves a man entirely at 
the mercy of God for is ſalvation. Here no man's 

is flattered ; '** no- man can find any ground to 

<« preſume, that the Deity him more than o- 
* thers. And the relief a man finds by this diſcovery, 
is, that God can be juſt, and juſtify him as he at 
« preſent ſtands without more, or while he finds no- 
thing about himſelf in the way of wiſh, deſire, or 

« otherwiſe, but what renders him obnoxious to "the 
& ET, P--34 46: The queſtion that re- 
mains is, God not intended a farther re- 
lief for ſuch guilty helpleſs 2 even to aſſure then 
of their particular ſalvation in | — 2 - 
confiding, in this ſufficient righteouſneſs, as 
freely to them de be thus depended upo nr Whether 
there is 'not a word, „call, or teſtimony, to 
this parpoſe ? and whether Chriſtian obedience i 
not influenced by an aſſurance thus obtained? A: 
the ſame time we can alſo readily agree, that “ no ma! 
« can warrantably be aſſured that he i. already't 
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« Chriſtian, a believer in Chriſt,, or that he is an 
« object of the peculiar favour of God, but by 
« being alſo conſcious, on good grounds, that his 
practice, in obedience to the peculiar s of 
« Chriſtianity, is influenced by that fame truth, which 
influenced the lives of the es.” td 
Now, if there is fuch a word, promiſe, call, or teſti- 
mony, as above mentioned, it is very diſtin& from, 
though not contrary: to the declarations concerning 
the purpoſe and election of God; and affords à viſible 
ground for our confident dependence on that righ- 
teonſneſs, as ſinners, without finding any reaſon a- 
bout ourſelves, why God ſhould regard us more 
than others: whereas the doctrine of election, in the 
4 of it, is not of itſelf capable of affording us this 
relief. 6 | ! | 
It is true, this ward, promiſe, call, or teſtimony, 
« leaves it as much a ſecret what particular perſon 
4 ſhall be ſaved, as the doctrine of the divine purpoſe, 
4 or election does. p. 348. but does not leave the 
ſinner fo much without à warrant to a iate. 
Notwithſtanding the doctrine of election, Palzmor 
will allow, that by him, all that believe are juſtified. ' So 
alſo it is ſaid, Hethat cometh to him ſhall in no wiſebe caft 
out; He that believeth on him hall never be confounded. 
In this view of things, we are fully warranted to 
<«< repreſent the Deity, as keeping ſecret his gracious 
“intentions to beget this or that particular perſon, 
by the word of truth; and, at the ſame time, “ re- 
« yealing his gracious intentions” to fave all thoſe, 
or any, whoſoever they be, that, without t 
difference at all between themſelves and others, ſhall, 
upon the bare invitation and divine promiſe to the 
guilty, live, truſt, or depend on his Son and his righ- 
teouſneſs, graciouſly provided as a refuge unto ſuch. 
And while we © are bufy in prompting our hearers to 
« hve thus by Chriſt alone, as given freely and inde- 
« finitcly to the guilty; we have reaſon to ow 
| . | 65 
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ce benefit of this gift who thus 
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* ſmall concern; leſt Satan tempt them“ to think; 
that becauſe God's people are choſen to falvation, they 
are not allowed to feed upon the bread of life, till 
they know themſelyes to be diſtinguiſhed from other 
ſinners as God's choſen. Hereby falvation, to the 
abſolutely guilty, is denied; and the people are taught 
to hope for eternal life, only by that which diſtin- 
guiſhes them from the reſt of mankind, This is build- 
ing wood, hay, and ftubble, on the precious founda - 
tion, Chriſt the Saviour of the loſt. + 6 
They tell us, #hat God bath made a grant, or deed 
f gift of Chriſt, and all bit benefits, te ſuiners of mans 
find. But when we inquire into this again, we 
< find it turns out to be a gift of benefits to multi- 
* tudes who are never benefited thereby.“ p. 350. 
And what of all that ? Could there be no ſuch thing 
as manna given to, or rained daily around the camp 
of Iſrael, becauſe ſome deſpiſed it, and longed for the 
fleſh · pots of Egypt? Muſt it follow that there is no 
ſuch gift, becauſe multitudes neglect and flight it ? 
or becauſe, like Palemon, they will not be perſua- 
ded there is ſuch a gift? Shall our unbelief make the 
gift, the faith, or faithfulneſs of God, of none effect? 
it remaineth nevertheleſs a truth, that whoſoever be- 
liveth on him, or receiveth the gift, ſhall not periſh, 
but have eternal life. And why may not they miſs of 
ject it, as the word 


preached never profited, not 
in them that heard it? _ OF on 
It might, with equal propriety, be ſaid, 
4 there is à grant of life made in the law, and that 
the divine willingneſs to bleſs men is therein ex- 
« preſſed ; Keep the commandments, and thou ſhalt 
« live.” p. 351. e £1107 

It might ſo; the difference lies here. The grant of 
life in the law, requires conditions to be previouſly 
performed, before we may preſume to account the 

blefling ours. The goſpel beſtows life in Chriſt with- 
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out any condition, or as a free gift, to be immediate« 


k, ly enjoyed. | II ei! | 
y In p. 352. ſeveral inſtances of the faith of thoſe 
ill who were healed by Chriſt, are adduced to evidence, 
er that they only believed Chriſt's ability to cure them. 
Ne To this I anſwer, that in thoſe inflances they waited 
ht for à proper , or declaration to proceed upon, 
n- in beheving that he would; and for that purpoſe they 
d- made application to him. And where they had ground 
[a for conchiding the event, they were as certain of that, 
as of his ability. And faith in thoſe cafes includes 
ed WM that certainty. 1 Cor. xiii. 2. I had all faith,” ſo 
Ns that I could remove mountains, comp. with Matth. xvii. 
we 20. When be ſaw be had faith to be healed. Acts xiv. 


9. and in Luke v. 19. 29. they neither doubted his 
ability, or willingneſs. In. our caſe, the grant of a 
Saviour to the guilty is declared, as well as the fyf- 
ficiency of his righteouſneſs ; hence we make: God 2 
liar, if we do not proceed on the truth of both. | 
+ The leper, like the two blind men, was fully 
« perſuaded that Chriſt was able to relieve him. Yet; 
as he had no claim upon him, he referred his re- 


« queſt entirely to his ſovereign re. in the full 
«% aflurance. of faith he was at Chrift's who . 
„as nowiſe obliged to apply his healing power to 


him.“ p. 352. PA, 

But this is no argument againſt 8 
which proceeds entirely upon the gracious ion, 
and grant of that i pleaſure: If the 


| ſovereign good pleaſure has ed the guilty as ſuch, 
hat ſo welcome to what is already done, that whoſoever 


hat believeth on him ſhall have eternal life ; he bath no o- 
eXy ther application to make, or to wait for. We may 
halt be without any claim upon God to do for us any thing 
tnat he has not already done, or to give us any :ight 
unto hat is already done; but as far as he is pleaſed 
to declare himſelf, it is our buſineſs aſſuredly to be- 
lieve, truſt in him, or hope in his mercy. And that 

2 appropriation 
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appropriation which proceeds wholly upon his gracious 
declaration, is conſiſtent with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion 


to ſovereign | 
ul. 


Sovereign grace interpoſed, providing a ri 
. neſs for the guilty world.” p. 353. 

Palemon ſhould ſay, to aſcertain his meaning, 
6 provemng a righteouſneſs for ſome of the guilty 
© wo "Rs 28 D * 
When once the gift of righteouſneſs is made 
« known to a man.” p. 353. : 

Can the gift properly be ſaid to he made known to 
a man, unleſs he knows to whom it is given? A gift 
to nobody, is no gift. A gift to the elec, or to the 
' qualified, is not a gift to the guilty world, but to 
them that are choſen out of it, and diſtinguiſhed 
„He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
« record in himſelf, the record that God gave of his 
„ Son.” bid. eg ed! 5 
Palæmon ſlips over the record here treated of, viz 
That God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. This the apoſtle points unto, as what is to 
be particularly regarded, And this is the record, &c. 
Nor ſhould: the teſtimony, that he is well pleaſed in 
him, be underſtood in any ſenſe excluſive of it. 
„ In like manner, all his children in the faith be- 
« lieve the divine word for righteouſneſs, without 
4 perceiving any ſhadow or ſymptom of it about 
4 themſelves, without feeling or being conſcious of 
« any thing about themſelves, to concur with the 
« divine word, to make out their righteouſneſs.” 
Thid. | 38 n 
This deſcription ſuits Aſpaſio much better than Pa- 
lemon, who waits for a diſcovery of his faith, love, 
and felf-denied obedience. 61 © 26730 

« If we look into the ſcripture, muſt we not ſay, 
t that all the good works which ſhall be recompenſed 


« at the reſurrection of the juſt, are produced by the 
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influence of the divine Spirit dwelling in the hearts 


4 of thoſe who believe? Yet ſuch is the connection 
i  betwixt every good work and its reward, that, ac- 
« cording to the- ſcripture, the juſtice of God, hot - 
„to ſay his grace, is concerned to make it good: 
Heb. vi. 10. God is not unrighteous to forget your tuurſ 
and labour of 'love.-—Whoſeever hall ie . a cup of 
mater to drink in my name,—verily I ſay unto you,” he. 
« ſball not-loſe his reward. Juſtice,” as well as 
e will appear in the laſt judgment ; then due regard 
« will be had to every man's works. But in the ju; 
« ſtification of finners, God has no reſpect to any 
«© man, as better than another. He conſiders: men, 
„when he commends his love to them, as ungodly, 

« and without ſtren that is, without — will — 
« be better. And who find mercy, are 
© to view themſelves in that fame. ron of; ohe, 
% wherein God'beheld men when he gave his Son to 
«* die for them. They do not find themſelves pre- 
< pared, or made fitter than others for mercy, by 
«any work of the 1 upon their Ng - 

they find their firſt taſte of comfort by _ 

„of him, who through the _— Spirit fed Lamel 
« without ſpot o Ged. p. 25 

Then they find their firſt als of comfort indepen- 
dent of any previous diſcovery or diſcernment of their 
faith, * or ſelf· denied obedience. And their firſt 
taſte of comfort is, not that there is a ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs provided for the elect, or the qualified, but 
that there is a ſufficient righteouſneſs — for the 
guilty to live by, without waiting for any farther dif- 


covery. 

The op ier dofrine ſuppoſes, that nods 
may be ſcrioully engaged in praying for the Holy 
4 Spirit to help — to faith, and ex them ac- 


“ cordingly; which is as abſurd as to ſuppoſes. that a 
man may be deſirous of being influenced by the Spi- 
<rit of a truth, which, boy preſent, he necher be 
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« Heves nor loves. ForIreckonitmuſt be that 
no man loves the goſpel before he believes it.“ p. 360. 
If we only underſtood by the goſpel that 2 
welcome to do ſomething, or to wait and pray for 
fometlnng . then we 
n err. for want o power, pra 
ing for it, falſely comforted with the lap 
— will for K deed; — all the while there is no 
willingneſs to live. entirely by what | Chriſt has done. 
But this is not the caſe: when 4/pa/o conſidered ap- 
8 as eſſential to faith, and preſſed it accord- 
gly, he underſtood by appropriation, a hving entirely 
by by Chrit' righteouſneſs alone, without: n for 
other. 
| — Whos curfyitems deſcribs faith to u, 25 a ſaving 
te beſtowed on us, by which we make uſe of 
« Chriſt fordatyation; are we not led to think of ſome 
grace nee to our ſalvation, beſide What ap- 
peared when by the grace of God, taſted 
death for the fins of men?“ p. 361. 
But in as much as Aſpa/i's whole plea is to live im- 
mediately by that e alone, without wailing! For 
any other 3 clear of this miſtake. , 
« They ſcem to forget, that Chriſt is in- hes, 
c and we on the carth ;—that the only way wherein 
* we can receive benefit from Chriſt, is hy the report 
« concerning him conveyed to our ears. p. 363. * 
- If the report, in this b e lin 60 
authoriſes us to live by hi err 6 
which he performed, who is gone to heaven; we i 
may, notwithſtanding he is gone to heaven; receive 
the report for true, and alſo lay hold of, or live by 
hr righteouſneſs it thus reveals. and conveys to us. 
When he comes to know that he may be juſtified, 
4 he finds -inunediatcly 2 covert from the #ionm” 


Lf + Abeding tb Palemon, beds not and this to 
be à covert for him, 3 De diſcovers diſtinguiſhing 
roi quali ations; 
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qualifications; whereas 4/pa/io finds a covert for the 
guilty finner, without any ſuch diſtinction. ' 
f now we underſtand by the /orm, the wrath 
that is to come, the believer, knowing that Chriſt 
“ hath done enough to deliver from it, loves him, 
& b of him, or flies to him.“ | 


o | 
In obeying his commands, and frequenting every 
“ mean of re. with him.” 15 a 
He that loves him, takes hold of him, or flies to 
him, obeys his commands; and is inclined to frequent | 
every means of correſpondence with him ; but to'give 
us this as the meaning and import of thoſe ſcriptural 
phraſes and repreſentations, more becomes | Locke, 
or Archbiſhop Tillotſon, than, the evangelical alamon. 
He may 4 ed, if he abides by this doctrine, the 
the croſs 


offence o will ſoon ceaſe. The primitive 
Chriſtians were taught to obey, becauſe 1 5 had de- 
livered them from the wrath ta come, 1 Theff. 1. 10. 


They: fled to him as the righteouſneſs provided for the 
guilty and deſtitute; and by the enjoyment at him, 
under this character, they were diſpoſed to all other 
obedience. | | 

« Accordingly we find Barnabas exhorted thoſe at 
«* Antioch, in whom he ſaw the grace of God, that 
„With 1 7 of heart they would cleavg wnto the 
* Lord. The conſequence of which was, they affem- 
* bled together in the appointed church-0 er, and 
« denied themſelves in ſending relief to their brethren 
in Fudea,” p. 365. 

Did they not aflemble as members of Chriſt, and 


partakers of his e Did they not cleave 
r 


to him as the-Lord their righteouſneſs? Or did they 
only fall into the appointed church · order, in order tg 
eſcape the wrath to come? If ſo, what is now be- 
ach of the ſufficient n pF Torts of 

e apoſtolic exhortatians, which conſtantly pro- 


% 
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evidence, but to appropriate and 


fore as ye have always 
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ceed upon the certainty of ſalvation by Chriſt, as the 
principle of all the obedience they call for. 
„ See what effect the knowledge of Chriſt had on 
* Paul, and what was his ſteady purpoſe : Tea doubt- 
* leſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency 
7 the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord. Ibid. 
aul ſays, My Lord, the thing we plead for, and 
counts himſelf apprehended of Chriſt Fefus. So that it 
is plain, he ran not as uncertarnly, he fought not as one 
that beateth the air. And as urance did not 
allow him, or lead him to trifle, or flacken his dili- 
ce in preſſing forward to the deſired end; ſo, on 
e other hand, his preſſing forward was far from 
— — the reſult of lis uncertainty; far from being a- 
nimated with a view to know by his 1 
1M the divine ſovereignty had interpoſed in his 
Palæmon does not agyrove of Aſpaſio ſaying, 
«« muſt endeavour, diligently endeavour, to 
id. But we may plead, in his excuſe, that 7 
is not here preſſing tv xocvive eee 
e by the dee 
righteouſneſs; to obtain and maintain thereby that 
certainty of acceptance with God, which was neceſ- 
fary to animate and incline to all evan obedience, 
and is included in every apoſtolic exhortation. Where- 
eyed—A4s ye have recerved Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, fo walk in him—Work out your own ſal 
vation Fig hi the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, &c. And thus underſtood, we may allow, with 
Palemen, that by ſuch arguments God worketh in 
<« thera that believe, both to will and to do, not any 
thing in order to juſtification, but all thoſe things 
« wherein their ſalvation is evidenced,” p. 367. 
« Tf a friend of mine ſhould ſee me chearful, on 
hearing ſomething new, and I ſhould tell him, I wa 
« comforted by an act of faith; would he not fay | 
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had heard, that he might partake in my ſatisfaction? 
P- 369. | 

But this repreſentation does not reach thoſe who 
plead for an immediate and conſtant living upon the 
complete and perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 


They are comforted by his acts, and their own has no 


other concern in it. 
« Faith, with its effects, is in ſcripture often figni- 

e fied by one expreſſion, and accordingly connected 
„ with falvation, as when it is ſaid, Whoſeever Hall 
call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Now, 
though we cannot ſay that a believer is ſaved on 
account of his prayers ; yet we may ſay, that he is 
« ſaved on account of what he believes, and by which 
„ he is encouraged to pray. It is eaſy to ſee love and 
hope expreſſed in all the prayers of faith recorded 
« in the ſcripture; yet it would be abſurd to inter 
4 from thence, that prayer, love, and faith, are re- 
„ quiſites in order to juſtification : for, if we agree 
« with the apoſtles, we muſt ſtill maintain, that ju- 
«- ſtification comes by faith, and not by works, not 
_ © by any thing we do in obedience to any law what- 
“ ſoever.” p. 370. FN 
And at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, that 
faith is duty and obedience to the divine law, and in 
this ſenſe a work: for, as our author has obſerved, 
p. 354. * Will not that law which Chriſt came to 
N fal, the law which requires love to God with all 

&< the heart, condemn all who by their unbelief make 
God a liar? Does not the Spirit of God convince . 


all whom he brings to the knowledge of the truth, - * 
« of fin, becauſe they believe not on Chriſt? In 


_ « fine, is there any thing contrary to the goſpel $54 
of the glory of the bleſſed God, not 2 
ed by the divine law?” How can theſe be recon- 
_ ciled, unleſs we admit that faith is fo far a work, 
duty, or. obedience, as has been above mention- 
ed. Yer, as Palemen maintains, we are juſtified 
8 a Leg AA ei! only 


" fee. And God 2 us by faith when he 
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only by what we believe. We ate Juſtified by faith 
as we are pleaſed with a ſight, that 1 "4 with. what we 


us this fight or faith, whereby we are thus ll 
And thus to be juſtified by Chriſt's , and to be 


juſtiſied by faith, is the ſame thing. 


If Palænen will abide by what he ſays, p. 371. that 
* the ſcriptures point forth the freedom of divine 
grace to the ſetting aſide all human diſtinctionis, in 
— fach h language as this, If any man will cenie after 
« me ;—Let him that heareth for come; and whoſaver 


45 ill, let him tate of the water of life. freely,” p. 371. 


we are then agreed, this is the foundation of all we 


- plead for, that ſinners, as ſuch, are made welcome to 


take of the water of life freely. | 
If the ſcriptures e believers as pilgrims, 


« and ſtrangers on earth, as running the Chriſtian / 


<« race, denying themſelves for the fake of the heaven- 
<'1y inheritance, and accordingly flymg for refuge, to 


0 lay hold upon the: hope ſet before them; our preachers, 


A= == mindful of their acts of faith, are ready to ex- 


cc hort us to put forth the acts of flying to Chriſt, and 


E 255 held on him.“ p. 372. 


allage alluded to is Heb. vi. 18. 19. That-by 
tua A e things, " which it was impoſhble for God 


0 lie, we, might have a ſtron £m conſolation, who have fled 


er refuge, ta lay hold upon t 


LG Þ 


ſet before us, Which 
hope 2ve "2 as an anchor of 7 ſoul, beth, ſure and 


_ "fedfaſt, &c. Wo rave FLED is an act palled, and 


bears a manifeſt reference to flying from the revenger 


of blood to the cities of refuge, Numb. xxxy.-27. to 
which city the man- layer being fied, was, while there, 
-Fctre ; not in his act, "but 3 in the privilege of the city 
herein he now dwelt; and waitcd unto the death of 
the high prieſt, as the hope ſet before him. The hope 
ſet before us, the apoſtle tells us we yet ſee riot, but 
with patience wait for it, Rom. viii. 25. But how can 


we with patience wait * it, if it is not at preſent the 
anchor 


KM as we AS + Dm vn & 2 
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. © the Lord, after the example of the believers h, 


him, or believing on him, 
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anchor-of th ſau, 'both fure aud ſtedfaſt* Or, as the 
apoſtle ſays in mother place, 1 fo run, not as uncertainly. 
Yet as this ſecurity lay in that righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone, he kept bis body (all his temporal concerns) un- 
der ſubjactian thereto, even as the man-{layer-abode in 
—ů refuge, knowing there was no ſaſety for 
r 
bedience, that he may thereby gain hi a conſcious 
title, polſeſſion, or enjoyment, of the favour of God. 
it is but of little moment whether he ſtyles it the fa- 
vour of God by Chriſt, or by any other name. His 
way to come at it is ſtill the ſame, by his own obe- 
dience. Nor can this be flying for refuge to Chriſt, 
but rather chuſing my own as my ſecu ; 
rity, and betaking my ſelf to them. ben Sale Vs 
It Barnabas exhorts thoſe in whom he: dawy the 
grace of God, with purpoſe of heart to:cleave unto 


vere ſail to be added unto the Lord, when they 
C were added to the ſociety of the diſciples; keep - 
ing bis commands, then we are told that quitifying 
* faith is a'cleaving to Chriſt.“ Ibid. enn 
It will anſwer our purpoſe, and convey our whole 
meaning, to ſay, The faith which juſtiſies cleawes to 
Chriſt; and in exhorting to cleave to Chriſt, we er- 


hort to continue in the faith. The phraſe, Belem 


were the more added tu the Lord, is, very evidently, nei- 
ther more nor leſs, than that many more were begot- 
ten to the faith. As to what relation theſe 
may alſo bear to fellowſhip in the: goſpel, ſoe the an- 
ſwer to p- 365. in p. 37 229.21 AH ud wand mit 
© But Aſpaſis tells us, in this that it: is the 
office of faith, #0 tale and ufetbeaneſtimable) t. If 
in this, or any other part of the Neu Taſlament, 
more be meant by receiving Gbriſt, than demoring 
| Lam ready itatſhe w, 
thatimore than Faith is meant, namely; faith with 
* :2toftuits andi effects.“ p. 7 ... 


* 
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By receiving Chriſt more may be meant than | 
him; but not more than belteving on him. We may be 
faid to tnoto a thing when its evidence forces itſelf 
upon the mind; but to believe on Chrift, is, in the 
i ſenſe, the ſubject of exhortation. If Pala · 
mon will confine himſelf to mean by faith, no more 
than a paſſive conviction of truth; it ſhall be allowed 
him, that by believing on Chriſt, more than he means 
faith is intended. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
laying held, leaning, &c. more is allowed to be 
meant by theſe expreſſions than Palæman means by 
faith. At the ſame time it may be affirmed, that theſe 
expreſſions of activity + do not contribute their quota” 
to our Juſtification, ſince we are juſtified by the righ- 
teouſneſs received, truſted, or leaned upon, and not 

gur act. We are juſtified by:wwhat tue receive, even 
8 are juſtißed by what w de. 
2% The e ee een he: bas of 


4 Kr * p. 374. 
ruſt we call belie- 


Ce. I the fich again, for this tru 
— faith of the goſpel is the baſes of 
it is of appro n; for how can I truſt in 
r ſhare? If 
we are not allowed to truſt in the Lace e 
teouſneſs when abſolutely guilty, the faith of the go- 
ſpel is not the baſis of In Palemon's view, the 
1 poſſibility of the ſalvation of 
elect, and cannot therefore be the baſis of truſt to 
a inner but the diſcovery of his obedience 28 85 


ching to a frozen Earn over 
3 | dccaſion to paſs, tells me, that he has 
„„ | by —— ang 3 

+ ſufficiently ſtrong to ſupport him; and yet, after 
all, proves timorous, aud averſe to make the trial, 
* * venturing his ae upon il; I plainly 2 


1 


- * * . m 9 
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«. will be 


thus: 
« ' perſuaſion, that all the pains he takes are good for 


* all hid Jabour ne ee 
* | 


TT But the que- 
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he has no faith in the report he heard; becauſe he 
does not truſt in it; or, which is the ſame thing, 
he cannot truſt, rely, conſide in, or venture him- 
* ſelf upon the ice. bid. | 

+ . . dn; Pra apt illuſtration of had and 
plead for. And he that ventures his eternal concerns 
on the all · ſuſſicient righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with the 
ſame confidence that he that believes the ice will bear 
him ventures his body upon that, will not be averſe 
to run the riſk of his intereſt and reputation alſo for 
the ſake of it. We can therefore have no ene | 
to 'Palemen,' when he ſays; 

46 It, one tells me, ae he be the goſpel, 442) 
& yet proves averſe to riſk his intereſt or reputation 
in the world for the fake of it; I 


immediately * 
& ceive, that whatever he ſpeaks with his mouth, he 


« docs not id fun heart. baheve the goſpel becauſe he 
puts no truſt in it,” p. 375. 


4 Perhaps it will now be inquired, ia no ralectabe 


obſerved, no means to be uſed, no works to be ex- 


<« erted by the human mind or body, in order to ju- 


« ſtification? The anſwer is ready : Les, very many. 


And they may be thus ſhortly ſummed up; Be per- 
t fect, keep the commandments, and thou ſhalt hve. 


« The obligation of the law is el, and cannot be 
« looſed — But, another ſtate of the queſtion 
ed, and that faith ſhould” be more 
reſpected therein: Well then, let it ſtand 
t not a man to be at pains to attain the 


nothing. e tn enhance. ble earls 0, Here, me- 
© thinks, we are landed at downright abfurdity. For 
* who will labour in hopes of bein Ze be that 
to bis hurt? 


398. ag 
his we may n Wich ce 


between aur author and Age, really Rand. 


wn - 


thus: Ate nd rules . ho means to be 
ad,” no acts to be exerted by the human mind or 
boy ,2X6 urrive at che bertuinty of our own particular 
— ' Palzmon ſays, Les, à ge. TT 
as will — — ed. 
afro ſays, Only fully to'tective or accept the 
Hleflings as freely given: and all the direction gi ven 
by Aſpnhav, reſpe ds This queſtion, and not the folk 
ny "of the er 
md me. - am 10 At: 907 HOT 02 
at e The du of the pſig (Nom. x. 9, 2. 24.) 
is plainly to ſhew, that cath comes not by any hu- 
bs man endenvburs, er the uſb of any means, even 
«winder the greateſt advantages that Pie can mw 
but of thiit ſine: over e ich 
* the prand thin Aeon gor 
Mere is then, All 2 
neſs, a ſomet hing more tham the finiſnod work of Chriſt, 
2 ſomething: eile Tur, Which he tells us comes © of 
«that cas ſovereign »pleafare which 1 
< the grand thing believed.“ Palemon will reply; tre 
mans no more than believing that which is provided 
in fuffcieut; nor de we mean any more Hy ppropri - 
tio, khan 2 chat which is fufſfieient, as belie- 
ving it ko be freely g vin, 04-4015 of Purpoſe. : © 
an ! would here eee 
Wigs" Foo ther ahus oprra- 
'x ien Haid eo be WAGntialto "6605 tach, H 

„ While various terms _ — — 
*< by popular preachers on thi fubjeR, great negle 
FEC 
ieh Pu“ Wakes Dutwänt ehe afſurance uf faith, 
% and the affuranee of hope“ p 


p. 393. It odr 
pon a review af che ſeriptures to ſte What foun- 


n for this remark, 1 gathered · che fol- 
. en US 15) 2G of nol ol 85 N 5W id. 

b regard 46/Falth; Bei Ga 
bord pee with God, Hhrow 4 — 
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i. 6.7. and for little faith in pro 


ellential to faith? - Win 4 


THERON aw ASPASIO. 387 


Rom. V. i. 1! jay vnd proce in believing, Rom. xv. 13. 

and not by What Palmen ſtyles href N ud 65 

tered 'a diſcovery of bur faith, love, and 

denied er 8 it 2451 
he ot 

chers, the e , &r, But we g. rler throu the 

67a o of our Lar Talus Cbriſt, W . Hall be * /aved, Ads 


Faith is Zeteribes Heb. 4k 26. to be ſo far the 
allurance of * eternal Life f as to be, on that | 
Vi 8 the 'viftory that #otretines the Lcby ll. 

+ © that ditd ih ah, rot vaving recrivei the pro- 
mien, N. ut Vubing fon thim afar off, and were per ſuaded 
of and embraced them, and (therefore) c 22 they were 
flrangers and pilgrims un the earth, Heb, Ti. 23. 

they not ap ropriate thefe promites ? ? or, did they on- 

y ener ems — ation the elect, 'and'them- 
9 — uncertain whether they were of the number, till 
they could diſcover it by the e their” faith, 
love, and Telf-denied obedience? © 

The affurance of "faith proceed upoh 58 -botineſs 
to enter into be bolteſft by the Vldpd"of Jeſus ;=by a 
conſecrated for 1, A having a high pri er t 
bat ſe of God, Heb. x. 19. 22. Nn can all this be in 
a fixed uricertainty, or without "appropriation F "Can 
draw near, is having à Way cbnſerfatell, dr as ba- 
ving a high prieſt over the houfe of God; and, at the 
ſine tim, don't khow whether Fhave dr 8 1 

If we are condemned for aſkin ing dbtibtitgly 

ence, Mp fame wag 
does not che d oppolite . IRE 7 A Ettainty bf 
divide favour and regard by ſo ereigh 8 55 indr- 
pendent of a diſcovery of dur 3 — dbettience? 

Rom. xiv. 23. Whatſaever, is nt of Faith Ci. e. Mat- 


ſoever . ic fot © confidence of acceptance with 


God) 7 is fin, Does hot this Endes make confidence 
Nan ende 4g $ bis\, Rom 


„ 
„ 


_of righteouſneſs by FarTy, Can this be 
0 CY or in 2 conditional certainty depending on 


dun the dead live by believing on him, acconding i 
John xi. 2 5. if they are to wait till they feel life 


are ſaid to be all the children of God by faith in Feſw 


Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth on 


Him that guſtifieth the ungodly, &c. Is not this incon- 
ſiſtent with waiting to be godly, before I dare put my 


truſt in him ? 3 
We cannot call an him in whom we have not believed, 


Rom. x. 14. that is, we cannot call in faith, nothing 
. doubting, as above, Jam. i. 6. 


It is the divine commandment to believe in his nany, 


1 John il. 23. and it is the ſtrength of faith agar} 


ape, of what we ſec or feel, to believe in bope of what 


God has freely given and promiſed, 


. Eph, iii. 12. In whom we have boldneſs and acct; 


- with confidence by the rar of him. Can this be wherc 
there is no appropriation ? 7 | 


Gal. v. 5. We, through the Spirit, watt for the hope 
in uncer- 


our performance? | 


In regard to hope, we are told, that not our per- 


2. 
formances, but God's promiſe and oath are the ſtrep 
d 


conſolation of them who have fled for refuge to lay 


n of the nor ſet before them ; which hope wwe have as an 
. anchor of 'the ſoul, both $UrE and s$TEDFAST, and which 
_ entereth into that wit bin the vail, Heb. vi. 18, 19. 


We are told to hold faſt the beginning of our conf- 


e and revorcins of the bode: fr hv 
. the end. Heb. wn. 6, "BG ap, I 


As we have not ſeen and yet have believed, ſo we arc 


aid to pe for that we ſee not, and patiently wait fo 
it, Rom. vii. 25. We are ſaved through faith, Eph. 


1. 8. We are ſaved by hope, Rom. vii. 23. We ar: 


aid to purify ourſelves by this 1 John ii. 3. 
ape our. hearts purified by faith, Acts xv. 9. 7. 
i our. ſouls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unt 


the unfergned love of the brethren, i Pet. i. 22. We 


Chriſt, 


ty » v9, % *% 5 O00 hn mw 


Art 


n 
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Chri Gal. iii. 29. to be begotten again to @ live | 
not bs gh a diſcov of our 5 — n 

1 of Chriſt from the — * r Pet. i. 3. And 
God of hope fills us with all joy ads | in belie- 
2 Rom. xv. 13. And bem by faith, we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory being jul ions v. 2. 
When we are exhorted, 1 Pet. m. 15. to be ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man that aſteth us a 
reaſon of the hope that rs in ns, 1 a end our faith, or 
that truth we believe, is that reaſon, and not our own 
righteouſneſs or qualifications. Upon this review of 


theſe ſcriptures, it appears to me, that Palemor's re- 


finement upon the ſcrip wo bp mote to the excluding 
appropriation or certainty vation from faith, _ 
aſcribing it wholly to a —— of our inherent 


lfications, under the name of * of 
not ſo ſcripturally founded as he has imagined. | 
« The affurance of hope, is enjoyed only by thoſe 


« who give all diligence to obtain it.“ p. 393. 
That they are exhorted to thew the ſame diligence to 
the full a hope unto the end, is true. We are 


* he ba 
10 to hold al the beginning ef our confidence Redfaſt | 
unto the end 
« The firſt of theſe (the affurance of faith) was call- 
« ed for in a man's firſt profeſſion of the faith, upon 
« his firſt hearing the goſpel, in order to his being ac- 
« knowledged for a Chriſtian.“ bid. 
Hope is alſo called the hope of our — * by the g ee 
Eph. 1. 18. not the hope of our obedience; 
ariſing from our qualifications. ' And upon a fo s 
er * the goſpel, when he was firſt ten a- 
n by the word of truth, he is ſaid to be bepotten 
75 unto a lively hope by the reſurredtion of Chriſt from 
e dead, 1 Pet. i. 3. GR is ſaid to dwell in our hearts , 
by FAITH, Eph. iii. 17. and Col. i. 27. as our HorE 
glory. And if he is not thus in us, we are ſaid to be 
not young profeſſors, or young roger ns (' * re. 
prob A. : 
& The 


% A DBFENCEap :/- 


. <: The aflurance of faith is likewiſe. necelſary ta the 
drawing near to God in his worſhip.” 
We are likewiſe fad to draw naar God bn the the. bet: 
ter dupe, Heb. vii. 19. which hope wa have, as d, Uher 
ot the ſaul both uE and STEREAST. 
The afluratce of hope a0 is an enjoyment 
« propoſed to them who, believed. hid. 

A ftedfaſt continuance, full affurance, aud increaſe 
in the faith, is. propoſed to thera, alſo. 
he aſſurance of hope, then, holds pace, firſt and 
* laſt, with the work and labour of love.” ba. 

The apoſtolic hope held pace, firſt and laſt, with the 
apoſtolic faith; and love or charity followed both. 
The apoſtles do not teach the order to be faith, love, 
and hope, becauſe: I love; bot faith, in the revealed 
righteouſneſs, is the ſpring of - hope ; and love flowing 
from both. Now abideth tb faith, hope, and charity ; 
theſe thres as the root, and not the fruit of our obedi 
ence. 
« There was no Chriſtian, however eminent, i in the 
2 days — rh —. but needed _ CO to 
e ence for main er 

My aſſurance of hope.” 5 tithe 

Nor was any Chriſtian fo far advanced, but he mig 
be axhorted to be /frong in the grace which is in on 
Feſus, and continue in the faith — and ſettled. 
as In ten called on men to examine themſelves.” 

They P AFM remiſſion of fin immediately in Chriſt's 
name, as the truth whereby we paſs from death to life. 
They did nat teach people to find, remiſſion of ſin by 
the way of their inherent diſpoſitions, or works; — 
when the apoſtle Paul was called upon for a proof of 
_ Chriſt — in him, he bid the Corinthians examine 

themſelves for hat proof; for if they had not received 
Chniſt; they were reprobates ; and [if they had, they 
were his epi/He of commendation, agreeable to what he 

* wo, chap. i. ili. 5. ; ROE 
6 0 
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This joint affurance they ſometimes. © 


PEN; 
THERON AD ASPASIO. 35 


No man, then, can be charged with the ſin of 
« ditbelieving the elfen for doubting, if he SS 
6& good ( ian.” 

But he may, . whether Chuib üs ners 
to him in the divine declarations to ſinners; or, ho- 
ther he may truſt to thoſe declarations; or, for doubt- 
ting whether he may venture his eternal concerns up- 

on Jeſus Chriſt alone, without, and before any diß- 
ere. | 
+ Yea, we find the apoſtles ready to quaſh the con- 
«+ fidence of thoſe who were ready to conclude their 
« ſtats was changed, by fuch awful ſentences as this: 
HH that faith I know him, and keepeth not his command-' 
« ments, i a liar, and the truth is not in him.” p. 3295. 

They who profeſſed the faith and hope of Chriſti- 
ans, and were evidently not jnfluenced by the Chri- 
ſtian love, to obſerve the commandments of him in 
whom they proſeffed to believe, were undoubtedly the 
ſubjects of this cenfurez which may well be admitted 
— IIINIEO to the . of A e pag 
"wy Cbriſt aon. 

hea polties froqueatly: deckive their aflurance of 
« faith-and-of:hopy — —— While they 
« expreſs their faith in Chriſt, they are at the ſame tima 
confident of their intereſt in him. [bid. e 

This proves, that either the apoſtles Chriſtian hope, 
ſtood in a nearer connection with their far,” and 
ſprung more immediately from their doctrine, than 
Palemon will admit of; or elſe that he is more &cu- 
rate than they in-deſcribing it. p22” TIN 


« fello witch all that follow theiy footſteps, * 
« often, in language plainly, diſtin ing — apoſtles 
< / themſelves from profeſſors of the Nich. bid. 


The 1 John v. Heis not of this ſort: This is the r. 
curd, which be that believeth, hath in himſelf ; 
belicveth it not; maleth God à liar, becauſe be believeth 
vet the bre which: be gave f his Son. And Tn 18 

dag Y - 4 THE 
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THE RECORD that God hath given, not -e 
excluſive of others; not to us who can ſay, God, 
thank thee, I am not as other men ; but to us, guilty, 
ſinners, loſt, &'c.; to us; as nuinbered with them 
who, in not believin it, make God a liar. | God bath 
groen to-us eternal life, and this _— 80 
given him, that he that hath the Son hath life, and he 
that hath not the — bath nat life ; it being only 
to be received, poſſeſſed . 
— and enjoying ot 
« The fun — — 
as only 10 chole who are already the friends of « 
* r Paul ſays, Gal. iv. 6. Und bre 
4 ye are ſons, God bath ſent forth the S N of his Son 
« into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.“ - 397: 
That is, and becauſe ye, while enemies, recei 
ved, through the goſpel, the en children by Fe 
Fs Chr, Abe. 5. Becauſe, to the 
neſs of time, ye are ſons ; F come out 
of ber | As a proof of this, it is evident, God 
hath not given you the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, 
but he bat * forth 401 prrut of bis Son into your hearts, 
whereby. ye obtain ſuch a diſcovery of ſalvation to the 
guilty, as enables you to cry, Abba, Father. — 
The Holy Spiri it then acts a twofold part, as be 
« breathes in the goſpel. ' He reconciles enemies, and 
© bo eto friends”, nnn 1h 
Ne reconciles and comforts. enemies in the ſame in- 
Rant, and by the ame truth; ſo the diſtinction is not 
properly founded. Beſides, the conſolation we have 
by Chriſt, to the end, is of the ſame nature with the 


w 


beginning; the . Jeſus 
ben, Not but that we have alſo the addi- 


witneſſing and ſuffering for the truth. 

No White hall ore.foy of thoſe . 
« the apoſtolic conſolation, — wh rene Ar 
25 uu. inſtead of being any e 


Aapprobation of the devout and Honourable 
world, however they may profels to eſteem his wri- 
tings on account of the elegancy of the ſtyle, or ſome 
particulars forei 


that the ſimple truth believed, affords no joy ne 


® comfort.“ p. 402. 
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s ſpreads their - reputation for piety, and procures 
6 = eſteem and reverence, from the world!“ 
29 ” 

* We will ſay, their conftlifod is not iofftblic;- that 
the offence 0 che croſs has ceaſed” with them, or that 
they ate of the World. Bat it is very plain, 4% fes 
appropriation, or that trult wherein he is comforted, 
has not had this effect; however he may have been 
honoured · on other accounts. 2 

In latter times, not a few have, from the haud 
& of church · authority, ſupported by ſecular power, 
« endured the ſame ſufferings which the apoſtles met 
with from the Jets and Renate, and according! 
te enjoyed the ſame conſolation. It was very natural 
4 for ach of them as were Writers, 00 com mend the 
« faith which thus wrought by love.“ 151]. 
They ſuffered as maintaining the cettainty of falva- 
tion by Chriſt alone; and did not ground theif cer- 
tainty upon their ſufferings; although they were far 


from being diſcouraged thereby, but endured them 
with additional conſolation. 
offence, and cauſed thar ſufferings. 


Their aſſurance gave the 


« Shall we ſay, that theſe friends of Chriſt would 
% have approved of that aſſurance of an intereſt ih 


„him, which men now pretend to acquire by ſome 
„ heart-work, in a full conſiſtency with their worldly 


e caſe and reputation?“ p. 399. 
Nor does Aſpaſio plead for ſuch an affirrance / whit 


he pleads for is, founded only upon the divine decki- 


rations to guilty linners ; and 4s fat from Havi ng the 
the 


to his main intention in them. 
The moderũ aſſurance - proceeds on theprinciple 


SAFE 
This cannot be our caſe who plead for the 3 Joy ad 
Vox. IV. No 20. Ce cotmiort 


——_ A DESFFENCE py. 
comfort of the ſufficient righteoufnels, as given freely 
to the guilty in thoſe evangelical declarations. See 
remark on p. 85. in p. 354. A; 

„ Will the news of a Rlentitut importation of corn, 
in the time of famine, give joy to many ready to 
« periſh, and revive even the pooreſt with the hope 
« that they may be fed?” bid. en NE. 

Will the joy and comfort of this news be fet afide, 
by underſtanding that the corn is. freely given for us 
to live upon without money or price? Will not this 
rather enhance the joy? Does not the eſt re- 
ceive comfort from ſuch tidings, becauſe they expect 
either to be able to buy ſome, or to have ſome given 
them? See remark on p. 429. wh; 

„ Yet no man knows certainly, but his preſent day 

„ may be his laſt.” | | 
But the joy created by the news above mentioned, 

proceeds on a contrary ſuppolition, viz. That he ſhall 
five, and be ſuſtained by it. Beſides, the bread of life 
concerns a day that will never have an end, therefore 
this uncertainty is foreign to the purpoſe. 
And however diffident the convert“ (that is, the 
convert of Aſpaſios ſtamp) © be, he is ſtill ſuppoſed 
“ to be poſſeſſed of ſome degree of aſſurance, provi- 
«+ ded he blame himſelf for the want of it.” p. 403. 
He is ſuppoſed to live by Chriſt alone, as his ſuth- 
_.cient righteouſneſs, who condemns every word, work, 
or thought, to the contrary, or who fights this fight 
of faith againſt all oppoſitions and trials, inward or 
. outward. But though we may make ſuch an allow- 
ance, this is not our point. The queſtion is not fo 
much about whether I believe, let that malke itſelf 
evident. The proper queſtion to be always conſidered 
and reſted in, is this: Does God give to guilty me 
eternal life in his Son? Ig this the Prins of my hope, 

_- and the ſource of my love and obedience Do I live, 
not by my notion that I am a believer, but do I live 
. N „ They 
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e They (the devils) believe, they hate, and yet the: 
te Gece 4 that — * which Ch/it' > opts ellos, 
% love, and find falvation in. With thent are del 
« all thoſe of mankind, who know as much of the 
* truth as inclines them to hate and pervert it.“ p.405. 

Yer it cannot be ſaid of the devils, they have the 
ſame confidence. It cannot be ſaid of the devils, that 
they receive of appropriate the divine righteouſneſs as 
ery given to them, or that they ſee any foundation 

of | 
% In this view, the ſame truth is the favour of life 
I unto life unto ſome, and of death unto death unto 
others. In this view, the fame truth is the object 
„ of contempt and chagrin to ſome, and of love and 
8 Joy to otnery.”? 127M. -- we 

rue it is ſo, but not by both believing it alike for 


themſelves. . | 
LB TE: YL 


« We are now then to conſider faith as 2 principle 
&© of life and action.“ p. 406. | 

Palemon is here obliged to admit of a different con- 
fideration of faith. -If he conſidered it in juſtification 
as a principle of life and action, he would have been 
involved in the miſtakes he has been oppoſing. If on 
the other hand he denied faith to be a principle of life 
and action, he would overthrow the principle of the 
Chriſtian obedience he pleads for. Now, ſince he is 
thus obliged to take up this diſtinction for himſelf, 
why ſhould he. not allow it to Aſpafo? Why ſhould 
he not allow that appropriation, although it is an 
act, or work. exerted by the human mind, in conſe- 
quence of the belief of the goſpel, and as a principle 
of all other Chriſtian obedience ; yet we are not Ju- 
ſtilied by our appropriating perſuaſion, but by the 
righteouſneſs we appropriate, even as Palæmon fa 


ve are juſtified by what we believe, and not by faith, 


43 a principle of life and | r See obi. on f. 4. | 
£ C 2 _< Aud 
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And here we muſt carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt 
« all works by which men would pretend to acquire 
« faith, and thoſe which faith produces: for if we will 
” contend that Juſtification comes by faith without 
* works, and that there is no acceptable working but 
15 2 follows upon this, and yet maintain that faith 
2 af > wg uired by works, we undoubtedly reaſon in a 
e.—And however ſeriouſly and devoutly we 
= be occupied in this kind of reaſoning, it is 
e evident we are employed in nothing elſe but ſolemn , 
tick and. diſſimulation; unleſs it may be pled, in : 
< our behalf, that we are impoſing on ourſelves by k 
ie the ſame means by which we impoſe upon others. p 
Men are juſtified by the knowledge 8 righteouſ- Ky 
< neſs finiſhed in the days of Tiberius; and this know- 1 
£ ledge operates upon them, and leads them to work * 
6 righteouſneſs. If ye know, ſays the apoſtle John, * 
&« that he ts righteous, ye know that every one that doth * 
&« righteouſneſs is born of him. Faith is not acquired, * 
1 but is obtained, as Peter ſays, (row next) To them who 1 
& have OBTAINED BY LOT like precious faith with ut. 2 
« Of. two criminals juſtly condemned to die, if one WW .. 
c eſcapes by a favourable throw of the dice, and the WW . 
&« other dies for his crime, we ſee. mercy in the de- | 
c liverance of the former, and no injuſtice in the 
& death of the latter. Two men may be employ- 
4e ed with equal diligence in ſtudying the ſcripture, 
and with equal ſeriouſneſs in praying for divine 
4 affiſtance; the one may come to know the truth, 
„ and the other may grope in the dark all his life- 
e time. He who comes to know it, plainly per- 
c“ ceives that he bas found what he was not ſeeking 
after: He plainly ſees, that his moſt ſerious devo- 
* tion was pointed in direct oppoſition to what now 
« comforts him.” p. 406. 407. 
, Nevertheleſs the truth being declared, they may, 
like the noble Bereans, ſearch the Friptures, whether 


the c things are fo? 
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Thus the word of life is held forth in the world 
« having as a mean of divine appointment to lead 
« ſome to the faith, and render others inexcuſable.“ 

409. 

" This'is a proper reply to Palæmon's own obj TEL 

350. * That the grant of the goſpel is a gift of be- 
* nefits to multitudes who are never benefired there- 
& by.“ It ſerves as a means of divine appointment to 
lead ſome to faith, and leave others inexcuſable. 

« The change made upon a man by the belief ot 
the goſpel, may be thus illuſtrated: When Lazarus 
«© was revived to the enjoyment of this mortal life, 
neither his will, nor 155 power were concerned in 
the obtaining of life. Yet his life could no other- 
< wiſe be continued and enjoyed, but in his voluntary 
« exerciſe of it. As ſoon as he revived, the principle 
« of ſelf-preſervation, with all its hopes and fears, 
« behoved immediately to be ſet in motion. No ſoon- 
er was he poſſeſſed of life, than the active love of it 
behoved to take place. Accordingly no ſooner does 
* a man begin to know the grace of Godin truth, than 
love to it takes place in his heart. Love is the ac- 
« tivity of that life which a man obtains by faith, for 
« faith worketh by love.“ Ibid. 

But what is all this to the doctrine of working in 
painful deſire and fear, till we come to the enjoyment 
of life, or the knowledge that we have life? Lazarus 
had no principle of ſeif- preſervation before he was 
conſcious he, had a ſelf to preſerve, nor had he any 
love of. life before he enjoyed it. In like manner we 
can have no love to that grace of God we know not, 
nor deſire to preſerve that life we never enjoyed. 

If a man Pr low} condition, is by a royal patent 
* ennobled, and entitled to a place in the politelt aſ- 
© ſernblies, he cannot enjoy the pleaſures of his pro- 
motion, but in as far as he loves and ſtudies to learn 
the manners Tultable to his rank and company: 
* q 110 al 3240 > 
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And his motive to this improvement of theſe man- 


ners is, that he is promoted to a ſtation he deſires to 
enjoy more perfectly. So we being called to the 
adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt, toil no more in 
the way of ul deſire and fear, to attain to a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the privilege, but as partakers of it, arg 
influenced thereby. 

„The apoſtle John, ſpeaking of qbedience to the 
% new commandment of love, ſays, Beloved, if bp 
« hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence towar 
« God; that is, it, notwithſtanding our natural bias 

« againſt the oſpel, with its remaining effects, giving 
* us daily diſquiet, our heart condemh us not as de- 
<« ſtitute 157 love to that truth which the world hates, 
„then we have confidence towards God; even ws 
* much confidence as the 1 of our own con- 

«. ſcience can give us.” 

This is plainly not the 88 which the truth 
itſelf affords 2 _ ſinner, but canfidence “ that 
« we are not deſtitute of love to that truth the world 
4 hates.” The former is our life, the latter is only 

an additional corroborating comfort. 
e Vet this is but one witneſs, and needs to be ſup- 

ce ported. For in this caſe one may be liable to doubts, 
« _ even bis own conſcience ſhould be partial in his 
« favour,” 

If we have confidence in Chriſt by the truth itſelf 
as we are guilty ſinners; if Iam Conſcious that the 
truth, or, che 15 the ſame thing, my faith, and 
confidence in it, works by love; it out hearts con- 
deman us not in this matter, then have we confidence 
towards God. Firſt, becauſe we are conſcious we 
proceed on divine authority. Secondly, we prove the 
bleſſed effect of the truth. Theſe, then are two wit 
neſſes inſepara R united. The firlt a divine truth, 
the teſtimony the divine Spirit, than which there 
cannot be a greater ground of certainty ; the la 
ter is the co ciouſnels of the * of that truth. * 
| « 
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in- « Here then the Spirit of truth, who never fails to 
to « bear witneſs to the genuine effects thereof, gives 
he « his teſtimony as a ſecond witneſs ſupporting the 
in « former. Thus Paul, after he had ſaid, As many as © 
n- « are led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of Gad i 
arg © adds, The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit,. 
« that we are the children of Gn Do AF ts 22 
the The apoſtle Paul, after he had faid, As many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God ; adds, 
of For ye have not received the ſperit of bondage again to 
bias fear ; but ye have received ſi. e. by the goſpel· truth) the Spi- 
ing rit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ; and then 
de follow the, words, The Spirit i ſelf (which ye received 
tes, in the hearing of the goſpel, emboldening us guilty” 
_ finners to cry, Abba, Father, through the divine righ- 
on- teouſneſs freely given to us; this Spirit received in 
the goſpel) beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are 
-uth the children of God, and not of them who deceivg. 
that MW themſelves with vain thoughts. = 
orld It is already granted, p. 397. that “ the Spirit of 
only WM truth never ſpeaks one word or ſentence to any 
« perſon beyond what is written in the ſcripture. 
ſup- And what is written in the ſcripture is either the de- 
abts, WM <arations of free ſalvation to ſinners 1n Jeſus Chriſt, 
n his or divine aſſurances of no diſappointment to them that 
believe 'on Chriſt, or an account of the genuine ef- 
itſel fects of faith, In the firſt we are taught to apply 
- the MY what is ſaid to ourſelves as ſinners: In the ſecond we 
and are encouraged to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
con- | in aſſurance of ſalvation by him without diſappoint- 
lence ment: In the laſt we are informed of the genuine ef- 
s wel fects of this truth, or faith, correſponding to what 
e the we find and feel to be true, when we believe accord - 
\ wit ing to that which is written, | : 
ruth, « And this he (i. e. the Spirit) does by ſhedding + 
ther © abroad in the heart ſuch an abundant ſenſe of the 
divine love, as leaves no room for, ſo caſts out, 
7 ig 8G #: £ tho 
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| pl the anxious fear of Fomjag ſhort of life everlaſting,” 
id. 

The love ſhed abroad in the heart, is that manifeſt 
ed in. Chriſt dying for the ungodly when enemies and 
without ſtrength. Not love manifeſted to the quali- 
fied. --For if when we toere enemies we were reconciled 
to Ged by the death of his Son (given freely unto us), 
much more being reconciled, as is apparent to us in what 
we believe, and in its genuine effects, we have a hope 
(at maketh not aſhamed) that we ſhell be ſaved by 

s life ; that he who gave us righteouſneſs while. 
enemies, will fave us for eyer who are thus reconciled 
to him. 

« Thus that love to the truth, which ener 
« .wrought in a way of painful defire, attended with 
t many fears, is perfected by being crowned with 
the higheſt enjoyment it is capable of in this mortal 
<« ſtate.” Ibid. 

"I do not read in the ſeripture of any loye to the 
truth of the goſpel ſo deſcribed, Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, and he crowned us with enjoy- 
ment, but that. he loved us, and fent his Son, his only 
begotten Son, into the world, that we might live N 
him ; ſent his Son te be à propitiation fer our fins. If, 
we who are of this truth love one ancther, His love is al- 
ready perfected in us. And we have known and believed 
the 4 that God hath to us. Herein is our love made per- 
ect. He. that feareth, and is not emboldened by the 
truth to venture his everlaſting concerns upon Jeſus 
Chriſt alone, i not made perſect in ler 2 s _ oy 

cauſe be firſt loved us, purifying our ſouls by obeying the 
we Fen 15 Spirit; ak 7 e 22 Ar love of 4 8 
brethren, * its proper and genuine effect. 
jeſus Chriſt who loved his Father with a perfect 
& heart, even while ſorrowfol unto death, received 
* the higheſt proof of his being the beloved Sen of - 
« God, when being exalted at the Father's right hand, 


"4 and b made moſt bletied with a ſenſe of his 


Py 


“ love, 


- 
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2 love, he experienced fulneſs of joy in his preſence. 
Fo Sd bt SY J 4 
bs But he knew he was the Son of God before he 
d had this higheſt proof; he, though ſorrowful unto, 
li- death, had none of the anxious fear of coming ſhort 
74 of his glory, but was animated by that glory. For 
4 the joy that was ſet before him, he endured the croſs, de- 
at ſpiſing the ſhame. He received the word in its accom- 
e pliſhment, as the higheſt confirmation of the veracity 
by of what his Father had ſpoken. But ſurely he ſhew- 
le. ed himſelf entirely ſatisfied with the bare teſtimony, 
d when he anſwered the tempter, Man ſhall not live by 


| bread aloe,” but by every word that proceedeth out of. the. . 
y mouth of God. | a * * — 3 


h The report of this draws them who believe it ta 

h love him, and ſuffer for his fake. To ſuch Jelus * 

it « Chriſt promiſed fellowſhip with him in the fulnels - 
| « of joy.” bid, PISS 

& That fulneſs of ſey muſt be in the life to come, ac 

t cording to P/al. xvi. 11. For in this life we walk by 

7 faith and not by ſight, and hope which is ſeen. is not, 

hope. And it is alſo acknowledged, that Jefus him- 

A ſelf c did not enter into this Joy Ki he ceaſed from this 

; world. un . 

- John xv. 10. 11. If ye keep my commandments, ye 

4 a 1 abide in my love, even as [ have kept my Father's. 

— « commandments, and abide in his love. Theſe things. 

e e Have 1 . een unto you, that my joy might remain in 

8 jou, and that your joy might be full.” Ibid. _ 

7 75 The commandments here ſpoken of are to believe, and 

e love for the truth's ſake, The love and joy is that which 

* is manifeſted by the word in this life; and which nei- 


ther /ife, nor death, nor angels, principalities, nor powers 

nor any kind of ſuffering, nor affliction, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from. Nevertheleſs we yet but bope for 
the fulneſs of joy that Jeſus is now arrived at, with 
hope that maketh not aſhamed, but animates us to be. 
followers of Jeſus, enduring the croſs, deſpiſing the Thame. 
9 Fo © , 
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© Fer. XXXIi. 40. 1 will fear in their hearts, 
« 9 they ſhall not 1 This fear dwell- 
ing in their hearts, ch and recalls them when 
« ready to be utterly led away by. their former evil 
< inclinations. They are preſerved from falling away, 
« by the fear of falling away.” p. 419. 420. 
his is no more than a fear of caution, conſiſtent 
with the utmoſt confidence of the ſufficiency of Chriſt, 
and the veracity and faithfulneſs of God. Conſiſtent 
with a firm perſuaſion, that nothing ſhall be able to fe- 
- parate us from the love of God which is in Chriſt Feſus 
our Lord. The laviſh fear which ariſeth from uncer- 
tainty, and is ſeeking after a differencing ſomething 
to remove our torment, is ſo far from preſerving us 
from falling, that it is rather a proof we are not ſatis- 
fied with the ſafficient righteouſneſs, with the ſuffi-. 
cient ground of faith and hope, and have at preſent 
no part or lot in the matter. Rs 
< It is evident, that to haye the Holy Spirit as the 
* comforter and earneſt of the batrenls inheritance, 
is an attainment far beyond any influences of the 
* Spirit that are common to thoſe who believe for a 
« time, and thoſe who believe to the ſaving of the 
* ſoul. Lea, beyond the regenerating work of the 
* Spirit, by which men are at firſt brought to the 
« knowledge of the truth, and taught to love it.” 
20, 3 
7. 4% find by experience (in the effects of the 2 on 
* our minds) the truth of what they formerly believed an 
* teſtimony,” (which is what Pa/emon declares himſelf 
to mean, p. 4.555 is certainly an attainment of another 
kind than joy and comfort of the truth itſelf. 
But that a. conſcious certainty, that . I depend on the 
« promiſe of Chriſt, and run all hazards for his ſake,” 


is what the ſcripture means by the comforter and earneſt 


of the heavenly inheritance, does not fo evidently ap- 


When the ſaving truth firk ſhines into the hearts 
of men, the effect is ſuitable to the divine promiſe, 
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; hegauſe 1+ This is nat taking of things of Chriſt, 
ut taking of aur things, and ſhewing them to us. 
2. It is not the Spirit's bearing witnels itſelf with our 
ane but bearing witneſs by the medium of our 
0 


« u. And “ that it is vain and abſurd to call men 


& to be aſſured of their being children of God, when they 


« are not enjoying it. Hat it cannot further that 
« any man has tnown the grace of God in truth, than be 
« gives all diligence ta the end, in order to obtain it.” 
p. 420. Now the grand arcanum in Palemox's: doc- 
trine is, how a man can live entirely by the ane #hing 
needſul and yet be ſo diligently employed in labour- 
ing for ſo important a /me hing more® 
«It is alſo plain, that the promiſe, of the Spirit aa 
« the Comfarter is common to all thoſe who follow 
the faith and practice of the apoſtles. bid. 
Ilm is plain, they were comforted by the Spirit of 
God, in the joy af the truth concerning Jelus the 
Saviour of figners, and had alſa the additional com- 


fort of thoſe confirming decharatious concerning the 


children of God and their bleſſings, which are record- 
for 
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for any other attainment, under the name of the 2 
Tit, as the Comforter, does not appear. 
Their (the Jet) appropriation was the 
8 | ring of all their pride, © Fn their diſaffection 00 
e oi goſpel, and all their ruin.“ p. 424. * 
be ews appropriation was upon the nd of 
the difference between themſelves and others; which 
we readily agree has this effect, that © the more men. 
«excelled. in this way, they proved the more hardened 
« enemes to the true God, and the eternal happineſs of 


< *mankind.” p. 422. But what is this for an objec- 


tion to that appropriation which proceeds entirely on 
the tree grant of heaven to the guilty, excluding all 
ſuch difference? Apaſſo is ſtill left to affirm of his 


appropriation, that * nothing will be ſo powerful to © 
<< produce holy love, and willing obedience, to exalt our 


« defires, and enable us ts overcome the ward. 
Who ſtands nigheſt to the Jewiſß a propriation, 
Afpaſm or Palemon ? * Aſpaſu, who in dial. 16: vol. iii. 
compares * thoſe who. "adviſe us to prove our title to 
< comfort by genuine marks of converſion, and teach us on 
this column to fix the capital of aſſurance, unto thoſe 
<< who would fix the dome of a cathedral upon the flalt 
< of a tulip,” or Palemon, who judges this © talking 
« Wy pea ” 3 425. Neither do 1 ee bow this 7 
gp! rofanely, until it is firſt proved, that the 
As whereby we ſuppoſe ourſelves entitled to com- 
2 others, are the Deity in which we are 
to put our tru ſpaſio righ that this 1s 
placing a moſt us 52 ron that moſt ſlight 
and uncertain 1 N what we feel, or do, in- 
ſtead of the Rock Chriſt, given to ry ſinners. 
Does not the Holy Ghoſt prove'a comforter, by ma- 
nifeſting to us, guilty ſinners, the things that are fret- 
given of God ; taking” of the things of Gbriſt, ant 
Jhewing them to ur? "And muſt not every genuine 
mark of converſion have its foundation here? 


Hie that heareth'my word, and believeth- on bim that 


4 * ſent 
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* ſont-me, hath everlaſting life, and hall not come into 
« condemnation, but is paſſed from death to life, John x. 
« 24. Here doe * how. men paſs from death to life.” 
1 
p "The word that Jeſus hath f poken, and the decks: 
ration the Father hath made, is al firſt and ſureſt 
und of undeceivable certainty. The dependence 

0 reon proceeds entirely on the truth. and faithfulneſs 
of God ; ; and that dependence is the aſſurance we have 
pleaded for; and they who thus depend, our Lord 
declares have everlaſting 1, Je, are already paſſed from 
death to life. . 
Here we ſee how men paſs from death to life, 

4 7ohn declares how they come to know this; while, 

« plainly pointing at the words of Jeſus, he fays, We 
« know that we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
ce love the brethren.” Ibid. 

There is no foundation for the diſtinction here made 

Palemon, viz. That our Lord only declares how men 

paſs" from death to life, and John only declares how they 
come to know this, It is plain, that our Lord's decla- 
ration runs in the ſame ſtrain with that of his diſciple ; 
our Lord ſays, He that. heareth my word it paſſed 


from death unto 17 Jobn ſays, He that loveth the 


brethren, it paſſed from death 2 life ; where is the 
difference? Both are declarations of wha are paſled 
from death to life, therefore both alike in that reſpect, 
Our Lord intimates, the life-giving word. the matter 
believed by all who are paſſed from death to life; his 
diſciple intimates, the proper and genuine efe of 
that word on all who believe. Me 4now (fays Jobn, 
we have an additional proof, that the word of Jeſus 
is true) that we are paſſed from death unto life, because 
we. love the brethren. It is plain, that they abide ftill in 
death who abide in the hating murdering fpirit of the 
world; and more eſpecially, who cannot love them 
who are of the truth for the truth's ſake. On the 
oe hand, the en e tendency of the 

truth, 
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truth, appears to us who are of it, ſinee it eauſeth us 


thus to love one another for the truth's ſule, and proves 
what Jeſus ſaid, that he that heareth bis word, and be- 
 dieveth on him that ſont him, is paſſed from death le life.” 
eſus ſaith, He is paſſed from death to life that hear- 

eth my word, and believeth on him that ſent Me. John 
faith, We know he has paſſed from death to life 20h0 lover 
thy brethren. Fe only difference is, 5 fn 

e privilege by that whereby we enjoy it; John gives 
proof in the hots of the brethren, 1 4 dee nib ative 
effect, that Jelus's words are true. MI 
By this proof, men come to know, that the joy 
& they had upon their firſt believing, was not the joy 
« of the hypocrite” bid. | 
Tube joy true believers have on their firſt believing, 
is the joy of the truth. If that we rejoice in is found 
to be true, our joy is proved genuine. | 

And ſo their joy is made full.“ 75:4. 


Our joy is not made full by a diſcovery of itſelf, but 


by farther confirmations of that truth which begat 
and ſupports it. The believer gives an account of his 
Faith and joy when he gives an account of what he be- 
leves and rejoices in. And it is made full by a far- 
ther ſupply or confirmation, of the truth and faithful- 
neſs of on which he depends. = 

* By this they come to know it was the genuine 
* truth of God, and not any human counterfeit and 


corruption of it, which they at firſt believed.” 


Bid. | 
The genuine truth of God makes itſelf manifeſt to 
be ſuch at our firſt believing, 1 Thef: ii. 13.— 1 Jobn 
1. 19. and thereby begets faith, joy, and every other 
effect. He that waits for ſuch effect, to know whether 
he has the genuine truth or no, may finiſh his inquiry, 
by reminding himſelf that he is in this inquiry very 
evidently but upon the ſearch, and therefore has not 
found truth as yet. He may alſo be convinced his 
| fearch is wrong and . 
| 0 
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« certainty about the truth, in 


« ducing its 


believers, may be very 
'other hand, that the a 


* love of 
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ſhould make an inquiry after what was proper food, 
ſhould, inſtead thereof, be waiting to know by cer- 
tain effects, whether he had eat any or no. The noble 
Bereans inquired after truth, by ſearching the ſcripture 
to ſee whether theſe things were fo; therefore (it is add- 
eee, many of them believed. The truth was made mani- 

unto them as the truth of God. And when this 
was the caſe, they did not wait for the joy of it with 
its effects, to know whether it was ſo or no. 
„ Thus they receive an 3 knowledge and 


the way of experience, 
ly in them, N 


8 eiving that it works 
r 
If the experience of the of the 
fd, produces only an additional knowledge and on 
from ence, as the firſt knowledge and 
came by divine evidence of the truth itſelf 
we plead for, then we are a A 


es ſpeak eb is 


5 
this is 
« As often as the apoſtles 


« Chriſt, and life eternal, or uſe ary angrage — 4 


effect, we ſhall find that they either fpeak of 
« ſelves 1 5 or in conjunction with Bae cat) 0 
ho are of the ſame unftigned faith 


4 love . them.“ bid. 


That the apoſtles wrote their epiſtles to red 
admitted. are the 
poſtles did not live by Chriſt 
alone, under the notion and view of thetnſelves 4s 
guilty ſinners, but only through a medium or diſ- 
covery of their own faith, love, &c. will be very dit- 
ficult to be proved, however confidently afferted. 
« Here 977 who love the brethren, perceive the 
4, becauſe he laid down his Kh for ur. We 
« who are conſcious of the elfetts, and enjoy the fruits 
„of the atonement, know that God firſt loved us, 


and had a 1 reaped. to us in providing the 
« atonement. 


The feds and fries of the atonement, are finnets 
Sh peace 
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deace with God ; their acceſs to the holieſt all. there. | 
by; if it is allowed that we enjoy and are conſcious 
of thele, we are again agreed. But if Palemon means 
only being conſcious of © working in the way of 
< painful. delire and fear, tall we are crowned with 
< enjoyment,” there cannot be a plainer deviation 
from the, intent of the apoſtle. The apoſtle ſays, Here- ; 
by perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down ! 
his life for us. Palemon ſays, Hereby perceive we the . 
love of God, becauſe we are conſcious 4 the effects, and E 
enjoy the fruits of the atonement. The apoſtles lead b 
us to think he laid down his life for us who were juſt- n 
ly doomed to eternal death. Palæ mon leads us to think e 
he laid down his life for us, who can ſay, God, I thank * 
thee, Lam not as other men; © who can find ſome rea- I 
*<. ſon...about themſelves, why all the great things ſpoken 
and done by: Feſus, ſbauld bear its peculiar direction 16. 


= 


* wards, el...» oo ont | 4 
Beſides, how does it appear we love the brethren, 
.when. thoſe we call ſo, are ſeeking the reaſon of their 
hope, certainty, and affurance of eternal life, wholly 
in their on love and obedience ? conſequently are 
not in this reſpect the deſpiſed few, but of the ſame 
mind and judgment with every natural man. 4 
He who. perceiving the divine love to ſinners of 
all. ſorts without Alinchon, manifeſted in the 
< atonement, is thereby led to love the atonement, 
and the divine character appearing there; and fo to 
enjoy the promiſed comfort reſulting thence to the 
. bedient.“ p. 428... | 

If the promiſed. comfort is ſuſpended for want of 
obedience, or depends on obedience as its condition, 
the divine love is far from being manifeited to ſinners 
of all ſorts without * * | 8 
And thus by happily experiencing the tru 
the goſpel.” bid. | e . ** E 
Ile does not experience the truth of the goſpel, but 
er d erer of that dodtrine that tell hm, if he 


„ loſe his reward.“ 
Vol. IV. NS 20. 
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willing and obedient, he ſhall, eat the good of the 
land. the truth of the goſpel, relieving the 
guilty without condition, animates thereby to all the 
obedience it calls for. 


So he labours neither firſt nor laſt to acquire any 


6 requiſite to juſtiſication; but all his Iabour roceeds 
« on the uation that. the atonement itſelf is the 
« ſole and ſuſſicient requiſite to juſtiſication. bid. 

All his labour proceeds on the perſuaſion, that how: 
ever ſufficient the atonement may be for the elect, yet 
he is not allowed to account it of any uſe to him a fin- 
ner, or to truſt or depend upon it, but to be at ag 
entire uncertainty | 
works of .obedience to ſuch a degree, as to concaye | 
himſelf to be an elect perſnn. 

« So he knows, that all his holineſs, as well 25 all 

* his happineſs, comes entirely of that grace WH 
provided the atonement.” p. 439. 

"Par from it; all his holineſs, as Well as all his hap: 

s, according to Palæmon's repreſentation, comes 

IX of the painful deſire and fear, leſt he thou! 
have no part us that — which 3 the atone- 
ment. 

e The 8 279 being en 0 by ſome. cre- 
« dible intelligence Providence has favoured him with, 
from an unexpected quarter, ſets out at all hazards 
on ſome new branch of traflic, will be greatly ani- 
mated to proceed, when he finds his labours oe 
« ed with ſucceſs. Ibid. | 

But our obtaining ſalvation. is not like a trading 


merchant ſetting: out at all hazards on a ncw branch 
of traffic; this is ſalvation by works indeed! Mat. 
ii. 45; deſcribes the merchant as findin 


g one pearl 
of great price, which ats an end to all future mer- 
chandizin 

« He who fo khown: the bare report thereof, as to 
« loye it, and to rup all riſks 2 80 fhallin np wile 


bid. IE = 
D d BR True, 


about it, until he diſcovers his 
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True, but Palemor's Chriſtian rather runs all riſks 
in order to know his part in the atonement, than on 
eee eg 


| ade palfuges paſfages in the dialogues which appear to me 
* to deſerve the greateſt cenſure, are thoſe two, which 
« in a very confident manner deny ; LG one, the com. 


fort attending the ſimpl oo ot of Sag the 7 2 
« the other, the additional comfort 
66 * to it.“ = * whe 
Thele | ve been con it a 
that neither 27 denied, * confirmed by ad aps doc- 
trine. We proceed on the report in a tion, 
fo it is the very baſis of our comfort. e are con- 
firmed by the effect of the enjoyment, 2 our enjoy · 
ment, or the foundation of it, is not a 
e al this is don, in der e Tan 
com a good opinion of our ſtate, 
„ faith nor jence.“ bid. 
Not ſo, but to reſt our ſouls on Chriſt alone, and 


1 obedience, nor good opinion of 


« For, accpniing to he pogutar dodrine, men livin 
<« for a courſe of hacks — e conſe 
<« quently neither enjoying the 
< comfort of it, i: owed 0 de be, en: 
< the while as regenerate, provided they have once in 

their lifetime exerted a certain act. | 

| It may be {o according to the pepuler dodirjne ; fri 

r n Palempn ex- 

, we upon no but the perfra 
Obedienee of Chrift. 8 

I ſhall now take ſome notice of a treatiſs highh 

« e e a of fone x yo doctrine: 1 

„ mean, The goſpel-my/tery of ſanttification.” . 
This bock. . 15 tie from: bein highly eſteemed 

by the votaries of the PIs d e in England, 


it was hardly known till | Apoſe recommended i, 


S. Sg gere ors ep 
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* 
1 and fince that diſapproved. of by many devout peo- 
on | Becauſe, 1. It proves that he moſt crack ge 
, and endeavours after obedience to the law, ma 
"TN be in the. natural Rate of man. 2, That the new life, 
ich 
M- 
znd 
ell. 
r 

— ö but the firſt 
_ of progic ion is to truſt on Chriſt alone, as 
won e enjoyment of himſelf and his 
7 his unconverted reader 

inning to be concerned about religion, to 
—_ or this end ſuch an obedience to the diving 
98 r "Bu. 
* ſu ippoſcy that ven who. we yet in theit 
n of 


:chtcoultchs, but the beſt means 
him to perf: 


e 
g of the law, by the enjoyment of that 
ighteogſooly which the end of it, by cojoying that 
new ſtate of e 


d 2 
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grace, which, as Palzmon well ſays, p p. 445. 
 & ener much it has been chriſtianized, is at bottom the 

& ſame thing with that divine aFFLATUSs; influence, o- 
* energy, by whith it was ſuppoſed e and he- 
« roes of old became and great men.” 

« Accordingly the well-d1 
*« ward to his deſired end, in conſequence of the ſame 
- good diſpoſitions that led him to ule the means.” 


431 
* ” Not w, however fair the directions may — to 
iſe at firſt to him that is naturally deſirous to 
the law that he may live; yet no man is madea 
_ diſciple to theſe directions, but by being converted 
from this falſe hope, to the hope of the goſpel. No 
man is * to uſe the means of reconciliation with 
God by alone as a principle of obedience; but 
he dn is converted from the falſe hope of obtaining 
life by any obedience he can render, to live alone by 
what. Chriſt hath alread e as the ſpring of his 
hope, and the ſource future obedience. 

« But all 8 round - about courſe? Why 


« ſhould we W Heal man's impetuoſty 
« Wha the law ? we retard his- courſe, 


R pp. 4 kim in 3 labyrinth about the uſe of 
„ means?” 5 8 
Men, naturally defirous to keep the * chat they 
may live, may, — do, as Mr Marſbail obſerves, © ru 
& blindly immediate practice, mating more haſte than 
cc ſpeed, crying, with Iſrael old, All that the 
d ſaith we ci do. At the ſame time there is n 
- ſuch heart in them.” But through a natural pro- 
penſity to thoſe things which are to the di- 
vine law, they continually fail in the obedience the) 
have ſo ſtrongly Nd % And ſome of theſe, when 
« they have miſpent many years in ſtriving againſt tht 
« ſtream of their Iufts, without any ſucreſi, do at laſt fall 
« miſerably into deſpair, and turn to wallow in the min 
«of their-dufts, or are Jearfully ſwallowed up with" hore 
— & ri 


"I. 7 
: 


J 


„ Bou 


ed reader is led e 
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« ror of conſcience.” As all their religion, or impetuo- 
ſity a the law, is founded on a miſerable miſta - 
ken hope, to live by their own. obedience ; ſo Mr. 
MarſhalPs aim is to throw down that falſe bepe, by 
* — there can be no obedience acceptable to 
God, till we are ſirſt made accepted in the Beloved ; or, 
in other words, till we firſt live by Chriſt's obedience 
alone, 'and are influenced thereby, Hig hope to hve, 
by his own obedience is criminal; it is therefore no 
matter how ſoon we repreſs: his impetuolity, and re- 
tard his courſe; and when he underſtands his recon- 
ciliation with God by Chriſt alone, to be the principle, 
or means of goſpel Obedience, he will not be entan« 
in a labyrinth, but made free by the Son of God. 
« As for the , it was only intended to relieve 
« thoſe ill · diſpoſed people who deſpair of ever doing 
« any thing to render them acceptable to God, by any 
« aſſiſtance whatſoever.”* bid. EW : 
And Mr Mar/bel!'s deſign is to ſhew, that thoſe 
well-difpoſed people who hope to live by their own 
obedience, are, in fact, at the ſame time, thoſe ://+ 
diſpoſed people, who will never be really obedient till 
they deipair of ever doing any thing to render them 
— God, by any aſſiſtance whatſoever ; r. 
in that deſpair of themſelves, live alone by what Chrzii 
has already done. Un 7s 1.52 I 
It (the goſpel) was never intended to be an auxte 
« liary to thoſe good people who are defirons to give 
« acceptable obedience to the divine aw.“ p, 431. 
But it was intended to remove their miſtake, at 
they may be obedient from a more divine principle; 
that is, reconciliation with God by Chriſt alone. ang 
this, it is evident, is the main defign: of Mr Mar/ball, 
All ſuch (who are deſirous to give acceptable g- 
e bedience to the divine law) whereſoever they are, 
* ſhall undoubtedly be happy, without having apy 
« occaſion to trouble their heads about the goſpel. 
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All fuch who are of this character uniformly, and 
Vithout contradiction; ay near gary wigs — 
there are many, even every na man has 
penſit to ius by dis on obedience, —— = + 
| things 

he forkeits 


Wee den life the 4 to which 
t work. of believing on 


> n 


Boo PLIEGMTO7N 


Seer e 
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f « When we have thus, ac 
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Chriſt alone believed on- And it is alſo evident, he 


means not the divine paſſive conviction, but an obe- 
dience to the apoſtolic exhortation; a “ truſting on 
Ga Saviour as diſcovered by a teſtimony, which (as he 


64 . is properly believing on him.” 
He oppoſes, at the ſame time, the popular notion, 


ed faith, before we are to attempt to believe, or live 


that we muſt wait for God to give us ſomething call- 


* . 


by his righteouſneſs ; whereas, in w ever faith 
t, th 8 live by alone; 
er nothing to be waited 


for, but they ſee 5 ſufficient work, and the 


C | 


medians e 


—— 
ſalvation, 


from the grant of a 
in Jeſus Chriſt to the guilty. 


« wrought ourſelves into a new ſtats.” hid. 
tation is not juſt een e 
when a man receives a preſent, or 1 
F 1 33 
tion in enjoyment 
freely given him. And in this caſe, the ſcripture 
prevents Palæmon's reflection, by exhorting us to 


work out eur own ſalvation, os. 


* 


d 4 Ae 920 8 * 7 


arg perro 
ending to our author, | 
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According to him, there is no practice of halineſs,) 
* but what proceeds from the ee of our Rate: 
being changed.” ' /bid. | 
- Rather from. our perſuaſion of our — 
with God by Chriſt alone, ariſing not from the con- 
ceit of our being better than others, or having done 
— towards it; but as given freely 1 in Chriſt 
us. | 
This perſuaſion of his fate bein chan 
< his droge 8 $ gal) 
No ſuch matter. Mr Marſhall's dochine, or the 
truth believed in, his faith is, that there is a new late 
prepared in Chriſt for the guilty, which we are di- 
vinely authoriſed to enter into and enjoy without any 
Works at all. As, on the other hand, Falæmon's doc- 
trine leaves him working in painful deſire and fear; | 
till he be crowned with 3 | 
„If we hearken to this author, we muſt ſet die 
< the ſervice of God, from the confidence of our be 
ing in a better tate than other men. 434. 
Is it not highly conſiſtent that we ſhould ſet out in a 
the ſervice of God, with the furniture God hath pro- 0 
vided us? If God hath — Life in bis 
Son, is not our firſt obedience to receive and enjoy 
the eternal life that is in him? This does not conſiſt 
rin any perſuaſion that we are better than other people, 
that there is any new ſtate in Chriſt for us rather than 
for others; but it conſiſts purely in what is inſepa- 
ably in Chriſt Jeſus, given to us in him, and only to 
be enjoyed in enjoying him. So that che whole is, 
we muit ſet out as followers of our Lord, from the 
confidence of the eternal life one freely to us in 

_ Clviſt ſeſus. 

He makes no account of the grand things teſt 
« fied of Chriſt, as any way fufbcicnt to lead us to 
e holnefs, without 2 good opinion of our own me 

' 5 a 

5. 
1 Tala, thould fay; if be ous give a juſt repre- 
2 ſentation, 


4 
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ſentation; that Mr Marga! makes no account of all 
that holineſs which is not influenced by the reception 
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and enjoyment of that new ſtate, and eternal life, 
which is freely given to the gui ty, in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Mean while, the opinion we have of our own ſtate, 
is, that it is ſtark naught, and cannot be mended. 
This is far from having à good opinion of it. 

* Thus the ancient goſpel, which, from the begin- 
ning, turned niany/trom idols to ſerve the living 
God, is now ſet aſide.“ bil. 

The ancient goſpel held forth the new ſtate, and 
eternal life given in Chriſt, which we plead for. 
1 have nothing to ſay in defence of myſelf from 
the charge in p. 448. of patronizing: my creed by the 
names of fallible men. I acknowledge my fault. If 
[ have not the doctrine of the apoſtles, what ſignifies 
baving all the world on my ſide? and if I have them 
to keep me in countenance, it ought to be little con- 
cern, though the whole world are againſt me kx. 
1 2.0 a,, dt Zutz g nid He Foils cone 

f „Ma %o T4R03 tid ol ot i 


Methinks this author diſcovers" too much complaiſance,} 
when he compliments Mr Sandeman ſu fur as to make an apo- 
logy for his conduct in profeſſing an agreement, in ſome funda- 
mental articles of the Chriſtian faith, with the late Mefi. Erſk incs 
and the Seceding miniſters in Scotland, according to ſcripture, 
and the judgment of all ſound Proteſtant divines, and in quotiag 
a few paſſages from a ſermon of Mr Ebenezer Erſkine ; as if he 
had thus made Meff. Erſkines, and the Seceding miniſters, with 


other Proteſtant divines, the vouchers of his creed, and given 
a manifeſt proof of his yielding implicit faith to their dictares 


and ſentiments. Is it culpable, then, to yield obedience to 
our Lord's command in going forth by the footſteps of the 
flock, Cant. i 8. or te remember them who have ſpoken to us the 
word of God, whoſe faith we are exhorted to follgw, confidering 
the end of their converſation | Heb; xiii,"7,, Muſt an endea- 
Your to keep the unity of the faith in the bond of peace be re- 
puted afault ? and a ſovereign contemptrot the doctrine and prin - 
ciples of Chriſtian teachers uninſpired, however conſonant to 
the word of God theſe may be found, accounted e 
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my right and title to it will be of no ſervice to mez I | 
— I die in the midſt of plenty; beſides, I love to 
x don frm ens 


count, endeavour tb ſcheme out another, what is 
to inform God, or to inform man ? If one tells we, Ian ju- 


* 
& . 
5 


tells me, be gives me eternal life 
come to call it my own without more. Is it not the height of 
diſaffection to this, to ſay, I will call it my own upon ſome o- 
har ae500m0 1 WEE IN or gives it to 


me ? 
chat 


4 


420 ON DE F'E N'C an 


<« that account, is evidently to do ſomething towards 
« our quitification:;' this is to ſet up in its ſtead 
<< ñanother facrifice of gen preparing and offer- 
int Ye Wan WIFI WIA $5544 SUING $4 Oo TH of 
eee maintains that we are juſtified only by 
ce faith, and at the ſame time affirms with Aſpaſio, 
< that faith is a work exerted by the human mind, 
„ undoubtedly maintains, if he has any meaning to his 
„ Words, that we are juſtiſed by à work exerted by 
<« the human minds p. 40 33. 
May not 4% fe as readily retort, He who main- 
tains that we are juſtiſied only by faith, and at the 
ſame time affirms with Palemon, That faith is a 
<< principle of life and action, undoubtedly main- 
tains, if he has "any meaning to his words, that we 
are juſtified by 2 principle of life and action? The 
2 retrieves him out of this difficulty, will 
ſerve us. See remark on 406. p. 5. WE 
1 hive now conſideted all 4575 AL we are | 
concerned with in Mr Sandeman's performance, not 
1 manifeſt his blemiſhes, or to defend | 
aſio's; but to preſerve the important truth he con- 5 

oa for, from the objeftions ariſing rd evi- : 
dent miſtakes and mitfrepreſentarions. or poſe; 4 


for a manner of beheving, either active or paſſive ; but 
pleading againſt the private interpretation of thoſe di- 
vine declarations; 'which are the ſinner's only ground 
of immediate truſt and confidence! in that ſufficient 
righteouſneſs. Tt is no pleaſure to me to find a peo- 
ple to whom my heart inclines on account of their 
appearing attachment to this ſufficiency of Chriſt,” at 
the ſame time ſo inclined to explain away thoſe di- 
vine declarations, and tell us, that God may, if 
< he have mercy upon me,“ is all the conclu · 
ſion that the guilty and deſtitute can draw from what 
God has revealed. Now, in this caſe, are we not to- 
take heed, left under the notion of purer faith we de- 
| part from truſting in the living God (to a labouring in 


(without 


P. 318. 1. 4. Not one among 
productions which tread the ground, or ſtand rooted 


its reſpoſive ſtate. 
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— deſire and fear) through an evil heart of an, 
lief! And as there is a — 5 propenſity in man to 
ſelf. dependence, is there not à proportionate averſe - 
neſs in him to truſt on the bare declarations of the 
divine word? And may not this be the ſource of thoſe 
Phariſaic attempts Mr $ Sandeman has ſo juſtly detected, 
of the objections” that ſtand between us; and alib-o& 
thoſe laboured inventions of others, to make out that 
men are ſaved by Chriſt in a way of natural neceſſary 
connection; hereby, at once, ſetting aſide the divine 
fovereignty, declarations,” promiſes: or truſt thertin. 
I ſhall only add, that if "what we have pleaded for is 
entation) proved a: contradiction to 


the ſufficiency of the finiſhed work of Chriſt, then, 
and not till then, I ſhall ſee a neceſſity for Under. | 
ſtanding. the ſcriptures on this ſubject in another light 
than I do at preſent, hogan ee, en 
ledgment ——— 
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Direfions to the readers of T HERO N and 

As As fo, with reſpect to the amendments 

_ which were intended by Mr „had he 
ſurvived another edicion.— Taken from Me 
 CunworTH's Defence. 10 | | 


'OL. III. p. 8. l. 20. dead 4 Tlis, he ys 2 

was wrought in he name and Lead ef the 
. 22 enemies and rebellious, was wrought out in 
my name, and in my ſtead; that is, in a hame and 
character that undqubtedly belongs to me, and, ac 
cording to the declarations of divine agrace, ſuſſici- 
ently authoriſes me to draw — thereby. 
all the numberleſs 
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and the unbounded benevolence of his heart. Then 


onger be afraid, aſſuredly to tryſt to the 

ous declaration, that CuntsT Isos js made of 

op to us wiſdom, and nigh 7, * Lane — 
and re E Hz hat en him 

85 of his 


hath given himſelf to us, with all the bleſfinu 
baſe, of his Serarr, and of eternal life.” 


ron Ae . * That we all deſerve this miſery, is 


We are alſo that che L. 5 
3 ed divine juice.” * 85 
ee eee ftill corrupt ; Joes this 


ude from 
aue 


NR 
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A eee ; 
and to whom it 
« And fare it cannot be a fanciful 
corny ee eee 


* 


I 
of 
P. 335- 7 


8 ; 
to that which fatisfeth not, but TRAIT IS 
GW See and drink his fill. 


; clergyman,” Ct. | 
2 e 31. "They re 0 be exjoyd by 9 


P. 3% L 18. * © To ws, n the prophet; child 


. 339. I. 13.“ Since the Lonxp Jrxovan har 
9221 Br merits; and 
r unto us in ſacramental ordi- 
nance ; why ſhould we not confide in it, as firmer 
uy royal patent? = and far more inviolable, than 
an patent | 
| * Thy * B REES 
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2 Pear. * It ſeems to be Wa ont rt 


reach.” » 
» Aſp. © That i is, 3 vou fill ; ie ſomething 
is to be done by you, to Ventitle ta ce e. 


and perfect righteouſneſs; you give no credit ts thoſs 
declarations of heaven, which brings it near d lg 
view and home to your condition. —— ber rather. 
the words of ;our..Loxpy Come unto me, all ye that * 
bs YR heavy laden, and I wil give gou.reft.”?  . 
23 14. Nothing ſhort of theſe mercies, 
can any ſatisfaction to the es conſcience, a 
true Satisfaction to the reſtleſs ſou 7 
Say not then, my dear friend, that Civil. and 
the bleſſings of his purchaſe, are beyond your cac 
| Fins are . even now, at your door,“ 
P. 352, 1. 34. If you heard his voice, Yo would 
believe on him agreeable thereto. Lou then open. the 
door, .and : be ee makes his abode th 
you, m falvation,. and communicates 
gs. If you believed his, promiſing word,.-you 
would no Tonger heſitate to believe on him according- 
ly. ag then up with bim. This will be refreſhing 
to your diſtreſſed ſoul, as the moſt ſumptuous banquet 
to the famiſhed ſtomach and craving eder 7 F 
| punge. all from here to the wordt, 
- * Ther. «© This | belicye—That Iam, aloft Buer 
&c. 
P. 353: 1. 31. « He. that believeth on the Fon hath 
| 2 chimerical? ? far from it +; a real PROT * 
even ever 
Can you Hubr "of 1 his willingneſs bs 70 the chic 
an or his fincerity i in his declarations ? Then 
to mount Calvary, | 
P. 354. I. 26. „ere 
the blindneſs, of my underſtanding, and the hardneſs 
* of my heart; to my] ae 4a e under unbelief, and my 
natural averſeneſs to the 1 2 of falvation. by grace 
through faith!“ os 72 Cas SUES ICR' 6d » 2 — 
A | en 
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p. Are you ſure this is not now your cafe? This 
ſentiment, though ever ſo juſt, will not palliate your 

preſent infidelity. Since the Great Jehovah has decla- 
— ny; Sn to you a ſinner; ſince he has 
thus given you eternal life in him; lince he has war- 
ranted your immediate reception and enjoyment iin 
commands, invitations; and promiſes, you make him 
a liar in all; you reje& his word as not to be depend- 
ed on, 3 you thus unbelievingly heſitate. 


Ex : 
The, we: gar faith the work of God's Spirit? 
how, or in what manner, &c.” lb 
P. 356. I. 4. © I very much queſtion, whether 1 

ſhalt ever be able to attain it,” 

wit 5 The true belief, Theron, has no. exiſtence 
out _ proper object Chriſt, and is never to be. 

ſidered in the li t you ſpeak of, that is, as a moſt 

— and exalted virtue. When, upon the divine 

grant in the word, you behold Chriſt, as your given 

righteouſneſs and irength, then you truly believe; 
you believe God's truth which can never deceive, you 
receive the gift which . enriches. you with grace and 

— But permit me to aſk,” &c. 

P. 376. 1. 19. If you rely on the all- ſufficiency 

of his gracious declarations as the foundation of im- 

8 1— or confidence, as well as the all- ſuffici- 

0 er. 
I. 25. Let the moſt wretched ſinner, and moſt 
lifted ſoul, truſt in the name of the Lord“. 

In note, p. 385. I. 5. © We only ; * 

appropriating perſuaſion of ſalvation by Chriſt alone, 

is that confidence which properly anſwers to the di- 

vine report, and grant of a Saviour to be believed. on 

— g life.“ bal 15 

394. J. 27. e If is v greatly ques 
on; but of "ook that PANE 

dined. to 8 Aga 5 
P. 395-1, 12. You aſk, whether the ſtate of theſe 
Yor. IV. NC 20. E 0 perſons 
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«is ſafe and their faith 12a/? L anfwer, What 


— 
= 


evidence is there of their ſafety or their faith, while 


P. 396. I. 11. Gov has 


iſt che only ſecurity is neglected, and the free 


»» | 
* 


— bod to finners thus diſbelieved ? Beſides, why 


freely loved me ſo as to 
his Son unto me; Cursr has graciouſly died for 


Wes, to take ſhare in his death as my own; and the 


Hor Gnosr fanRifies me in the belief and appropria - 
tin confidence, arifing from theſe precious truths.” 
| F. 398. I. 30. When the divine Srimr, ſpeaking 


4o the gracious declarations of the goſpel, manifeſts 


my 


" Kikcation.?” 


the grant of Chriſt to me a ſinner, then am I enabled 
to receive and appropriate his death as the deſert of 
fins, and his obedience as the matter of my ju- 


 P. 299.4. g. May I frmby believe on Chriſt for 
everlaiting life? 


may I firmly believe, that in this in · 

finitely-meritorions Redeemer I have granted unto me 
and acceptance, &c.“ 12 Rm 

P. 402. I. 21. I do more than pardon my dear 

Theron. I feel for him, and I ſympathize with him; 

not becauſe he has not ſufficient evidence from God's 

word, for truſting in Chriſt for everlaſting life ; but be- 


_ eauſeThave alſo felt that erſe tendency in my on 


heart, to miſtruſt the infallible word of my God, as 


. leſs to be depended on than fallible man. 
In : 


”—- 


ment for confidence. This Mr Hervey acknowledged 


the uttermoſt;, but he had been drawn ſometimes in- 


e manner, p. 243. 244- 284. 285. 295. were to 
be corrected, and all other paſſages in his writings 
which might be underſtood, - as making thirſtings, 
awakenings, earneſt prayers, ſorrows, tears, good 
deſires, or ſenſe of unworthineſs, as the encourage 


was inconſiſtent with his main deſign, which was de 
tome to God by him only, who. was able to fave to 


to * — himſelf by too great a 1& 
gard the current oms; and not G 


. 
1 1-Þ . 
=Y -S = . —— 
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that till the divine relieving truth appear in view, the 
wiſhes: and deſires of the diſtreſſed are as much po 


ed againſt the ſalvation of the guilty, as the carel 
neſs of the profane. He was ſenſible, that 4 the | 


"When kn-togk mothes of * x" — 
all the principles of religion, ho intended * it ſuch 
agrecing with the current opinions as ſtand cons * 
at with ſentiments quite ſabrorkivs of the fiving 
truth. Not ſuch a of the truth 28 the 2 
poltle ſpeaks of, when he ſays, Te #now the truth, and 
— lie is of the truth, He well knew, that there 
was no man, but he that is taught of God, could be 
_ ſatisfied with the apoſtolic account of falyation ; and 
would have informed Theron, had he had another op- 
portunity, “ that if he to do any thing 
eaſy, or difficult, under the notion of an act of be- 
eving, or any other act, in order to his 
with wade he, 8 heaped up more wrath 
2 13 
He was alſo ſenſible, that a man may be very uſe- 
ful and amiable amongſt men, and at the ſame time an 
utter enemy to the grace of God's kingdom: That he 
had been too forward in commendations of thoſe, 
who were no friends to apoſtolic Chriſtianity. His 
deſign was only to commend what was amiable in 
every one, paſling over their blemiſhes. In this deſign 
de acknowledged, he was carried toan extreme. When 
why lays of Eraſmus and Locke, ano they — the feet 
of Jeſus, he only meant to expreſs in an t way, 
hs re Arann 6 themſelves to the reading of the 
2 —4 and not to vindicate their notions. 8 
d he counted it an obſervation well worthy re- 
gard, that « it may be maintained by ſome, that con- 
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by others, that this matter is wholly conducted by ir. 
ible grate; and yet both ſides may be 
difaffeted to that doctrine, which maintains the 


ers-maintain,- that no man can be eminently. virtuous 
without divine energy, they ſay no more than Hea · 
then philoſophers have faid before them. ?“ 
Theſe remarks and obſervations may be ſufficient to 


avoid needleſs objections, and alſo to improve that per · 
formance 
author's 
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finiſhed by Chriſt on the croſs, to be the only requiſite 
to juſtification.—And that while many Chriſtian teach · 


direct the intelligent reader of Theron and Aſpafio, to 
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* the Letters read 60 this de, 
an improvement of Mr Macſhall's 4% _ 709 
_ to ob viate as much as paſſible all [bjections ; 
_ which; through” the preſſing importunities of the 
printer, and MF be 5 L accompliſhing a 
Hours volume of, Tur kon and AsrAsto, war 
nr executed. © The following it a plan of ſucb in. 
provement, where, by changing the fourteen dis 
rections into the: form of aſſertions or Yi 
tions, the frogs pbjettions, are enervated 


cht I. ' 118. 8558 | 
171 4 3-1 44 86e "4A 1 | 4 
practice and mantier of life, which the 


A Amen. 4A. _ XI __ Xx.  -_-_.. iz 
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Wai ANN 
4 him 5 be bis ever bo 3 
true holineſs,'Þs a pete 
_— our —.— NET: of "out 
ture enjoyment everlaſti cav happineſs, . 
and of faftcient * bre is ham for deb. 
——— b 
N 71> 13 21643 S0 Hon 


4 © „ e wk M. ww 109 1 97 
| Then aber ſo neceſſary to the obedience bf 
bee, are contained in the fulneſs of Chriſt, and are 
. * 
wy * 
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ſure, before we 
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"$7 A *. . . A A2. IV. N + 
The Weisser inflruments whereby the Spirit of 


-, God accampliſheth our union with Chriſt, and our 
- fellowſhip with kim in all holinefs, are the goſpel; 


whereby Chriſt entereth into our hearts, begetting us 
to the faith whereby we actually receive him - 
felf, with all his fulneſs, unto the hope af eternal life 
by him.. And thus, by the-allbence « af the Spirit of 
truth, we unfeignedly believe t pl ah pel, and alſo 
believe on Chriſt, as he is revealed EP 
N 


for all bis 


The'pratitcs 6 troe true bolinehh is is not 8 £ I 


endeavours of our gre mor ſtate, but is a bl * 
that new ſtate given in ſeſus Chriſt, and —.— of 


eee. 


e 70 ale 7” CEL 
270 Degas i 1 Te, 22 3 2508 880 


_— 


3 
fincere obedience 
to all che crmgrands of Chriſt, as the condition where« 
by they are to procure for themſelves a right and 
title to ſalvation, and a ground to truſt on him 
for the ſame, do ſeek their falvation by the works of 
w, and nt by the faith of Chriſt as he is re- 
caled in the goſpel: and they ſhall never be able tg 
rap Ine wo rv al bea by ao f 
N 
Dai — prve;” y 5 
— * 0 ni ASSERT. . . | 

We are not to imagine, that —— 
muſt be changed from fin to holineſs, in any mea - 
may ſafely venture to truſt on Chriſt 


for the ture enjoyment of himſelf no, his e 
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fidently ; perſuading and affuring ourſelves, ac 
ing to the divine declarations, that God freely gives 
to us an intereſt in Chriſt and 2 accords 


MARSHATL: IMPROVED. * 


n 16 $3641 ! Ass EAT. VIII. U id 


| Trae holineſ of herr and Ine, hath its due ores 
where God hath „ unidn with ' 
Chrit, juſtification," and the 
N is not therefore to be 


N "IF 
© 9 ev +4 
_— 5 4 ff -D by | \. wt 4 . 


OE OS 
- Ats EAT. IX. 
it is only by the comforts of the goſpel revealing 
juſt God and Tee nr hat God wo 8 
and to do of OT PO. ah {i — 1k tos 
2 45511 T. þ 4 . 46S: th : 


The comforts of the pod aten to Chriſtian 
obedience, contain Muck ene grounds of aſſurancꝶ of 
out falvntion, nat becauſe we believe, But in a way 
of immediate truſt and confidence. Therefore, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking other methods of peace and holineſs, 
we muſt endeavour'to believe or truſt on Chriſt con- 


ing to his gracious promiſe. 


1 
It is therefore belorlging to the practical part of the 


- Chriſtian life, to maintain the ſame immediate truſt 


and confidence in dependence bn the divine faithful- 


neſs, not to ſuffer us to be confounded, that ſo our 


enjoyment of Chriſt, union and fellowſhip with him, 


and all holineſs by kinn May by” contend and en- 


creaſed in us. 2 

8 Ass EAT. III. | 
The ſcripture calls upon Chriſtians to walk no 
longer according to the principles or means of moe 


of the Holy Ghoſt: 


% MARSHALUTMPROVED. | 
that belong unto the natural or original ſtate of man, 
but only according to that new ſtate given in Chriſt, 
anne receive 2 and the — — and 
means of practice properly belong thereunto; 
and to ſtrive. to continue and increaſe in ſuch a man- 


- oO 


ner of practice. 


Skar. III. 
diving appointment, fur the eſta · 
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r %%, 
Me HERVEY. 
_ THE 


Publiſher of 2 new Edition of Mananazs 
2 940 Santification. 7 


"T1. Mr ag” 
1522 gives me no ſrnall . to hear, that you 
oing to republiſ Mr Maz$4ALL's -myſtery 
ſancification x. The inſtruction, co 
ſpiritual improvement, which I myſelf have — | 
from that ſolid and judicious treatiſe, excite in me a 
wing hope, chat it way be equally e ** 
advantageous to others. | 
The recommendation of it in Tberen and 4 af 
vIth which * to introduee the new 
To this propoſal I N the 
* becauſe Mr ny era bak ay 2 
upon as no improper 92 ia- 
bogues and letters. The author of which intended to 
r a diſſertatien 2 
: P 


Rb 
in ſacred 


F 


5 ; 


—— ww we T 


- 4 .,14<3 


AE the very ben 4 
writing, day hoop myſtery * E 1 im. Jil, 16. This 
nflage, I preſume, Mr Max$sHALL had in his view, when he 
picked upon a title for his book. And this paſſage will render 


' ſuperior 46 all-cenſure md ropes: 
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health 3: partly, eck the work Hrelled, inde 
his far beyond his 
N n de Ges more, to reſume te 
pen; and treat grand, ſubject wi e degreg 
and: particularity. If he ſhoyld be 
4 815 to execute, what he n to be ex- 
pedient, the — already diſcuſſed, and the 2 
vileges already diſplayed, will furniſh the 
e a his eſſay. Juſtibcation, free j fication 
—_— of -FEsvs Cuntsr, is ſa- 
act ce from which he would his thread, and 
weave his garment ; agrecably to important text, 
Le are baug he wait h a price ; therefore glorify GOD . 
A Providence, in all things wiſe, and in all things 
ſhould- ſee ſit to with-hold either time or 


ability for the accompliſhment of my purpoſe, I do, 
by theſe preſents, nominate and depute Mr Maz$Hai, 


4 * 
a ” ww ww TH” = = of 


prog 


1 * n without the hn of; 1c ele to 
uſe the beautiful images of an inſpired writer, I could 
with great fatisfaQtion ſay, F this bs u wall, that «il 
* Build upon it @ patace of roery ; i this be d dr, thi 
will inc nc + Horn 8 — 
Mr Manx$#ALL true holineſs 26 ' cotifiſting 
in the love of G ON, and the love of man tha 
unforced, unfeigued, and mot oats 
which ariſts from a diſcovery of his unfpeakable met. 
cy #ndinifinite kindneſs to us; that cordial, difinter 
ed, and univerſal love of man, 1 88 fron 
pofldſion of a” ſatisfactory and 4c e 


js the' LORD, JEHOVAU. | 
e 8, 1 A FL 
24 | 
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love to our Creator and our fellow-creatures, are re- 
ed as the ſum and ſubſtance of the moral law; as 
the root from which all other branches of 
. undefiled religion ſpring.—Holineſs, thus . is 
conſidered, not as the means, but as 2 part, a diſtin- 
d part of our ſalvation ; or, rather, as the very 

central point, in which all the means of grace, _ 
al the ordinances of religion, terminate. 

Man, in a natural ſtate, is abſolutely incapable of 

Riſing this holineſs, or enjoying this happineſs.— 

you What is meant by @ natural ſtate? it is 
that ſtate, in which we are under the of in; 
and che curſe of the law; are ſubje& to the power of 
Satan, and influenced by evil propenſities. From this 
ſtate none are releaſed, but by being united toCumsr; 
or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, by CHRIST : 
the heart through faith x. 

Faith, according to Mr Mansnart, is a rea 
fon, that G OD is pleaſed to give Cylusr and his fal- 
vation; bu give him freely without any vecommend- 

ualifications, or preparatory conditions; to give 

Axon to ſome ſinners only, but to ne 2 lard 
particular, —lt is 3 — ar rec of Cnxur, 
with all the benefits, priv ad pee 
ſpel; in purſuance of abe Aba and on * 
warrant than the divine gran. This laſt — 
ticularly infiſted on, as an e al part, or as the prix» 
cipal act of faith. To perform which, there is n rat 
tional, no poſſible way; unleſs, as our author de- 
clares, we do, in ſome meaſure, uade and affure 
ni thay Canter 20 2h] vation are ours. | 
| As 


Te Ei; by this expreffi e that 
we are able to produce — 10 ourſelves, by any power of 
our own. This GE ly and . 
frequently diſclaimed; That «© the 8 IRI r of 
* GOD habitually diſpoſes — — our hearts to a right 

S — This manner of 


ſpeaking 
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As faith is ſuch a perſuaſion of the heart, and ſuch 
— of CuRisr, it aſſures the ſoul of ſalvation 
by itt gun act; antecedent to all reflection on its 
truits or .cffedts, on marks or evidences.—lt aſſures 
the ſoul of acquittauce from guilt, and reconciliation 
to GO D; of a title to the everlaſting inheritance, 
and at grace ſufficient for every caſe of need. By 
f 5 this faith, and the enjoyment of th 
bleſlings, we are ſantified ; ure i pacified, and 
the heart purified; we are delivered from the domi- 
nion of fin, diſpoſed to holy tempers, and, furniſhed 
— — ur author will appear ſiogu 
our author wi appear he, 
this is the place in which he ſeems to go quite out of 
the common road. The 3 of ſerious people 
ok upon theſe unſpeakable bleſſings as the reward of 
holineſs; to be received, after we — ſincerely prac - 
uſsd univerſal holineſs; not as neceſſary, previouſly 
ner to any act of true holineſs. This 
is the black, which our le minds, dim 
wich doc udg and ſwollen with pride, will hardly 
t:over. However, theſe endowments of our new 
jew ge rag author's opinion, the eſſectual, and 
expedient, to produce ſanRikication. 
* arc the very method. which . the eternal 9 
Aus ordained, 2 our brin forth thoſe fruits of 
= which are by 798 CHRIS 1 


Gad ee 


and praife of -G O D *.—Whercag, if there be any 
PEarances of Anne, or any efforts of obedience, 


is wſed, 1e ber two reaſons: To point om 
the firſt and chief work, which we are ta be doing, inceſſant- 
ly and aſſiduouſly, till our Loa come: To remind us, that we 
maſt not expect to have faith wrought in us, by ſome fatality 
of ſupernatural operation, without any application or endeavour 
ot our on but that we muſt make it our diligent endeavour, 
and our daily buſineſs, to believe in CHRIS T. We muſt /a- 
bour. ts wt y 45 rift, a and onde all 2 ence to the l aſ. 
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which fpring not from theſe motives and .meavs of 
4 Mr Maz$HALL treats them as ©, reprobate 


1 He cannot allow them che character of 
his is > plan, and theſe: are the lading wool 
ments, of the enſuing treatiſe. » To eſtablilh.; or de- 
fend them, is not my aim. This is attempted, and, 
I think, executed, in the work itſelf. My aim is, on- 
to exhibit the moſt diſtinguiſhing principles, in one 
rt ſketch, and clear point of view ; that the reader 
may tlie more cafily remember chem, and, by-this 
key, enter the more 


prretual * judge; and reject or 
admit, A to or dix 


agree with the infallible word. —— v0 
— * fill the chair; and i et an unguarded 
on, or a ſeemingly in 


t-ſentence, by 
tenor > the diſcourſe. - - 
an 8 of compoſition. ere 
mand fs Ger; not in but in ſteel; not 'w K 
a flood 
of ez the moſt fignal - 
ſervice, afford a fund of uſctulnefs.—Neither is 
this book ſo particularly calculated for careleſꝭ inſen 
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